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Section 100 - Authority and Enactment Clause.
In pursuance of authority as conferred by Title 6, Chapter 29, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as 
amended and for the purpose of promoting the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the county, 
lesson congestion in the street; securing safety from fire; providing adequate light and air; preventing 
the overcrowding of land; avoiding undue concentration of populations; facilitating the adequate 
provision of transportation, water, sewage, schools, parks, and other public improvements; protecting 
scenic areas and protecting development in areas subjected to periodic flooding; all of the above to be 
in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan, the County Council of Horry County does ordain and enact 
into law the following articles and sections.

Section 101 - Short Title.
This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as "The Zoning Ordinance of Horry County, South 
Carolina," and the maps herein referenced may be identified as "Zoning Maps of Horry County, South 
Carolina."

Section 102 - Legal Status Provisions.

A.	 CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES.
In case of conflict between this ordinance or any part thereof, and the whole or part of any existing or 
future ordinance of the County of Horry, the most restrictive shall in all cases apply.
B.	 VALIDITY.
If any section, clause, provision or portion of this ordinance shall be held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect any other section, 
clause, provision or portion of this ordinance which is not of itself invalid or unconstitutional, and the 
remainder of the provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect.
C.	 DEVELOPMENT IN PROGRESS.	

1.	 TIME PERIOD.
Within the first year from the date that a parcel is first zoned by County Council, any development 
project which has plans under review by a public regulatory agency, or which can substantiate that 
significant development planning is in progress based on information provided in (c) Submittal 
Requirements (below), may apply for "grandfathering," except for any project which constitutes a 
public nuisance	

2.	 PROCEDURE.
Applications for "grandfathering" shall be submitted to the Planning Commission for review and 
recommendation to County Council without charge. In making a recommendation to "grandfather," 

Article i.  Administration
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the Planning Commission shall consider information provided by the applicant under (c) Submittal 
Requirements (below), compatibility with existing land use, the Comprehensive Plan and the 
public health, safety and welfare. Notification procedures—posting of property and newspaper 
advertising—are the same as those followed in accordance with Article XIII Amendments, except 
that, once the Planning Commission makes a recommendation to County Council, County Council 
may approve applications for "grandfathering" by resolution with one (1) reading and a public 
hearing.

3.	 SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS.
The following information shall be provided with each application for "grandfathering:"

a.	 Reference and comment to the specific sections of the zoning ordinance which allegedly 
interfere with the development the property.

b.	 A statement providing the total investment made in the project, including all costs incurred 
before zoning the property. The costs may include:
i.	 Land acquisition;
ii.	 Work performed by professional land planners, architects, engineers, surveyors and 

attorneys as evidenced by recorded plats and sealed engineering drawings;
iii.	 The cost of on-site and off-site infrastructure improvements to service the project.

c.	 Documentation of any dedication of property made to public entities in accordance with the 
approved overall development plan for the project.

d.	 Whether infrastructure improvements which have been installed have been sized to 
accommodate use as approved in the overall development plan.

e.	 The acreage of the approved, final overall development plan with phases.
f.	 Whether the completion of the project has been timely and diligently pursued.
g.	 The effect of the applicant's existing development loans on the application of zoning to 

theproject.
4.	 REVOCATION OF "GRANDFATHERED" STATUS.
The completion of a project shall be deemed not-diligently-pursued if within one (1) year after 
"grandfathering," no additional activity of a development planning nature can be shown, or a 
building permit has not been obtained. The Planning Commission may then recommend to County 
Council that the "grandfathered" status be revoked.

Section 103 - Administration and Enforcement.
If the Zoning Administrator shall find that any of the provisions of this ordinance are being violated, they 
shall notify in writing the person responsible for such violations, indicating the nature of the violation 
and ordering the action necessary to correct it. They shall order discontinuance of illegal use of land, 
buildings or structures; removal of illegal buildings or structures or of illegal additions, alterations, 
or structural changes, discontinuance of any illegal work being done; or shall take any other action 
authorized by this ordinance to ensure compliance with or to prevent violation of its provisions.

Section 104 - Use of Land or Structures.
No land or structure shall hereinafter be used or occupied unless it is specifically permitted as an 
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allowable use within that zoning district.

Section 105 - Certificate of Zoning Compliance for New, Altered or 
Nonconforming Uses.
A.	 It shall be unlawful to use, occupy or permit the use or occupancy of any building, mobile home, or 

premises, or all or parts thereof hereafter created, erected, changed, converted, or wholly or partly 
altered or enlarged in its use or structure until a certificate of zoning compliance shall have been 
issued therefor by the zoning administrator stating that the proposed use of the building or land 
conforms to the requirements of this ordinance.

B.	 Failure to obtain a certificate of zoning compliance shall be a violation of this ordinance punishable 
under § 114 of this ordinance.

Section 106 - Building and Sign Permits Required.
No building, mobile home, sign or other structure shall be erected, located, moved, added to, 
or structurally altered without a certificate of zoning compliance therefor issued by the Zoning 
Administrator. No building, mobile home, or sign permit shall be approved by the Zoning Administrator 
except in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance, unless he is so directed by the Board of 
Appeals as provided by this ordinance. No building permit issued under the provisions of this ordinance 
for land use or construction in the jurisdictional area of this ordinance shall be considered valid unless 
approved by the Zoning Administrator through a certificate of zoning compliance.

Section 107 - Withholding or Revoking Certificates of Zoning Compliance or 
Sign Permits.
The Zoning Administrator shall be authorized to withhold the issuance of a certificate of zoning 
compliance or sign permit when a property is in violation of any provisions of this ordinance. The 
issuance of such certificate or permit shall be granted upon verification that the zoning violation(s) have 
been corrected.

The Zoning Administrator shall be further authorized to revoke a certificate of zoning compliance or 
sign permit if it is determined that the property has reestablished any previous violation(s) of the 
zoning ordinance once a certificate of compliance or sign permit has been issued. In such instances, the 
property owner shall be fined in accordance with the penalties provided in § 114 of this ordinance and 
the zoning compliance or sign permit shall be revoked. Re-issuance of the zoning compliance or sign 
permit shall be authorized once all zoning violations have been corrected.

Section 108 - Application for Building Permit.
Accessory structures, such as greenhouses, open sheds, tobacco/bulk barns, packhouses, electric water 
pump sheds used in connection with a bona fide agriculture use within the LFA, FA, CFA, & AG1-7 zoning 
districts should be shown on a plan, but are not required to be shown to scale or meet the minimum 
structure spacing requirements of this ordinance; however; shall meet the exterior setbacks of the 
zoning district. The application shall include such other information as lawfully may be required by 
the Zoning Administrator, including existing or proposed uses of the buildings and land; the number 
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of families, housekeeping units, or rental units existing on the lot; and such other matters as may be 
necessary to determine conformance with, and provide for the enforcement of this ordinance.

Section 109 - Expiration of Building Permit.
If the work described in any building permit has not begun six (6) months from the date of issuance 
thereof, said permit shall expire; it shall be cancelled by the director of building inspection upon 
notification by the Zoning Administrator. Permit extensions may be issued after consultation between 
the director of building inspection and the Zoning Administrator.

Section 110 - Encroachments Within Public Rights-of-Way.
To ensure the public health, safety, and general welfare as well as the impression upon the traveling 
public is maintained and improved, encroachments within any public right-of-way shall be limited. 
Encroachments, including but not limited to, untagged vehicles, untagged or tagged vehicles for sale, 
landscaping, and structures (except those that are currently established) shall not be permitted within 
the public right-of-way unless an encroachment permit has been issued by the applicable regulatory 
agency (Horry County or South Carolina Department of Transportation). Unlawful encroachments may 
be removed from the right-of-way by the county without further notice to the owner. The owner of the 
encroachment shall be liable for all costs of removal.

Section 111 - Conditional and Temporary Uses.
Conditional uses, as set forth in Article IX of this ordinance, and temporary uses, as set forth in Article 
X, are declared to possess characteristics which require certain controls in order to insure compatibility 
with other uses in the district within which they are proposed for location.

1.	 General requirements. Conditional uses shall be permitted subject to a determination by the 
Zoning Administrator or their designee that they conform to all regulations set forth herein and 
elsewhere in this ordinance, with particular reference to those requirements established for 
those districts in which they are proposed for location.

2.	 Conditional use administration and duration. Application for permission to build, erect, or locate 
a conditional use shall be submitted and processed in accordance with the regulations set forth 
in this article, prior to the issuance of any permits.

Section 112 - Complaints Regarding Violations and Remedies.
Whenever a violation of this ordinance occurs, or is alleged to have occurred, any person may file 
written complaint. Such complaint stating fully the causes and basis thereof shall be filed with the 
Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall record properly such complaint, immediately 
investigate, and take whatever action is necessary to assure compliance with the ordinance.

Section 113 - Remedies.
In case any building or structure is proposed to be or is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, 
maintained, or used; or any land is proposed to be or is used in violation of this ordinance, the county 
attorney or any other person aggrieved may, in addition to other remedies provided by law, institute an 
injunction, abatement, or any other appropriate action or proceeding to prevent, enjoin, abate or remove 
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such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, maintenance or use.

Section 114 - Penalties for Violation.
Any person violating any provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction shall be imprisoned for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days and/or fined not more than 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each offense. Each day such violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the county from taking such other lawful action 
as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation.

Section 115 - Appeal From Decision of the Zoning Administrator.
It is the intention of this ordinance that all questions arising in connection with the enforcement of 
the ordinance shall be presented first to the Zoning Administrator and that such questions shall be 
presented to the Board of Zoning Appeals only on appeal from the decision of the Zoning Administrator 
as provided for in Article XI.
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Section 200 - Establishment of Districts.
For the purpose of this ordinance, portions of Horry County as specified on the Official Zoning Map of 
Horry County, are hereby divided into the following zoning districts:

Residential 
Single-Family SF (6-40) Planned Development District PDD 

Manufactured / Single-Family MSF (6-40) Planned Unit Development District PUD 

General Residential GR Mobile Home Park MHP 

General Residential "n" GR "n" Resort Residential RR 

Multi Residential District MRD Resort Housing District RH 

Agriculture 
Limited Forest Agriculture LFA Agricultural Community Services District AG3 

Forest Agriculture FA Agricultural Estate District AG4 

Commercial Forest Agriculture CFA Agricultural Manufactured Estate District AG5 

Rural Estates RE Agricultural Ranchettes District AG6 

Agriculture District AG1 Agricultural Manufactured Ranchettes 
District AG7 

Commercial Agriculture District AG2 

Community Retail 
Neighborhood Commercial NC Neighborhood Retail Services District RE1 

Community Commercial CC Community Retail Services District RE2 

Retailing and Consumer Services RCS Convenience and Auto-related Services 
District RE3 

Transportation Related Services TRS Retail with Accessory Outdoor Storage 
District RE4 

Highway Commercial HC 

Professional and Medical

Office/Professional/Institutional OPI Campus Institution, Office and Research 
District PR2 

Education, Institution and Office EIO Inpatient Medical Services District ME1 

Office-Professional District PR1 Outpatient Medical Services District ME2 

Article II.  Established Districts
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Commercial Recreation
Amusement Commercial AC 

Indoor Amusement Commercial District AM1 

Outdoor Amusement Commercial District AM2 

Commercial Recreation CR 

Industrial/Transportation
Boating/Marine Commercial District BO1 General Manufacturing and Industrial District MA2 

Passenger and Product Transportation 
District PA1 Heavy/ Intense Manufacturing and Industrial 

District MA3 

Limited Industrial LI Marine Industrial MI 

Limited Manufacturing and Industrial 
District MA1 Heavy Industrial HI 

Section 201 - Districts Intent Statements.

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS
SINGLE FAMILY (SF40) / MANUFACTURED SINGLE FAMILY (MSF40)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to be utilized in areas when, due to its remoteness, the 
impermeability of soil, soil characteristic or the absence of the necessary urban services, 
development of higher density is undesirable or infeasible. A primary objective of the one (1) acre 
residential district is to prevent undesirable urban sprawl and to exclude land uses which demand a 
level of urban services which are impossible to provide.

SINGLE FAMILY (SF20) / MANUFACTURED SINGLE FAMILY (MSF20)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to provide areas which are suitable for moderate low-density 
development. This district is particularly suitable for areas adjacent to or near urban areas, where 
adequate public water supply or public sewage service is available. The principal use of land within 
this district is low density single-family residential.

SINGLE FAMILY (SF14.5) / MANUFACTURED SINGLE FAMILY (MSF14.5)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to create areas that are suitable for low-density development. 
This district is suitable for areas serviced by public water and sewer services or areas where on-site 
sewage disposal systems area necessary. The principal land use within this district is detached 
single- family residential.

SINGLE FAMILY (SF10) / MANUFACTURED SINGLE FAMILY (MSF10)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to provide areas for single-family residential development, 
low to moderate density, to discourage the encroachment of commercial, industrial, or other uses 
capable of adversely affecting the residential character and to preserve the architectural character of 
established neighborhoods

SINGLE FAMILY (SF8.5) / MANUFACTURED SINGLE FAMILY (MSF8.5)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to create areas that are suitable for medium density 

Resort Commercial RC 

Destination Park DP 

Conservation Preservation CP 
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development. This district is most suitable for areas serviced by public water and sewer services. 
However, depending on soil characteristics and surrounding development patterns, development 
within this district may be suitable in a less urbanized area. The principal land use within this 
district is single-family residential.

SINGLE FAMILY (SF7) / MANUFACTURED SINGLE FAMILY (MSF7)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to create areas that are suitable for medium density 
development. This district is particularly suitable for areas serviced by public water and sewer 
services and where access to major transportation arteries is available. The principal land use 
within this district is single-family residential.

SINGLE FAMILY (SF6) / MANUFACTURED SINGLE FAMILY (MSF6)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to provide areas for medium density one- and two-family 
residential purposes. Encroachment by high-density multi-family residential, commercial, 
industrial, or other uses incompatible with or capable of adversely affecting the residential 
character of this district shall be discouraged.

GENERAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, (GR)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the General Residential District be established for 
medium- to-high density residential purposes. These areas need to be served with public water and 
sewer and have direct access to collector or arterial streets. These areas should be developed within 
the character of the natural surroundings to insure preservation of critical areas, to be compatible 
with the existing development and to discourage any encroachment of commercial, industrial or 
other uses capable of adversely affecting the charm and residential character of this district.

GENERAL RESIDENTIAL “n” DISTRICT, (GRn)
Intent. It is the intent of the General Residential "n" District to provide opportunities for low, 
medium and high-density residential developments in locations consistent with the 1999 Future 
Land Use Plan (Attachment 1 to Ordinance No. 46-08) and the goals and objectives of the 1999 
Horry County Comprehensive Plan. With adoption of the Envision 2025 Comprehensive Plan, only 
those lands currently zoned GRn may follow these provisions.

MULTI-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, (MRD)
Intent. It is the intent of the Multi-Residential District to provide opportunities for rural, suburban 
and urban density mixed-residential developments consistent with the objectives of the Horry 
County Comprehensive Plan. The MRD district encourages the design of a more complete and 
sustainable environment consistent with the needs of the rural, suburban and urban areas 
of the County through the application of imaginative approaches to community design that 
allow and support mixed residential uses, design flexibility, pedestrian-oriented development, 
interconnectivity, and sensitivity to the needs of the public, economy and natural environment.

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, (PDD)
Intent. It is the intent of the Planned Development Districts to allow flexibility in development 
and require the use of innovative site planning techniques resulting in developments with 
improved design, character, and quality which preserve natural and scenic open spaces. A PDD 
is characterized by a plan that incorporates residential housing of different types and densities, 
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as well as compatible commercial, institutional and industrial development. Furthermore, a PDD 
allows for the establishment of dimensional standards, such as setbacks, lot sizes, height and bulk 
that are unique to the property in order to accommodate the allowed land uses. These requirements 
are established for the general purpose of promoting and protecting the public health, safety, and 
general welfare.

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT, (PUD)
Intent. It is the intent of the Planned Unit Development District to provide the opportunities to 
create more desirable environments through the application of flexible and comprehensive plan and 
program professionally prepared. The PUD is intended to be used to encourage the application of 
new techniques and technology to commercial, residential, office, and industrial development which 
will result in superior living or development arrangements with lasting values. It is further intended 
to achieve economic land development, maintenance of street systems and utility networks while 
providing building groupings for privacy, usable attractive open space, safe circulations, and the 
general well-being of the inhabitants.

MANUFACTURED HOME PARK DISTRICT, (MHP)
Intent. It is the intent of the Manufactured Home Park District is to provide a sound and healthy 
residential environment sufficient to meet the unique needs of inhabitants living in manufactured 
homes; to protect manufactured home parks from encroachment by incompatible uses; and to 
encourage the consolidation of manufactured home parks. Any manufactured home park within 
Horry County shall henceforth be in conformance with the regulations set forth herein.

RESORT RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, (RR)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the Resort Residential District be established and 
appropriate land be reserved for medium-to-high density resort residential purposes. The 
regulations which apply within the district are designed to encourage the formation and 
continuance of a stable, healthy environment for single and multi-family dwellings in areas having 
unique aesthetic, environmental and recreational characteristics conducive to resort living; and to 
discourage any encroachment by residential, commercial, industrial or other use incompatible with 
or capable of adversely affecting the resort residential character of the district.	  

RESORT HOUSING DISTRICT, (RH)
Intent. It is the intent of this section to provide opportunities to locate and develop medium to 
high-density uses that are reliant on the transient population located in Horry County typically 
located to the east of the Intracoastal Waterway. Additionally, the RH district is intended to provide 
opportunities to locate and develop uses that are generally associated with the transient population 
in Horry County.

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS
LIMITED FOREST AGRICULTURE, (LFA)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the Limited Forest/Agriculture Zoning District be reserved 
and utilized for agriculture, forestry, and low-density: residential, limited commercial, social, 
cultural, recreational, and religious uses.
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FOREST AGRICULTURE, (FA)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the Forest and Agriculture Zoning District be reserved 
and utilized for agriculture, forestry, and low-density: residential, commercial, social, cultural, 
recreational, and religious uses.

COMMERCIAL FOREST AGRICULTURE, (CFA)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the Commercial Forest and Agriculture Zoning District be 
reserved and utilized for agriculture, forestry, residential, commercial, social, cultural, recreational 
and religious uses.

RURAL ESTATES, (RE)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the Rural Estates District be created for rural family farms 
with restrictions in housing types and agricultural uses. Livestock can be raised to make a farm self- 
sustaining, however, not to the point where it creates a public nuisance or health hazard.

