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PARTICIPANT HANDBOOK


Welcome to the 15TH Circuit Treatment Court! This handbook will help guide you through your time in the program. You are encouraged to share this handbook with people that will support you and encourage you, including family and friends. We are excited to help you grow in your recovery. We encourage you to be honest, open, and willing to trust the process. 

The Treatment Court Team consists of individuals, including the Judge, Solicitor, Director, Treatment Team, Law Enforcement Officer, Vocational Rehabilitation Case Manager, and Defense Attorney, who work together to assess and assist you as you work your way through Treatment Court. This handbook will give you general information about the program; however, it is your responsibility to ask questions regarding anything you do not understand. The program requirements may seem overwhelming at first, but stay focused and you will get into a workable routine. The Judge and the Team are here to help you, but the final responsibility is yours. We know that with hard work, honesty, and commitment to recovery, you can be successful!

Important Phone Numbers

1. Candy Townsend, Director

                           Office: 843-915-8358
Cell: 843-246-0504
2. Christopher Hocker, Peer Support Specialist 
Office: 843-915-6365
3. Madonna Larocque, Counselor


Office: 843-915-6366
4. Catherine Panos, Counselor



Office: 843-915-6367
5. Treatment Court Crisis Number


Cell:     843-503-4362
6. Devora Harrelson, WCMH Counselor                          Office: 843-347-4888 Cell: 910-840-2942
7. Vocational Rehabilitation



Office: 843-248-2235
8. Solid Waste Authority



Office: 843-347-1651
9. Georgetown Public Works



Office: 843-545-3443
TEAM STAFFING 
The Team discusses the participants before each Treatment Court hearing. Test results, attendance, participation, cooperation, employment, and other topics are shared. The Team will discuss your progress and any problems that you may be experiencing. Staffings are closed to the public, including participants.

TREATMENT COURT HEARINGS

You are required to attend court on a regular basis. Court hearings are held in an open and public location and it is possible that an observer could connect your identity with the fact that you are in treatment. You will have an opportunity to speak with the Judge and ask questions. You may receive an incentive (reward) or sanction (consequence) based on your participation in the program.
COURT RULES

· Be on time! If you are not in your seat by the scheduled court time, you will be considered late and will be sanctioned.
· Be respectful to the Judge, the Team, and your fellow participants.
· No cell phone or electronic devices should be brought to court. 
· Dress appropriately. No shorts, no overly baggy pants, and no flip flops will be allowed. You will be given a more detailed dress code policy for court. If you need assistance with clothing, please speak with a member of the Treatment Team. 
· Be supportive of your fellow participants and encourage them with applause, when appropriate.
· Stand when the Judge is speaking to you. 
· Stay seated until the court session is concluded, unless the Judge excuses you.
· No Children under the age of 17 are allowed in court unless you have received prior approval.
Court Times


Drug Court Level I: As directed by Director or Judge
Drug Court Level II: 1st Wednesday of each month at 4PM

Drug Court Level III: Wednesdays at 4PM

Mental Health Court Level I: As directed by Director or Judge


Mental Health Court II: 1st Monday of each month at 11:30AM


Mental Health Court: III: Mondays at 11:30AM 

Your attendance in court is based on your Level and Phase. It is your responsibility to keep up with your court schedule. All clients in Level II and Level III are required to attend Graduations.


WORK FULL TIME AND/OR GO TO SCHOOL
You are required to obtain stable employment. You will be required to work and/or attend school for a minimum of 30 hours each week. If there are medical or other reasons that could prevent you from working 30 hours a week, you will need to discuss with the Director. Do not quit your job without discussing it with the Treatment Court Team first. Employment is an important part of the Treatment Court program, but your treatment must come first. If your job starts to interfere with your treatment plan, you may be required to change your job or modify your work schedule.

If you do not work a minimum of 30 hours, you may need to complete community service at the Solid Waste Authority to cover any short hours. 
You will receive credit for 6 work hours for each of the following holidays.  

