INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANT SIMPLE DIVORCE
PACKET

PLAINTIFF

WARNING: You are strongly encouraged to seek the advice of an attorney hefore filing
any legal matter. This packet is designed to provide information and forms to people who are
representing themselves in court. If you proceed without an attorney, it may negatively affect
your legal rights. If you are unsure whether to proceed, or have questions about these forms or
your legal rights, consult an attorney. Please note that clerks of court, court staff and judges
cannot give you legal advice.

DISCLAIMER: The information in this packet is not legal advice and cannot replace the
advice of competent legal counsel licensed in your state. Divoree laws vary ftom state fo state
and the information contained in this packet is specific to South Carolina, Please note that the -
information contained in this packet is subject to change and make sure that you have the most
current version of this packet before filing.

1: [ING YOUR PAPERWORK

The following instructions will help you file for a simple divorce in South Carolina pro se, or _
without an attorney. Pro se is a Latin term meaning “in person™ or “on one’s own behalf.” As
the courts see more people representing themselves in court, you may also hear the term self-
represented litigant instead of pro se. While the self-represented litigant may not incur the

attorney expense, the self-represented litigant does not have the expert guidance that an attorney
can provide.

Geetting 2 divorce is not an easy process, and divorce should not be taken lightly, If vou are not
sure whether you want o divorce, do not file these forms, You may want 1o consider an
alternative such as mediation. When you are sure you want to file for a diverce, a filing foc
($130) will be collected by the Clerk of Court at the time of filing, Additionally, Clerk of Court
offices may charge their standard copy fee for the forms in this packet if you request the forms
from their offices.

The self-represented simple divorce packet is designed for people who meet all of the following:
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¥ Are filing on the ground of One (1} Year Continuous Separation without co-
habitation

¥ Have no marital property in OR have reached an agresment on how to divide the

Have no marital debt OR have reached an agreement on how to divide the marital

debt

Have no children AND none are expected OR

<

¥ Have minor children and have reached an agreement as to custody, visitation, and
child support that meets the minimum requirements as set by the South Carolina
Child Support Guidelines.

If you and your spouse have been living in separate dwellings for less than one (1) year or
cannot agree on the issues regarding minor children, marital property, and marital debt,

then obtaining a diverce on your own is not recommended. You need to hire an attorney.

If you do not know an attorney who can assist you, you may call the South Carolina Bar’s
Lawyer Referral Setvice at 1-800-868-2284 and ask for 2 Family Law attorney in your county.
Members of the South Carolina Bar’s Lawyer Referral Service have been in practice for more
than 3 years, are in good standing, have provided proof of malpractice insurance, and have
agreed to provide a 30 minute consultation for no more than $50. If you believe you qualify for
South Carolina Legal Services (SCLS}, you n{ay contact their Legal Aid Telephone Intake
Service (LATIS) at 1-888-346-5592. Please note that to qualify for SCLS, your income must not
be more than 125% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.

If you and your spouse have been living in separate dwellings for more than one (1) year without
co-habitation and can agree on all of the issues involving minor children, property, gnd debt, the
next step i to study all of the forms listed below. The name of each form can be found in the
upper right hand corner and the form number in the bottom left hand corner.

The following eighteen (18) forms are included in this packet:

SCCA 400P SRL-DIV (18/2011) 20f 11
©£2009 South Carotina Judicial Department. Use of this packet is restricted to not-for-profit-purposes.



v Family Court Coversheet (SCCA 467)

¥ Certificate of Exemption (SCRFCFORMIU2)

¥ Summons for Divorce (SCCA 400.01 SRL-DIV)

¥ Complaint for Divorce (SCCA 400.02 SRL-DIV})

¥ Financial Declaration Form (SCCA 430)

v Motion and Affidavit to proceed Jn Forma Pauperiz (SCCA 403F)
v Acceptance of Service (SCCA 400.03 SRL-DIV)

v Affidavit of Service by Matling (SCCA 400.04 SRL-DIV)

v Affidavit of Defanlt for Divorce (SCCA 400.07 SRL-DIV)

v Request for Hearing (SCCA 400.08 SRL-DIV)

v Affidavit of Service by Mailing (Notice of Hearing) (SCCA 400.09 SRL-DIV)
v TFinal Order of Diverce (SCCA 400.10 SRL-DIV)

v Report of Divorce and Annulment of Marriage (DHEC 0682)

¥ Defendant’s Answer (SCCA 400.05 SRL-DIV)

v Affidavit of Service by Mailing (Answer) (SCCA 400.06 SRL-DIV}

v

Sample Script for Questioning the Witness in a Simple Divorce Action {SCCA 400
SRL-DIV)

<

Sample Seript for Plaintiffs Testimony (SCCA 400.11 SRL-DIV)
v Judgment in a Family Court Case (SCRCP Form 4F)

Some of the information on each form will be the same, such as your name and address, but each
form has a different purpose and requires different information. It is imﬁortant that you make
copies of afl divorce paperwork. Keep the paperwork in a safe place and bring it to court with
vou. Ifany necessary infoﬁnaﬁm is missing, you risk your case being dismissed or rescheduled.
I your case is dismissed, you will have to begin again by filing your information with the Clerk
of Conrt a second time and paying the fiting fee (§150).

To begin, print the first five forms listed above: (1) the Family Court Caver Sheet (SCCA 467);
(2) Certificate of Exemption (SCRFCFORMO2); (3) Summons for Divoree (SCCA 400.01 SRL~
DIV); (4) the Complaint for Divorce (SCCA 400,02 SRL-DIV); and (5) the Financial
Declaration Form (SCCA 430). On all five (5) forms print your name in the space labeled
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«“Plaintiff” Next, print your spouse’s name where it is labeled “Defendant.” This section of all

legal forms is called the caption. This caption should be completed on all forms filed with the
coutt.

On the Family Court Cover Sheet [SCCA. 467), print your comtact information in the appropriate
spaces below the caption, which includes your name, address, and a reliable telephone number.
Please check the box next to “divoree™ to indicate the action you are filing. Sign and date the
Cover Sheet at the bottom of the page, and set this page aside.

The next Form is the Certificate of Exemption (SCRFCFORMO2), One of the four categories
must be checked in order to proceed with your self-represented divorce. Most Plaintiffs will find
that the last option, “custody and visitation are not contested in this action,” will apply. If you
are not sure, proceeding on your own may not be the best option for you, and you may want to
hire an attorney. If you and your spouse have agreed on the custody and visitation schedule of
your minor children, then indicate in the space provided whether Plaintiff (you) or Defendant
(your spouse) will have custody and provide detailed information about the visitation schedule.
Sign and date the Certificate of Exemption and set this page aside.

The next three forms — Summons for Divorce, Complaint for Divores, and Financtal Declaration
Form — will become the official court record that will establish your case once you file them. It

is important to complete each form accurately and truthfully. Complete these forms fo the best
of your ability.

The Complaint for Divores asks questions about where you live and how long you or your
spouse have lived in South Carolina. You cannot file for divorce in South Carolina unless either
you or your spouse have resided in South Carolina for 4 certain peried of time, either: (1) you
have lived in South Carolina for at least one year prior to the start of this action; (2) you are a
resident of another state, but your spouse has lived in South Carolina for at least one year prior fo
the start of this action; or (3) you and your spouse both live in South Carolina and you have lived
in South Carolina for at least three (months prior to the start of this action. Please check the hox
on the Complaint that best describes your residency.
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The Financial Declaration Form asks questions about the finances of both you and your spouse.
Fill oyt the sections of the form that apply to you. If applicable, attach a copy of your most
recent pay stub. You must take the Financial Declaration Form to & notary public before you
sign it. Do not sign this form until you are in front of a notary. The notary must witness

vour signature on the Financial Declaration Form.

The next step, which officially begins the divorce process, is to {ile the papers with the
appropriate Clerk of Court, Family Court Division, and to pay the filing fee ($150). 1f you, the

Plaintiff, are a resident of South Carolina, you can choose one of the three following courthouses
in which to file your case;

a) in the county where you and your spouse last shared a residence, OR
b) in the county where your spouse lives at the time of filing, OR

¢) in the county whete you live, if your spouse is a non-resident of the State of South
Carclina.

1f you, the Plaintiff, are not a resident of South Catolina, the action must be filed in the county
where the Defendant lives, Physical locations of all South. Carolina Family Courts can be found
in the tclephone book or online at hitp://www sceourts.org. Only bring cash, a cashier’s check,
or money order for the filing fee ($150); do not bring 8 personal check.

¥f you feel you are unable to pay the filing fee because you do not mest the federal poverty
guidelines, you may submit the form titted “Motion and Affidavit to Proceed In Forma Pauperis™
with a copy of your signed and notarized Financial Declaration attached to the Motion to
the Clerk of Court. By filling ont and signing this form and having it notarized, you are
sweating under oath that you do not have the funds available to pay the filing fee ($150). The
judge will review your motion, Ifthe motion is denied, vou must pay the filing fee ($150) and
other fees by the date set by the'court, [fthe fee Is not paid on or before that date, your case will

be distmissed, and yon will have to begin the process again by re-filing vour information.
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After you determine which Family Court is the correct county in which to file, make two copies
of the entire packet and take your originals and copies to the Clerk of Court in that county. The
Clerk of Court witl: (1) assign your case a docket number; (2) record the docket number on the
upper right hand corner of all of the forms; (3) keep the originals; and (4) return two copies of

the forms to you. 1t is important that you print the docket number that has been issued for your
case on all fiture forms you file with the court.

PART 2: SERVICE OF PROCESS

After you receive copies of the documents from the Clerk of Court, you will need to serve one
copy of the Family Court Cover Sheet, Certificate of Exemption, Summons for Divorce,
Complaint for Divorce, and the Financial Declaration Form on your spouse or spouse’s atiormey.