AGRICULTURE DISTRICT, (AG1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Agriculture District to provide opportunities to locate and develop 
business geared exclusively to farming in which the primary goal is the raising, care and harvesting 
of trees and/or plants, animals and crops.

COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE DISTRICT, (AG2)
Intent. It is the intent of the Commercial Agriculture to provide opportunities to locate and develop 
businesses that are reliant on the uses permitted in the AG1 District; however, are generally 
characterized as being more agriculture-commercial in nature.

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT, (AG3)
Intent. It is the intent of the Agricultural Community Services District to provide opportunities 
to locate and develop businesses that meet the needs of the rural community. Commercial 
establishments are necessary to supply everyday items, services, and function as meeting places for 
the community. Uses in this district are focused toward meeting those needs.

AGRICULTURAL ESTATE DISTRICT / AGRICULTURAL MANUFACTURED ESTATE DISTRICT, 
(AG4) / (AG5)
Intent. It is the intent of the Agricultural Estate District to provide an environment for single-family, 
site built residential development in which farming activities are allowed for the pleasure and/or 
leisure of the residents. No commercial farming activities are allowed. The raising and care of swine 
is prohibited in this district.

AGRICULTURAL RANCHETTES DISTRICT / MANUFACTURED AGRICULTURAL RANCHETTES 
DISTRICT, (AG6) / (AG7)
Intent. It is the intent of the Agricultural Ranchettes District to provide opportunities to locate 
and develop single-family site-built homes on parcels one and one half (1 ½) acres or greater 
upon which the property owner desires to conduct farming activities for personal pleasure and/or 
leisure. No commercial farming activities are allowed. The raising and care of swine is prohibited in 
this district.	  
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CONSERVATION PRESERVATION, (CP)
Intent. As a coastal county, Horry County possesses a vast amount of low-lying areas containing salt, 
brackish or freshwater, in addition to an abundance of forestlands. These areas possess great natural 
beauty and serve as breeding grounds and refuges for marine life, birds, and land animals whose 
survival is economically important to sport and commercial fishing, hunting, and natural study 
by our citizens and visitors to the area. The preservation of pristine areas in, on, or around rivers, 
flood prone areas, floodways, marshes, wetlands, green belts, greenways, etc. is encouraged in this 
district.

COMMUNITY RETAIL DISTRICTS
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, (NC)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the Neighborhood Commercial District be established and 
appropriate land be reserved for local or neighborhood-oriented business purposes. The regulations 
which apply within this district are designed to encourage the formation and continuance of a 
stable, healthy, and compatible environment for uses that are located so as to provide nearby 
residential areas with convenience shopping and service facilities; reduce traffic and parking 
congestion; avoid the development of "strip" business districts; and to discourage industrial and 
other development capable of adversely affecting the localized commercial character of the district.

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL, (CC)
Intent. It is the intent of this district to promote the creation of harmonious, pedestrian oriented 
commercial centers which may serve an extensive retail market area. The combination of 
single-family residential uses with such commercial center shall be encouraged as a means of 
implementing the county's comprehensive plan.

RETAILING AND CONSUMER SERVICES, (RCS)
Intent. It is the intent of the Retailing and Consumer Services District to provide opportunities 
to locate and develop businesses focused on providing goods and services that the general public 
consumes, purchases or participates in as part of their day to day activities

TRANSPORTATION-RELATED SERVICES, (TRS)
Intent. It is the intent of the Transportation Related Services District to provide opportunities to 
locate and develop businesses generally reliant on the automobile or focused on providing services 
for automobiles, public or private transportation facilities, services, and communications facilities. 
Uses in this district are generally located where accessibility to the transportation system is good 
and exposure to the public is substantial.

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, (HC)
Intent. It is the intent of this section that the Highway Commercial District be established and 
appropriate land reserved for general business purposes and with particular consideration for the 
automobile-oriented commercial development existing or proposed along the county's roadways. 
The regulations which apply within this district are designed to encourage the formation and 
continuance of a compatible and economically healthy environment for business, financial, service, 
amusement, entertainment and professional uses which benefit from being located in close 
proximity to each other; and to discourage any encroachment by industrial or other uses capable of 
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adversely affecting the basic commercial character of the district.

NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL SERVICES DISTRICT, (RE1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Neighborhood Retail Services District to serve the needs of the 
surrounding residential community through provision of services that have limited impact on the 
quality of life in the adjacent residential development. Uses within this district are encouraged to 
incorporate design features and characteristics that are in keeping with the adjacent residential 
development and shall meet the buffer/landscaping provisions and parking requirements stated 
within these regulations.

COMMUNITY RETAIL SERVICES DISTRICT, (RE2)
Intent. It is the intent of the Community Retail Services District to provide opportunities to 
locate and develop businesses primarily engaged in the sale, rental, and provision of goods or 
merchandise for personal or household use. Uses with this district are generally located outside 
or on the edge of established residential developments along transportation corridors providing 
easy access to established business. Uses permitted in this district may freestanding or located in 
minor retail centers with out-parcel development. Uses permitted in this district are intended to not 
impair existing or future residential development.

CONVENIENCE AND AUTO RELATED SERVICES DISTRICT, (RE3)
Intent. It is the intent of the Convenience and Auto-related Services District to provide 
opportunities to locate and develop businesses that meet the convenience shopping and service 
needs of the community and region as well as the motoring public. This district is typically located 
adjacent to arterial or collector streets and is convenient to major residential areas. The types of 
uses permitted within this district are intended to serve consumer needs.

RETAIL WITH ACCESSORY OUTDOOR STORAGE DISTRICT, (RE4)
Intent. It is the intent of the Retail with Accessory Outdoor Storage District to provide opportunities 
to locate and develop businesses requiring outdoor storage areas. Such businesses are generally 
located along arterial or collector roadways and are in close proximity to other consumer-related 
businesses. Uses within this district should not be located adjacent to established residential 
communities due to their large outdoor storage areas and non-traditional delivery hours.

PROFESSIONAL AND MEDICAL DISTRICTS
OFFICE/PROFESSIONAL/INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICT, (OPI)
Intent. It is the intent of the Office/Professional/Institutional District to provide areas for the 
development of administrative and professional office space in locations served by primary access, 
yet inappropriate for commercial development because of close proximity to residential areas.	

EDUCATION, INSTITUTION AND OFFICE DISTRICT, (EIO)
Intent. The Education, Institution, and Office District provides opportunities to locate and develop 
businesses focused on providing services that meet the educational, medical, personal, professional, 
religious, and social needs of the public. Additionally, this district is intended to provide locations 
for public or private facilities engaged in the provision of utility services to the public. Uses in 
this district are generally located in close proximity to the population which they are intended to 
service; however, may be concentrated into a single area, such as a downtown, where locational 
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advantages are realized.	

OFFICE-PROFESSIONAL DISTRICT, (PR1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Office-Professional District to provide opportunities to locate and 
develop administrative and professional offices and education institutions in locations served by 
primary access. Uses in this district can be located in close proximity to the population that they 
are intended to service, or concentrated in a single area, such as a downtown or along a major 
transportation corridor, where location advantages are realized.

CAMPUS INSTITUTION, OFFICE AND RESEARCH DISTRICT, (PR2)
Intent. It is the intent of the Campus Institution, Office and Research District to promote the 
development and location of research and research-related uses, institutional uses, and light 
industrial uses that capitalize on the educational institutions throughout Horry County. Creation 
of PR2 Districts may result in the creation of settings for the development of high-tech university-
related or spin-off uses in a campus setting. Development within this district may create 
opportunities to enhance the economic vitality of the community and encourage the development 
of such uses in a park environment. Within this district light industrial, commerce, and office park 
development may also occur. These parks may include light manufacturing, processing, storage and 
warehousing, wholesaling and distribution uses.

The principal use of any industrial and office park district is the manufacture of goods and materials 
as well as the storage and wholesale distribution of those goods and materials. However, for the 
welfare of the public and for the efficiency of the local economic structure, the PR2 District permits 
a limited number of commercial uses. The uses permitted are intended to serve principally the 
employees or patrons of businesses within the PR2 District.

INPATIENT MEDICAL SERVICES DISTRICT, (ME1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Inpatient Medical Services District to provide opportunities to 
locate and develop businesses providing services that meet general medical needs (inpatient and 
outpatient) of the public. Uses in this district are generally concentrated into a single area, such as a 
downtown or along a major transportation corridor, where location advantages are realized.

OUTPATIENT MEDICAL SERVICES DISTRICT, (ME2)
Intent. It is the intent of the Outpatient Medical Services District to provide opportunities to locate 
halfway houses, residential treatment centers, outpatient clinics for the treatment of drug and 
alcohol addiction and other facilities of similar nature as might be required to serve a growing 
population. These uses can have substantial negative impacts on adjacent developments and are 
often considered noxious uses. Impacts may be mitigated through increased buffering requirements. 
To avoid possible negative impact upon adjacent development, these uses are not allowed to locate 
directly adjacent to existing residential development.

COMMERCIAL RECREATION DISTRICTS
AMUSEMENT COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, (AC)
Intent. The intent of the Amusement Commercial District is to allow for the mixing of certain 
specified land uses in the county where both residential and limited business uses are competing for 
land and accelerated transition is in evidence.	  
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INDOOR AMUSEMENT DISTRICT, (AM1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Indoor Amusement Commercial District to provide opportunities to 
locate and develop uses that are amusement-related that are generally located within fully enclosed 
buildings or facilities. Uses typically located within this district have limited impact upon adjacent 
properties due to their location within enclosed structures.	 

OUTDOOR AMUSEMENT COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, (AM2)
Intent. It is the intent of the Outdoor Amusement Commercial District to provide opportunities to 
locate and develop use that are amusement-related in nature that are generally located outside a 
fully enclosed building or facility. Uses typically located within this district have significant impact 
upon adjacent properties do to their large scale, noise, and level of activity. Uses within such district 
should be sited in a manner that minimizes potential adverse impacts upon adjacent properties.

COMMERCIAL RECREATION DISTRICT, (CR)
Intent. It is the intent of the Commercial Recreation District to provide opportunities to locate and 
develop businesses focused on commercially operated recreational activities.

RESORT COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, (RC)
Intent. It is the intent of the Resort Commercial District are to create and protect areas wherein 
compatible residential, recreational, and commercial uses may be established and maintained on a 
sound basis. Standards are so designed as to encourage both seasonal and permanent occupancy of 
dwellings within this district; to permit commercial activities, such as marinas, boat service stations 
restaurants, and other selected retail establishments which are compatible with resort-oriented 
residential and recreational development; to encourage the discontinuance of nonconforming uses; 
and to prohibit any use that would substantially interfere with the development or continuance of 
resort-oriented commercial establishments, recreational, and residential structures in the district.

DESTINATION PARK DISTRICT, (DP)
Intent. It is the intent of the Destination Park District is to provide sound and healthy recreational 
sites in Horry County in which campers are situated. Furthermore, the Destination Park District is 
intended for short-term occupancy and is to be used primarily for leisure time activities at or near 
natural attractions in Horry County.

INDUSTRIAL AND TRANSPORTATION DISTRICTS
BOATING/MARINE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, (BO1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Boating/Marine Commercial District to provide opportunities to 
locate and develop businesses that rely on the ocean, rivers, and streams for their operations. Such 
businesses may have negative impact on the adjacent community due to odors and noise; therefore; 
careful consideration should be exercised before permitting such uses adjacent to existing 
residential developments.

PASSENGER AND PRODUCT TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT, (PA1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Passenger and Product Transportation District to provide 
opportunities to locate and develop businesses whose primary purpose is the movement of people 
or goods either within Horry County or between Horry County and other destinations. These 
facilities are generally located near population centers where accessibility to the transportation 
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network is easily achieved; however; should not be located near established residential 
communities.

LIMITED MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, (MA1)
Intent. It is the intent of the Limited Manufacturing and Industrial District to provide for the 
manufacture of small articles and products not involving the use of any materials, processes, or 
machinery which would pose a potential environmental or safety hazard for nearby commercial 
business districts or residential areas.

MA1 Districts are intended to act as a buffer or transition between commercial business districts 
and heavier manufacturing and industrial districts or to provide for planned industrial parks located 
in close proximity to residential areas.

GENERAL MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, (MA2)
Intent. It is the intent of the General Manufacturing and Industrial District to meet the general 
industrial and manufacturing needs of Horry County by providing for uses that may require open-air 
storage of equipment, materials, and products. MA2 Districts are not intended for locations in close 
proximity to residential areas, and are not intended to directly abut commercial business districts. 

HEAVY/ INTENSE MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, (MA3)
Intent. It is the intent of the Heavy/Intense Manufacturing and Industrial District to provide for the 
heaviest manufacturing and industrial uses, involving the use, handling, and storage of hazardous 
materials, or industrial uses which require a substantial amount of open-air storage area.

MA3 Districts are not intended to be within one thousand (1,000) feet of any residential structures 
are not appropriate in close proximity to commercial business districts. MA3 Districts should be 
surrounded by MA1 and MA2 zoning districts.

MARINE INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, (MI)
Intent. It is the intent of the Marine Industrial District is primarily to provide adequate space for 
those water-dependent commercial and industrial uses that require direct marine access for their 
operation, such as full-service marinas, marine transportation facilities, and tourist attractions 
which benefit from direct access to the waterways.

LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, (LI)
Intent. It is the intent of the Limited Industrial District to provide areas for limited industrial 
purposes which are not significantly objectionable in terms of noise, odor, fumes, etc., to 
surrounding properties. The regulations which apply within this district are designed to encourage 
the formation and continuance of a compatible environment of uses generally classified to be light 
industrial in nature; protect and reserve undeveloped areas in Horry County which are suitable 
for such industries; and discourage encroachment by those residential, commercial, or other uses 
capable of adversely affecting the basic industrial character of the district.

HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, (HI)
Intent. It is the intent of the Heavy Industrial District to promote the development and continued 
use of land for large scale basic or primary industrial purposes which involve extensive 
manufacturing, processing, or assembly operations and preserve sizable tracts of undeveloped land 
with potential for industrial uses.
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Section 202 - District Boundaries.
The boundaries of the above zoning districts are shown by a series of maps entitled, "Official Zoning 
Map, Horry County, South Carolina," which, together with all explanatory matter thereon, is hereby 
adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance.

1.	 Each map bearing the designation "Official Zoning Map, Horry County, South Carolina" shall 
be identified by the signature of the chairman of the County Council of Horry County, attested 
by the clerk of the County Council of Horry County, and bear the Seal of the County under 
the words: "Official Zoning Map, Horry County, South Carolina," together with the date of the 
adoption of this ordinance [October 20, 1987].

2.	 If changes are made in district boundaries or other matter portrayed on the official zoning map, 
such changes shall be entered on the official zoning map promptly by the zoning administrator 
within fifteen (15) days after the amendment has been approved by the County Council. No 
amendment to this ordinance which involves information portrayed on the official zoning map 
shall become effective until after such change has been made on said map.

3.	 No changes of any nature shall be made on the official zoning map or information shown 
thereon except in conformity with the procedures set forth in this ordinance. Any unauthorized 
change of whatever kind by any person or persons shall be considered a violation of this 
ordinance and punishable as provided by law.

4.	 Regardless of the existence of purported copies of the official zoning map which may from time 
to time be made or published, the official zoning map, which shall be located in the office of 
the zoning administrator, shall be the final authority as to the current status of land and water 
areas, buildings, and other structures in the county.

Section 203 - Rules for Interpretation of District Boundaries.
Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts as shown on the official zoning map, the 
following rules shall apply:

1.	 Boundaries indicated as approximately following the center lines or right-of-way lines of streets, 
highways, alleys, railways, or public utility easements shall be construed to follow such lines;

2.	 Boundaries indicated as approximately following plotted lot or tract lines shall be construed as 
following such lines, whether public or private;

3.	 Boundaries indicated as approximately following the incorporated area of county limit lines, 
military reservation boundaries, or special district lines, as amended from time to time, shall be 
construed to follow such lines;

4.	 Boundaries indicated within the area known as the Atlantic Ocean shall be construed to be 
parallel to, and five hundred (500) feet seaward from mean high tide lines or marsh shoreline;

5.	 Boundaries indicated as approximately following the center, mean high water mark, or 
shoreline of streams, rivers, canals, lakes, marsh areas, or other bodies of water, low land, or 
tidal areas, shall be construed to following such boundaries;

6.	 Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features indicated in subsections 1 through 
5 above shall be so construed. Distances not specifically indicated on the official zoning map, 
or in other circumstances not covered by subsections 1 through 5 above, the Board of Appeals 
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shall interpret the district boundaries.

Section 204 - Zoning Use Tables.