· New Year’s Day

· Martin Luther King Day

· Memorial Day

· Independence Day

· Labor Day

· Thanksgiving Day
· Day after Thanksgiving
· Christmas Eve

· Christmas Day


You will be given an allotment of 15 hours of vacation time during each Phase in Treatment Court. You can use this time at your discretion while in Treatment Court. This time can only be used once you have provided proof of consistent full time employment.
In order to verify your work hours, proof of employment must be provided to Treatment Court. All proof of employment must be turned into Treatment Court no later than the last Friday of the following month. Failure to provide proof of employment will be considered as not working and you will be sanctioned. 
Your employment will need to be approved by Treatment Court. If you do not provide a traditional pay stub with hours documented, Treatment Court will need to verify your employment with your employer. You and/or your employer will be asked to provide tax records to verify employment. 
If you are unemployed in the program, you will be required to begin community service. All community service should be completed at the Horry County Solid Waste Authority (SWA) located 1886 Hwy 90 in Conway or Georgetown Public Works located at 2236 Browns Ferry Road in Georgetown. 
If you do not have a job, you are required to be at court every week. It is not the Treatment Court staff’s responsibility to instruct you to report to court.
Employment Guideline
· During your first 14 days in Treatment Court, you are encouraged to job search and a Vocational Rehabilitation referral is made. 

· At day 14 in the program, you are required to complete an SC Works application and begin submitting 20 applications weekly.

· At day 28 in the program, you are required to complete 20 applications and 10 community service hours each week.

· At day 42 in the program, you are required to complete 20 applications and 20 hours of community service each week.
· At day 56 in the program, you are required to complete 20 applications and 30 hours of community service each week.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION and SC WORKS
If you experience difficulty gaining employment, vocational training may be available through South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation located at 3009 4th Avenue in Conway; phone number is 843-248-2235.   Even if you are employed, Vocational Rehabilitation can help with a variety of things to keep you gainfully employed. SC Works Online Services provides Job Seekers the opportunity to post their Resumes and search for Jobs in a variety of formats. To set up an account with SC Works, you should register an account at their website, https://jobs.scworks.org
COMMUNITY SERVICE
If you are sanctioned to complete community service, all community service should be completed at the Horry County Solid Waste Authority (SWA) located at 1886 Hwy 90 in Conway or Georgetown Public Works located at 2236 Browns Ferry Road in Georgetown. You are expected to act in a professional manner. If you are asked to leave either agency, you will be sanctioned. 
EDUCATION
If you are not a high school graduate, Treatment Court may require you to work towards obtaining either a diploma or GED. 

If you are interested in attending college or other educational classes, you must obtain approval from the Treatment Court Director. If you are approved to attend college or other educational classes, you will receive credit towards work hours based on the number of class credit hours.

APPLICATION FEE: There is a $100.00 application fee to apply for Treatment Court. If you are in jail and accepted into Treatment Court, you will have 90 days to pay the fee once you have entered the program. 

WEEKLY FEE 

1st Week: 
No Fee



4th Week:


$30 Fee   

2nd Week: 
$10 Fee


5th Week until Aftercare: 
$40 Fee


3rd Week:
$20 Fee


Aftercare:


$30 Fee

· Weekly payments are due by Friday at 5PM. 

· Weekly payments and restitution payments can be paid by Money Order or online through AllPaid.com

· If you are unable to physically participate in Treatment Court due to being incarcerated in jail, participating in an inpatient treatment program or for medical reasons for over 14 days, your weekly fee will be reduced to $10.00 each week until you return to the program.
DRUG TESTING COSTS

· If you test negative, you will not be charged for alcohol and drug tests. 

· If you test positive for alcohol, you will be required to pay for three, lab-based alcohol tests. Each test is $25.

· If your sample is confirmed diluted by the lab, you will pay a $25 lab fee.

· If you test positive for a substance that requires a more extensive lab-based test, you will be required to pay for the test. The test can range from $35-$60. 