This is called Service of Process and can be done in one of four ways:

1) 1.8, MATL

You must send these documents Certified Mail, Restricted Delivery, Return Receipt
Requested. When you get the return receipt card (green card) back from the U.s. Pﬁst
Office, check it to make sure your spouse signed the card, If someone other than your

spouse signed the return receipt card (green card), re-send ail the docnments again
by certified mail.

If you receive the return receipt card (green card) and it was signed by your spouse,
record the docket number you received from the Clerk of Court and the words “Summons
and Complaint” across the top of the return receipt (green card) and then make a copy of
the card for your file. Next, complete and sign the Affidavit of Mailing form before a
notary, Do not sign this form until yow are in front of a notary. The notary must
witness your signature on the Affidavit of Mailing. Attach the retum receipt card

(green card) to the notarized Affidavit of Mailing and take it to the Clerk of Coutt’s
office for filing.
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If you do not get the refurn receipt card (green card) back, you may have to call your
Jocal Sheriff's office to serve the papers on your spouse. There may be a charge for this
service by the Sheriffs office. If your Motion to Proceed In Forma Pauperis was
granted, provide a copy to the SherifPs office,

2) PERSONAL SERVICE

If your spouse is willing to accept service, provide your spouse with an Acceptance of
Service form. After your spouse completes the form, teke it the Clerk of Court’s office
for filing. Ask the Clerk of Court to make a copy of the form for you at the time of filing.

3) SHERTFF'S OFFICE

Contact the Sheriff’s office in the county where the Defendant fives or works to serve the
papers. When the Sheriff serves the papers, ask the office to complete the bottom half of
the Affidavit of Service form before a notary, have the form notarized, and return the
form to you. File the notarized Affidavit of Setvice with the Clerk of Court.

PROCESS SERVER

Private process servers are listed in the telephone book. There will be a fee for this
service. Using a calendar, count thirty-five (35) days afier your spouse received the
forms (not counting the day your spouse was served) and mark that day on a calendar,
On that day, if you have not received an Answer from your spouse, complete the
Affidavit of Default for Divorce (SCCA 400.07 SRL-DIV) and the Request for Hearing
(SCCA 400.08 SRL-DIV). On the Affidavit of Default for Divoree, print the month, day,
and year the Summons and Complaint was delivered. Check whether the forms were
served by personal service, certified mail, or acceptance of service. Do mot sign this

form until you are in front of a notary. The notary must witness your signature on
the Affidavit of Default for Divorce. '

Next, complete the Request for Hearing (SCCA 400.08 SRL-DIV}, Print your name in the space
marked “Plaintiff. * Print your address, telephone number, and enail address where requested.

Print any comments or issues that you would like to bring to the Court’s attention and sign your
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sname at the bottom of the form where it says “Plaintiff.” Take the original Affidavit of Default
for Divores, Request for Hearing, and the Return Receipt (Green Card) to the Court and file
them with the Clerk of Court. Ask the Clerk of Court to make a copy of these forms for you.

1f you received an Answer from your spouse within 35 days, and that Answer indicates that your
spouse agrees with every paragraph in your Complaint, complete a Request for Hearing form
and file it with the Clerk of Court, Ask the Clerk of Court to make a copy of this form for you.

¥f you received an Answer from your spouse that indicates he/she does not agree with every

patagraph in your Complaint, then your divorce is contested and you need to hire an attomney.

The Clerk of Court will inform you of your hearing date by mailing youn a Notice of Bearing.
After you receive the Notice of Hearing from the Court, you must provide a copy to your spouse
Or spouse”s attorney at least 10 days befote the hearing. The Notice of Hearing needs to be sent

to your spouse or spouse’s attorney by eertified mail, return receipt requested.

You will then need to complete the Affidavit of Service by Mailing (Notice of Hearing) (SCCA
400.09 SRL-DIV) before a notary. This form indicates when you mailed the Notice of Hearing.
Do not sign this form until you are in front of 2 notary. The notary must witness your
signature on the Affidavit of Service by Mailing (Notice of Heariag).

If the envelope used to mail the Notice of Hearing to your spouse is returned from the U.S. Post
Office, take the returned envelope to the hearing. If is only necessary to show that the Notics of

Hearing was ruailed. You do not have to show that your spouse actually received the notice.

To prepare for the hearing, complete the Final Order of Divorce and the Report of Divorce or
Annulment of Marriage (DHEC Form 0682). On the Final Order of Divoree, print the date
assigned for your hearing, the name of the judge assigned to your case, and, if you know it, the

name of your spouse’s attorney. Complete the Report of Divorce or Anmutment of Marriage
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(DHEC Form 0682). In addition, ask someone who has personal knowledge that you have lived
separate and apart from your sponse for one (1) year to testify under oath in Court on'the day of

your hearing. Ask more than one person to testify on your behalf in case there are last-minute
problems.

On the day of your hearing, you and your witness should arrive at the courthouse at feast thirty
(30) minutes prior to your scheduled time. Make sure to take the copies of your documents with
vou to court. Dress appropriately and turn off your cell phones. Appropriate dress inclhudes
suits, jackets, dresses, or dress slacks, Males shonld tuck their shirts into their pants. Casuat
clothing such as sweat clothes, tank tops, shorts, and similar summer beach wear is not
appropriate for the courtroom. Remeove hats when entering the courtroom, unieés they are
required for a medical condition. Most eousts do not allow children inte the courtroom so make

arrangements for a responsible adult to watch your children while you are in court.

When it is time for your hearing, the Bailiff wilt call your name, At that time, enter the
courtroom, sit, and wait for the judge fo ask you if you are ready. When the judge asks if you are
ready, please stand if you are able to and say: “May it please the Court, my pame is

, and Y am ready to proceed in this divorce action.” The judge will tell you to
proceed or wait. When the judge is ready, tell the judge that you will be the first witness in this
hearing, You will take the witness stand and take an oath to tell the truth. Make sure you tell the
judge everything outlined in the Complaint. If necessary, you can look at your Complaint to
remind you of all the details you need fo cover to prove your case. This packet also includes a
Sample Script for Plaintiff’s Testimony that you may use. It is very important to tell the judge
everything in your Complaint, since leaving out any detail may keep you from getting a |

divoree,

The judge may interrupt you from time to time to ask you a question. Listen carefully and
answer the questions the judge asks you. When you are finished testifying, you will call your
witness to the stand and ask questions that will help prove your case. You may use the “Sample

Script for Questioning the Witness in a Simple Divorce Action” form included in this packet.
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If the judge grants the divosce, hand the judge the Final Order of Divorce and the completed
Report of Divoree or Annulment (DHEC Form 0682).

The judge may ask that you also cemplete SCRCP Form 4F — Judgment in a Family Court Case.
1f the judge asks you to complete the Form 4F, be sure the form is filled out completely by
following the steps listed below:

1) Be sure the correct information is entered in the caption field at the top of the form,
inchuding names of the plaintiff and defendant, judicial circuit, and docket number,

2) Inthe “submitted hy” box, enter your name and check the box named “Self-
Represented Litigant.”

3) In the “Decision by Court section” check the box which reads “This action came to
trial, hearing or was resolved by consent and an order was rendered.”

4) In the “Order Information” section, check the box “Final order” to indicate that this is
a final order from the court.

5) Sinee there is no property involved in this simple divoree action, place "N/A" in ohe
of the boxes in the section named “Information for the Public Index/Transcript of
Tudgment."

The judge will sign the Final Order of Diveree and the Form 4-F, Make sure the Final Order of
Divorce and the Judgment in a Family Court Case forms are filed with the Clerk of Court, Make
sure you get 4 certified copy of each form, The Clerk of Court will provide your spouse or your
spouse’s atiomey with a copy of the Final Order of Divorce.

NOTE: Yeu are not divorced the Final _ for Divorce has been signed by the

judge and filed with the Clerk of Court. ¥ou are divorced when vou receive a clocked copy
of the Final Order of Diverce from the Clerk of Court.
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Flaintiff Simpte Divorce Checklist

«  Complete the first five forms in this packet -- Family Court Cover Sheet, Certificate of Exemption,
Summons for Divoree, Complaint for Divoree, and the Financial Declaration Form.

- File the five forms with the Clerk of Court in the appropriate county.

Serve copies of the five forms on your spouse or spouse’s attorney in one of four ways: (1) 1.8, Mail; (2)
Personal Service; (3) Sheriffs office; or (4) Process server.

-~ Count thirty-five (35) days from the day your spouse was served,

& Ifyou do not receive an Answer, file the Affidavit of Default for Divorce, Request for Hearing,
and the Return Receipt (Green Card) with the appropriate Clerk of Court.

o Hyoursceived an Answer and your spouse agrees with evety paragraph in your Complaing, then
file 2 Request for Hearing with the Clerk of Court,

o Ifyoureceived an Answer and your spouse does not agree with every paragraph it your
Complaint, then your divoree is contested and you shotdd hire an attorney.

- Once you receive the Notice of Hearing from the Clerk of Court, mail a copy of this Notice to your spouse

or spouse’s attorney (at Jeast ten days before the hearing date). File the Affidavit of Mailing with the
Clerk of Court.

- To prepare for your divorce hearing, complete the Final Order of Divorce and the Report of Divorce or
Annulment of Marriage (DHEC Form), and ask someone who can testify that yvou have lived apart from
your spouse for at least a year to serve as your witness.

- Onthe day of your hearing, you and your witness should arrive at least 30 minutes early and be sure o
dress appropriately, turn off your cell phones, and remove your hats. Unless the judge specifically requests
that you bring your children, it is best if you do not bring yeur child/children to the Court hearing.

- Atthe hearing you and your witness will testify,

- The judge will allow your spouse to present his/her case, and you will have an opportunity to ask your
spouse guestions.

- Atthe end of the hearing the judge will sign the Final Order for Divoree and the Form 4F.