A.	 INTENT
This section explains how to interpret the use tables. The top of the use tables contains the Zoning 
Districts and the left side of the table contains the use types. The uses listed in the use tables are 
permitted or not permitted in each Zoning District according to the letter coding described in Section 
204. B through G below.
B.	 PERMITTED USES
A “P” in a cell indicates that a use category is allowed by right in the respective district. Permitted uses 
are subject to compliance with all other applicable regulations of this ordinance.
C.	 CONDITIONAL USES
A “C” in a cell indicates that a use category is allowed conditionally in the respective district, subject to 
compliance with the use-specific regulations set forth in the final column of the table.
D.	 TEMPORARY USES
A “T” in a cell indicates that a use category is allowed temporarily in the respective district, subject to 
compliance with the use-specific regulations set forth in the final column of the table.
E.	 SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES
A “SE” in a cell indicates that a use category is allowed only if reviewed and approved as a special 
exception in accordance with the special exception review procedures set forth in the final column of 
the table.
F.	 RETIRED ZONING DISTRICTS
A “*” next to a zoning district indicates a zoning district that is no longer available for use in the rezoning 
of the property. See § 301. B of this ordinance for additional information.
G.	 USES NOT ALLOWED
A blank cell indicates that a use is not allowed in the respective zoning district, unless it is otherwise 
expressly allowed by other regulations of this ordinance.
H.	 USES NOT LISTED
The zoning administrator shall determine whether or not an unlisted use is part of an existing category, 
or is substantially similar to an already defined use.
I.	 ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS
Regardless of whether a use category is permitted by right or permitted as a conditional use, temporary 
use or special exception, there may be additional regulations that are applicable to a specific use. All 
uses are subject to compliance with all applicable regulations of this ordinance.
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cc
om

od
at

io
ns

 
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

90
9

Fr
at

er
ni

ty
 &

 So
ro

rit
y 

Ho
us

es
 

C
C

91
4

Gr
ou

p 
ho

m
e, 

ex
ce

pt
 

fra
te

rn
iti

es
 &

 so
ro

rit
ie

s 
P

P
P

P
P

P

* =
 R

et
ire

d 
Zo

ni
ng

 D
ist

ric
t  

    
    

P 
= 

Pe
rm

itt
ed

 u
se

    
    

  C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

    
  S

E 
= 

Sp
ec

ia
l E

xc
ep

tio
n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

3 
- A

GRICULTUR





A
L 

USE
 

CH
ART

 
ZONING




 DISTRICTS






 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

SF 40 / MSF 40 

LFA*

FA*

CFA*

RE

AG 1 

AG 2 

AG 3

NC* / CC*

HC*

RE 3 / RE 4 

LI* / HI*

MA 1 / MA 2 / MI 

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Co
m

m
er

ci
al

 C
ro

p 
Pr

od
uc

tio
n 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

H
or

tic
ul

tu
re

 F
ar

m
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

Pr
od

uc
e 

St
an

d 
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
92

3

Pe
rs

on
al

 U
se

 B
ui

ld
in

gs
 (n

on
-c

om
m

er
ci

al
)

C
C

C
C

91
9

Va
lu

e-
Ad

de
d 

Pr
od

uc
t P

ro
ce

ss
in

g 
C

C
C

C
93

8

Be
er

, W
in

e 
an

d 
Sp

ir
it 

Pr
od

uc
tio

n,
 ta

st
in

gs
 

an
d 

re
ta

il 
sa

le
s o

f r
el

at
ed

 m
er

ch
an

di
se

. 
C

C
C

C
C

C
P

P
93

7

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

  P
 =

 P
er

m
itt

ed
 U

se
    

 C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

 S
E 

= 
Sp

ec
ia

l E
xc

ep
tio

n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

4 
ANIM


AL

 FA
CILITES




 
USE

 
CH

ART
 

ZONING



 DISTRICTS







 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

SF 6 / SF 7 / SF 8.5 / SF 10 

MSF 6 / MSF 7 / MSF 8.5 / MSF 10 

SF 14.5 / SF 20 

MSF 14.5 / MSF 20 

GR* / GRn*

SF 40 / MSF 40 

LFA*

FA*

CFA*

RE

AG 1 

AG 2 

AG 3 

AG 4 / AG 5 

AG 6 / AG 7 

NC* / CC* / RCS* / TRS* / HC*

RE 1 / RE 2 

RE 3 / RE 4 

OPI* / PR 1 / RC* 

LI* / MA 1 / MA 2 / HI* 

BO1

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Aq
ua

 fa
rm

, f
is

he
ry

/h
at

ch
er

y 
&

 
as

so
ci

at
ed

 u
se

s f
or

 p
ac

ka
gi

ng
 a

nd
 

sh
ip

pi
ng

 
P

P
P

P
P

Co
m

m
er

ci
al

 A
gr

ic
ul

tu
re

 F
ac

ili
ty

 
gr

ea
te

r t
ha

n 
50

0,
00

1 
lb

s
SE

11
06

.C
.2

Co
m

m
er

ci
al

 A
gr

ic
ul

tu
re

 F
ac

ili
ty

 
up

 to
 5

00
,0

00
 lb

s
C

C
C

C
90

2

Co
m

m
er

ci
al

 A
ni

m
al

 R
ai

si
ng

 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s (

Do
es

 n
ot

 in
cl

ud
e 

An
im

al
 P

ro
du

ct
io

n 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s)

 
C

C
C

P
C

90
2

An
im

al
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

P
C

P
90

2/
93

3

Li
ve

st
oc

k 
/ 

Ag
ri

cu
ltu

re
 A

uc
tio

n 
Fa

ci
lit

y 
P

P

Fa
rm

 A
ni

m
al

s 
Al

lo
w

ed
 b

y 
Di

st
ri

ct
 

Fa
rm

 A
ni

m
al

s (
ex

cl
ud

in
g 

sw
in

e)
 

C
C

C
C

P
C

C
C

90
2

Ot
he

r A
ni

m
al

s 
C

C
C

90
2

H
or

se
s (

Eq
ui

ne
) 

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

P
C

C
C

90
2

Pi
gs

 (S
w

in
e)

 
C

C
C

C
90

2

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

    
  P

 =
 P

er
m

itt
ed

 U
se

    
    

  C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

    
  S

E 
= 

Sp
ec

ia
l E

xc
ep

tio
n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

5 
- STOR


A

GE
 USE


 CH

A
RT

 
ZONING




 DISTRICTS






 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

FA*

CFA*

AG 2 

AG 3 

RCS*

TRS*

HC*

RE 4 

BO 1 

LI*

MA 1 

MA 2 

MA 3 

MI

HI*

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Au
to

m
ob

ile
 S

to
ra

ge
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 T
ow

 Y
ar

ds
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

90
6

Ac
ce

ss
or

y 
Ou

td
oo

r S
to

ra
ge

 
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
90

7

Ou
td

oo
r S

to
ra

ge
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

90
7

Bo
at

 S
to

ra
ge

 
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
90

7

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

 P
 =

 P
er

m
itt

ed
 U

se
    

 C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

 S
E 

= 
Sp

ec
ia

l E
xc

ep
tio

n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

6 
- S

ALES


 &
 RENT


A

L 
USE

 
CH

ART
 

ZONING



 DISTRICTS







 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

AG 2 

RCS* 

TRS* 

HC*

RE 4 

BO 1 

PA 1 

LI*

MA 1

MA 2 

MA 3 

MI

HI* 

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Ve
hi

cl
e,

 E
qu

ip
m

en
t, 

M
an

uf
ac

tu
re

d 
H

om
e 

&
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

Sa
le

s /
 R

en
ta

l
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P

Ou
td

oo
r S

al
es

 /
 R

en
ta

l
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

90
7

Bo
at

 S
al

es
 /

 R
en

ta
l 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

 P
 =

 P
er

m
itt

ed
 U

se
    

 C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

 S
E 

= 
Sp

ec
ia

l E
xc

ep
tio

n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

7 
- REP


AIR

 
&

 SERVICE





 USE


 CH
A

RT
 

ZONING



 DISTRICTS







 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

FA*

CFA*

AG 2 

NC*

CC*

RCS*

TRS*

HC*

RE 2 

RE 3

RE 4

CR*

RC*

BO 1 

PA 1 

LI* 

MA 1 

MA 2

MA 3

MI 

HI*

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Ve
hi

cl
e 

&
 E

qu
ip

m
en

t R
ep

ai
rs

 
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
90

5

Bo
at

 S
er

vi
ce

 
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P

Re
pa

ir
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

C
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
93

3

Ca
r W

as
h 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

 P
 =

 P
er

m
itt

ed
 U

se
    

 C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

 S
E 

= 
Sp

ec
ia

l E
xc

ep
tio

n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

8 
- INDOOR




 
AMUSEMENT





 

USE
 

CH
ART

 
ZONING




 DISTRICTS






 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

CC*

RCS*

TRS*

HC*

RE 2 

RE 3 / RE 4 

AC*

AM 1 

AM 2 

CR* 

LI* 

HI* 

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

In
do

or
 A

m
us

em
en

t 
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

Ad
ul

t E
nt

er
ta

in
m

en
t 

C
C

C
90

1

Au
di

to
ri

um
 /

 T
he

at
er

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

Ev
en

t C
en

te
r 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

 P
 =

 P
er

m
itt

ed
 U

se
    

 C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

 S
E 

= 
Sp

ec
ia

l E
xc

ep
tio

n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

9 
- OUTDOOR





 A

MUSEMENT





 
USE

 
CH

ART
 

ZONING



 DISTRICTS







 

LA
N

D 
US

ES
 

All SF / MSF Districts 
GR* / GRn* 
RR*
RH
LFA*
FA*
CFA*
AG 2 
AG 3 
CC*
RCS* 
TRS*
HC*
OPI*
EIO*
PR 2 
AC*
AM 1 
AM 2 
CR* 
RC* 
DP
BO 1 
HI*
MI

Conditional Uses 

Temporary Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Ou
td

oo
r A

m
us

em
en

t
P

P
P

Ba
tt

in
g 

Ca
ge

 
P

C
P

P
P

93
0

Pa
in

tb
al

l F
ac

ili
ty

 
P

C
P

P
P

93
0

Go
lf 

Am
us

em
en

ts
 - 

dr
iv

in
g 

ra
ng

es
 

an
d 

m
in

ia
tu

re
 g

ol
f c

ou
rs

es
P

P
P

P
P

Go
lf 

Co
ur

se
s 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
Fa

m
ily

 F
un

 P
ar

ks
 

T
10

02
Ca

si
no

 B
oa

t
SE

11
06

.C
.1

Go
-c

ar
ts

 &
 B

um
pe

r C
ar

s
P

P
P

C
93

2
Ra

ci
ng

 M
ot

or
 S

po
rt

s 
P

P
Co

m
m

er
ci

al
 P

ie
r 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
Fi

re
ar

m
 tr

ai
ni

ng
 a

nd
 sp

or
ts

 fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
C

C
C

C
C

C
91

2

Sp
or

ts
 F

ac
ili

ty
 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

    
  P

 =
 P

er
m

itt
ed

 U
se

    
    

  C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

    
  T

 =
 T

em
po

ra
ry

 u
se

    
    

SE
 =

 S
pe

ci
al

 E
xc

ep
tio

n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

10
 - 

TR
ANSPORT




A
TION


 USE


 CH

A
RT

 
ZONING




 DISTRICTS






 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

RH

FA*

CFA*

RCS*

TRS*

HC*

RE 3 

RE 4 

EIO*

AC*

AM 2 

CR*

RC*

BO 1 

PA 1 

LI*

MA 1 

MA 2 

HI* 

MI

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Re
si

de
nt

ia
l S

ub
di

vi
si

on
 A

ir
pa

rk
s

C
C

9
2

2

Bu
s D

ep
ot

P
P

P
P

P
P

P

Ta
xi

, L
im

ou
si

ne
 a

nd
 G

ro
un

d 
Tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

Ve
hi

cl
es

 
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P

Co
m

m
er

ci
al

 M
ar

in
a,

 F
is

hi
ng

, &
 

Sh
ip

pi
ng

 F
ac

ili
ty

 
C

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
9

3
3

Co
m

m
er

ci
al

 P
ar

ki
ng

 L
ot

 /
 G

ar
ag

e
C

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

C
P

P
P

P
9

2
0

M
ot

or
fr

ei
gh

t T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

&
 

W
ar

eh
ou

si
ng

 
P

P
P

P
P

P

Ra
ilr

oa
d 

De
po

t (
Pa

ss
en

ge
rs

 &
 

Fr
ei

gh
t)

 
C

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
9

3
3

W
at

er
 T

ra
ns

po
rt

at
io

n 
Se

rv
ic

e 
(e

xc
ep

t 
ca

si
no

 b
oa

ts
)

C
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

9
3

3

* 
=

 R
et

ir
ed

 Z
on

in
g 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
   

   
   

P
 =

 P
er

m
it

te
d

 U
se

   
   

   
 C

 =
 C

on
d

it
io

n
al

 U
se

   
   

  S
E

 =
 S

p
ec

ia
l E

xc
ep

ti
on
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SECTION



 

20
4.

11
 - 

MEDIC



AL

 USE


 CH
A

RT
 

ZONING



 DISTRICTS







 

LA
N

D 
US

ES
 

GR*

FA*

CFA*

AG 3 

NC*

CC*

RCS*

TRS*

HC*

RE 1 

RE 2 

RE 3 

RE 4 

OPI*

EIO*

PR 1

PR 2 

ME 1 

ME 2 

RC*

LI*

HI*

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Co
un

se
lin

g 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s t

ha
t d

is
tr

ib
ut

e 
pr

es
cr

ip
tio

n 
m

ed
ic

at
io

n 
on

 si
te

, 
Ps

yc
hi

at
ri

c H
os

pi
ta

l
SE

SE
SE

P
11

06
.C

.5

H
ea

lth
ca

re
 F

ac
ili

ty
, e

xc
lu

di
ng

 S
ta

nd
-

Al
on

e 
Ps

yc
hi

at
ri

c F
ac

ili
tie

s
P

P
P

P
P

M
ed

ic
al

 O
ffi

ce
s &

 C
lin

ic
s 

C
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

93
3

Ou
tp

at
ie

nt
 D

ru
g 

&
 A

lc
oh

ol
 A

dd
ic

tio
n 

Tr
ea

tm
en

t C
lin

ic
SE

SE
SE

P
11

06
.C

.5

SEN
i

or
 L

iv
in

g
Co

nt
in

ui
ng

 C
ar

e 
Re

tir
em

en
t 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 

P
P

As
si

st
ed

 L
iv

in
g 

Fa
ci

lit
y 

P
P

P
P

P
P

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

    
  P

 =
 P

er
m

itt
ed

 U
se

    
    

  C
 =

 C
on

di
tio

na
l U

se
    

    
  S

E 
= 

Sp
ec

ia
l E

xc
ep

tio
n 
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SECTION



 

20
4.

12
 - 

PROFESSION






AL

 USE


 CH
A

RT
 

ZONING



 DISTRICTS







 

LA
ND

 U
SE

S 

SF 40 / MSF 40 
GR*
GRn*
LFA*
FA*
CFA*
RE
AG 1 / AG 4 / AG 5 / AG 6 / AG 7 
AG 2 
AG 3 
NC*
CC*
RCS*
TRS*
HC*
RE 1 
RE 2 
RE 3 
RE 4
OPI*
EIO*
 PR 1 
PR 2 
ME 1 
ME 2 
CR*
RC*
LI*
MA 1 / MA 2 
MI 
HI*

Conditional Uses 

Special Exception Uses

Ba
nk

s /
 S

av
in

gs
 a

nd
 L

oa
ns

 
C

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
93

3
Ba

rb
er

 /
 B

ea
ut

y 
Sh

op
 

/ 
Sa

lo
n 

/ 
St

yl
is

t /
 H

ai
r 

Dr
es

se
rs

 
C

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
93

3

Co
m

m
er

ci
al

 C
em

et
er

ie
s 

an
d 

M
au

so
le

um
s -

 p
lo

ts
 fo

r 
sa

le
 /

 o
r a

ss
ig

ne
d 

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
92

4

Co
m

m
un

ity
 a

nd
 P

er
so

na
l 

Se
rv

ic
es

 
C

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

93
3

Fi
tn

es
s C

en
te

rs
 a

nd
 H

ea
lth

 
Sp

as
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

Fu
ne

ra
l H

om
e,

 C
re

m
at

or
y 

&
 M

or
tu

ar
y 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P

La
nd

ro
m

at
, C

oi
n 

Op
er

at
ed

 
/ 

Dr
y 

Cl
ea

ne
rs

 S
to

re
 a

nd
 

Pi
ck

 U
p 

St
at

io
n 

(E
xc

lu
di

ng
 

In
du

st
ri

al
 L

an
de

re
r)

 

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

M
ot

io
n 

Pi
ct

ur
e 

Pr
od

uc
tio

n 
St

ud
io

 &
 A

lli
ed

 S
er

vi
ce

s 
P

P
P

P
P

P

Of
fic

es
 (a

dm
in

is
tr

at
iv

e,
 

bu
si

ne
ss

, g
en

er
al

 p
ur

po
se

, 
an

d 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
) 

SE
SE

C
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

93
3

11
06

.C
.3

Ta
tt

oo
 P

ar
lo

r 
C

P
93

9

Th
er

ap
eu

tic
 M

as
sa

ge
 

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
C

C
92

6 
/ 

93
3

* =
 R

et
ir

ed
 Z

on
in

g 
Di

st
ri

ct
    

    
  P

 =
 P

er
m

itt
ed

 U
se
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SECTION 204. 18 - OTHER USE CHART 
ZONING DISTRICTS 

LAND USES Co
nd

it
io

na
l 

Us
es

 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 U

se
s 

S p
ec

ia
l 

Ex
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pt
io

n 
Us

es

Heliports / Helipads 916

Churches, Synagogues, Temples and 
other Places of Worship 910

Daycare Centers 911

Historic Facilities for Weddings / 
Periodic Events 1212

Non-Commercial Docks 918

Accessory Dwelling Units 925

Home Occupations 927

Tellecommunication Facilities 942

Public Uses 413

Rural Tourism Permit 1106.C.7

Temporary Events and Seasonal Uses 1002.5 1106.C.6

Temporary Real Estate Sales Office / 
Model Home 1002.3

Temporary Contractor's Office, 
Construction Trailers and Equipment 

Sheds 
1002.4

Temporary Vending 1001

Temporary Christmas Tree Sales 1002.2

Temporary Religious meeting in a 
tent or other Temporary Structure 1002.1

Temporary Asphalt, Concrete & 
Aggregate Processing Facilities 1003

P = Permitted Use     C = Conditional Use     SE = Special Exception 
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Section 205 - Dimensional and Density Standards.

A.	 APPLICABILITY
In any zoning district the maximum heights of building or structures, the minimum dimensions of yards, 
the area of lot required and the percent of lot to be occupied by buildings shall be shown on Table 2-1.
B.	 GENERAL SETBACK PROVISIONS
The following provisions apply to all applicable lots:	

1.	 INCREASED SETBACK ON CERTAIN ROADS
No structures shall be located within sixty (60) feet of the right-of-ways of Hwys 19, 31 (Red Bluff 
Rd), 57, 90, 319, 378, 701, 905, 917, Hwy 9 Business (from Hwy 917 to Hwy 9), Hwy 9 (from Marion 
County Line to Hwy 90), Nichols Hwy, Hardwick Rd (off Hwy 501) and Pee Dee Hwy./ Rd. (Ord. No. 
24-2024, §2, 4-1-2024)	

2.	 SHARED PRIVATE DRIVEWAYS
When a shared private driveway easement is utilized for access, the required setback shall be 
measured from the easement line. In instances when such access serves LFA zoned property, 
one-half (1/2) of the required setbacks may be located within the shared private driveway 
easement.	

3.	 DOUBLE FRONTAGE LOTS
Double frontage lots abutting public or private right-of-ways or shared private driveways shall 
maintain minimum front setbacks on both frontages.	