GPS MONITORING DEVICE

If you are sanctioned to a GPS monitoring device, you will be charged $180 for every 30 days on the device. You will be required to pay a minimum of $90 to have the device installed. The entire balance must be paid to have the device removed.
BINDER AND WORKBOOKS
When you begin Treatment Court, you will be provided a binder. You will also be provided a workbook to complete during each phase. These will be provided at no cost to you; however, if you need a replacement for either your binder or workbook, you will be required to pay a $5.00 fee, in the form of a money order.
COURT COSTS
When a charge is disposed using court room time and resources, the defendant is charged a court fee by the Clerk of Court. The amount of this fee is based on several things, including but not limited to, the criminal charge, use of a Public Defender, etc. The amount you owe can be found on your sentencing sheet (s). If you do not have your sentencing sheet, you can obtain this information at the Clerk of Court office.  Treatment Court requires you to pay your ordered court costs for the charge(s) you pled to in order to enter Treatment Court. You will make your payments directly to the Clerk of Court and then provide your receipt (s) to Treatment Court. 

As a participant in Treatment Court, searches of your person, as well as your home, any and all curtilage and vehicle searches and assessments will be conducted by staff members of Treatment Court and/or other members of law enforcement, at the request of the Treatment Court. If you are residing in a residence that you are not the home owner or renter, the homeowner or renter will be required to agree to the same searches as previously mentioned. If the homeowner or renter does not agree to allow random searches, you will be required to find other housing. 
You are not allowed to have any weapons (guns, swords, etc.) in your possession while in Treatment Court. If you reside with someone who owns a weapon, you must notify the Treatment Court Director and this will be discussed on an individual basis.

You are not allowed to have any drug paraphernalia in your house; this includes but is not limited to pipes, bongs, rolling paper, whippet containers, stems, needles, cookers, hookah pipes, empty prescription bottles. If you are unsure about what you are allowed to have, it is your responsibility to discuss with the Director.
If you are not home for a curfew check, the Officer will leave a note/card on your door or attempt to contact you by phone. You are required to contact the Treatment Court office by 9AM the following day; if you are calling on a Saturday or Sunday, you should contact the Director on the provided cell number. You will be given a time to report to the Treatment Court office for an alcohol and/or drug test; this specimen will be sent to the lab for confirmation. If the lab confirms that your test is positive or diluted, you will be sanctioned for the positive test; a diluted test after a missed curfew is considered a positive test even if this is your first diluted test. Failure to provide a urine sample for testing or failure to be tested will be considered a missed test and you will be sanctioned. It is not the Treatment Court staff’s responsibility to contact you and set up a testing time. 
You are not allowed to notify other Treatment Court clients that curfew checks are being conducted. If you notify another client of a curfew check, you will be sanctioned.

You are not allowed to contact the Officer who does your curfew checks. If you were not home during your check or if there was an issue with your curfew check, you must address that with Treatment Court staff. 
Curfew Guidelines

1. You are required to be in your home by your curfew.  

2. You are not allowed to be in your yard, vehicle, parking lot, porch, etc. 

3. You must come to the door; do not walk around from the back of your house or from a neighbor’s house. 
4. You will be subject to an alcohol test (breathalyzer) and/or drug screen. If you test positive for alcohol or drugs during a curfew check, the Compliance Officer will notify you of the positive result. If you admit to alcohol and/or drug use, you will be given a form to sign that waives a lab test. This will be considered a positive test and you will be sanctioned. If you deny use, you will be required to contact the Treatment Court office by 9AM the following day; if you are calling on a Saturday or Sunday you should contact the Director on the provided cell number. You will be given a time to report to the Treatment Court office for an alcohol and/or drug test; this specimen will be sent to the lab for confirmation. If the lab confirms that your test is positive or diluted (even if this is your first diluted test), you will be sanctioned for the positive test and you will be sanctioned for not being honest about your use. Failure to provide a urine sample for testing or failure to be tested will be considered a missed test and you will be sanctioned.
CURFEW TIMES 

Level II and Level III


Phase I



10PM-5AM


Phase II: 


11PM-5AM


Phase III: 


12PM-5AM


Aftercare: 


No curfew

TRAVEL REQUESTS
You are allowed to travel within Horry and Georgetown Counties without prior approval. Any requests for overnight travel or curfew extensions need to be submitted to the Treatment Court Team for review before 5:30PM on Tuesday. The Team will review your request and you will be notified of the decision.  
If you are asking to stay out of state overnight, you should request approval two weeks before you plan to leave. The Judge and Treatment Court Team will review your request and you will be notified of the decision.