- Be sure that the signed Final Grder for Divorce and Form 4F is filed with the Clerk of Court’s office and
you receive a clocked copy for your files.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) N THE FAMILY COURT

); JUDICIAY, CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF ) -

)

)

Plaintiff, ) FAMILY COURT COGVERSHEET
V8. )
)
)

Defendant. ) Docket No.

NOTE: The caversheet and information contained herebn neither replaces nov supplements the filing and service of pleadings or
other papers as vequired by lyw, This form is required for docketing parposes for the Clerk of Court and must be signed snd dated,
* and fitked out completely, A copy of this coversheet must be served oa the defendani(s) along with the Summons and Complaint,

Submiited by: 8C Bar #

Address: Telephone #
Fax #

Email: Other;

DOCKETING INFORMATION (Check one box below if filing in 2 Mandatory Mediation County)
[C1This case is subject to MEDIATION pursuant to the Family Court Aliertative Dispute Regolution Rules,
[ IThis cage is exempt from ADR (certificate attached),

Natore of Action Codes
{Cheels One)
Marital Dissolation Sapport
Divoree (110) Child Support~ Private (501}
Anmdment [120) Child Suppart — Administative Process (502)
Senarate Support aod Mainienanee {130) ] Child Support — Jadicial Process (503)

1 Regietontion of Rorsign Divorce Decres —withont support/custody (150) Repistration of Forzign Crder of Suppart (504)
Registration of Forsign Divorce Decres —with suppart/oustady (1913 TIESA - Oaigoing (505}
Marits| Dissoltion — Other {199 T DIFSA - Freoming (506)
] Modificetion of Child Support — Prvate {307)
[T Modification of Ghild Support— DSS (308}

‘ Abuse snd Neglect [ ] Medificetion of Alimany (525)
[ Afuse and Neglect — Child (210) [] College Expenses (530)
[ T1 Abuss and Neglert — Adult (220) [ TSugport — Dther (359)
Abuse and Neglect — Otier {259)
Cusindy/Visitation
] Chitd Custody/Visitation (6107
Juventle Delingnency % Madification of Custody/Visitation (515)
T Trupsey (311 Registration of Forelgn Child Custody Order (5903
[Tl Tncomizhle 312) [T Custody/Visitation — Other (6583
Runawsy £313)
Criming} Ofense (320} Miscellamenus Avtions
" [} Fuvenile Delmotency — Other (395) 1 Name Changs (7103
Comection/Birth Record {720)
Judicip] Bypass (730)
Adogption {740}
Protecilon from Domestic Abuse [ Foreipn Adoptiod (745)
L i Domestic Abuse — fntlmete Pariner (410} Foat Digaolntion Eguitable Distribution [750)
Domestic Abuse — Minor {420} Patemity— Privaie {761}
Registration of Foreign Urier of Profeetion (A00) Patornity - DS5 (162)
Thomeatic bouse — Other (499) ] Termenation of Parental Kights — Private (7713
. T Termination of Parsntal Rights —D8§ (772}
[ Misceliancous Achiohs — Dthers (790)
Sabmiiting Parly Signature: Date:

Custodial Parent (if applicable):

Note: Frivolons civil proceedings are subject to sanctions pursuant fo Rule 11, SCRCP and the Senth Carvliva Frivolous Clvil Proceedings
Sanetions Act, 5.C. Code Ann, § 15-36-10 et seq.
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FOR MANDATED ADR COUNTIES ONLY
Allendale, Anderson, Beaufort, Clarendon, Colleton, Florence, Greenville, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Lee,

Lexington, Oconee (Family Court Only) Pickens (Family Court Only), Richland, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg,
and York Couutles.

SUPREME COURT RULES REQUIRE MEDIATION OF ALL CONTESTED DOMESTIC RELATIONS
ACTIONS, IF THE DOCKETING INFORMATION ON PAGE 1 OF THIS COVERSHEET INDICATES THAT
THIS CASE I8 SUBJECT TO MEDIATION YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT MEDIATED SETTLEMENT
CONFERENCES ARE REQUIRED IN THIS CASE, AND THAT THE COURT-ANNEXED ADR RULES
SHALL APPLY TO ALL CASES IN WHICH MEDIATION IS REQUIRED. FOR ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION CONCERNING THR PROCESS AND TIME FRAMES, PLEASE CONSULT THE ADR
RULES. KEY SECTIONS OF THE RULES ARE IDENTIFIED BELOW.

CONTESTED ACTIONS INVOLVING CUSTODY AND VISITATION

Rule 3 Actions Subject to ADR

Rule 4(d){1){(3)(4) &(5) Appointment of Mediator by Family Court
Rule 5(g) Scheduling in Family Court

Rule 6(2) Agreement in Family Court

Rule 7(f) Reporting Results of Conference

Rule 9 Compensation of Nentral

© ALL OTHER CONTESTED ACTIONS

Rule 3 Actions Subject to ADR

Rule 4(d}2)(3)(4) &£(5) Appointment of Mediator by Family Court
Rule 5(g) Scheduoling in Family Court

Rule 6(g) Agreement in Family Court

Rule 7(H Reporting Results of Conference

Rule 9 Compensation of Neutral

Indigent Cases: Where a mediator has been appointed, a party may move before the Chief Judge for
Administrative Purposes to be exempted from payment of neutral fees and expenses based upon
indigency. Applications for indigency shall be filed no later than ten (10) days after the ADR conference

has been concluded. Determination of indigeney shall be in the sole discretion of the Chief Judge for
Administrative Purposes.

Please Note: Attendance at mediated settlement eonferences is mandatory. You must comply with

the Sapreme Court rules regarding court-ordered mediation. Failure to do so may affect your case
and may result in sanctions.

Note: Erivolous civil procecdings are subject to senctions pursuant to Rute 11, SCRCP and the South Carolina Frivatous Civil Proceedings
Sanctions Act, 8.C. Code Ann, § 15-36-10 ¢f seq.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE FAMILY COURT

) ) JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF )
)
)

) CERTIFICATE OF
Plaintiff, ) EXEMPTION

V5. )
)
)

Defendant. } Docket No,

I certify that this action is exempt from mediation based on the following:

This is a contempt action.

This action invoives issues of custody or visitation, but these issues were submitted to
mediation with a certified mediator prior to filing this action.

Other showing of exception circumstances:

Custody and visitation ate not an issue in this action because there are no children.

oo O Od

Custody and visitation are not contested in this action because the parties have agreed that

custody shall be with (JPlaintiff/[_{Defendant) and that agreed visitation rights are as
follows:

Date;

Signature of Attorney for
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROCLINA

3 IN THE FAMILY COURT

) ____JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF )
)

) SUMMONS FOR DIVORCE
Plaintiff, ) (One Year Continuous Separation)
Vs, )
)
)
Defendant. ) Docket No.

To the DEFENDANT Above-MNamed:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that you have been sued by the Plaintiff for DIVORCE in the Court
indicated above, You must respond in writing to the attached Complaint for Divorce and serve a copy
of your Answer on the Plaintiff at the address below within thirty (30) f.iayé after the service of this

Summons upon you, not counting the day of service, or thirty-five (35) days if you were served by
certified mail, restricted delivery, return receipt requested.

If you wish to retain an attormney to represent you in this matter, it is advisable to do so before
submitting your Answer to the Plaintiff.

If you do not answer the Complaint within the required thirty (30) days, the Court may grant a
DIVORCE and grant the Plaintiff the relief requested in the Complaint.

Date; ,20

Plaintiff’s Signature
,8.C. Address:
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE FAMILY COURT
) _____JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF )
)
)
) COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE
Plaintiff, ) (One Year Continuous Separation)
V3. )
)
)
Defendant. 3} Docket No.
Plaintiff, , would respectfully show this Court the following:
1. Plaintiff is a resident of County, Stats of
2. Upon information and belief, Defendant is a resident of County,
State of
3. Plaintiff and Defendant last shared a residence in County, State of

e

4, Subject matter jurisdiction {check one):
[] Plaintiff has lived in South Carolina for over one year prior to the start of this action; or
("] Plaintiff and Defendant have both lived in South Carolina for longer than three (3) months
prior fo the start of this action; or
[T} Plaintiff is a resident of another state, but Defendant has lived in South Carolina for more
than one (1) year.

%, Plaintiff is informed and believes this Court has subject matter jurisdiction over the issues and
personal jurisdiction over the parties in this action.

. Plantiff and Defendant were married to sach other on
(monthfday),  (year), in County, City of

in the State of

7. Plaintiff and Defendant separated on or about (month/day)

, (year). The parties have remained living separate
and apart from each ofher without cohabitation for more than one (1) continuous year prior to
filing this action.

8. There are:
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] no minor children of this marriage and none are expected; or

] number of child(rer) were born of this marriage: namely
Name Date of Birth
9. The parties:
{1 have no marital property or
["] have agreed as to how the marital propersy shali be divided.
10. The parties:
{1 have no marital debt or

[] have agreed as to how the marital debt shall be divided.
11, Name Change

[ The ({IPlaintiff{ |Defendant) requests to resume the former name of

] The (IPlaintiff{ |Defendant) doss not request to resume the former name.
] The preference is nnknown.

12, Plaintiff believes that this marriage is forever broken and is that Plaintiff is entitled to a
complete and final divorce, a vinculo matrimonii, from Defendant upon the ground of One (D
Year’s Continuous Separation, pursuant to § 20-3-10(5) of the Code of Laws of South Carolina,
1976, as amended.

13. Plaintiff gives up the right to alimony and believes Defendant should be barred from receiving
giimony from the Plaintiff.

14, There is no collusion. (agreement to defraud the court) between the parties to get a divorce, and
reconciliation of the parties is not possible.
15.