4.	 CORNER LOTS
The minimum width of a side yard along an intersection street shall be (150) percent of the side 
yard requirements of the district in which the lot is located. If a corner lot is adjacent to a collector 
or arterial street it must meet the front yard setback from both streets, unless said lot is within a 
Commercial Subdivision Development.
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Table 2-2. (GRn) General Residential "n" District Dimensional & Density Standards

Development 
District

Max. 
Density 
(du/ac)

Max. Lot 
Coverage

Lot 
Requirements 

(sqft/unit)
Use

Setback from Property Line 1

Max. 
HeightFront Side Rear Corner

Low Density
Wedge Character District

Single-Family 3 30% 14,250

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'
Duplex 3 30% 12,000

Semi-detached 3 30% 6,000
Patiohome 3 30% 6,000

Townhome & Quadruplex 3 30% 2 acres

Multi-Family 3 30% 2 acres Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 45'

Medium Density
Rural Corridor

Single-Family 5 50% 8,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'
Duplex 5 50% 9,000

Semi-detached 5 50% 4,500
Patiohome 5 50% 4,500

Townhome & Quadruplex 5 50% 2 acres
Multi-Family 5 50% 2 acres Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 65'

Urban Corridor
Single-Family 7 50% 8,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'
Duplex 7 50% 9,000

Semi-detached 7 50% 4,500
Patiohome 7 50% 4,500

Townhome & Quadruplex 7 50% 2 acres
Multi-Family 7 50% 2 acres Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 65'

High Density
Hamlet Center District

Core Area
Single-Family 10 60% 5,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'

Duplex 10 60% 5,500

Semi-Detached 10 60% 2,500

Patiohome 10 60% 2,500

Townhome & Quadruplex 10 75% 1 acre

Multi-Family 10 75% 1 acre Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 120'

Footnotes:

1. A minimum 20' building separation shall be maintained between individual buildings.

2. No side yard setback is required where common walls are located. 
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Table 2-2. (GRn) General Residential "n" District Dimensional & Density Standards

Development 
District

Max. 
Density 

(du/
ac)

Max. Lot 
Coverage

Lot 
Requirements 

(sqft/unit)
Use

Setback from Property Line
Max. 

HeightFront Side Rear Corner

High Density
Hamlet Center District

Secondary Area
Single-Family 8 60% 5,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'

Duplex 8 60% 5,500

Semi-Detached 8 60% 2,500

Patiohome 8 60% 2,500

Townhome & Quadruplex 8 75% 1 acre

Multi-Family 8 75% 1 acre Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 120'

Village Center District
Core Area

Single-Family 15 60% 5,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'

Duplex 15 60% 5,500

Semi-Detached 15 60% 2,500

Patiohome 15 60% 2,500

Townhome & Quadruplex 15 75% 1 acre

Multi-Family 15 75% 1 acre Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 120'

Secondary Area
Single-Family <10 60% 5,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'

Duplex <10 60% 5,500

Semi-Detached <10 60% 2,500

Patiohome <10 60% 2,500

Townhome & Quadruplex <10 75% 1 acre

Multi-Family <10 75% 1 acre Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 120'

Township Center District
Core Area

Single-Family <20 60% 5,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'

Duplex <20 60% 5,500

Semi-Detached <20 60% 2,500

Patiohome <20 60% 2,500

Townhome & Quadruplex <20 75% 1 acre

Multi-Family <20 75% 1 acre Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 120'

Footnotes:

1. A minimum 20' building separation shall be maintained between individual buildings.

2. No side yard setback is required where common walls are located. 



Article iI
established districts

55

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

Table 2-2. (GRn) General Residential "n" District Dimensional & Density Standards

Development 
District

Max. 
Density 

(du/
ac)

Max. Lot 
Coverage

Lot 
Requirements 

(sqft/unit)
Use

Setback from Property Line
Max. 

HeightFront Side Rear Corner

High Density
Township Center District

Transition Area
Single-Family 15-19 60% 5,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'
Duplex 15-19 60% 5,500

Semi-Detached 15-19 60% 2,500
Patiohome 15-19 60% 2,500

Townhome & Quadruplex 15-19 75% 1 acre
Multi-Family 15-19 75% 1 acre Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 120'

Secondary Area
Single-Family <14 60% 5,500

Single-Family 25' 10' 2 15' 15' 35'
Duplex <14 60% 5,500

Semi-Detached <14 60% 2,500
Patiohome <14 60% 2,500

Townhome & Quadruplex <14 75% 1 acre
Multi-Family <14 75% 1 acre Multi-Family 30' 20' 25' 30' 120'

Footnotes:

1. A minimum 20' building separation shall be maintained between individual buildings.

2. No side yard setback is required where common walls are located. 

Table 2-3. (GR) General Residential District 
Multi-Family & Townhome Density Limits

Minimum Lot Area Per Unit

Unit Type 1-Story 2-Story 3-Story 4-Story 5-Story

Efficiency Units 2,000 1,435 1,410 1,240 1,013

1 Bedroom 2,000 1,775 1,625 1,438 1,240

2 Bedrooms 2,650 2,475 2,125 1,825 1,438

3 Bedrooms 3,525 2,175 2,653 2,200 1,825

4 or More 
Bedrooms 4,375 3,975 3,492 2,725 2,220
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Table 2-4. (HI) Heavy Industrial District

Heavy Industrial Park II

Parcel Type III
Setbacks I

Height
Lot Width 

at Building 
SiteFront Side Rear Corner Side

Industrial 50' 25' 20' 37.5' 60' 200'

Management Office/
Public Safety 50' 10' 15' 15' 35' 60'

Notes:

I. Setbacks shall be no less than 100 feet if located along an exterior boundary of the park.

II. The minimum lot area of the park is no less than ten (10) acres.

III. The minimum lot area of any parcel within the park is no smaller than two (2) acres except that parcels used for park management offic-
es and/or public safety facilities may be as small as one (1) acre.

Table 2-5. (CC) Community Commercial District Dimensional Standards Table

Minimum 
Required 

Area

Maximum Lot 
Coverage

Setback from Property Line Maximum 
HeightFront Side Rear

Interior to the 
Zoning District

7000 sq. ft. 80% of Gross 
Area

10' 0' 0'

75'
Exterior to the 
Zoning District

Side and Rear yards require a planting scree, fence 
or wall six (6) feet in height adjacent to any other 

zoning district.

25' 30' 30'

Table 2-6. (OPI) Office/Professional/Institutional District 
Dimensional Standards

Adjacent Zoning 
District Height Minimum

 Lot Width
Lot 

Coverage

Setback from Property Line Max. 
HeightFront Side Rear Corner

Non-
Residential

Up to 36' 60' 65% 25' 10' 15' 15' 65'

Greater than 
36' 60' 65% 25' 20' 30' 30' 65'

Residential

Up to 36' 60' 65% 25' 30' 30' 45' 65'

Greater than 
36'

Side and Rear yards shall increase by one (1) foot for every two (2) feet of building 
height above thirty-six (36) feet

60' 65% 25' 30' 30' 45' 65'
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Table 2-7. (MI) Marine Industrial District Dimensional Standards

All uses and structures including 
boat slips, piers and docks

Maximum Lot 
Coverage

Setback from Property Line 18, 19

Maximum 
Height**Front 9 Side 9 Rear 9

Interior to the Zoning District
80% of Gross Area

25' 0' 0'
50'

Exterior to the Zoning District 50'* 50'* 50'*

* Minimum setback for outside storage of bulk materials must be 100 ft. from the AIWW and any wetlands.

** All structures and accessory uses within 100 ft. of the AIWW or external district boundary are limited to maximum height of 35 ft.

Table 2-8. (CFA) Commercial Forest Agriculture Assisted Living Facility Density 
Limits

Minimum Lot Area Per Unit

Number of Beds 
Per Room 1-Story 2-Story 3-Story 4-Story 5-Story or More

1 bed 2,000 1,775 1,625 1,438 1,240

2 beds 2,650 2,475 2,125 1,825 1,438

3 beds 3,525 3,175 2,653 2,200 1,825

4 beds 4,375 3,975 3,492 2,725 2,220

5 beds or more 1050/bed 950/bd 850/bd 650/bd 550/bd

Section 205.2 - Exceptions and Modifications to Dimensional Standards.

A.	 LOT REDUCTION PROHIBITED.
No yard or lot existing prior to the adoption of this ordinance shall be reduced in dimension or area 
below the minimum requirements set forth herein. Yards or lots created after the effective date of this 
ordinance shall meet at least the minimum requirements established by this ordinance.
B.	 USE OF SUBSTANDARD LOTS OF RECORD.
Where a lot of record exists before the adoption of this ordinance that does not contain sufficient land 
to conform to the dimensional requirements of this ordinance, such lot may nonetheless be used as a 
building site and the zoning administrator is authorized to issue a permit for the use of the property 
which conforms to the requirement for the district in which the lot is located as set forth in this 
ordinance, provided that said lot requirements are not reduced below the minimum specified in the 
ordinance by more than twenty-five (25) percent.
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C.	 FRONT YARDS.
The front yard setback requirements of this ordinance for buildings shall not apply to any lot where the 
average depth of existing front yards on developed lots located within one hundred (100) feet on each 
side of such lot and within the same block and zoning district and fronting on the same street as such lot, 
is less than the minimum required front yard depth. In such case, the minimum front yard shall be the 
average of the existing front yard depths on the developed lots.
D.	 EXCEPTIONS TO HEIGHT LIMITS.
The height limitations of this ordinance shall not apply to church spires, belfries, cupolas and domes not 
intended for human occupancy, monuments, water towers, observation towers, transmission towers, 
silos, chimneys, smokestacks, conveyors, flag poles, masts and aerials, and amusement structures, 
provided evidence from appropriate authorities is submitted to the effect that such building or structure 
will not interfere with any airport approach zones or flight patterns.
E.	 GROUP HOUSING PROJECTS.
In the case of a group housing project of two (2) or more buildings to be constructed on a plot of ground 
of at least one (1) acre not subdivided into the customary streets and lots, a special exception to the 
terms of this ordinance may be in harmony with the charter of occupancy and an intensity of land use 
no higher and a standard of open space no lower than that permitted by this ordinance in the district in 
which the project is to be located, or a smaller lot area per family than the minimum required in such 
district, or a greater height, or a larger coverage than the requirements of this ordinance permit in such 
a district.
F.	 EXCEPTIONS TO MINIMUM LOT SIZES AND SETBACK REQUIREMENTS.
The minimum lot sizes and setback requirements in this ordinance shall not apply to nonresidential lots 
transferred or subdivided for the purposes of providing utility services or to individual residential lots 
transferred for townhouses or condominium property regimes. This exception is not intended to provide 
relief from the requirements for overall development lot size.
G.	 STRUCTURES PROJECTING INTO REQUIRED YARDS
The following structures within the limits set forth may project into required yards:

1.	 OVERHANGS
Overhangs may encroach into required setback areas for a distance not to exceed eighteen (18) 
inches.

2.	 HVAC UNITS AND GENERATORS.
a.	 In one and two family dwellings, HVAC units and generators may encroach into side yard and 

rear yard setback areas.
b.	 In all other cases HVAC units and generators must meet the setbacks of the Zoning District.
c.	 Portable generators on a temporary basis are exempt.

3.	 UNENCLOSED STEPS / LANDINGS
a.	 Unenclosed steps and landings may extend no more than three (3) feet into the required 

setback area.
b.	 Unenclosed steps may extend no more than three (3) feet into the required setback area.
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4.	 UNCOVERED PORCHES AND STEPS
Uncovered porches and steps not exceeding twelve (12) inches in height may extend into the 
required setback areas.

5.	 BUILDING EXTERIOR FAÇADE AND FACING MATERIALS
Building exterior facades and facing materials, including but not limited to: brick, block, stone, or 
brick veneer; and wood, cement, or vinyl siding, may encroach up to six (6) inches into the required 
setbacks.

6.	 UNENCLOSED AND UNCOVERED HANDICAPPED ACCESS RAMPS, LIFTS, AND 
LANDINGS.
a.	 Residential uses. Unenclosed and uncovered ramps, lifts, and associated landings necessary 

to provide handicapped access may extend into the required setback, provided the landings 
are no larger than ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) requirements for landings.

b.	 Commercial uses. Unenclosed and uncovered ramps, lifts, and associated landings necessary 
to provide handicapped access may extend into the required setback, provided the building 
existed prior to the adoption of the American with Disabilities Act in 1990, and provided 
the landings are no larger than ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) requirements for 
landings.

H.	 SETBACKS FOR LOTS WITHIN A COMMERCIAL SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT
Lots within a Commercial Subdivision Developments are required to meet the front setback from the 
main corridor providing access to the development.

1.	 Corner side setbacks shall be equal to 150% of the minimum side yard requirements from 
internal commercial cross access easements and reverse frontage roads.

2.	 Rear setbacks along internal commercial cross access easements and reverse frontage roads 
shall be equal to the normal rear setback for that district.

Section 206 - Planned Development District Requirements.

A.	 GENERAL PROVISIONS:	
1.	 TYPES OF PDDS.
Proposals to create a PDD will be classified as either "Major" or "Minor." 

A "major" PDD is five (5) acres or greater.

A "minor" PDD is less than five (5) acres.

The external 25-foot PDD perimeter buffer requirement may be waived provided that the 
conceptual plan mitigates the impact of the PDD to the surrounding properties through the 
establishment of buffering and/or screening requirements so that the future use of the site does not 
adversely impact the surrounding properties.

2.	 DENSITY/USE.
The density and uses allowed within a PDD shall be as established within the written narrative. 
The narrative shall include a statement explaining the differences in land uses between the current 
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and the proposed zoning. The PDD narrative shall include a table summarizing the proposed gross 
and net densities of the proposed PDD. A breakdown of buildable area versus gross acreage shall be 
provided with a minimum of twenty (20) percent from the overall project area to be subtracted for 
the provision of infrastructure and drainage.

For the purposes of determining gross and net densities, the formula below shall be used: 
Gross density = the total number of dwelling units ÷ the total project acreage

Net density = the total number of dwelling units ÷ the net (buildable) acreage
Buildable acreage is defined as: That portion of a tract or parcel of land which can be developed, not 
including existing platted rights-of-way and utility easements, natural water bodies (streams/lakes), 
and wetlands under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers unless such wetlands are to 
be filled upon issuance of a "fill" permit. Wetland buffers may be included as developable acreage, but 
may not be encroached upon unless specified by a permit and approved development plan.

3.	 BUILDING HEIGHT.
Single-family structures, attached or detached, shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet unless otherwise 
approved by the Planning Commission for justifiable cause. All other building heights shall not 
exceed one hundred eighty (180) feet unless otherwise approved by the Planning Commission for 
justifiable cause. Increases in building heights shall be decided on a case-by-case basis, taking into 
consideration current zoning, existing surrounding structures, and the anticipated impact to the area. 
All other applicable requirements must be met—Parking, airport height restrictions, lot coverage, etc.

B.	 SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.
In order to qualify for a PDD, the following criteria shall be met:

1.	 The area proposed for rezoning shall be in one (1) ownership or if in several ownerships, the 
application for amendment to the Zoning Ordinance shall be filed jointly by all of the owners.

2.	 A written narrative and conceptual plan shall be submitted by the applicant or developer for 
review by the Planning Commission and approval by the County Council.

3.	 A minimum 20-foot separation shall be maintained between multi-family buildings and a 
minimum ten-foot building separation shall be maintained between single-family detached 
structures. Accessory structure separations from principal structures associated with either 
multi- family or single-family structures shall be as determined by appropriate building codes.

4.	 Sidewalks Required. Sidewalks shall be provided within PDDs along roadways. A Pedestrian Flow 
Plan is highly recommended at the Conceptual Plan stage as is alternative surfaces and designs. 
Pedestrian sidewalks/pathways shall be provided in the development to connect amenity areas 
and open space areas to main pods of development. Sidewalks may be platted as easements or as 
parcels. Sidewalks shall be constructed to ADA requirements.

C.	 PDD BUFFERS AND OPEN SPACE.	
1.	 PERIMETER BUFFER.
A 25-foot wide natural or landscaped buffer shall be provided around the entire perimeter of the 
proposed PDD. Platted lots shall not be allowed within the buffer area. Building encroachments shall 
be prohibited within such buffer; however, stormwater features, bicycle, pedestrian, and equestrian 
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trails, landscape features, and development entrance rights-of-way may be permitted within such 
buffer. If encroachments are placed within the buffer, any remaining non-disturbed areas shall 
remain naturally vegetated if proposed infrastructure plans allow such.

The following standards shall apply to specific permitted encroachments within the PDD buffer:
a.	 Amenity features within the buffer. Recreational and Common open space features that are 

located within the PDD buffer may be counted toward meeting open space requirements 
established in subsection 3 , below, provided that:
i.	 The buffer shall be platted as an independent parcel of property open space purposes.
ii.	 The amount of credit given for the active amenity feature located within the buffer is 

calculated based on the feature's size as determined by its width and linear feet.
b.	 Stormwater features. Stormwater features located within the PDD buffer are permitted 

provided that:
i.	 Applicable maintenance easements are established on the recorded plat to ensure 

access to the feature.
ii.	 No less than twelve and one-half (12½) feet of buffer area is provided outside the 

drainage/maintenance easements associated with such features. Improvement of 
the required buffer shall meet the landscape material requirement of Article V of this 
ordinance. A privacy wall or a four-foot high berm with vegetation may be installed in 
lieu of the natural vegetation of Article V. If such option is used, the additional buffer 
area outside the drainage/maintenance easement shall be seven (7) feet.

2.	 BUFFERS BETWEEN DISSIMILAR USES.
Internal buffers of no less than fifteen (15) feet shall be installed between dissimilar uses and shall 
be vegetated in accordance with the plant material requirements enumerated in Article V of the 
zoning ordinance.

3.	 PDD OPEN SPACE.
Generally: PDDs shall include dedicated acreage for open space in accordance with the formula 
established in subsection a, below. Open space may include a combination of common and 
recreational (active or passive) elements as indicated in subsection b, below, so long as a minimum 
of twenty-five (25) percent of the recreational elements provided are made up of active features. 
The use of specific elements shall be at the discretion of the developer. Open space shall be provided 
in a manner that is sensitive to the design and anticipated use of the proposed development and 
should be designed to provide maximum benefit to the inhabitants of the development through 
its central location, when possible. Location of features along the exterior boundary of the PDD is 
discouraged.

a.	 Open space calculation formulas. To calculate the required open space involves the use 
of two (2) formulas; the formula for the Recreational open space and the formula for the 
Common open space. The results obtained from the two (2) formulas are then added 
together to determine the total required open space:
i.	 Recreational PDD open space: At a minimum, the amount of Recreational open space 

within a PDD shall be calculated according to the following formula:
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A 1 = D × 2.3 × 0.01
Where:
A 1 = the required upland open space area;
D = the number of dwelling units in the PDD; 
Average household density = 2.3 persons; and the
Number of acres required per person = 0.01 acres per person.

ii.	 Common PDD open space: 
A 1 = D × 2.3 × 0.01 / 2
Where:
A 1 = the required common open space area; 
D = Number of dwelling units in a PDD;
Average household density = 2.3 persons; and the
Number of acres required per person = 0.01 acres per person.

b.	 Acceptable common and recreational open space features.
i.	 Common open space uses include, but are not limited to:

A.	 Natural open water bodies and/or water bodies of at least three (3) acres in size 
capable of supporting aquatic life (generally with a depth of at least four and one- 
half (4½) feet that can serve for recreational uses.