Treatment
You are required to follow any treatment recommendations made by the Treatment Staff. The Treatment Staff has the discretion to decide what they consider a valid excuse for missing treatment. The Treatment Staff will explain group times, format, procedures and appointments. 

You may be required to attend specialty treatment groups, including but not limited to the Women’s Trauma Group, Parenting Skills Group and Anger Management. 
You are required to attend your scheduled group time. If you are requesting to switch group times or be excused from a treatment group, that request must be made to your treatment provider. Requests will be determined on a case by case basis and will be based on your overall progress and participation in Treatment Court.  If you do not obtain approval from your treatment provider, you will need to report as scheduled. Repeat requests to change groups will not be allowed. If you are given approval to switch groups or be excused from a group, this does not excuse your from testing or any other requirements. 
Treatment Phases

The Horry County Treatment Court Program is a four phase, structured, outpatient treatment program.  The length of each phase may vary depending upon your individual progress.  Each phase of treatment consists of therapeutic and rehabilitative activities, and your individual requirements for advancement to the next phase.  

Stabilization Group

If the Treatment Court Team decides that you need additional treatment to help you become more stable in your recovery, you may be required to attend the Stabilization Group for a period of time determined by the Treatment Team. This Stabilization Group is held on Wednesday at 2:00PM-3:00PM. 

Disruption of Treatment Group

You are required to be alert and participate in all treatment sessions. If the treatment provider considers your behavior disruptive, you will be asked to leave the treatment group and will be sanctioned. Disruptions that will result in sanctions include, but are not limited to, going to the bathroom, noise from phone, and falling asleep in group. 

You are required to be on time to all treatment sessions. If you arrive after the scheduled start time, you will not be allowed to attend the treatment session. This will be considered an unexcused missed treatment session and you will be sanctioned. 

Clients Arriving Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs Policy

As a client in the 15th Circuit Treatment Court, you are expected to attend sessions drug and alcohol free. Arriving under the influence interferes with your participation, your ability to recall material covered, and the ability of other group members to benefit from therapy. It also indicates that your substance use disorder is active and that an alternative treatment plan is indicated, at least for that day. Strategies to respond to such occurrences are as follows:

If you arrive under the influence, a therapeutic response is required. The counselor will take you aside and review the rules, and will help you arrange alternative transportation if you drove to the office.  If you arrive to a session under the influence, which includes testing positive for alcohol or drugs, you will not be allowed to drive yourself home.  Furthermore, whomever you cohabitate with may be contacted and informed that you tested positive for a substance or are under the influence.  When possible, this person shall sign a document attesting to their understanding of the situation.  
It is the counselor’s discretion to determine if you can participate in the group session. If you are not allowed to attend the group session, you will be given a date and time to report back to the Treatment Court office.
If you arrive under the influence of drugs or alcohol, the counselor will assess your need for acute care or detoxification. If it is indicated that acute care or detoxification is needed, the counselor will contact the Director and/or law enforcement and you will be taken into custody and transported to the detention center until further treatment options can be explored.
In a life-threatening overdose situation, no signed release is required to arrange for emergency medical care and 911 will be immediately called. If in the counselors view you present a clear danger to self or others, the Director shall be notified and a request made to take you into custody.

Group Confidentiality

All Treatment Court therapy groups are private and confidential. You are not allowed to share with family members, significant others, friends, etc. anything that occurs during a treatment session, including group members’ names. This rule is critical to the development of a safe, respectful and trusting atmosphere which allows individual group members to use the group for positive personal growth and change. If you violate the confidentiality of the group, you will be sanctioned. 
Basic Housekeeping Policy

1.  No Food, candy wrappers, bottles, napkins, trash, etc. should be left at the Treatment Court office or in the outside area surrounding the Treatment Court building. This includes the porch and waiting room.
2. No cigarette or cigar butts should be left on the ground outside of the Treatment Court office.