Plaintiff asks that this Court to grant the following relief:

A, For an Order of diverce, a vinculo matrimonii, from Defendant upon the ground of

One (1) Year’s Continuons Separation, pursuant to § 20-3-10(5) of the Code of
Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 4s amended;

SCCA 400.02 SRL-DIV (7/2011) Page 2 of 3



B. For an Order allowing the Plainfiff to resume the former name of

pursuant to §20-3-180 of the Code of Laws of

South Carolina, 1976, as amended; (If ne name change is requested, please leave
blank).

C. For all other just and proper relief.

I affirrn under the penalties of perjury that the statements and representations in the Complaint are true.

" Date ,20
,8.C. Plaintiffs Signature
Printed Name of Plaintiff
Street Address

City, State, Zip .

Telephone No.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA N THE FAMILY COURT OF THE
_ JODKCIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF
FINANCIAL DECLARATION
Plaintiff, OF
AEN
Defendant. Daocket No.
HUSBAND/FATHER WIFEMOTHER
Address Address
Ags Age
Occupation Occupation
Employer Emplayer
Employer Employer
Address Address
Gross Monthly Incone Hushand/Father “Wife/Mother
Principal Earnings from Employment '
Overtime, Tips, Commission, Borges *
Pensions, Retirement, and Annuities income
Additional Employment income
Socinl Sectrity Benefits (55A) and VA Banefits
Dizebility and Worker's Compensation Benefits
Unemployment and AFDD
Spousal or Child Support ffrom other marmirge/relationship)
Tividends, Interest, Trust Income, and Cepitel Gaing
Rental Incore and Business Profits
Diher (Specify)
TOTAL GROSS MONTHLY INCOME
Payroll Deductions from Monthly Income Hushand/Fatier WifeMother

Federal Income Tux

State Income Tax

Social Security and Medicare Tax (FICA)

Self-Employment Tax

Health and Dental Insurence (Adult}

Health end Dental Insmanpe {Child)

Union Dues

Voluntery Retirement Contribution (401(K), 457, IRA)

Mandatory Retirement Contribution

Sevings Plan

[ Other (Specify):

TOTAL MONTHLY DEDUCTIONS

NET MONTEEY INCOME *

TP

SCCA 430 (12/2009)
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Estimste monthly expenses: (Specify which party is the custodial parent and Jist name and sefationship of all members of household
whose expenses are included,

MONTHLY EXPENSES Husband/Father
Residential Rent Payment
Note or Mortgage Payment on Residence(s)
Food end Household Supplies
Utilities, Water, and Gerbage Collection
Telephone and Cellular Phone
Medical, Dental and Disability Insursnge Premiums (not
deducted from paycheck)
Tife Insurance Preminms (not dedncted from paychecky
Child Support (ftom other relationship)
Work Related Day Care
Spousal Support {from prior marriage)
Auto Paynent

Vife/Mother

Auto Tnsnrance, taxes, gasoline, and muintenance
BUBTOTAL:

Real Property Tax on Residence(s)
Maintenance for household
Adult Clothing

CHildren’s Clothing ¥

Cable Television, Satetlite, and Infernet/Online Services
Laurdry aud Dry Cleaning

Medical and Dental Bxpenses (not paid by insuranes)
Preseriptions, Glasses, end Contacts {nof prid by insurence)
Children’s insidentsl sxpenzes '

Schiool lunches, suppiles, field trps, and fees
Enterizinment

Adult Incidental expenses
All Tostaliment payments ©

Dther (Specify):
SUBTOTAL:
TOTAL MONTHELY EXPENSES
Instaliment Loan Payments Section
Creditor For

Monthly Payment Balanve Cwed by *
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Cther Debts and Obligations not payable in monthly instailments

Creditor For Date Payable Balance Owed by

Are you currently in Bankruptey? [] YBS [ ]NO

Are any obligations listed above, incloding mortgage and note payments, in arrears? dyes[No
1f ves, please list the obligations in arrears.

All Maritel Property Known to Parties

Asgels Hugband/Father ‘Wife/Mother Joint

Cash and Money s Checling Acoount(s)

Money in Savings Account(s), Credit Unjun, Money Mazket,
ot Cert, of Dep,

Value of Voluntery Retirement Accouni(s)

Vafue of Pension Account

Valug of Publicly Heldl Stocks, Bonds, Sccurities, Mufual
Funds

Value of Privately Heid Stocks ad Other Buainess

Vniue of Keal Estate — Net of Mortgage Balrnees

Value of All Gther Property”
TOTAL ASSETS
Any Non Marital Property Known to Parties .
Description of Asszt Title Ovmer Dafe of Soarce of Fands to Estimate Present market

Acquisition - Aciynires Value

If total assets are less than $300,000.80, sign and have notarized.

If total assets are greater than $300,000.00, itemize sssefs by completing additional sections below and
sign and have notarized.

Financial Accounts Section™®

Owaer Name of Imstltution Type of Acconnt Balarce
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Voluntary Retirement Accounts and Pension Accounts Section

Type of Account

Yalue

Publicly Held Stocks, Bonds, Securities, Mutual Funds Section (Non-Retirement)”

Name of Company Number of Shares/Typs of Aceount Valne
Real Estate Seetion®
Owner | Address Value Mortgage Belance Morigage Equity
Other Properiy Section”
I Owner | Description of Auset Value . Loaa Balance Equity
Sipnature
Sworn to before me this day
of , 20
(SEAL)

Notary Public for South Carolina
My commission expites:
Custedial Parent (if applicable):
SCCA 430 (12/2009) 40of 5




A recent paystub should be attached to the Financial Declaration. Te compute Principal Earnings from Employment, first
determine whether you are paid semi-monthly, biweekly, or weekly. If you are peid semi-monthly, multiply the gross
amount of your pay check by two. Ifyou are paid biweekly, multiply the gross amonunt of your pay check by 26 and then
divide by 12. If'you are paid weekly, multiply the amount of your paycheck by 52 and divide by twelve. Round to the

nearest whote dollar.

2. To compute {veriime, Tips, Commission, and/or Bonuses, take an average of your monthly eamings from overtime, tips,
commission, bonuses, ete. from the past three years or the length of employment if employed less than three years (including
fhis year},

3. To computs State, Local, and Social Security Tax deductions, use the same formula used to compute principal earnings in
endnote 1 above, or consult or have your attorney consult an accountant.

4, Net monthly Income is equal to Tofal Gross Monthly Income minus Total Monthly Deductions.

5. Do not include any expense in the Monthly Expenses section that has already been inclnded in the Deductions from Gross
Monthly Ingome on page one of the Declaration,

6, Food Expense is to include the cost of groceries, toilefries, cleaning supplies, and casual eating out.

7. Auto Expenses are 1o include gaseline, oil changes, tune-ups, tire replacement, maintenance, and related ifems.

3, Maintenance for Household is to include appliance and household repairs, landscaping, house cleaning, pest confrol, pool
service, alarm service, and other related items.

9.

Clothing Bxpense is to include shoes and clothing purchases, clothing repair and alterstions, and related items,

10. Laundry Expense is to include the cost of laundry service, dry cleaning, and related jtems.

11. Children's Incidents] Expenses are to include allowance, summer canp, behy sitters, lessons, activities, participatory sports,

and related items.
12. School Expense is ta include tnitich, supplies, field trips, dues, tutors, jocker rentals, school tunches, and other relited items.
13. Entertainment is to include movies, theater, vacations, sporting events, compact discs, digitel video discs, and related items.

14, Adult Incidentsl Expenses are to include cosmetics, hair and nail care, books, magazines, newspapers, business dues,
memberships, pets, charity, religious dues or tithes, gifts, bank charges, hobbies, and related items.

15. All nstallment Loan Payments is the total smount iternized in Tnstallment Loan Payments Section, which should include all
loan payments not already listed as a monthly expense. Examples: home equity loan, gredit cards, sfc.

16. Indicate which spouse legally owes the payment (husband, wife, or joint).

17, Other property is to include automobiles (minus loan balance), boats (minus loan balance), furniture, furnishings, china,
silver, jewalry, collectibles, and other persons! property.

18. temize Financial Accounts such as checking, savings, credit union, money market, or certificate of deposit accounts in the
Financial Accounts Section.

19. Itemize Publicly Held Stocks, Bends, Securities, Stock Options and Mutual Funds {excluding retirement accounts) in the
Publicly Held Stocks, Bonds, Securities, Motual Funds Section.

26. Itemize sach parcel of Real Estate in the Real Estate Section.
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£57 % SOUTH CAROLENA

; JUDICIAL BRANCH

STATE OF SOUTH CAROQOLINA )
) INTHE _
COUNTY OF )
) smseree 0 JUDIGIAL CIRCUIT
)
Plaintiff, ) MOTION AND AFFIDAVIT TO
) PROCEED [N FORMA PAUPERIS
VS. )
)
)
Defendant. ) FILE NO.

Motion for Waiver of Costs and Fees

l, , am unable to pay the costs of filling and service in the

present matter and request that the court waive the costs and allow me to proceed in

forma pauperis.