B.	 Natural areas of undisturbed vegetation with maintenance limited to removal of 
litter, dead trees, plant material and brush.

C.	 Areas of cultural significance such as locally or nationally listed historic and 
archeological sites (including structures). A developer proposing to use lakes 
or stormwater ponds to meet the common space requirements must provide 
certification to the County Engineer that such lake or stormwater pond has been 
designated to be perpetually filled and capable of supporting aquatic life (generally 
a minimum perpetual water depth of four and one-half (4½) feet from the bottom 
storage or outlet elevation is required).

ii.	 Recreational open space uses include, but are not limited to:
A.	 Parks, play grounds, tot-lots, picnic areas, basketball courts, tennis courts, swimming 

pools and similar uses.
B.	 Greenways, greenbelts, squares and village greens.
C.	 Bicycle paths, bridle paths, footpaths and sidewalks provided such paths are 

improved with a surface suitable for the intended use.
D.	 Lands and appropriate facilities that provide access to beaches, rivers and 

waterways.
E.	 Land burdened with easements may be used provided that the easements do not 

interfere with the use of the land for open space and recreational purposes and if 
future development does occur, then alternate open space is provided.

D.	 DOCUMENTATION OF PDD OPEN SPACE.
The provision of open space shall be documented within the written narrative and shown on the 
conceptual plan. Expected narrative and conceptual plan contents to address this requirement are stated 
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below.
1.	 WRITTEN NARRATIVE CONTENTS.
The written narrative shall explain the intended use of any open space and provide detail as to 
how such spaces will be accessible, integrated to the overall development and maintained. A single 
statement indicating that open space will be provided is not acceptable.

2.	 COnCEPTUAL PLAN CONTENT.
The conceptual plan shall show all areas intended for open space with their acreage and intended 
access points. Additionally, a conceptual layout of the equipment or features that will be located in 
such areas shall be provided as either an attachment to the PDD application or on the conceptual plan.

E.	 OPEN SPACE ACCESS.
Open space shall be accessible to all inhabitants of the development. Access to such features shall be 
provided through a minimum 20-foot dedicated access points, and not via open storm drainage ditches, 
swales or easements between or across adjacent properties. Access, however, may be provided via a 
20-foot wide easement over a piped storm drainage ditches, swales, or easements, subject to Horry 
County Engineering approval. Access easements to be shared with improvements adjacent to drainage 
must be approved by the County.
F.	 OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENT FOR COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PDDS:
Commercial and industrial PDDs shall provide a minimum of five (5) percent of the total project area as 
upland (Recreational) open space.

Section 207 - Multi-Residential District Requirements.

A.	 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES.
Any request to establish a MRD Zoning District shall follow the procedures set forth in Article XIII of 
the ordinance. In presenting requests for rezoning, the applicant must indicate the desired residential 
mix, gross and net density, and proposed number of units in order for the request to be complete.
Additionally, any request incorporating the Sustainable Development Standards listed in § 205(D), 
below, must attach an addendum to the rezoning packet that clearly describes how sustainability shall 
be accomplished. Failure to provide the requested information will result in rezoning requests not being 
presented to the planning commission.
B.	 LOCATION.
A MRD district may be permitted throughout the county provided it meets the standards established 
herein.
C.	 PERMITTED USES.
The following uses shall be permitted subject to any requirement contained herein:

1.	 Single-family detached dwellings, except mobile homes;
2.	 Duplex dwellings;
3.	 Semi-detached dwellings;
4.	 Patio homes;
5.	 Quadruplex;
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6.	 Townhomes;
7.	 Multi-family dwellings;
8.	 In-Common development incorporating any of the above uses;
9.	 Golf courses, provided the areas designated for golf courses shall not be used to calculate 

densities or impervious surface ratios;
10.	Accessory uses; and
11.	Churches, synagogues, temples, and other places of worship subject to the provisions of Article 

IX.
D.	 CONDITIONAL USES
Boarding houses, provided that:

1.	 The maximum number of occupants per house shall be sixteen (16), including any live-in 
personnel who are responsible for management and operation.

2.	 The quarters to be utilized by the boarders and the occupants of the premises shall be in the 
principal residential structure. Separate structures, accessory buildings and garages are not 
permitted to be used as boarding rooms.

3.	 Maximum of two (2) boarding houses per parcel, regardless of the total number of acres.
4.	 Food service facilities shall accommodate only boarders of said establishment and their guests.

E.	 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT.
Accessory dwelling units, within an existing dwelling or in a separate structure, are permissible 
provided:

1.	 The accessory living quarters meets all setback requirements for the parcel.
2.	 The primary dwelling unit shall be owner-occupied.
3.	 The accessory living quarters shall have a bathroom and cooking facilities.
4.	 The accessory living quarters, if within the primary dwelling unit, may have a separate entrance.
5.	 The construction of the accessory living quarters, within existing structures, shall not alter the 

appearance or character of the structure. When detached from the primary dwelling unit, no less 
than twenty (20) feet or applicable zoning district setbacks shall separate it and;

6.	 Adequate off-street parking is provided per Article VII.
F.	 SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS:
Owing to their potential negative impact on the community, the board of zoning appeals may approve 
the following uses as a special exception.

1.	 OFFICES SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:
a.	 That the special exception complies with all applicable development standards.
b.	 That the special exception will be in substantial harmony with the area in which it is to be 

located.
c.	 That the special exception will not be injurious to adjoining property.
d.	 That the special exception will contribute to the economic vitality and promote the general 

welfare of the community.
e.	 That the special exception will not discourage or negate the use of surrounding property for 

use(s) permitted by right.
f.	 In granting a special exception, the board of zoning appeals may impose such reasonable and 
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additional stipulations, conditions, or safeguards as, in its judgment, will enhance the siting 
of the proposed special exception.

2.	 BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS (B&B) SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONDITIONS:
a.	 That the special exception complies with all applicable development standards.
b.	 That the special exception will be in substantial harmony with the area in which it is to be 

located.
c.	 That the special exception will not be injurious to adjoining property.
d.	 That the special exception will contribute to the economic vitality and promote the general 

welfare of the community.
e.	 That the special exception will not discourage or negate the use of surrounding property for 

uses(s) permitted by right.
f.	 In granting a special exception, the board of zoning appeals may impose such reasonable 

and additional stipulations, conditions, or safeguards as, in its judgment, will enhance the 
siting of the proposed special exception.

G.	 DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS.
The following dimensional standards shall apply to all uses in this section:

Table 1: Yard & Height Requirements 

LAND USE 

SETBACK FROM PROPERTY LINE 

MAX HEIGHT 
FRONT SIDE REAR CORNER BUILDING 

SEPARATION(IV)

Single and duplex dwellings, patio homes, 
quadruplex, townhomes and zero lot line 

developments 
25’(I)(II) 10’(I)(III) 15’(I) 15’ 20’ 40’ 

Tiny Homes NA NA NA NA NA 

Multi-family 30’(I)(II) 20’(I) 25’(I) 30’ 20’ 
Rural: 45’ 

Suburban: 65’ 
Urban: 120’ 

Boarding Houses 30’ 20’ 25’ 30’ 20’ 40’ 
Footnotes: 

I. A 5' reduction in the setback is allowed for projects meeting two (2) sustainable development criteria. 

II. A 10' reduction in the setback is allowed for projects meeting three (3) sustainable development criteria. 

III. No side yard setback is required where common walls are located. 

IV. A 10' reduction in the building separation for projects meeting two (2) sustainable development criteria. 
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MRD-P Yard & Height Requirements 

LAND USE 

SETBACK FROM PROPERTY LINE 

MAX HEIGHT
FRONT SIDE REAR CORNER

Single and duplex dwellings, patio homes, quadru-
plex, townhomes and zero lot line developments 

40’ 5' 10’ 7.5' 40’ 

Tiny Homes NA 40’ 

Multifamily NA 40’ 

Table 2: Standard Development Area Requirements (In Square Feet)*** 

MAX. 
GROSS 

DENSITY 

SINGLE 
FAMILY DUPLEX SEMI-

DETACHED 
PATIO 
HOME 

TOWN-
HOME 

MULTI- 
FAMILY 

TINY 
HOME* 

BOARDING 
HOUSE**** 

MRD-1 3 du/ac 14,250** 10,000 5,000 NA NA NA 1,200 NA 

MRD-2 6 du/ac 7,000** 9,000 4,500 6,000 1 (acres) 1.5 
(acres) 1,200 1 unit / acre 

MRD-3 
15 du/

ac
6,000** 8,000 4,000 4,000 0.75 

(acres) 1 (acres) 1,200 
1 unit / 

.75 acres 

MRD-P du/ac 
***** 7,000** 9,000 4,000 6,000 1 (acres) 1.5 

(acres) 1,200 1 unit / acre 

Footnotes: 

* Tiny home lots are not required to meet the minimum frontage requirements in the Horry County Land Development Regulations. 1.5 
parking spaces are required per home, and parking may be provided anywhere in the development, either on individual or shared lots, or a 
separate parking area. 

** Minimum lot size required for a rezoning request. 

***Areas designated for golf courses shall not be used to calculate densities or impervious surface ratios. 

**** Unit equivalent to one (1) boarding house 

***** Density will be determined by the Imagine 2040 Future Land Use Map Designation 
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Table 3: Sustainable Development Area Requirements (In Square Feet)*** 

MAX. 
GROSS 

DENSITY 

SINGLE 
FAMILY DUPLEX SEMI- 

DETACHED 
PATIO 
HOME 

TOWN-
HOME 

MULTI- 
FAMILY 

TINY 
HOME* 

MRD-1 4 du/ac 10,000 8,000 4,000 5,000 0.75 (acres) 1 (acres) 1,200 

MRD-2 8 du/ac 6,000 7,000 3,500 3,500 0.5 (acres) 0.75 (acres) 1,200 

MRD-3 20 du/ac 5,000 5,000 2,500 2,500 0.25 (acres) 0.5 (acres) 1,200 

Footnotes: 

* Tiny home lots are not required to meet the minimum frontage requirements in the Horry County Land Development Regulations. 1.5 
parking spaces are required per home, and parking may be provided anywhere in the development, either on individual or shared lots, or a 
separate parking area. 

***Areas designated for golf courses shall not be used to calculate densities or impervious surface ratios. 

H.	 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS.
a.	 RURAL DENSITY (MRD-1) DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS.
Rural density areas support three (3) or fewer units per acre. An exception to this density is 
permissible when three (3) or more sustainable development standards listed in § 205(I), 
below, are incorporated into the development. Lot or unit area requirements shall adhere to the 
standards shown in Tables 1&2, above.
b.	 SUBURBAN DENSITY (MRD-2) DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS.
Suburban density is herein defined as no greater than six (6) units per acre. An exception to this 
density is permissible when three (3) or more sustainable development standards listed in§ 
205(I), below, are utilized. Lot or unit area requirements shall adhere to the standards shown in 
Tables 1&2, above.
c.	 URBAN DENSITY (MRD-3) DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS.
Urban density is herein defined as no greater than fifteen (15) units per acre. An exception to 
this density is permissible when three (3) or more sustainable development standards listed 
in+§ 205(I), below, are utilized. Lot or unit area requirements shall adhere to the standards 
shown in Tables 1&2, above.
d.	 PRESERVATION (MRD-P) DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS.
Preservation density will be guided by the Imagine 2040 Future Land Use Map Designation. 
Preservation Developments shall incorporate three (3) sustainable development criteria. One 
of the three sustainable development criteria shall be option 4, Pocket Parks. The Incorporation 
of sustainable development criteria shall not constitute a greater density. Lot of unit area 
requirements shall adhere to the standards shown in Tables 1&2, above.

1.	 All lots along external buffers shall be limited to single story structures.
2.	 Preservation Developments shall be required to provide the landscape buffers shown in 

Table 4, below.
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Table 4: MRD – P Perimeter buffer requirements 

BUFFER TYPE & REQUIRED 
WIDTHS 

MINIMUM PERFORMANCE STANDARD PER 100 FEET 

CANOPY TREES UNDERSTORY TREES SHRUBS/ PERENNIALS/ 
ORNAMENTAL GRASSES 

External Buffer: 1, 2, 6 
Front: 200’ min. 
Side: 100’ min. 
Rear: 100’min. 

OPTION 1 
6 6 30 

OPTION 2 

A naturally forested area. Supplemental plantings shall be used to fill in existing gaps in 
the vegetation, meeting the requirements of Option 1. 

Fifty (50) percent of each planting type shall be evergreen. 

OPTION 3 (FRONT EXTERNAL BUFFER ONLY) 3, 4, 5 

An 8’ earth berm with a minimum 3:1 slope. 

Footnotes:

1. MRD-P buffer widths shall be increased by 50% if a minor development, consisting of 5 lots or more, have been created along existing 
right of ways within a 10-year period. The front buffer requirement would be implemented along the common property line associated with 
the minor development. 

2. Back of lot stormwater features shall have a maximum encroachment of twenty (20) feet into the external buffer. 

3. Berms shall be located a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the external right of way. 

4. Berms shall be stabilized with understory, shrubs, ornamental grasses, or perennials. Groundcover or lawn and turf grasses shall be used 
as supplemental stabilizations. Planting shelfs are required for any vegetation. Planting shelfs must be a minimum of four (4) feet wide. 

5. Option 3 utilized, a 50’ reduction in the front buffer shall be provided. One half (1/2) of the reduced acreage shall be provided in addition-
al pocket parks. 

6. Side & Rear buffers shall be reduced to seventy-five (75) feet for projects under 35 acres. 

I.	 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS.
A thirty (30) percent increase in the allowable gross density shall be granted when three (3) or more of 
the sustainable development standards below are implemented. Tables 1&3 lists the density and area 
requirements for requests meeting the sustainable development standards. In no instance shall meeting 
the requirements of one standard be applicable to the requirements of another. The requested density 
increase shall in no way decrease the sustainability of the proposal and the Standards listed herein. In 
order to qualify for a thirty (30) percent maximum density increase, proposed developments shall meet 
three (3) or more of the following criteria.

1.	 SITE DESIGN:
Each count as one (1) standard:

a.	 Twenty (20) percent of the gross acreage shall remain in a natural vegetated state post- 
development and owned in common. This increase is in addition to the buffer and landscape 
requirements in Article V, and any existing wetlands, marshes, swamps, lakes or ponds.
Required open space per article 4 of the land development regulations shall not count 
towards this increase;
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b.	 All residential lots shall abut active or passive recreational open space as defined by the 
open space requirements in article 4 of the land development regulations on at least one (1) 
side. A road internal to the development may separate lots from the open space. Sidewalks 
more than four and one-half (4½) feet in width shall count as recreational open space so 
long as such walkways are adjacent, or located directly across the street, to all residential 
lots. Easements for ponds, lakes and wetlands shall not count as recreational open space.

c.	 All residential lots shall be platted outside of the regulated FEMA or Supplemental flood 
zones. A fifty (50) foot undisturbed buffer shall be provided around the perimeter of all 
wetlands.

2.	 RECREATIONAL SPACE:
A one hundred (100) percent increase in the required active recreational open space as defined by 
the open space requirements, Article 4, Section 6-2 (B) of the land development regulations. Only 
fifty (50) percent of said increase shall count towards the site design requirements listed in la and 
lb. above if utilizing these standards. The one hundred (100) percent increase in active open space 
shall be contiguous and centrally located.

3.	 DESIGN WITH TREES:
Conduct a pre-development tree inventory and keep thirty (30) percent of the canopy tree 
inventory post-development. Pre-development canopies shall cover at least seventy-five (75) 
percent of the proposed rezoning. If canopy trees have not reached a mature height, the thirty (30) 
percent requirement shall be applied using the median diameter at breast height (dbh) calculation. 
The requirement shall be met when eighty (80) percent of the specimens to be kept are greater 
than the median dbh. Said trees shall be owned in common and kept in perpetuity unless doing so 
directly imposes a threat on the health, safety or general welfare of the public or personal property.

4.	 COMMUNITY GARDENING:
A one thousand (1,000) square foot plot for every twenty-five (25) units. If less than twenty-five 
(25) units are proposed, one (1) one thousand (1,000) square foot plot shall suffice. The community 
garden shall be centrally located and accessible from all proposed residential units. Community 
gardens shall adhere to the standards of the American Community Gardening Association 
publication titled "Starting a Community Garden." The publication is available at the planning 
department. Said garden/s shall be owned in common and kept in perpetuity. Maintenance shall 
be the responsibility of the common ownership. (Shall be applicable to MRD 2&3 for Multifamily & 
Townhome projects only) general welfare of the public or personal property.

5.	 POCKET PARKS:
Pocket Parks shall be provided throughout the community. A fourteen thousand, five hundred 
(14,500) square foot pocket park shall be provided as defined by Article 4, Section 6-2 (B) of the 
land development regulations in the form of active open space at a rate of one (1) space per fifty 
(50) lots/units. Pocket Parks shall be at minimum seventy (70) feet in width.

J.	 DEVELOPMENT REVIEW.
The approved sustainable development standards shall be noted or clearly drawn on all plans 
submitted for review by the planning department with the county ordinance number clearly marked. 
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Final development review approval shall not be granted until all standards have been met in accordance 
with the approved rezoning.

Section 208 - Destination Park District Requirements.

A.	 PERMITTED USES.
Unless otherwise set forth herein, occupied travel trailers, pick-up coaches, motor homes, camping 
trailers, other vehicular accommodations and tents suitable for temporary habitation and uses for travel, 
vacation, and recreation purposes shall be permitted. No permanent external appurtenances such as 
carports, cabanas, or patios may be attached to any travel trailer or other vehicular accommodation 
parked in a destination park.
B.	 ACCESSORY USES.
Management headquarters, toilets, dumping stations, showers, coin operated laundry facilities, arcades, 
golf cart rentals, associated retail uses and other uses and structures customarily incidental to operation 
of a destination park, subject to the following restrictions:

1.	 Such establishments and the parking areas primarily related to their operations shall not occupy 
more than eight (8) percent of the gross area of the park.