3. Only the Treatment Court Staff can adjust the thermostat.
4. You are not allowed to use electronic cigarettes or vapes while in the Treatment Court office. 
5. You should avoid bringing in any electronic devices, including cell phones, into the Treatment Court building. If you do bring in an electronic device and it disrupts treatment, you will be sanctioned. Once you enter the Treatment Court building, you should not be having phone conversations, playing music, or watching videos
6. Once your group begins, all hats, head coverings, and sun glasses should be removed. 

Weather Delays and Cancellations

The Horry County Treatment Court follows the guidelines established by the county. You should always contact the Director or Treatment Staff to confirm that group has been delayed or cancelled. 

If there is a weather delay or cancellation, you can call 843-915-8358 and the voicemail message will be updated to inform you of any changes to the schedule or check the Treatment Court Facebook Page.

Treatment Court Facebook Page

Treatment Court has a Facebook Group Page “15th Circuit Treatment Courts”. Only active and former clients of Treatment Court have access to this page. Updates regarding weather delays/cancellations and Saturday drug testing times will be posted on this page.


Alcohol Testing

You will be randomly tested for alcohol use throughout the entire treatment process. You must refrain from any medications that contain alcohol, including over the counter medications. 
Drug Testing

You will be drug tested throughout the entire treatment process.  The Treatment Court Judge and Team will have access to all drug test results.  Any results that indicate that a sample was altered may be considered criminal behavior.  It is strongly suggested that any relapse/drug use be reported prior to the administering of a drug test. At your request, any disputed drug test may be sent to the laboratory for confirmation.  If it is returned positive, diluted, or altered there will be a $25.00 charge and you will be sanctioned for being dishonest to the Treatment Court Team. A missed drug test will be considered positive, resulting in sanctions.

You may be required to be drug and/or alcohol tested when you report to the Treatment Court office for any reason, including treatment sessions. It is your responsibility to confirm with the Treatment Court staff if a test is required. If you leave the office without taking a required test, this test will be considered positive and you will be sanctioned. 
Testing at Conway Treatment Court office: There are specific testing windows that you are allowed to be tested. The times are Monday- Thursday: 8:15AM-8:45AM, 10:30AM-11:00AM, 4:15PM-4:45PM and 6:30PM-6:45PM and Friday: 8:15AM-8:45AM, 10:30AM-11:00AM, 4:15PM-4:45PM and 6:00PM-6:15PM
Testing at lab: You are also allowed to go to Carolina Testing located at 1709 Husted Road in Conway from 8AM-5PM Monday-Friday  or at 2508 Highmarket Street in Georgetown from 9AM-5PM Monday through Friday. You are required to pay Carolina Testing $20.00 at the time of your test.
If you want to take your test before group, you should arrive at least 30 minutes before group starts. 

Synthetic Cannabinoid, Designer Stimulants, Performance Enhancing Drugs, Comprehensive Panel 

You are not allowed to take synthetic cannabinoids (K2, Spice), Designer Stimulants (bath salts) or Performance Enhancing Drugs (steroids, diuretics). You will be randomly tested for these substances. This is a lab based test.  If it is returned positive or altered there will be a $50.00 charge and you will be sanctioned for a positive test.  You will also be tested for a variety of drugs that sometimes require a comprehensive panel test; this is a lab based test. If it is returned positive or altered there will be a $60.00 charge and you will be sanctioned for a positive test. 
Saturday Drug Testing

There will be random drug testing on Saturdays. You are required to check the 15th Circuit Treatment Court Facebook page any time after 7:00 a.m. There will be a post informing you if a drug test is required or not.  Drug testing will be held in Horry County and Georgetown County. Testing at the Horry County office will be between 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at 1601 11th Avenue in Conway. Testing in Georgetown County will be held at Carolina Testing Lab located at 2508 Highmarket St. in Georgetown from  4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. You can attend either testing time regardless of the program that you are in. It is your responsibility to find out if a drug test is required. You will not be excused for failure to obtain transportation to the Treatment Court office. A missed Saturday drug test will be considered positive, resulting in sanctions. 