Plaintiff submits the following financial declaration and affidavit in support of the above
motion. :

Address

Age

Occupation
Employer
Employer Address

Gross Monthly Income Amount:
1) Earnings (attach recent pay stubs)
2) Overtime
3) Social Security, VA Benefits,

Workers’ Comp or Disability (SSI)
4} Unemployment
- 5) Alimony / Child Support (receiving)

6) Other (Specify)

Total Amount (Add lines 1-6):

Assets Amount:
1) Cash
2) Money in Bank Accounts (Checking & Savings)
3) IRA/401k/ Pensions
4) Other (Specify)
Total Amount (Add lines 1-4):
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%, SDUTH CARCLINA

-+ JUDICIAL BRANCH
Monthly Expenses Amount:

1)  Rent/ Mortgage
2) Utilities
3) Cell phone / Phone
4)  Food
5)  Child Support / Alimony (Paying)
6) Child Care

7) Car Payment
8) Car Operating Expenses
(Insurance, gas, maintenance)
9) Clothing
10) Cable / Satellite TV / Internet
11) Medical / Dental / Vision Expenses
12) Medical / Dental / Vision Insurance
13) Credit Card / Loan Payments
14) Other (Specify)
Total Amount (Add lines 1-14):

Sworn to before me this day

Of , 20 Signature of Plaintiff

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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63?““\ SOUTH CAROLINA
Lisd JUDICIAL BRANCH

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

)
COUNTY OF )

) : JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Plaintiff, ) ORDER
} IN FORMA PAUPERIS
VS. )
)
)
Defendant. ) FILE NO.
ORDER

] Leave is Granted to proceed in forma pauperis without payment of the filing fee.
L] Leave is Granted to proceed in forma pauperis without payment of the service cost.

D Leave is Denied to proceed in forma pauperis pursuant to Ex parte Martin, 321 S.C.
533,471 S.E.2d 134 (1995).

[] Leave is Denied to proceed in forma pauperis. Plaintiff has failed to establish
compliance with the Poverty Guidelines pursuant to Rule 3(b)(1), SCRCP.

If denied, this case will be dismissed without further order of the court if the filing
fee and associated costs are not paid on or before - SRR R
20 -

Dated: . . - , 20

‘2 Judicial Cireuit

Presiding Judge, 1.

-, South Carolina

NOTICE TO PLAINTIFF: The Court may assess costs against either party at hearing.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE FAMILY COURT

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF

ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE
{One Year Continuous Separation)

Plaintiff,

e St S Ve e S et b e S

Defendant, )} Docket No,

Pursuant to Rule 4(j), SCRCP, I certify that I received a copy of the Family Court Coversheet,
Certificate of Exemption, Summens, Complaint for Divorce, and Financial Declaration in this action
on{ / / )atthe following location:

Date; 3 20

Defendant’s Signature
» 8.C.
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA IN THE FAMILY COURT

JUBICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF

BY MAILING
{One Year Continuous Separation)

)
)
:
) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
)
Plaintify, )
)
)
)

Defendant, ) DocketNo.

Personally appeared the Plaintiff who states that ($)he served the Defendant with a copy
of the Family Court Coversheet, Certificate of Exeraption, Summons, Complaint for Divorce and
Financial Declaration by certified mail, restricted defivery, return receipt requested (receipt

attached) in the United States Mail, with proper postage attached, on( / /) addressed
as follows: -

Sworn 1o before me this

day of , 20

Notary Public of South Carolina Plaintiff

My Commission expires:
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE FAMILY COURT
) JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF }
)
)
) AFFIDAVIT OF DEFAULY
Plaintiff, } FOR DIVORCE
VS, ) {One Year Contihuous Separation)
)
)
Defendant. } Docket Na.

Personally appeared the Plaintiff who states that the Defendant was served with a copy of
the Family Court Caversheet, Certificate of Exemption, Summons, Complaint for Divorce and
Financial Declaration on the __ day of , 20 .The Defendant was
served in the following manner:

{Check One}

Personal service — an Affidavit of Service has been filed with this Court,

] Certified mail, restricted delivery — and Affidavit of Service by Mailing and retom receipt
have been filed with this Court.

"]  Accepting service — an Acceptance of Service has been filed with this Court.

The Plaintiff forther states that
1) more than 30 days have passed since the dats of service;

2) no centested Answer or other responsive pleadings have been served upon the Plaintiff as
required by the Summmons;

3) Defendant is either not in active milifary service of the United States or has waived hisher
rights under the Uniformed Service Members Civil Relief Act; and
4} Defendant is now in default.

Sworn to before me this

day of , 20

Notary Public of South Carolina Plaintiff

My Commission expires:
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } IN THE FAMILY COURY
) JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF )
)
) REQUEST FOR HEARING
} FOR DIVORCE
Plaintiff, ) {One Year Continuous Separation)
V8, 3
}
)
Defendant. )  Docket No.
Plaintiff or Attorney for Plaintiff:
Address:
Telephone: Home:
Cell:
Other: Email:
Defendant or Attorney for Defendang:
Address:
Telephone: Home:
Cell:
Other: Email:
Contested: No Child Custody Issue: No

GROUND FOR DIVORCE: Continuous Separation for One {1} Year
Amount of Time Requested: 15 Minutes

Dates / Times the Plaintiff and/or Defendant is/are UNAVAILABLE (exclude weekends and holidays): See
Attached list(s)

Hearing Requested By: [ PLAINTIFF (1 DEFENDANT
COMMENTS / ISSUES:

Drate: , 20

s 8.,

Signature

w###Seotion below to be completed by Clerk of Court, ***¥

The Final Hearing in this matter is scheduled for day of 20 ,at

__: [ams[p.m., Courtroom __, before the Honorable

SCCA 460.08 SRL-DIV (12/2009)



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) N THE FAMILY COURT
) ____JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF ) :
)
) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
) BY MAILING
Plaintiff, ) (Notice of Hearing)
Vs, )
)
)
Defendant. ) Docket No,

Personally appeared the Plaintiff who states that (s)he served the Defendant with a copy

of the Notice of Hearing by certified mail, return receipt requested (receipt attached) in the

United States Mail, with proper postage attached, on

, 20

addressed as follows:

Sworn 1o before me this

day of , 20

Notary Public of South Carolina Plaintiff

My Commission expires:

SCCA 400.09 SRL-DIV (12/2009)



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE FAMILY COURT

) JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF )

)

)

) FINAL OBRDER OF DIVORCE

Plaintiff, ) {One Year’s Continuous Separation)
Vs. )
)
)
Defendant. ) Docket No.

Plaintiff Attorney: Hearing Date:
Defendant Attorney: Judge:
Guardian ad Litem: Court Reporter;

A hearing for complete and final divorce was held in this case on the date listed above. Plaimtiff
and Plaintiff’s witness were present at the hearing. Defendant ("] was/{_] was not} present and (]
was/]_| was not) represented by an attormey.

This case is before this Court upon the Complaint of Plaintiff who is requesting that this Court
grant a complete and final divorce from Defendant upon the ground of One (1) Year’s Continuous
Separation, pursnant to § 20-3-10(5) of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended.

The original Family Court Cover Sheet, Certificate of Exemption, Summons, Complaint for
Divorce, and Financial Declaration were filed in the Office of the Clerk for

County on ( ! [ ). Acopyofthese documents was sexrved npon Defendant by (_] Certified
Mail/[_] Process Server/[_] Personal Service/ || Sheriff’s Officeyon( / /)

Adfter being duly sworn, Plaintiff stated to the Court that reconciliation of the parties was not
possible. Plaintiff then offered testimony, which substantiated the allegations found in the Complaint,
and which was corroborated by the duly-sworn witness.

FINDINGS QF FACTS and CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This Court, after hearing the testimony and considering the other evidence in this case, makes the

following findings of fact:

1. Plaintiff is a resident of County, State of
2. Upon information and belief, Defendant is aresident of County,
State of

Page 1 of 4
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3. Plaintiff and Defendant last shared a residence in County, State of

4. Subject matter jurisdiction (check one):

L] Plaintiff has lived in South Carolina for over one year prior to the start of this action; or

[ Plainti{f and Defendant have both lived in South Carolina for longer than three (3) monihs
prior to the start of this action; or

[ ] Plaintiff is a resident of another state, but Defendant has lived in South Carolina for more
than one (1) year.

5. Plaintiffis informed and believes this Court has subject matter jurisdiction over the issnes and
personal jurisdiction over the parties in this action.

6. Plaintiff and Defendant were married to each other on {month/day),

{year), in County, City of in the
State of

7. Plaintiff and Defendant separated on or about {month/day)

__ {year). The parties have remained living separate and apart from each other without
cohabitation for more than one (1) continuous year prior to filing this action.

8. Defendant was ssrved with a copy of the Family Court Cover Sheet, Certificate of Exeiuption,
Summons, Complaint for Divorce, and Financial Declaration by ([ Certified Mail/{_] Process
Server/[ | Personal Service/ || Sheriff’s Office)on{ / / )

9, Defendant ({_] did/[_] did not) file an Answer or other responsive pleading.

10, Defendant (] is/_] is not) in defanlt.

11. All legal requirements as to filing, service, notice and waiting petiods have been met.

12. Present at the hearing wers Plaintiff and Plaintiff’s witness, . Both

presented testimony and/or evidence as fo the parties living separate and apart without cohabitation
for more than one (1) year.
13. Based on the testimony of Plaintiff and Plaintiff’s witness, the parties have lived separate and apart
from each other without cohebitation for more than one (1) continuous year.
14, Child Custoedy, Visitation, and Support
[ 7 No minor children of this marriage and none are expected; or

] number of child/ren were born of this marriage: namely

Name Date of Birth

Page 204
SCCA 400.10 SRL-DIV (01/2012)



[[] Custody and visitation are not contested in this action; or
[] There are minor children of this marriage, and the parties have reached an agreement about
custody, visitation, and support, which is attached. The aftached agreement is ncorporated and
made a part of this order.

15. Marital Property
[] The parties have no marital property.
[ ] The parties have reached an agreement as to how the marital property shall be divided,
which is affached. The attached agreement is incorporated and made a part of this Order.

16. Marital Debt
[_] The parties have no marital debt.
[ ] The parties have reached an agreement as to how the marital debt shall be paid, which is
attached. The attached agreement is incorporated and made a part of this Order.