2.	 Such establishments shall be restricted in their use to occupants of the park.
3.	 Such establishments shall present no visible evidence from any street outside the park of their 

commercial character which could attract customers other than occupants of the park.
4.	 The structures housing such facilities shall not be located closer than one hundred (100) feet 

to any public street and shall not be directly accessible from any public street, but shall be 
accessible only from a street within the park.

C.	 CONDITIONAL USES.
Permanent vacation homes may be placed in destination parks as long as they comply with the following 
conditions:

1.	 Structures are to be placed on minimum lots of three thousand square feet
a.	 Minimum lot width: Forty (40) feet
b.	 Front yard setback: Twenty (20) feet
c.	 Side yard setback: Seven and one half (7.5) feet
d.	 Rear yard setback: Ten (10) feet
e.	 Maximum building height: Twenty-five (25) feet

2.	 The setback requirements established in this subsection, Conditional uses, shall not supersede 
the general park requirements of § 208 (D), below.

D.	 PARK PLAN.
Destination parks shall conform to the following requirements:

1.	 It shall be located so that no entrance or exit from the park shall discharge traffic into any 
residential district nor require movement of traffic from the park through a residential district. 
A destination park shall have a minimum of one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on a public 
street.

2.	 Sites: Such site shall contain a stabilized vehicular parking pad of stone, paving, or other suitable 
material. Each trailer site or space shall be at least one thousand six hundred (1,600) square feet 
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in area and at least thirty-five (35) feet wide. No part of a trailer or other unit placed on a site 
shall be closer that fifteen (15) feet of another travel trailer or other park building.

3.	 Recreation facilities: A minimum of eight (8) percent of the gross area for the destination park 
shall be set aside and developed as common use area for open or enclosed recreation facilities. 
No trailer site, buffer strip, street right-of-way, storage area, or utility site shall be utilized in 
computing recreational area requirements.

4.	 Design of access to park: Entrances and exits to destination parks shall be designed for safe 
and convenient movement of traffic into and out of the park and to minimize marginal friction 
with free movement of traffic on adjacent streets. All traffic into or out of the park shall be 
through such entrances and exits. No entrance or exit shall require a turn at an acute angle 
for vehicles moving in the direction intended, and entrances and exits are to be designed to 
facilitate easy turning and movements of vehicles with trailers attached. No impediment to 
visibility shall be created or maintained which obscures the view of an approaching driver.

5.	 Minimum setbacks for park: These requirements are for the external boundaries:
a.	 Front yard, where park abuts a public street, shall by thirty (30) feet
b.	 Side yard, where park abuts adjoining properties, shall by twenty (20) feet
c.	 Rear yard, where the rear property line of the park abuts adjoining property, shall by twenty 

(20) feet
6.	 The plat shall be drawn to scale by a registered civil engineer or land surveyor, and show exact 

dimensions of the parcels of land under consideration. The elements to be shown are as follows:
a.	 All property dimensions, lots, and street systems, proposed location of buildings and size, 

plans for screening and protection of abutting properties, means of ingress and egress, 
access and circulation arrangements, open spaces, and other support facilities.

b.	 A drainage plan with two (2) foot vertical contour intervals. The number of acres for the 
park, open space, and campsites shall be shown and each lot shall be numbered.

7.	 Streets shall be private, but shall be constructed with a stabilized travel way (stone, paving, or 
other suitable material).

Section 209 - Manufactured Home Park District Requirements.

A.	 PERMITTED USES.
Unless otherwise set forth herein, mobile home parks shall be permitted only in an officially approved 
Manufactured Home Park District for which a certificate of occupancy has been issued. Uses permitted 
in Manufactured Home Park Districts shall include mobile homes as well as other uses which may 
be required to serve exclusively, in the opinion of the Planning Commission and County Council, the 
residents, of that particular Manufactured Home Park District.	
B.	 PARK PLAN.
In order to qualify as a Manufactured Home Park District the proposed park must first meet the 
following specific requirements:

1.	 The site to be utilized for the park shall contain an area of not less than five (5) acres, and be 
located on a well-drained site, properly graded to insure rapid drainage and freedom from 
stagnant pools of water.
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2.	 The site shall have a minimum lot width measured at the building line of one hundred fifty (150) 
feet.

3.	 The manufactured home park shall not contain more than seven (7) mobile home units per net 
acre (gross area minus public dedications—streets, etc.).

4.	 Each individual manufactured home space shall provide a lot consisting of not less than fifty (50) 
feet in width and five thousand (5,000) square feet of area, and be clearly defined.

5.	 Each manufactured home park shall have a minimum area of five (5) percent of the gross site 
area reserved and designated for recreation space. The area must be suitable for recreation and 
located for convenience and safety of the residents.

6.	 Other requirements for manufactured home parks:
a.	 External Park Setbacks: All manufactured homes shall meet a setback of thirty-five (35) feet 

from any public roadway and twenty-five (25) feet from any external park boundary.
b.	 Internal Park Setbacks: All units must be separated at least twenty (20) feet from any other 

unit or roadway within the mobile home park.
c.	 Maximum building height: Thirty-five (35) feet from grade.

7.	 The area proposed shall be in one (1) ownership, or if in several ownerships, the application for 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance shall be filed jointly by all of the owners of the properties 
included in the plan.

8.	 A manufactured home park in a Manufactured Home Park District must conform to the 
Department of Health and Environmental Control requirements and the site plan must be 
reviewed by the County Health Department and other appropriate health agencies, which 
shall advise the Planning Commission of its findings in writing or by stamped approval on the 
plan itself prior to the Commission's making a recommendation on the proposal. The Planning 
Commission shall be restricted from making a favorable recommendation unless the Department 
of Health and Environmental Control determines that all local and state codes pertaining to 
health and environmental sanitation in mobile home parks have been met by the applicants.

9.	 A suitable plot plan shall be submitted by the developers for review and approval by the Planning 
Commission. Specifically, such plan shall include the following elements when applicable:
a.	 A plot plan drawn to scale by a registered engineer, registered surveyor, registered landscape 

architect or registered architect showing the exact dimensions of the parcel or parcels of 
land under consideration. The plan shall include the following elements:
i.	 all property dimensions;
ii.	 all manufactured home space dimensions;
iii.	 street systems and dimensions;
iv.	 means of ingress and egress;
v.	 off-street parking facilities;
vi.	 open spaces, including recreational areas together with dimensions;
vii.	 provisions for utilities, including water, sewer and drainage facilities approved by the 

Department of Health and Environmental Control; and,
viii.	park front, side, and rear yard setback dimensions as described in this subsection

b.	 A written report shall be submitted by the developers for review and approval by the Planning 
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Commission. The report shall give assurances that all improvements and protective devices, such 
as buffers [and] waste disposal systems (where applicable) will be properly maintained.	

C.	 POSTING OF CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY.
The developer shall submit to the Zoning Administrator an approved plan before a certificate of 
occupancy can be issued. The certificate of occupancy shall be conspicuously posted in the office on the 
premises of the park.
D.	 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES WITH REGARD TO MANUFACTURED HOME PARK 

ZONING DISTRICTS.
Any request pertaining to establishment of a manufactured home park shall be considered an 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and shall be administered and processed in accordance with the 
regulations set forth in Article III, entitled Amendments, of this ordinance. All data set forth in § 209(B) 
shall be submitted to the Planning Commission and subsequently forwarded to the County Council. All 
information pertaining to the proposal shall be adopted as an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, and 
shall become the standards of development for that particular Manufactured Home Park District.

1.	 All further development shall conform to the standards adopted for the district, regardless of 
any changes in ownership. Any proposed changes in the district shall be treated as amendments 
to the Zoning Ordinance and must be considered in accordance with procedures set forth in 
Article I of this ordinance.

2.	 Appeals based on hardship or an alleged misinterpretation of the ordinance by the zoning 
administrator shall be processed in accordance with procedures set forth in Article XI, entitled 
Zoning Board of Appeals.

E.	 CONDITIONAL USES.
Modular homes, provided that said homes are placed on individual lots, and meet the following 
conditions:

1.	 Modular homes placed on lease-lots, must meet regulations as set forth in this section.
2.	 Modular homes are subject to all current and applicable land development standards.
3.	 Modular homes must conform to all current and applicable building codes.

Section 210 - Conservation Preservation District Requirements.

A.	 PERMITTED USES
Public and private forestry management areas, wildlife management areas, passive park space, and 
conservation areas which meet the intent of the district. On-premise signage is permitted, even if no 
primary structure is located on the property.
B.	 CONDITIONAL USES
If more than 20 acres, accessory uses that are subordinate and incidental to any of the above permitted 
uses are allowed, provided a 20’ building separation is met. Such accessory uses include non-
commercial docks, non-commercial personal use buildings, picnic shelters, gazebos, parking areas and 
restrooms. A minimum 25’ exterior setback shall be maintained on the property.
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Section 300 - Authority.
Any amendment, change or supplement to the Zoning Ordinance must be submitted through the Horry 
County Planning Department to the Horry County Planning Commission for public hearing, review and 
recommendation to County Council. A recommendation for an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 
must first be made by Planning Commission prior to County Council approval.

Section 301 - Requirements for Change.

A.	 DECLARATION OF POLICY.
As a matter of policy, a zoning amendment may be acted upon favorably upon consideration of the 
following items:

1.	 Where necessary to implement the Comprehensive Plan;
2.	 When consistent with the Consolidated Plan, Capital Improvements Plan, and Official Map;
3.	 To correct an original mistake or manifest error in the zoning ordinance or map;
4.	 To recognize substantial change or changing conditions or circumstances in a particular 

locality; or
5.	 To recognize changes in technology, the style of living, or manner of doing business.

B.	 AVAILABILITY OF CERTAIN ZONING DISTRICTS FOR REZONING REQUESTS.
The following zoning districts shall no longer be available for use in the rezoning of property within 
Horry County. Property zoned as any of following districts may remain zoned as such until rezoned and 
shall be subject to the standards of the district as specified within this ordinance.

Zoning Districts Unavailable for Rezoning
Limited Forest Agriculture (LFA) Neighborhood Commercial (NC) Commercial Recreation (CR) 

Forest Agriculture (FA) Community Commercial (CC) Retailing Consumer Services (RCS)
Commercial Forest Agriculture (CFA) Office Professional Institutional (OPI) Transportation Related Services (TRS)

Resort Residential (RR) Amusement Commercial (AC) Educational Institution Office (EIO) 
Resort Commercial (RC) Limited Industrial (LI) Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

Highway Commercial (HC) Heavy Industrial (HI) General Residential (GR) 
General Residential “n” (GRn) 

Section 302 - Procedure for Amendments.
Requests to amend the Zoning Ordinance shall be processed in accordance with the requirements of 
this Article.

Article III.  Amendments
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A.	 INITIATION OF AMENDMENTS.
Amendments to the zoning ordinance may be initiated by the Planning Commission, County Council, 
the Board of Zoning Appeals, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Director, and other County Council 
appointed boards and commissions. A zoning map amendment may also be proposed by a landowner 
or agent for a person, business or organization having rights in contract to the land that is subject to the 
zoning map amendment.
B.	 APPLICATION PROCEDURE.
Applications for zoning map amendments must be signed by the applicant(s) and submitted, in proper 
form, at least thirty (30) days prior to a Planning Commission meeting in order to be heard at that 
meeting. Completed forms, together with the application fee to cover administrative costs, plus any 
additional information the applicant feels to be pertinent, will be filed with the Planning Department. 
A maximum of twenty-five (25) applications for zoning map amendments may be taken from property 
owners on a monthly basis. The same zoning map amendment, affecting the same parcel or parcels of 
property or part thereof and requesting the same change in district classification by a property owner 
or owners, cannot be submitted more than once every twelve (12) months. Application fees are not 
refundable, except in cases where a PDD rezoning is withdrawn prior to Planning Commission action. 
In such cases, all except the cost of a Standard Rezoning fee may be refunded provided the retained fees 
cover the cost incurred by the County associated with the request.
C.	 NOTICE OF DECISION.
Following final action by the County Council, the Planning Director or designee shall be responsible 
for providing the applicant with written notice of the decision within fifteen (15) days. Any changes to 
the Official Zoning Map shall occur within this timeframe. Approved text amendments shall be made 
available to the public upon request.
D.	 ZONING MAP AMENDMENT APPLICATION SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS.
An application for a map amendment shall be considered complete if it includes the following information:

1.	 Signature of current property owner(s) and/or agent;
2.	 Proposed zoning classification;
3.	 Property Identification Number of the proposed development;
4.	 Tract boundaries and total land area;
5.	 Existing and proposed land uses throughout the development;
6.	 Adjacent property owners and land uses;
7.	 Boundary survey of the property, upon request;
8.	 Restrictive covenant affidavit(s) signed by the applicant or current property owner(s) in 

compliance with state laws, if applicable;
9.	 Any rezoning request to establish a PDD, MRD, or major residential development with lots less 

than or equal to 10,000 ft 2 lots must also present a general idea of how the tract of land will be 
developed. The submission shall contain the following information:
a.	 Submission criteria for PDD, MRD, and major residential rezoning requests.
b.	 Wetlands Information. The applicant must submit one (1) of the following:
c.	 Preliminary wetlands assessment prepared by a qualified environmental consultant as 

identified by the Corps of Engineers;
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d.	 Wetlands verification letter from the Corps of Engineers; or
e.	 Certified wetlands delineation map and preliminary jurisdictional determination letter from 

the Corps of Engineers.
f.	 Project phasing plan and phase completion schedule; Conceptual Plan shall include, but not 

limited to:
g.	 Plan sheet size not to exceed 30" x 42";
h.	 Drawn to scale not smaller than 1" = 200';
i.	 Proposed Project Name;
j.	 Owner of the property and/or developer;
k.	 Adjacent property owners and land uses;
l.	 North arrow, written and graphic scales, and a location map drawn to scale and not less 

than 1" = 2000' to show the relationship between the proposed land development and 
surrounding area;

m.	 Location and types of uses;
n.	 Table summarizing project acreage, gross and net density, number of lots, and proposed 

area, yard, and height requirements;
o.	 Number of units by residential dwelling type;
p.	 Gross and net densities by phase or residential dwelling type;
q.	 Existing road rights-of-way and easements;
r.	 Adjacent driveway, roadway, and curb-cut locations;
s.	 Proposed rights-of-way and lot layout compliant with the requirements of the Land 

Development Regulations;
t.	 Internal traffic circulation for all residential and non-residential land uses;
u.	 Traffic analysis and proposed external improvements;
v.	 All planned accessory dwelling units, places of worship, golf courses, public spaces, amenity 

areas, common areas, ponds, and open space;
w.	 All required external buffers;
x.	 Location of 100 and 500-year regulatory floodplains per FEMA Flood Insurance Rate (FIRM) 

Maps;
y.	 Existing wetlands, spoilage areas, and any wetlands that will be filled;
z.	 Pedestrian Flow Plan, when sidewalks and/or paths included.
aa.	 Illustrative Plan is optional, but does not replace the need to submit a conceptual plan.
bb. North arrow, name of developer, owner, proposed development, and Parcel Identification 

Number (PIN) and adjacent PINs;
cc.  Location and types of uses;
dd. General road layout for all pods and phases;
ee.  Amenity areas and/or active and common open space areas; and
ff.   Typical lot layouts per product type and phase.	

10.	ADDITIONAL SUBMISSION CRITERIA FOR REQUEST WITHIN SCENIC AND CONSERVATION 
AREA.
Any rezoning request made within a Scenic and Conservation Area of the Comprehensive Plan's 
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Future Land Use Map shall also include:
a.	 One of the following wetland analyses for all requests over 2.5 acres:

i.	 Preliminary wetlands assessment prepared by a qualified wetlands consultant as 
identified by the Corps of Engineers;

ii.	 Wetlands verification letter from the Corps of Engineers; or
iii.	 Certified wetlands delineation map and preliminary jurisdictional determination letter 

from the Corps of Engineers.
b.	 National Wetlands Inventory Map for all requests under 2.5 acres;
c.	 Geotechnical exploration investigation report or USDA Soils Map with classifications;
d.	 Map of the Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 8 watershed and identification of existing ditches, 

ponds/lakes, or other waterbodies on the property; and
e.	 Topographic survey or LiDAR derived contours overlaid on conceptual plan for all requests 

over 2.5 acres. Provide survey or LiDAR year on conceptual plan.	
11.	ADDITIONAL SUBMISSION CRITERIA FOR PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PDD).

All PDD requests shall also meet additional requirements as defined in §206 of this ordinance, 
including, but not limited to:
a.	 Written narrative;
b.	 Internal buffers between dissimilar uses in accordance with §206 C 3 of this ordinance; and
c.	 Provision for recycling facility location and documentation for proposed collection of 

recyclables.
d.	 A Conceptual Plan with bubble diagrams depicting uses, densities, internal roadways 

(interconnectivity to be established), and open space may be submitted for projects greater 
than 100 acres.

12.	ADDITIONAL SUBMISSION CRITERIA FOR MULTI-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (MRD) WITH 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS.
All MRD requests that include Sustainable Development Standards shall also include:
a.	 All sustainable development options being utilized.
b.	 Supporting documentation to convey how the sustainable development standards will 

be met, such as a pedestrian flow plan, open space plan, tree survey, or other supporting 
documentation.

c.	 Expected sustainable development incentives, including any density increases over the 
standard MRD development standards, setbacks, and dimensions.

13.	SUBMISSION CRITERIA FOR THE MARINE INDUSTRIAL (MI) DISTRICT.
Any request to establish a Marine Industrial district (MI) shall meet the following criteria:

a.	 Minimum size to rezone to MI district is one hundred (100) acres. This can be a group of 
existing contiguous parcels.

b.	 Conceptual plan showing major roadways and potential traffic impacts and improvements 
shall be submitted with the request.

14.	Any other information that the Planning Commission determines is reasonably necessary to make an 
informed decision as to whether the application complies with the Standards of this Article.	
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E.	 PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE.
Notice of the time and place of the Planning Commission public hearing shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the County in advance of the scheduled Planning Commission 
meeting date in which the proposed amendment shall be heard.

1.	 ZONING AMENDMENT.
Newspaper notice of a public hearing shall be made at least fifteen (15) days in advance of the 
scheduled public hearing date.

2.	 ZONING MAP AMENDMENT.
a.	 Property Posting. When a proposed amendment affects the district classification of a 

property, conspicuous notice shall be posted on or adjacent to the property affected with 
at least one (1) such notice being visible from each public thoroughfare that abuts the 
property.

b.	 Notification of Surrounding Property Owners. Property owners within 500 feet of the 
property proposed for the zoning map amendment shall be notified by mail at least fifteen 
(15) days prior to the Planning Commission public hearing.