Hair Testing

Prior to graduating, you will be required to provide a sample of hair for an alcohol and drug test. If you have not tested positive for alcohol or drugs during your participation in the program, Treatment Court will pay for your hair test. If you have tested positive for alcohol and/or drugs while participating in Treatment Court, you are required to pay for your hair test at a cost of $75.00. The Treatment Court Judge and Team will have access to all test results. Any results that indicate that a hair sample was altered may be considered criminal behavior. The Director will assist you in making an appointment with the appropriate lab for your hair test. If your hair test is positive for any drugs or alcohol, you will be subject to the same sanctions that apply to any positive test.  You will be required to pay for the positive hair test and an additional hair test. The Treatment Court Judge and Team may require you to be hair tested at any phase in the program.

Carolina Testing
1709 Husted Road #2, Conway, SC

Phone: 843-972-3287

Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday 8:00AM-5:30PM 

2508 Highmarket Street, Georgetown, SC
Phone: 843-904-5999
Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday 9:00AM-5:000PM 

You will need to notify the Treatment Court Director a minimum of 24 hours before your requested hair test.

Medical Considerations 

If you seek medical attention, you are required to notify your physician that you are in Treatment Court and you have a substance use disorder. The Director will provide you with a Healthcare Provider Form that you must give to your physician that covers our policy. It is your responsibility to inform the physician of the Treatment Court medical policy and get the required form signed at the time of service.  If any medication (including non-narcotic) is given to you during your visit or prescribed (even if you do not intend to fill the prescription), you are required to provide the signed Healthcare Provider form from the Physician to the Director at your next Treatment Court meeting to verify that you did follow the above-mentioned procedure. If the physician prescribes you medication that results in a positive drug test, it will be considered “dead time.” This means you will not be penalized for the time; however, you will not be allowed to count those days towards your required sobriety days. If you test positive and failed to follow the above-mentioned procedure, it is considered a positive test and will result in sanctions. See medical sheet
The Health Care Provider form must be completed when you are receiving medical care; you are not allowed to return the following day to get the form completed. If you do not get your form completed and test positive, this will be considered a positive test and you will be sanctioned accordingly. If you do not complete the Health Care Provider form and medications are administered or prescribed but do not result in a positive test, this will not be considered a positive test but you will be sanctioned for not following the medical policy. 

You will be provided with a list of safe over the counter medications. Any over the counter medication that is not included on the provided list must be pre-approved by the Director or Treatment Staff. If you test positive due to taking unapproved over the counter medications/products, it will be considered a positive test and sanctions will be imposed. 
Medication Assisted Treatment 
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) medications are allowed in Drug Court when they are deemed clinically appropriate by a doctor educated in addiction and recovery. Recommendations from a trained professional will be reviewed and added to your individualized treatment plan. MAT, for the purposes of Drug Court, refers to prescribed medication that addresses alcohol and opioid use disorders. MAT will be assessed on an individual basis.  
 
Because Drug Court has an obligation to make sure that the medications are not misused or used for illegal purposes, Drug Court has specific guidelines for participants using MAT. The following criteria applies when determining the need for MAT.  
1. You must be considered clinically appropriate by a trained medical professional 
2. You are required to attend at least one face to face or by telemedicine check‐in per month with your approved treatment professional. 
3.  The doctor prescribing MAT must complete the Healthcare Provider Form and be willing to provide monthly reports regarding your compliance with MAT.  
Based on your individualized treatment plan, Drug Court may require additional monitoring for you while on MAT to make sure the medications are taken as directed. This additional monitoring may include, but not limited to, direct observation when you take the medication, additional drug testing, and the counting of medication. MAT medications include but are not limited to, naltrexone, buprenorphine, and methadone and will be assessed on an individual case basis. Your failure to comply with the rules for your MAT or your misuse of your MAT can result in a sanction and may result in your termination from Drug Court.