17. Plaintiff and Defendant waive alimony.

18. Reconciliation of the parties is not possible.

19. ((Plaintiffs/_| Defendant’s) requested that his/her name be changed pursuant to § 20-3-180 of

the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended that allows (|_|Plaintiff || Defendant) to

change her name from 1o

20. There has been io collusion between the parties in bringing this action.
21. Plaintiff is entitled o a complete divores, a vinculo matrimonii, from the Defendant on the ground

of One (1) Year’s Continuous Separation.
WHEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED:

A, Plaintiff is hereby granted a complete and final divaree, a vinculo matrimonii, from
the Defendant upen the ground of One (1} Year’s Continuous Separation, pursuant to
§ 20-3-10(5) of the Code of Laws of South Caroclina, 1976, as amended;

B. The agreement was entered freely and voluntarily and the court finds the
agreement is in the best interests of the [_| parties and any [_| minor children, if
applicable:

C. If applicable, the parties’ agreement(s) is/are made z part of this Order and is/are
enforceable through the contempt powers of the Court;

D. That both parties are barred from receiving alimony from each other; and

Pape 3 of 4
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E. ¥ requested, ((_[Plaintiff/{ | Defendant) is allowed to resume the use of the

maiden/former name of

| further fingd

AND IT IS 50 CRDERED.
Date: L, 20

. 5.C.

SCCA 400.10 SRL-DIV (01/2012)

Family Court Judge
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Stafe of South Carolina
Depariment of Health and Envitonmental Control

REPORT OF DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT OF MARRIAGE

State File No.

1. HUSBAND-MAME  (First, Middie, Last, Suffix)

2, DATE OF BIRTH 3. PLACE OF BIRTH {State/Country)

4. RESIDENCE  {County, State/Country)

5. NUMBER OF THIS MARRIAGE - First, Becond, etc, (Speoify)

B, WIFE-MAIDEN NAME (First, Middle, Last, Suffix}

7. DATE OF BIRTH 8. PLACE OF BIRTH (SlateiCountry)

8. RESIDENCE  {County, State/Country}

10. NUMBER OF THIS MARRIAGE- First, Second, efc. (Specify}

11. PLACE OF THiS MARRIAGE (County, State/Country)

12. DATE OF MARRIAGE (MM/DDIYYYY)

13. PLAINTIFF
1 Husbang £l Wifs

15, NUMBER QF CHILDREN UNDER 18 INVOLVED IN THIS ACTION
I No Children

14, MAIDEN NAME RESUMED BY DECREE
[ Yes O No

16. DATE DECREE FILED (MM/DDFYYYY)

17.. TYPE OF BECREE

[ Abselute Divorce L1 Annulment

18. COUNTY

19 DOCKET NUMBER

20. | CERTIFY THE MARRIAGE OF THE ABOVE NAMED PERSONS WAS DISSOLVED ON THE DATE DECREE FILED.

SIENATURE OF CLERK OF COURT.

DATE SIGNED:

(MM/EBDYYYY)

Confidential and statlstieal Information {The information below will not appear on certifled copies of the repori)

21, HUSBAND - SCCIAL BECURITY NUMBER

22. HUSBAND - RACE

23. WIFE - SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

24, \WIFE - RACE

25. ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

26. ATTORNEY BAR NUMBER

27. LEGAL GROUNDS

DHEC 0582 {02/2008)




INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANT SIMPLE DIVORCE

WARNING: You are sirongly encouraged to seek the advice of an attorney before filing
any legal matter. This packet is designed to provide information and forms to people who are
representing themselves in court. If you proceed without an attorney, it may negatively affect
your legal rights. If you are unsure whether to proceed, or have questions about these forms or

vour legal rights, consult an aftorney. Please note that clerks of court, court staff and judges
cannof give you legal advice.

DISCLAIMER: The information in this packet is not legal advice and cannot replace the
advice of competent legal counsel licensed in vour state. Divorce laws vary from state o state
and the information contained in this packet is specific to South Carolina. Please note that the

information contained in this packet is subject to change and make sure that you have the most
current version of this packet before filing.

PART 1: YOUR ROLE AS A DEFENDANT

The following instructions will help you file an Answer for a simple divorce in South Carolina
pro se, or without an attorney. Pro se is a Latin term meaning “in petson” ot “on ong’s own
behalf” As the courts see more people representing themselves in court, you may also hear the
term selfrepresented litigant instead of pro se. While the self represented litigant may not incur

the attorney expense, the self-represented litigant does not have the expert guidance that a lawyer
can provide.

Getting 4 divorce is not an easy process, and divorce should not be taken lightly. The self-
represented simple divorce packet is designed for people who meet all of the following:

¥ Are filing on the ground of One (1) Year Continuous Separation without co-
habitation

¥ Have no marital property OR have reached an agreement on how to divide the marital
property

¥ Have no marital debt OR have reached an agreement on how to divide the debt

lof4
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¥ Have no children AND none are expected AND
¢ Have minor children and have reached an agreement as to custody, visitation, and

child support that meets the minimum requirements as set by the South Carolina
Child Support Guidelines.

If you and your spouse have been living in separate dwellings for less than one (1) year or
cannot agree on the issues regarding minor children, property, and debt, then obtaining a

divorce on your own is not recommended. You need to hire an atforney.

Ifyou do not know an attorney who can assist you, you may call the South Carolina Bar’s
Lawyer Referral Service at 1-800-868-2284 and ask for a Family Law attorney in your county.
Metmbers of the South Carolina Bar’s Lawyer Referral Service have been in practics for more
than 3 years, are in good standing, have provided proof of malpractice nsurance, and have
agreed to provide a 30 minute consultation for no more than $30. Ifyou believe you gualify for
South Carolina Legal Services (SCLS), you may contact their Legal Aid Telephone Intake

Service (LATIS) at 1-888-346-5592, Please note that to qualify for SCLS, your ineoms must not
be more than 125% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.

1f you and your spouse have been living in separate dwellings for more than one (1) year without
co-hahitation and can agree on all of the issues involving minor children, property, and debt, the
next step is to study all of the forrns listed below. The name of each form can be found in the

upper right hand corner and the form number in the bottom left hand corner.
The following three (3) forms are included in this packet:

¥  Defendant’s Answer (SCCA 400.05 SRL-DIV)
¥ Financial Declaration Form (SCCA 430)
¥ Affidavit of Service by Mailing (Answer) (SCCA 400.06 SRL-DIV})

PART 2: COMPLETING YOUR PAPERWORK

If you were sned for divorce, 2 Summons and Complaint has been filed by your spouse. You

will be served these documents in one of three ways:
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» By Certified U.S. Mail, Return Receipt Requested, Restricted Delivery; or
s By receiving the Summons and Complaint from your spouse and voluntarily signing an
Acceptance of Service; or

s By alaw enforcement officer or private process server,

You must file an Answer within 30 days after you receive a Summons and Complaint. You
may want to talk fo an attorney ebout your options. 1f you do not know an attorney who can
assist you, you may call the South Carolina Bar’s Lawyer Referral Service at 1-800-868-2284
and ask for a Family Law attorney in your county.

Read all the documents carefully. If you received an Acceptance of Service form, complete it
and return it to your spouse. Next, read the Complaint carefolly and complete the Answer to the
best of your abilities. At the end of the Answer there is a space where you can ask the Cout for

additional relief. If you are the Wife, this is where you can request the Court to allow you to
resume your prior name.

Please pay special attention to the Finaneial Declaration Form. This form asks questions about
the finances of both you and your spouse. Fill out the sections of the form that apply to you.
You must take the Finaneial Declaration Form to a notary public before you sign it. After the

Answer and Financial Declaration Form are completed, make two copies of each form,

File the Answer and Financial Declaration Form with the same Clerk of Court’s office where the
Complaint was filed. Take the original and the copies to that Clerk of Court’s office. Ask the

Clerk to stamp both the originals and copices of the forms. The Clerk will keep the original forms
and will return two stamped copies of sach form to yow

Mail a stamped copy of both the Answer and Financijal Declaration Form along with the

Affidavit of Mailing (Answer) to your spouse or to your spouse’s attorney by first class mail.
Keep the other stamped copies for your files.

PART 3: THE HE. G
On the day of your hearing, you should arrive at the courthouse at least thirty (30) minutes prior

to your scheduled time and bring a copy of your paperwork. Dress appropriately and tusn off
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your cell phone, Appropriate dress includes suits, jackets, dresses, or dress slacks, Males
should tuck their shirts into their pants. Casual clothing such as sweat clothes, tank tops, shorts,
and similar summer beach wear is not appropriate for the courtroom. Remove hats when
entering the courtroom, unless they are required for a medical condition. Most courts do not

allow children into the courtroom so make arrangements for a responsible adult to watch your
children whils you are in court,

Your spouse will present his/her case first. You should only speak when asked to do so. You
will have the opportunity to ask your spouse and any witnssses questions. After your spouse and
witnesses have testified, you will be given an opportunity to testify and present witnesses for
your case. The judge may interrupt you from time to time to ask you a question. Listen

carefully, and answer the questions the judge asks you. If the judge grants the divorce, the judge
will sign the Final Grder for Divorce and you will receive a copy.

NOTE: You are not divorced until the Final Order for Divoree has been si

judge and filed with the Clerk of Court. You are divoreced when yon receive a clocked copv
of the Final Order of Divorce from the Clerk of Court,

Defendant Simple Divorce Checklist

Once you are served with a Summons and Complaint for Divorce, complete the Answer. Also,
complete the section of the Financial Declaration Form that applies to you and have the form notarized.

File the completed Answer and Financial Declaration Form with the Clerk of Court’s office within 30
days after service.

Mai! a stamped copy of the Answer and Financial Declaration Form along with the Affidavit of
Mailing (Answer) to your spouse or spouse’s attorney within 30 days after service.

Your spouse or spouse’s attorney will then mail you a Notice of Hearing, which will give you the date
and time of your divoree hearing,

Arrive an the day of your hearing at least 30 minutes early and be sure to dress appropriately, turn off
your cell phone, remove your hat, and make sure you have appropriate childeare,

At the hearing your spouse and his/her witness will testify first. The judge will give you the
opportunity to ask your spouse and the witness questions and to present your case.