3.	 REGISTRATION TO RECEIVE PUBLIC NOTICE.
Any organization or individual may register with the Planning Department to receive public notice 
by electronic mail at least fifteen (15) days prior to the Planning Commission public hearing.

4.	 PUBLIC COMMENT.
The Planning Commission may receive public input by written comments being submitted to the 
Planning Department. Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on all zoning text and 
map amendments. If an applicant or land owner is allowed to provide oral or written comments, 
the commission must give other interested members of the public at least 10 days' notice and an 
opportunity to comment in the same manner.

F.	 PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION.
The Planning Commission shall have thirty (30) calendar days to review the proposed amendment 
and take action, recommending that County Council approve or deny the proposed amendment. The 
Planning Commission shall state its findings and its evaluation of the request in a report to County 
Council. If the Planning Commission fails to submit a recommendation within a thirty (30) day period, it 
shall be deemed to have recommended approval of the proposed amendment.
G.	 COUNTY COUNCIL HEARING AND DECISION.
Before enacting an amendment, the County Council shall hold a public hearing. In any request for 
change, County Council shall consider the recommendation of the Planning Commission on each 
proposed amendment; however, County Council is not bound by the recommendation in making a final 
decision. All amendments shall be adopted by ordinance.
H.	 DEFERRAL AND WITHDRAWAL REQUESTS.
An applicant may request their application be deferred or withdrawn by submitting a written request 
to the Planning Department. If the public cannot be notified of the deferral or withdraw within a 
reasonable time period prior to the Planning Commission public hearing at which the application is 



Article iii
amendments

79

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

to be heard, the request for deferral shall be considered and acted upon during the public hearing 
as scheduled. A maximum of two (2) applicant-initiated deferrals shall be allowed prior to Planning 
Commission recommendation. Once Planning Commission has made its recommendation to County 
Council, all requests for deferral or withdraw shall be submitted by the applicant to the Clerk of Council 
for Council's consideration.

Section 303 - Changes in the Zoning Map.
Following final action by the County Council any necessary changes shall be made on the official 
Zoning Map. A written record of the type and date of such changes shall be maintained by the Planning 
Commission. Until such change is made, no action by the County Council on amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance shall be considered official unless the Planning Commission fails to make the change 
within fifteen (15) days after formal action by the County Council. In the latter event, action by the 
County Council shall be considered official fifteen (15) days after the date of the action if the Planning 
Commission fails to make the appropriate changes.

Section 304 - Modifications Within PUD, PDD, and MRD Developments.
Land development of all PUD, PDD and MRD developments shall conform to the County Council 
approved conceptual plan and written narrative. All developments shall also be reviewed utilizing 
the procedures established in the Horry County Land Development Regulations. Minor changes in 
conceptual or master phasing plans for PUD, PDD and MRD developments may be approved by the 
Zoning Administrator or designee, provided that a request is submitted in writing through a Minor 
Amendment Application by the owner or agent and that the changes:

1.	 Do not increase density or intensity;
2.	 Do not change the outside (exterior) boundaries;
3.	 Do not change any uses, including mixture of uses and residential housing types, that would 

significantly alter the character of the development;
4.	 Do not significantly change the external appearance from those shown on any plans which may 

be submitted or presented by the developers;
5.	 Minor changes may include, but are not limited to: minor shifting of the location of buildings, 

parking, shifting of entrances and internal roadways to resolve regulatory permitting issues, 
utility easements, parks, amenities, or other public open spaces, or other features of the plan.

Changes which materially affect the plan's basic concept or the designated general use of parcels of 
land within the development should be considered major changes. All other changes or modifications 
not enumerated above shall also constitute a major change and will require a full rezoning action, as 
outlined in §302.
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Section 400 - Nonconforming Buildings or Uses.
Nonconforming buildings or land uses are declared by this ordinance to be incompatible with permitted 
uses in the districts involved. However, to avoid undue hardship, the lawful use of any buildings or land 
uses at the time of enactment or amendments of this ordinance may be continued even though such use 
does not conform with the provisions of the ordinance, except as follows:
A.	 NONCONFORMING BUILDING OR USES
The nonconforming building or land use shall not be changed to another nonconforming use.
B.	 ENLARGEMENTS AND ALTERATIONS.

1.	 The nonconforming building, if it houses an allowed land use, may be enlarged or altered to any 
degree provided that the enlargement or alteration meets all setbacks and other requirements 
of the district.

2.	 Any building or structure, conforming or nonconforming which houses a nonconforming land 
use shall not be enlarged or altered in excess of twenty (20) percent of existing floor area. The 
twenty (20) percent expansion can only occur if all applicable district requirements (setbacks, 
height restriction, etc.) are met. If not, the twenty (20) percent expansion shall be prohibited.

3.	 Structures may be elevated for flood protection as long as the structure is not enlarged or 
altered in a manner that causes further encroachment into the required setback. Any building 
or structure, conforming or non-conforming may be raised up to three feet above base flood 
elevation in special flood hazard areas without having to come into compliance with required 
setback or height restrictions; no structure may exceed the maximum allowable height as 
allowed by the Airport Environ Overlay.

C.	 RESTORING SAFE CONDITION
Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe condition any 
building or part thereof declared to be unsafe by an official charged with protecting the public safety, 
upon order of such official.
D.	 REPLACEMENT OF STRUCTURES.
The intent of this section is to allow existing nonconforming buildings to be replaced or rebuilt if the 
following conditions are met:

1.	 A nonconforming structure must obtain a building permit within twelve (12) months of being 
removed or destroyed.

2.	 In zoning districts where manufactured homes are a permitted use, a nonconforming 
manufactured home shall have thirty-six (36) months to obtain a building permit after being 
removed or destroyed. 

(Ord. No. 62-2023, § 4, 8-15-2023)
3.	 Reconstruction (including replacement) of existing buildings and swimming pools shall be 

article iv.  general provisions
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allowed as long as the structures are not enlarged or expanded to the extent that the structure 
or structures exceed the gross square footage which existed on the lot before enactment of this 
ordinance. (The gross square footage of previously existing structures, in this case, does not 
include previously existing structurally enclosed parking spaces. In addition, new structurally 
enclosed parking which is developed to meet the parking requirements of the new principal use 
structure does not count against the gross square footage permitted in this replacement.)

4.	 No reconstruction of a nonconforming building may be seaward of the existing building line (for 
oceanfront properties) nor shall it in any manner encroach farther into required setback areas 
than the existing nonconforming structure that it is replacing. In addition, no reconstruction of 
a nonconforming building may encroach more than fifty (50) percent into required side yards, 
rear yards or front yards (with the exception of oceanfront).

5.	 Such reconstruction is exempt from maximum building coverage and maximum height 
restrictions of the zone. The reconstruction or replacement of structures is allowed only if such 
new structures conform to all other development control and/or drainage regulations applicable 
at the time of reconstruction, redevelopment or replacement.

6.	 When structures which are to be replaced contain nonconforming uses, the nonconforming uses 
are not permitted to be continued when the new structure is built.

7.	 Single-wide manufactured homes may be replaced with double-wide units in any zoning district, 
provided all applicable district regulations can be met.

8.	 Reconstruction seaward of the South Carolina Coastal Council (SCCC) 40-year setback line 
complies with SCCC requirements and has been approved, in advance, by the SCCC. In the event 
that conflicts exist between the requirements of this section and sections § 400.D.1 through 7, 
the more restrictive requirements shall apply.

E.	 EXISTING TOW YARDS.
Locations that were operating and had a business license as of May 2013 may be permitted to continue 
to operate as "legal nonconformities" subject to the following limitations:

1.	 They must come into compliance with the signage requirements of § 906 A 3, of this ordinance, 
by December 31, 2014.

2.	 They must come into compliance with the fencing and screening requirements of §411 & §906, 
of this ordinance, by December 31, 2017.

F.	 EXISTING ASPHALT AND/OR CONCRETE BATCH/BULK PLANTS.
Locations that were legally operating in Limited Industrial (LI) or Heavy Industrial (HI) zoning 
districts before enactment of these provisions may be permitted to continue to operate as "legal non- 
conformities" subject to the following limitations:

1.	 Expansion of the existing facility may occur up to the setbacks of the zoning district in which the 
facility is located provided all applicable county building permits are obtained.

2.	 Hours of operation for the facility shall be in accordance with those specified in the Horry 
County Code of Ordinances (Noise Control).

G.	 EXISTING HELIPORTS AND HELIPADS.
Locations that were legally operating before the enactment of § 916 in a place other than at a public use 
airport shall discontinue, or be located in conformity with this ordinance, not later than January 1, 2024.
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H.	 EXISTING COMMERCIAL POULTRY HOUSE OR SWINE FACILITY.
If a commercial poultry house or swine facility is damaged greater than fifty (50) percent or destroyed 
due to an act of nature (i.e. fire, flood, hurricane, tornado) or a catastrophic event and a building permit 
is obtained within twelve (12) months and construction is completed within twenty-four (24) months 
of such damage or destruction, the above standards shall not apply. This exemption; however, shall not 
relieve the property owner of having to meet all applicable building, zoning, or DHEC regulations in 
place at the time of reconstruction.
I.	 EXISTING BARS.
Any building or structure which houses a bar shall not be enlarged or altered in excess of twenty (20) 
percent of existing floor area, unless all applicable district requirements (setbacks, height restriction, 
etc.) are met and the addition receives a special exception.
J.	 FENCES OR WALLS.
A legal nonconforming front yard privacy fence or wall that is destroyed more than fifty (50) percent, 
not maintained, or removed, may not be replaced or "mirrored" to another non-conforming front yard 
fence. Replacement of front yard fences or walls must meet current regulations.
K.	 AIRPORT ENVIRONS OVERLAY.
Pre-existing, legal nonconforming structures, natural vegetation, or uses replaced, replanted, rebuilt or 
altered within the Airport Environs Overlay shall not be permitted to grow higher, so as to constitute an 
increase of the degree of nonconformity of § 823.
L.	 EXISTING RE3 ZONING DISTRICTS.
Parcels that were zoned Convenience & Auto-related Services (RE3) District prior to August 1st, 
2023 shall still be permitted to establish a multi-family, townhouse, and/or quadruplex development 
provided it meets all applicable standards and the following requirements:	

1.	 TOWNHOUSE DIMENSIONAL & DENSITY STANDARDS
Minimum Lot Size – 0.75 Acre
Front Yard Setback – Twenty-five (25) Feet 
Side Yard Setback – Ten (10) Feet
Rear Yard Setback – Fifteen (15) Feet 
Corner Yard Side Setback – Fifteen (15) Feet 
Maximum Building Height – Forty (40) Feet 
Maximum Density – Fifteen (15) du/ac
Minimum Building Separation – Twenty (20) Feet

2.	 MULTI-FAMILY AND QUADRUPLEX DIMENSIONAL & DENSITY STANDARDS
Minimum Lot Size – One (1) Acre 
Front Yard Setback – Thirty (30) Feet 
Side Yard Setback – Twenty (20) Feet
Rear Yard Setback – Twenty-five (25) Feet 
Corner Yard Side Setback – Thirty (30) Feet
Maximum Building Height – One Hundred Twenty (120) Feet 
Maximum Density – Fifteen (15) du/ac
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Minimum Building Separation – Twenty (20) Feet 
(Ord. No. 96-2023, § 4, 9-19-2023)

Section 401 - Nonconforming Building or Use Discontinuance.
Notwithstanding other provisions of this ordinance, certain nonconforming buildings or land uses, after 
this ordinance is enacted into law, shall be discontinued and/or shall be torn down, altered or otherwise 
made to conform with this ordinance within the periods of time set forth below. Upon application to 
the board of appeals, the board, either according to general rule or upon findings in the specific case, 
may permit not more than one (1) extension as indicated below. Notice shall be sent by the zoning 
administrator to all nonconforming uses stating wherein they do not conform to said ordinance and 
stating the date by which they must either comply or cease to exist. The date that a nonconforming use 
must either comply or cease to exist shall be measured from the date of enactment, or amendment, of 
this ordinance and shall be observed regardless of whether notice of nonconformity is sent by the zoning 
administrator or received by the affected owner.

Nonconformities To be Discontinued 
Within

Extension 
Permitted 

Fences, hedges, signs and appurtenances impeding 
vision at intersections 

30 days 30 days 

Dumpsters 24 months 6 months 
Body piercing 6 months None 

Section 402 - Accessory Buildings, Structures, and Uses.
Except as otherwise provided, no accessory building, structure, or any use in any zoning district shall 
be established, erected, or maintained without a principal use. Such buildings, structures and uses must 
meet setbacks for the district. Accessory uses shall not be located forward of the principal structure.
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A.	 THE FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS ARE ALLOWED TO THE ABOVE.
1.	 One (1) accessory structure at a single-family residence, two hundred (200) square feet or less 

in size, may be located no closer than five (5) feet from an adjacent side and/or rear property 
line and further provided that no accessory structure may be located within any easement. Any 
additional accessory structures must meet setback requirements.

2.	 Garages, carports and gazebos may be located in any yard provided all setback requirements 
are met.

3.	 ATM kiosks at existing commercial locations are allowed in any yard provided all setback 
requirements are met.

B.	 HELIPADS.
Helipads shall be considered accessory uses incidental and subordinate to hospitals, law enforcement, 
and firefighting.
C.	 OUTDOOR DRY RACK.
Outdoor dry rack storage accessory to a Marina must have exterior siding on any side exposed to a 
residential use or residential zoning district.
D.	 SWIMMING POOL EXCEPTIONS TO THE ABOVE.

1.	 Above-ground swimming pools 33 inches in depth or less and without a pool enclosure or deck 
are exempt from these standards.

2.	 Above-ground swimming pools greater than 33 inches in depth that do not have a pool 
enclosure or deck are exempt from setback requirements provided that: there is a principal 
use or structure on the land; the pool is not located forward of the principal structure or on a 
street/corner side; and, the pool is located within and screened by a six (6) foot high opaque 
privacy fence.

3.	 Above-ground and in-ground swimming pools may meet a six (6) feet minimum setback 
requirement in any zoning district; provided that there is a principal use or structure on 
the land, and that the pool is not located forward of the principal structure or on a street/
corner side. Pool enclosures and decks over twelve (12) inches in height must meet setback 
requirements of the zoning district.
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Section 403 - Vision Clearance and Outdoor Product Display.
In all districts, businesses/person(s) displaying product for sale that directs the attention of persons to 
such product and is located within the view of the general public, from a public road right-of-way must 
comply with the following conditions:

1.	 Place no structures, vehicles or stock so as to obstruct the vision of vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic using any street, driveway or walkway; and

2.	 Keep all stock displayed out of the highway right-of-way; and
3.	 Stock, product or structures that are displayed that are greater than six (6) feet in height shall be 

no closer than ten (10) feet from the property line abutting any street or driveway. Items under 
six (6) feet in height shall be no closer than seven (7) feet from the property line abutting any 
street or driveway.

4.	 Displaying of motorized vehicles/auto's, boats, jet skis, motorcycles, etc., not housed under any 
permitted structure, are exempt from setbacks provided vision clearance is maintained. All 
display must remain outside of and behind required landscape buffers.

5.	 Stock or product may be displayed provided:
a.	 The product or stock is not displayed in a manner that it could be considered on-site signage.
b.	 The stock or product may not be attached to or suspended to structures, trees, utility poles, 

fences, existing signage.
c.	 The stock or product may not be placed in or outside of the required perimeter landscape 

buffer, or displace any required parking.
d.	 Any stock or product that is considered overstock or outdoor storage must be stored in an 

area not in the view of the general public and screened in accordance with § 411.
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Section 404 - Street Frontage.
Except as herein provided, no lot shall be created which does not have at least fifty (50) feet of frontage 
on a street, except:

1.	 That lots fronting on a cul-de-sac may have a minimum road frontage of twenty-five (25) feet if 
lot is at least fifty (50) feet in width at the building setback line.

2.	 That townhouses on individual lots may be excluded from the provision.
3.	 That semi-detached structures on individual lots may be excluded from the provision.
4.	 Where a lot without any frontage exists prior to the adoption of the Zoning Ordinance, the 

planning commission may determine whether private access is adequate for the development of 
the lot.

5.	 When such lots are located on streets within a Planned Unit Developments (PUD), Planned 
Development District (PDD) or Multi-Residential District (MRD). Lots shall have no less than 
forty (40) feet of street frontage except when such lot is located on a cul-de-sac. The lot frontage 
may be reduced to twenty-five (25) feet when located on a cul de sac provided a minimum lot 
width of forty (40) feet is obtained at the building setback line.

6.	 Tiny home lots may be excluded from the provision.
7.	 A Destination Park shall have a minimum of one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on a public 

street.

Section 405 - One Principal Building on a Single Family Lot.
Only one (1) principal building and its customary accessory buildings may hereafter be erected on any 
single-family residential lot unless otherwise specified in § 918. The connection of two (2) buildings by 
means of an open porch, breezeway, carport, or other such open structure, with or without a roof, shall 
not make them one (1) building.

Section 406 - Multiple Commercial Businesses on a Single Parcel.
Any district which allows a commercial business, is permitted to have multiple commercial businesses 
on the same parcel of land.

Section 407 - Multiple Commercial Buildings on a Single Parcel.
Any district which allows a commercial building, is permitted to have multiple commercial buildings on 
the same parcel of land.

Section 408 - Dumpsters, Roll-Offs, and Compactors.
Property owners shall maintain screening, access, and safety for garbage and recycling dumpsters.
A.	 SCREENING.

1.	 Dumpsters shall be screened on three (3) sides to a height of at least one (1) foot above the 
top of the dumpster. Screen material may be either an architectural wall or a privacy fence that 
forms an opaque enclosure.

2.	 Dumpsters cluster. Individual screening will not be required when several dumpsters are 
clustered at one location. Instead, the entire site will be enclosed to prevent dispersal of loose 
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trash.
3.	 All dumpsters shall be stored on the property behind the front building line of the principle 

structure. Dumpsters must be fully contained within a gated enclosure if visible from a public 
right-of-way.

B.	 ACCESS AND SAFETY.
1.	 Dumpsters shall not impede the lawful passage of vehicular or pedestrian traffic on public 

rights-of-way not impede authorized public or private parking or other lawful uses on those 
public rights-of-way adjacent to the site on which the dumpster is located.

2.	 No dumpster shall be placed so as to impede or prevent access to any public easement, or public 
utility installation.