Self-Help Meetings
Frequent attendance at Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Celebrate Recovery, Over Eaters Anonymous, Gambler’s Anonymous, SMART Recovery, NAMI, or other pre-approved Self Help Meetings is important to familiarize yourself with the 12-step philosophy and help you develop a level of trust to learn and create social bonds with others in recovery.  You will be required to attend Self Help meetings and to provide an attendance sheet and summary sheet to Treatment Court. Only one meeting a day will be allowed to count towards your total required meetings. If your meeting sheet is not signed, the meeting cannot be counted (if in person). You will be provided with information regarding the locations and times of 12-step meetings. 
Your meeting sheet and summary sheet are due when you turn in your weekly paperwork. Failure to provide your meeting sheet and summary sheet on your designated day will be considered as an incomplete meeting and you will be sanctioned. Your week will be considered Sunday-Saturday and all required meetings must be completed by Saturday of each week.  
You are not required, but if are interested, attending a church, spiritual or faith based service,  can count as one of your required self-help meetings for the week. Similar to other self-help meetings, this meeting will need to be documented on your sheet and contact information including church, pastor or authorized signee, phone number, etc will need to be provided. 

Self Help Meeting Requirements
Level II and Level III


Phase I and Phase II 

2 each week, 1 must be in person


Phase III:


3 each week, 1 must be in person


Aftercare: 


3 each week, 1 must be in person, 1 monthly alumni group
Self Help Meeting Guidelines

1. All of your meetings must be signed by the chairperson or the speaker of that meeting. If a Treatment Court client in Phase III or Aftercare is in attendance at the meetings, he/she can also sign your sheet.  

2. Write your name on your meeting sheet and summary sheet. 

3. Your summary sheet needs to be filled out completely, including comments.

4. You need to make an effort to include all Treatment Court clients that are in the meeting on your summary sheet. 

5. You are required to be on time to the meeting and stay until the end of the meeting. 
6. If you are attending a meeting and notice another Treatment Court client arrive late or leave early, you are not allowed to list that person on your sheet as being in attendance. 

7. You are not allowed to be texting on your phone, playing games on your phone, or leaving a meeting to talk on the phone. It is highly suggested that you leave your phone in your vehicle. 

8. You are not allowed to be writing in your notebook, filling out your summary sheet during the meeting, reading, etc. You are required to be at the meeting and to pay attention. You should not be engaged in any activity that is disruptive to the other members of the meeting. 

Sponsor/Mentor Guidelines

All Treatment Court clients are required to find a sponsor or mentor. The Treatment Court Team reserves the right to withhold approval of any chosen sponsor or mentor. A healthy

Sponsor or mentor for you:

1. Must be someone you can relate to and feel comfortable talking to about your problems.

2. Must have at least 2 years of continuous sobriety.

3. Must be available to you by phone and/or in person.

4. Must not be on probation, parole or a Treatment Court client.
5. Must be willing to interact with the Treatment Court staff.

6. You must be willing to sign a release of information for Treatment Court to communicate with your sponsor.
Sanctions
Sanctions can be issued for failure to comply with any Treatment Court requirement.  At your first Treatment Court session (post plea) you will be drug tested; if you test positive you will be taken into custody and will remain incarcerated for a minimum of 14 days. This will not count towards your 1st positive test in the program. All sanctions are subject to change at the discretion of the Treatment Court Judge. Reasons for sanctions and the minimum sanction that may be issued include, but are not limited to:
Positive Drug Test

1st: One Weekend in Jail, minimum of 1 individual session, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days

2nd: One Weekend in Jail, 12 hours community service (given 2 weeks to complete), 8 weeks of Stabilization group, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days

3rd: Two Weekends in Jail, 12 hours community service (given 2 weeks to complete), 9:00PM curfew, minimum of 4 weeks of Stabilization group, minimum of 4 individual sessions, 9:00PM curfew for 60 days

4th: Status Review Hearing 

Missed Drug Test

A missed drug test is considered a positive test, unless it is excused. See sanctions for a positive test. If you are excused from a drug test, you must make arrangements with the Director or Treatment Staff to take your test the next day. 