At the end of the bearing the judge will sign the Final Order for Divorce and you will receive a copy.

Be sure that the signed Final Order for Divorce is filed with the Clerk of Court’s office and you receive
a clocked copy for vour files,
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } ' IN THE FAMILY COURT
) JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF )]
)
)
) DEFENDANT"S ANSWER
Plaintiff, ) (One Year's Confinuous Separation)
Vs, )
)
)
Defendant. ) Docket No.

The above named Defendant files the following Answer to the Complaint for Diverce:
1. As to paragraph | in the Complaint, Defendant
[} admits each and every allegation

[ denies each and every allegation
[] admits so much of paragraph 1 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 1.
2, As to paragraph 2 in the Complaint, Defendant
[ ] admits each and every allegation

[ | denies each and every allegation
[ admits so much of paragraph 2 and states the following:

Defendant denies remaining allegations in paragraph 2.
3. As to paragraph 3 in the Comiplaint, Defendant
[ ] admits each and every allegation

[ ] denies each and every allegation
[} admits so fmuch of paragraph 3 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 3.
4, Asto paragraph 4 in the Complaint, Defendant

[ ] admits each and every allegation
{_] denies each and every allegation
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[} admits so much of paragraph 4 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining aflegations in paragraph 4.
5. Asto paragraph 5 in the Complaint, Defendant
[ ] admits each and evéry allegation

[] denies each and every allegation
[ admits so much of paragraph 5 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 5.

6. As to paragraph 6 in the Complaint, Defendant

[:} admits each and every allegation

[] denies each and every allegation

[} admits so much of patagraph 6 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 6.
7. As to paragraph 7 in the Complaint, Defendant
"] admits each and every allegation

{"] denies each znd every allegation
[ ] admits so much of paragraph 7 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 7.
8. As to paragraph 8 in the Complaint, Defendant
] admits each and every allegation

[] denies each and every allegation
[ | admits so much of paragraph 8 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 3.
9. As to paragraph 9 in the Complaint, Defendant

["] admits cach and every allegation
[ denies each and every allegation
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] admits so much of paragraph 9 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 9.

10, As to paragraph 10 in the Complaint, Defendant

[j admits each and every allegation

[} denies each and every allegation

[ admits so much of paragraph 10 and states the following:

Defendant denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 10.
11. As to paragraph 11 in the Complaint, Defendant
[ ] admits each and every allegation

{7 denies each and every allegation
[} admits so much of paragraph 11 and states the following;

Defendant denies the remaining ailegations in paragraph 11,

#erTF THE COMPLAINT CONTAINS MORE THAN 11 PARAGRAPHS, YOU MAY
ADD ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPHS TO THIS FORM OR LIST THEM ON A
SEPARATE PAGE.***

BY WAY OF COUNTERCLAIM
1. Defendant incorporates into this Answer each defense, allegation, and admission
that is st forth above.
2. Name Change
] Defendant requests to resume the former name of , pursaant

t6> §20-3-180 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended.

] Defendant does not request fo resume the former name,

3. In addition to the above statements, Defendant would ask the Court for the
following:

4. Having fully answered the Complaint, Defendant requests this Court issue ifs
order granting the partfes divorce, a vinculo matrimonii, on the ground of a one year’s

contbmious separation.
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5. For an Order of this Court granting Defendant name change pursuant to §20-3-
180 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended (if applicable).

Defendant’s Signature

Printed Name of Defendant

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone No.
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STATE OF 50UTH CAROLINA ) IN THE FAMILY COURT OF THE
) ____ MDICIAL CIRCIAT
COUNTY OF )
g FINANCIAL DECLARATION
Plaintiif, ) OF
VS, )
)
Defendant. )}  Docket No,
HUSBANID/TATHER WIFEMOTHER
Address Address
Age Age
QOccupation Qocupation
Employer Employer
Em ployer Employer
Address Address
Gross Monthly Incame Husband/Father Wife/Mother
Principal Eamings from Employment '
Overtime, Tips, Commission, Bonuses *
Pensions, Ratirement, and Anntities income
Addifional Employmert income
Social Security Benefits (S8A) and VA Benefils
'ﬁsabﬁity and Worker's Compensation Benefifz
Unemployment and AFDC
Spousal or Child Support (from other marriage/relationship}
Dividends, Inferest, Trust Incoms, and Capifal Gains
Rentai fncome end Business Profils
Other (Specify):
TOTAL GROSS MONTELY INCOMY,
FPayroll Deductions from Monthly Income Husband/Hather Wite/Mother

Federal Income Tax *

State Income Tax

Bocisl Security and Medicars Tax (FICAY

Seif-Employment Tax

Heelth and Dental Insurance (Adult)

Health end Dental Insurance (Child}

Unton Doss

Voluntary Retirernent Contrbuiion (405(k), 457, [RA)

Mandatory Retiremeznt Conitibution

Savings Plan

Othier {Spocify):

TOTAL MONTHLY DEPUCTIONS

NET MONTHLY INCOME?
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Estimate monthly expenses: (Specify which party is the enstodial parent and list name and relationship of ali members of heusehold
whise expenses are included.

MONTHLY EXPENSES® Hushapd/Father
Residential Rent Payment
Mote or Morigage Payment on Residence(s)
Food and Household Sapplies ©
Utilities, Water, and Garbage Collection
Telephone and Celiulay Thone
Medical, Dental and Disability Insurance Preminms (ot
deducted from paycheck)
Life Insurance Premivms (not deducted from paycheck)
Child Support (from other relationshipy
Work Relpted Day Care
Spousat Suppost (fom prior masriage)
Auto Payment

Wite/Mother

Anto Insurance, taxes, gasoline, and maintenance ’
SUBTOTAL:

Real Property Tas on Residence(s)

Malntenance for houschold *

Adnlt Clothing

Children's Cinthing ® .

Cuble Television, Satellite, and Infernet/Online Services
Taondry and Diy Cieaning

Medical and Dental Expenses {not paid by insurance)

Prescriptions, Glasses, and Contacts (not paid by insurance)
Childten's incidental expenses ™

School Tunches, supplies, field trips, and fees ™
Enfertaiument

Adlult Incidental expenses

ATl Installment payments ©

Other {Specifyn
SUBTOTAL:
TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES I
Instaliment Losn Payments Section
Creditor Yor Monthly Payment Ralance Owed by ©
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Other Debts and Obligaiions not payable in monthly installments

t
Creditor For Date Payable Balance Owed by
Are you currently in Bankruptey? [ ] YES [ NO
Are any obligations listed above, including mortgage and note payments, in arrears? [ YES [ JNO
1f yes, please list the obligations in arrears.
AN Marftal Property Known to Pariles
Aszets Hushend/Father Wife/Mother Joint
Cash and Money in Checking Account{g)
Muney in Savings Avconm(E), Credit Union, Money Market,
or Cerl. of Dep.
Valye of Voluntary Retirement Accounif)
Value of Penzion Account
Vaiue of Publicly Held Stocks, Bands, Securities, Mufual
Funds
Valus of Privately Held Stocks and Other Business
Value of Regl Egtafe — Net of Morigage Balances
Valus of All Other Propesty’
TOTAL ABSETS
Any Non Marifal Property Known o Parties
Description of Asset Title Owner Date of Souree of Funds to Estimate Present mazhet
Acquisition Acquirer Value

If total assets are Jess than $300,000.00, sign and have notarized.

If total assets are greater than $300,000.00, itemize assets by completing additional sections below and

sign and have notarized.
Financial Accounts Section®
Owner Name of Institation Type of Aecownt Balance
SCCA 430 (12/2009) 3of5




Yoluntary Retirement Acconnts and Pension Accounts Section

Type of Account

Yalne

1]

Publicly Held Stocks, Bonds, Securities, Mutual Funds Section (Non-Retirement)

* Name of Company Number of Shares/Type of Acconnt Value
Real Estate Section™
Orwner Address Value Mortgage Balance Mortgage Equity
Other Property Seetipn”
Owner Description of Asset Valne Loan Balanee Equity
Sigonture
Sworn to before me this day
of » 20
(SEAL)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My commission expires:
Custodial Parent (if applicable):
SCCA 430 (12/2009) 4 of 5




10.

i1

12,
13.

14.

15,

16.

17

A recent paystub should be attached to the Financial Declaration. To compute Principal Eamings from Employment, first
determine whether you are paid semi-monthly, biweekly, or weekly. If you are paid semi-toonthly, mulfiply the gross
amount of your pay check by two. Ifyou are paid biweekly, multiply the gross amonnt of your pay check by 26 snd then

divide by 12, If'you are paid weekty, multiply the amount of your paycheck by 52 and divide by twelve, Round {o the
ngarest whole dollar,

To compute Overtime, Tips, Commissjon, and/or Bonuses, take an avesage of your monthly earnings from overtime, tips,

commission, bonuses, etc, from the past three years or the length of enployment if eraployed less than three yoass {inchrding
this year},

To compute State, Local, and Social Security Tax deductions, use the same formnla used to compute principal earnings in
endnote 1 sbove, or sansult or have your sttorney consult an accountant.

Net monthly Tncome is equal to Total Gross Monthly Income minus Total Monthly Deductions.

Do not includs any expense in the Monthly Expenses section that has already been included in the Deductions from Gross
Monthly Income on peage cne of the Declaration.

Food Expense s to include the cost of groceries, tojletries, cleaning supplies, and casusf eating out.
Auto Expenses are to include gasoline, oil changes, fune-ups, tire replacement, maintenance, and related items.

Mazintenance for Household is to include sppliance and household repairs, landscaping, heuse cleaning, pest control, poot
service, alanm service, and other related ftems.