Diluted Drug Test

1st: Warning from Judge and pay $25.00 for test
2nd: Will be considered a positive test; see sanctions for positive test
No Show for Court Session/Made Contact with Treatment Court Staff (Unexcused)

At Discretion of the Judge

1st: One Weekend in Jail, minimum of 1 individual session, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days

2nd: One Weekend in Jail, 12 hours community service (given 2 weeks to complete), 8 weeks of Stabilization group, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days

3rd: Two Weekends in Jail, 12 hours community service (given 2 weeks to complete), 9:00PM curfew, minimum of 4 weeks of Stabilization group, minimum of 4 individual sessions, 9:00PM curfew for 60 days

4th: Status Review Hearing 

Late for Court or Treatment
1st: 8 hours community service, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days
2nd: 12 hours community service, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days
3rd: One Weekend in Jail, 9:00PM curfew for 60 days
4th: Status Review Hearing

No Show for Treatment/ Made Contact with Treatment Court Staff 

At Discretion of the Treatment Provider

1st: One Weekend in Jail, minimum of 1 individual session, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days

2nd: One Weekend in Jail, 12 hours community service (given 2 weeks to complete), 8 weeks of Stabilization group, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days

3rd: Two Weekends in Jail, 12 hours community service (given 2 weeks to complete), 9:00PM curfew, minimum of 4 weeks of Stabilization group, minimum of 4 individual sessions, 9:00PM curfew for 60 days

4th: Status Review Hearing 

Being Disruptive in Treatment

Being Disruptive is determined by your treatment provider but can include leaving group to go to the bathroom, phone disruption, or falling asleep in group

1st: 8 hours community service, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days
2nd: 12 hours community service, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days
3rd: One Weekend in Jail, 9:00PM curfew for 60 days
4th: Status Review Hearing

Missed Appointment with Vocational Rehabilitation or Treatment Court Referring Agency (Unexcused)

1st: Warning

2nd: 8 Hours of Community Service, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days
3rd: 12 Hours Community Service, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days
4th: One Weekend in Jail, 9:00PM curfew for 60 days
5th: Status Review Hearing

Missed Payment of Weekly Treatment Court Fee 

· 4 hours community service
Reporting Late for Sanction Ordered Jail Time

1st: 12 hours community service, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days
2nd: One Weekend in Jail, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days
3rd: Status Review Hearing

Curfew Violations

1st: 8 Hours of Community Service, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days
2nd: 30 Days on Home Detention at Client’s Expense, 9:00PM curfew for 45 days, Stabilization group for a minimum of 4 weeks
3rd: 60 Days on Home Detention at Client’s Expense and 9:00PM curfew for 60 days, Stabilization Group for a minimum of 8 weeks
4th: Status Review Hearing
Not Following Medical Policy

1st: 12 hours community service, 9:00PM curfew for 30 days, and pay for lab test if required

2nd: Status Review Hearing

The following violations can result in a bench warrant and/or review for termination 

1. Unapproved Out of County/State Leave

2. Falsify Drug Screen, Community Service, Self Help Meeting Sheet, or any court document
3. Absent without Leave from Court (A.W.O.L.)
4. No Show/ No Call for Court or Treatment Session

Incentives

As you advance in the Treatment Court program, you will be given incentives based on your individual progress. Each quarter the Treatment Court Team will pick one individual from each program as the Star Client and Most Improved Client. This decision will be based on the client’s overall progress and participation in the program. The Star Client will receive recognition, including a certificate. 
Termination
If you are rearrested, you may be terminated from the program. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Judge has the discretion to determine if the missed appointment was not within your control. The Judge may require written documentation if applicable. Other violations that could result in termination may include, but are not limited to the following: consistently missing Treatment Court appointments, treatment appointments, and drug tests; continued alcohol/drug use, failure to cooperate with Treatment Court Team or treatment, and any violent and/or inappropriate behavior.  The Treatment Court Team can request your termination and/or the Treatment Court Judge can terminate your participation in the program at any time.  If you are terminated from Treatment Court you will immediately begin serving your prison sentence.    

Graduation
Once the Horry County Treatment Court Team has determined that you have successfully met all requirements you will be eligible to graduate and your sentence will be satisfied. Graduations are held once every three months.
WELCOME TO TREATMENT COURT!
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