Clothing Expense is to inclde shaes and clothing purchases, clothing repair and alterations, and related items.
Laundry Expense is to include the cost of Jsundry service, dry cleaning, and related items,

Children’s Incidentsl Expenses are to include zllowarice, summer camp, baby siiters, lessons, activities, participatory sports,
and related items.

Schoot Expense is to incfude tuition, supplies, field trips, dues, tufors, locker rentals, school Iunches, and other related ftems.
Entertainment is to intlude movies, theater, vacations, sporting events, compact discs, digital video discs, and refated iterns.

Adult Tnoidents! Expenses are to include cosmetics, hair and nail care, books, magazines, newspapers, business dnes,
memberships, pets, charity, religious dues or tithes, gifts, bank chasges, hobbies, and related items.

All Installment Loen Payments is the total amount itemized in Installment Loan Payments Section, which should include ali
loan payments tof already Hated as 2 monthly expense. Examples: home equity loan, credit cards, stc.

Indicate which spouse iegally owes the payment (husband, wife, or joint).

Other property is to inciuds antomobiles (minus losa balancs), boats (minus loan balance), furniture, frnishings, china,
siiver, jewelry, collectibles, and other personal property.

I8. ltemize Financial Accounts such as checking, savings, credit union, money market, or eertificate of deposit accounts in the

Financial Accounts Section.

19. Ttemize Publicly Held Stocks, Bonds, Securities, Stock Options and Muiual Funds (excinding retirement accounts) in the

Publicly Held Stocks, Bonds, Securities, Mutual Funds Section,

20, Hemize each parcel of Real Estate in the Real Estate Section.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

) IN THE FAMILY COURT
) ___ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF )
)
) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
) BY MAILING
Plaintiff, ) {Answer)
Vs, }
)
)
Defendant. ) Docket No,

Personally appeared the Difendant who states that (s)he served the Plaintiff with a copy
of the Answer by first class mail in the United States Mail, with proper postage attached, on

.20 addressed as follows:

Sworn to before me this

day of , 20

Notary Public of South Carolina Defendant

My Commission expires:
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Sample Script for Questioning the Witness in a Simple Divorce Action (Plaintiff)

s  “Your Honor, if you have no further questions for me at this time, 1 call
, who is my witness.”

» (The witness may be sworn by the Court af this point before taking his or her place
at the witness stand).

e “Good moming/afternoon (witness) 2

o “Please state your full name for the court.”

o “Please state your address for the court.”

o “Please tell the conrt how you know me.”

¢ “How often do you and I see each other?”

o “How often do you speak with me?”

e “Do you know my spouse?”

¢ “How often do you speak with my spouse?”

» “Do you remember approximately when my spouse and I separated?”
o “When did we separate?”

o “Has it been at least a year since my spouse and I separated?”
o “How do you know this fo be true?”

e “To your knowledge, have my spouse and I gotten back together since we
separated?”

o “Those are all of the questions I have for my witness at this time, Your Honor.
Please answer any questions the Judge or the Defendant may have for you.”

At this point, the Judge and Defendant may ask your witness questions. 'When there are

no further questions from the Judge or Defendant, stand up and say, “That concludes the
presentation of my case, Your Honor” and take your seat.
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Sample Script for Plaintiffs Testimony

Before the hearing, the judge will ask you and your spouse if there is anything the court can do to
help you reconcile your marriage. If you want a divorce, the proper answer is “no.”

Before you present your ease, you will be sworn in.

After you are sworn in, you should testify as follows:

8

a

My name is
My address is;
Tlvein County, State of
The Defendant lives in County, State of
I married the Defendant on in
County, State of
I last lived with the Defendant in »County, State of

I would like a divorce based on one year’s continuous separation,
The Defendant and T separated on '
together since that time.

The Defendant and I have not made this up so you would give me a diverce,

The Defendant and I have no minor children and none are expected at this time.
The Defendant and I have no property, real or personal, or any debts that need to be
divided by the court.

I waive my right to alimony and I understand | cannot come back later and ask for any.
(IF APPLICABLE) My maiden name is

and we have not lived

and T would like to go back to using it. 1
am not looking to change my name to avoid criminal prosecution or defrand creditors. 1
am not listed on any sex offender registey and I am not lsted on the DSS Central Registry
of Child Abuse and Neglact.

That is all of my testimony. I can angwer any questions that you or the Defendant may
bave for me.

Listen carefully to any questions you are asked and answer truthfully. If at any time the judge
tells you that you cannot proceed because of a technical error or for any other reason, you should
request to have your hearing continued. You can say the following:

e Your Honor, I respectfully move for a continuance of this hearing,
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"STATE OF SCUTH CAROLINA

3 IN THE FAMILY COURT
¥ JUDICIAL CIRCUET
COUNTY OF )
)
3 JUDGMENT IN A
Plaintiff, ) FAMILY COURT CASE
vs. )
)
Defendant, j  Docke: No.
Submitied by:

Attormey for [ ] Plaintiff [ ]Defendant

or

[ Self-Represented Litipant [ | GAL

DECISION BY COURT (check all that apply)
L—_] This action cams to trial, hearing or was resolved by consent and an order was rendered.
[} This action has been dismissed pursuantto || Rule 12(b), SCRCP || Rule 41(a), SCRCP

[[] Rute 43(k), SCRCP [] Family Court Benchmark
i:[ Other:
1T 1S ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: || Ses attached order; || Statement of Judgment by the Court:

M Additions) information for Clerk:

ORDER INFORMATION
Thisisal | Temporary | | Final order. If Final, does this order end the case? [_] Yes [ No
Support [} is not ordered [_|is ordered, and it is to be paid Dthrough the court, [ 1 directly to the CP.
Case number under which support 1s paid if different from this one:

This order involves the immediate[ | issuance [ |dismissal of & bench warrant, or [_| does not apply.
[[] The following motfons are ended by this order (include motion filing date):

[ | This order adds or dismisses the following parties to this case:
[Cdistniss [ Jadd: [ dismiss [ ladd:
INFORMATION FOR THE JUDGMENT INDEX/TRANSCRIPT OF JUBGMENT (§20-3-670(8){1)}

Complete this section below when the judpment affects title to veal or personal property or if 4ny amouout should be
enrolled. [fthere is no jndgment informgtion to enroll, Indicate “N/A™ in one of the boxes below.

Judgment In Favar of Judgment Against Judgment Amount t¢ be Enrclied
{List name(s) below) {List name(s) below) {List amount(s) below)
$
b
3

Tf epplicable, describe the property, including tax map information and address, referenced in the order:

The judgment information above has been provided by the submitting parfy. Disputes concemning the amounts contained in this
form may be addressed by way of motion pursuznt to the South Caroling Rules of Civil Progedure. Amounts to be computed
such as interest or zdditional taxable costs not available at the time the form and fins] order are submitted to the judge may be
provided to the clerk. Note: title abstractors and researchers should refer to the official conrt order for {udgment details.

Family Court Judge . Judge Code Date
SCRCP Form 4F (12/2011)



FOR CLERK OF COURT OFFICE USE GNLY

‘This judgment was entered on the day of
placed In the appropriate attorney’s box on this day of
or to parfies (when appearing pro se) as follows:

20____ and avopy mailed first class or
.20 toattorneys of record

ATFORNEY(S) FOR THE PLAINTIFE(S)

ATTORNEYS FOR THE DEFENDANT(S)

CLERK OF COURT
Court Reporter:

Custodial Parent (if applicable):

SCRCP Form 4F (12/2011)
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FORM 4F INSTRUCTIONS — JUDGMENT IN A FAMILY COURT CASE
(Instructions for Information Only -- Not to e filed with Form 4F)

1. Form 4F - Judgment in a Family Court Case has been modified to add order information
and enrollment instructions for the Clerk of Court. The purpose of Form 4 has not
changed with the exception that judgment information is provided when applicable.

2. Please note that Form 4F must be attached to all orders that inelude information to enroll

in the judgment index. The clerk will not be responsible for reading the order to
determine the enrollment information.

The attorney or prevailing party will prepare and attach Form 4F when submitting an
oxder that includes enrollment information for the judgment index. The judge will review

and sign Form 4F when he or she signs an order that includes enrollment information for
the judgment index.

3. Fomm 4F is not required to be submitted to the court with orders. that do not include
information to enroll in the judgment index. If the clerk receives such an order without a
Form 4F aftached, the clerk should enter and process the order pursuant to Rule 58 and
Rule 77(d), SC Rules of Civil Procedure. (L.e. the clesk should serve notice of entry of the

judgment by mail or provide the attorneys with copies of the signed order by other
means.)

4. The “Information for the Judgment Index/Transcript of Judgment” section should be
completed when the judgment affects title to real or personal property or if any amount
should be enrolled. Items traditionally awarded in family court cases sucl as the
payment of attorney’s fees, Guardian ad Litem fees or court costs should not be entered
in this section unless the judge orders those amounts be reduced to judgment. In the
“Judgment in Favor of” column, enter the name of the party to whom the judgment is
awarded. In the “Judgment Against” column, enter the name of the person to whom the
judgment is against. The judgment amount to be enrolled should be noted in the
“J udgment Amount” columnn, As necessary, describe any property referenced in the
order if it is to be enrolled inthe judgment index.

5. The "Order Information” section of Form 4F may be nsed by the submitting party to
indicate information about the order that requires special processing.

6. If Form 4F is submitted by an aftorney or self-represented litigant with an order and there

is no judgment information to enroll, indicate “N/A” in one of the boxes in this section of
the form.

7. To enter information to accommodate multiple parties, additional Form 4Fs may be used
as necessary. Additional space may be inserted on the form as necessary.

8. Unless otherwise instructed by the judge, attorneys for DSS, DJJ or the solicitor's office
are not required fo attach Form 4F o orders submitted to the court, unless the order
contains information to be enrolled to the judgment index,
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