3.	 No public street or highway shall be used except on an emergency or temporary basis for 
maneuvering of vehicles accessing or servicing dumpsters.

4.	 Dumpsters shall be placed on a concrete pad with bollards or similar device to protect enclosure 
and enclosure must be appropriately sized to accommodate storage of all dumpsters.

C.	 REFUSE AND GARBAGE.
1.	 All owners or occupants must have a sufficient capacity of dumpsters to hold all solid waste 

accumulated between scheduled collections and shall not allow solid waste to be stored or to 
accumulate on their property in a manner deemed to be a public nuisance.

2.	 Commercial developments that meet or exceed the total square footage or unit count shown in 
the table must provide an enclosure of the minimum dimensions as specified below:

Minimum Enclosure Size By Commercial Use

SMALL (12’ X 8’) LARGE (30’ X 12’) 

Office/Professional 10,000 sqft 25,000 sqft 

Trade Contractor 5,000 sqft 15,000 sqft 

Retail 5,000 sqft 15,000 sqft 

Restaurant/food service 1,000 sqft 5,000 sqft 

Multi-Family Residential 10 dwelling units 30 dwelling units 

D.	 RECYCLING.
1.	 Multifamily Recycling. Multifamily projects and developments under common ownership 

proposing 25 or more units must include an enclosure to accommodate an 8 yard recycling 
dumpster or roll-off, in addition to any dumpster(s) for garbage. Minimum dimensions of 
enclosure shall be 22’ x 8’ as a single or multiple stall design.

2.	 Enclosure or dumpster used for recycling shall be placarded with a list of the acceptable 
recyclable materials as determined by Horry County Solid Waste Authority.

3.	 It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit any material other than acceptable recyclable 
material in a dumpster which is designated for recycling.

4.	 In order to facilitate the establishment of recycling programs, and encourage full participation on 
the part of established businesses, it may be necessary to waive some requirements of this Code 
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of Ordinances relating to siting and screening of dumpsters. If there is insufficient area on the 
property to site the recycling dumpster(s) in full compliance with all of the provisions of this 
code, the Zoning Administrator shall be authorized to the minimum extent required, to waive 
the provisions in the following particulars:
a.	 Screening requirements may be waived or modified as necessary; provided that the 

dumpsters will not be visible from any public right-of-way.
b.	 Required parking spaces may be reduced by up to two spaces to allow for the placement 

and access to recycling dumpsters.
E.	 EXEMPTIONS AND EXCEPTIONS.

1.	 Collection Service. Dumpsters may be placed outside of the enclosure as required for service.
2.	 Internal Storage. Projects proposing to design space within a building for the storage of all solid 

waste materials are exempt from the screening requirements.
3.	 Temporary Construction. Dumpsters for the collection of construction materials at a permitted 

building site are exempt from these provisions.
4.	 Existing Non-Conforming. All dumpsters must meet the requirements for screening, access, and 

safety within 24 months except for any dumpster that is granted an extension or variance by 
the Horry County Zoning Board of Appeals. Existing commercial uses may continue to operate 
without an enclosure unless a dumpster is necessary to comply with D. 1 of this provision.

Section 409 - Public Utilities.
Utility installations will be allowed in all zoning districts provided the review as required by section 
6-29-540 of South Carolina State Law is complete and the requirements stated herein are met.

When a conflict exists between any standards herein and those of any other county ordinance the more 
restrictive standards shall apply.
A.	 INTENT:
This section provides standards relative to the construction and location of utility installations 
necessary to support the needs of the citizens and all applicable utility providers within Horry County.

This section is further established to:
1.	 Provide for the appropriate screening and security of utility infrastructure to preserve the 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Horry County; and
2.	 Provide for the appropriate screening and security of utility infrastructure to preserve property 

values in Horry County; and
3.	 To preserve view planes throughout the county, thereby stabilizing and enhancing the aesthetic 

and economic vitality and values within which such views are preserved.
B.	 APPLICABILITY:
The standards established herein shall apply to all freestanding utility installations and associated 
equipment not excluded from § 409.D.
C.	 REQUIREMENTS:

1.	 All utilities not excluded in § 409.D shall be required to secure the equipment compound with a 
fence as defined herein.
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2.	 Utility installations are subject to the landscaping requirements of Overlay Zones if located 
therein.

3.	 Equipment compounds shall be landscaped and maintained with a buffer of plant materials. 
Existing mature vegetation and natural landforms on the site shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent possible, or replaced to present a natural, undisturbed appearance in keeping with the 
intent of this section. The buffer shall consist of a single row of evergreens no less than twenty-
four (24) inches in height at the time of planting and spaced a maximum six (6) feet on center 
along the outside perimeter of a fenced enclosure. Such plants shall be capable of reaching a 
height of no less than five (5) feet within two (2) years of planting, reaching a height at maturity 
no less than eight (8) feet.

4.	 In instances where these landscape and buffer requirements cannot be met, a site specific 
screening plan for each utility installation shall be submitted for review by the Zoning 
Administrator. A utility may establish different landscaping and buffer areas than those 
established herein if an agreement is reached for such with the applicable development, 
neighborhood, adjacent property owners or jurisdiction. Upon plan submittal, the Zoning 
Administrator or designee shall have up to fifteen (15) days to review and provide any 
comments.

5.	 Dying, diseased, or dead vegetation shall be removed by the property owner from a buffer 
provided minimal disturbance occurs to healthy plant materials earmarked to be retained. 
Vegetation thus removed shall be replaced where necessary to meet the screening requirements 
contained herein.

6.	 In locations where the visual impact of equipment compounds would be minimal, or where 
the requirements of this section are otherwise impracticable, the landscaping and screening 
requirements of this section may be reduced or waived by the Zoning Administrator. Examples of 
instances whereby the Zoning Administrator could waive the landscaping requirements are:
a.	 If the facility is in a wooded area. The applicant may choose to retain a natural vegetated 

buffer strip of undisturbed trees that is at least five (5) feet in depth, and at least six (6) 
feet in height, around the perimeter of the facility. The area shall remain undisturbed in 
appearance, except where minimally necessary to allow for an access drive.

b.	 If the facility is located in an area that is under cultivation during the growing season, the 
planting of additional screening vegetation is not required. The intent of this subsection is 
to allow for the maximum use of productive farmland. In this instance it will be suitable to 
screen the fenced enclosure with a coated fence or fabric wrap.

D.	 EXCLUSIONS:
1.	 Overhead transmission/distribution lines and underground utilities of any type and/or use shall 

be exempt from the standards set forth herein.
2.	 The landscaping requirements in § 409 C are only applicable to utility installations purchased 

after the effective date of this ordinance.
3.	 Utility installations occupying less than seven hundred fifty (750) square feet in area shall be 

exempt from the standards set forth herein.
4.	 Telecommunication towers covered under § 942 of the Horry County Zoning Ordinance.
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5.	 Towers that are not telecommunication towers are exempt as long as it is for public utility use 
only.

E.	 PROHIBITED:
1.	 No land shall be used or occupied and no structure shall be designed, erected, altered, used 

or occupied except in conformity with all regulations established in this ordinance and upon 
performance of all conditions herein set forth.

2.	 New wastewater and sewer treatment facilities are prohibited from locating within one 
thousand (1,000) feet of a residential subdivision as defined herein. Existing wastewater and 
sewer treatment facilities shall be exempt from the standards set forth herein.

F.	 REVIEW PROCEDURES:
The supplemental information listed below shall be submitted for a utility installation to the Horry 
County Planning and Zoning Department.

1.	 Utility owner(s). Identification of the owner(s) of all infrastructure to be located on the site;
2.	 Copy of all pertinent permits, if secured, required by federal or state authorities to operate said 

utility installations.
3.	 Location map (to scale). A current County map showing the location of the facility and any 

existing residential subdivisions as defined herein within one (1) mile of the proposed location 
(measured from the parcel boundary);

4.	 A site plan, at a scale no less than 1" = 100', that illustrates the following:
a.	 A boundary survey of the proposed utility location site.
b.	 A description of the principal structure and all associated equipment to support the 

operation of a utility;
c.	 The location, height/depth of transmission lines and/or underground equipment to a 

distance of twenty-five (25) feet from the equipment compound fencing;
d.	 Screening and landscaping.

Section 410 - Light and Glare.
Exterior lighting shall meet functional and security needs in a way that does not adversely affect the 
adjacent properties or street right-of-way. Lighting shall be oriented and shielded to provide onsite 
illumination that minimally impacts the surrounding environment.

1.	 Definition: Footcandle: The illumination at all points one (1) foot distant from a uniform point 
source of one (1) candle power.

2.	 In all districts, any operation or activity which produces light or glare, except for cars, trucks, 
and other vehicles traveling on highways, streets, or railways, shall not cause illumination in 
excess of one (1) footcandle across any residential lot line in any residential district.

3.	 Public streetlights, temporary lighting, seasonal decorations, and decorative lighting are exempt 
from this requirement.

4.	 Lighting of predominately horizontal surfaces. Light fixtures shall be full-cutoff that meet 
Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) criteria, and shall be aimed straight 
down.

5.	 Lighting of predominately non-horizontal surfaces. Light fixtures in excess of one hundred 
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(100) watts or two hundred (200) lumens shall be full-cutoff or directionally shielded and shall 
be aimed and controlled so that light is confined, as much as possible, to the objects that are 
intended to be lit and does not project into the windows of neighboring residences, adjacent 
uses, past the object being illuminated, skyward, or onto a public roadway.

6.	 Excessive illumination. Lighting within any lot that unnecessarily illuminates and substantially 
interferes with the use or enjoyment of any other property is prohibited. Blinking or flashing 
lights shall be prohibited unless the lights are required as a safety feature or as permitted as part 
of a sign in accordance with Article VI Sign Regulations.

Section 411 - Storage Yard Screening.
To prevent unsightly views from adjacent roadways and land uses, all outdoor storage, junk, salvage, 
dump yards and high bulk merchandise storage yard areas in commercially zoned districts (unless 
otherwise defined or directed) shall be screened by a completely opaque fence, or wall not less than six 
(6) feet in height and shall not be stacked higher than the maximum height allowed for a fence or wall in 
such commercially zoned district.

Completely opaque screening of all outdoor storage, junk, salvage, dump yards, stock yards and high 
bulk merchandise areas in industrial and manufacturing districts shall be required if abutting a public 
roadway (unless otherwise defined) and/or unlike zoning districts. Businesses that are adjacent to like 
industrial and/or manufacturing are exempt from the screening requirement along the shared property 
boundaries. Stacking shall also be limited to the maximum allowed fence height. See § 412 [of this 
Zoning Ordinance]. Items such as recreation vehicles which are not stacked only need be screened to a 
height of six (6) feet. Junk Cars and salvage yards are required to be screened to a height of eight (8) feet. 
See section 10-35 of the general code.

Industrial and manufacturing businesses within an industrial park shall be exempt from opaque 
screening and stacking of stored product.

Section 412 - Fences and Walls.

A.	 HEIGHT
The maximum height for fences or walls in the AC, HC, LI, AM2, RE4, MA1, MA2, MA3, MI and HI Districts 
shall be twelve (12) feet. In all other zoning districts, fences or walls shall not exceed eight (8) feet in 
height. No fence or wall shall be designed in a manner that obstructs the vision of vehicular traffic at 
street and/or driveway intersections.
B.	 REQUIREMENTS

1.	 Apply for a building permit when fence is greater than seven (7) feet.
2.	 Provide a scaled site plan indicating setbacks, locations and elevations for fences that are 

required to obtain building permits.
3.	 Any use requiring privacy fence or wall must locate the fence or wall internal to any required 

landscape buffers.
4.	 Privacy fences or walls installed in front and/or corner side yards are required to:

a.	 Meet ten-foot setbacks from front and corner side property lines that abut the road right-of- 
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way or shared private drive.
b.	 Where legal nonconforming privacy fences that are properly maintained exist along 

adjacent front and/or corner side yards property lines, a "like type" fence may be installed 
provided it is no higher or extending no further towards the roadway than the existing 
fence, and the existing fence is not designed or located in a manner that obstructs the vision 
of vehicular traffic at a street and/or driveway intersection.

c.	 Non-privacy type fences such as split rail, uncluttered chain link and picket fences with less 
than fifty (50) percent opacity placed in front and/or corner side yards are exempt from 
setback requirements.

5.	 Emergency access: All fences or walls shall be designed to permit emergency access to the 
enclosed area, whether by use of gate or a breakaway section.

Section 413 - Public Uses.
Publicly owned buildings, facilities, or lands, excluding firearm training and sports facilities are allowed 
in all districts provided the review as required by Section 6-29-540 of South Carolina State Law is 
complete. Firearm training and sports facilities shall be reviewed under § 912 of the Horry County 
Zoning Ordinance.

Section 414 - Developments of Regional Significance.

A.	 DESIGN GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS.
1.	 INTENT:
The intent of the Design Guidelines and Standards for Developments of Regional Significance is to 
minimize the environmental, aesthetic and transportation impacts caused by the bulk, scale and 
size of such establishments.

2.	 APPLICABILITY:
The Design Guidelines and Standards are applicable to all new Developments of Regional 
Significance which are permitted after the adoption of this ordinance. These standards also apply to 
any site where an existing Development of Regional Significance is demolished and replaced even if 
partially where the total square footage of structures to be replaced exceed 100,000 square feet.

3.	 MODIFICATIONS TO STANDARDS:
The Planning and Zoning Department is empowered to grant variances to the standards, when 
alternative site planning and building design approach meets the design guidelines.

B.	 FACADES AND EXTERIOR WALLS.
1.	 GUIDELINE:
Facades should be articulated to reduce the massive scale and the uniform, impersonal appearance 
of large buildings and provide visual interest that will be consistent with the community's identity, 
character and scale.

2.	 STANDARD:
a.	 No portion of a building shall be treated with smooth-faced concrete block, tilt-up concrete 
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panels or prefabricated steel panels, unless the visible finish is comprised of a suitable finish 
material.

b.	 Predominant exterior building materials shall be high quality materials, including but not 
limited to: Brick, stucco, Glass, Synthetic clapboard siding (cementitious, vinyl, metal or 
wood),Split face or colored decorative block, Wood, Sandstone, stone, other native stone or 
cementitious siding, Tinted, textured, concrete masonry units, Brushed, stamped or polished 
aluminum panels.

c.	 Colors. Facade colors shall be subtle, neutral or earth tone colors. Building trim and accent 
areas may feature brighter colors, including primary colors.

d.	 Building facades must include a repeating pattern with no less than three (3) of the elements 
listed below. At least one (1) of these elements shall repeat horizontally. All elements shall 
repeat at intervals of no more than thirty (30) feet, either horizontally or vertically.
i.	 Color change
ii.	 Texture change
iii.	 Material module change

e.	 No length of any facade shall exceed thirty (30) linear feet without including at least one 
(1) of the following vertical elements: pilasters, columns, offsets, reveals, projecting ribs 
canopies/porticos, colonnades, windows, trellis with vines, or an equivalent element that 
subdivides the wall into human scale proportions.

f.	 Retail building walls facing the front yard shall have window(s) and door(s). Such facades 
shall have display windows a minimum of six (6) feet in height along no less than twenty (20) 
percent of their horizontal length. Side or rear walls that face walkways may include false 
windows and door openings defined by frames, sills and lintels, or similarly proportioned 
modulations of the wall.

C.	 ROOFS.	
1.	 GUIDELINE:
Variations in rooflines should be used to add interest to and reduce the massive scale of large 
buildings.

2.	 STANDARD:
a.	 Rooflines shall be varied with a change in height every one hundred (100) linear feet in the 

building length.
b.	 Rooftop equipment shall be shielded from the public view via architectural treatment. 

Parapets, mansard roofs, gable roofs, hip roofs, or dormers shall be used to conceal flat roofs.
D.	 ENTRYWAYS.	

1.	 GUIDELINE:
Entryway design elements and variations should give orientation and aesthetically pleasing 
character to the building.	

2.	 STANDARD:
Each building on a site shall have clearly defined, highly visible customer entrances featuring no less 
than three (3) of the following:
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a.	 Awnings, canopies or porticos,
b.	 Overhangs, recesses, arcades or projections,
c.	 Raised corniced parapets over the door, peaked roof forms or arches,
d.	 Patios,
e.	 Display windows,
f.	 Integral planters or wing walls that incorporate landscaped areas and/or places for sitting

E.	 LANDSCAPING, SCREENING AND VEGETATION.	
1.	 GUIDELINE:
Existing trees should be incorporated into the design of large establishments to assure ecological 
and aesthetic benefits.

2.	 STANDARD:
The following landscaping and screening provisions apply:
Perimeter Landscaping

a.	 Where the development abuts a residential use or district, the amount of landscape buffer 
material shall be increased by fifty (50) percent and the buffer width increased twenty-
five (25) percent along the shared property line required in Article V of the Horry County 
Zoning Ordinance. A privacy fence no less than six (6) feet in height shall also be provided 
interior to the landscaping.

b.	 Existing specimen and protected trees, within the perimeter landscaped area shall be 
retained. See Protected and Specimen Trees in Article V of the Zoning Ordinance.

F.	 OUTDOOR STORAGE, LOADING AREAS, AND UTILITY LOCATIONS.
1.	 GUIDELINE:
Loading areas and outdoor storage areas exert visual and noise impacts on surrounding 
neighborhoods. These areas, when visible from adjoining properties and/or public streets, should 
be screened, recessed or enclosed.

2.	 STANDARD:
a.	 Loading and unloading of commercial vehicles or of any other vehicles used for commercial 

purposes including trash/recycling collection is only permitted between the hours of 6:00 
a.m. and 11:00 p.m. when property assigned a residential zoning classification or used for 
residential purposes is within two hundred (200) feet of the loading area.

b.	 Loading docks, truck parking, outdoor storage, utility meters, HVAC equipment, , and other 
service functions shall be incorporated into the overall design of the building and the 
landscaping so that the visual and acoustic impacts of these functions are fully contained 
and out of view from adjacent properties and public streets, and no attention is attracted 
to the functions by the use of screening materials that are different from or inferior to the 
principal materials of the building and landscape. 

c.	 Non-enclosed areas for the storage and sale of seasonal inventory shall not be located 
within required parking areas.
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G.	 PEDESTRIAN FLOWS.
1.	 GUIDELINE:
Pedestrian accessibility opens auto-oriented developments to the neighborhood, reducing traffic 
impacts and enabling the development to project a friendlier, more inviting image. This section sets 
forth standards for public sidewalks and internal pedestrian circulation systems that can provide 
user-friendly pedestrian access as well as pedestrian safety, shelter, and convenience within the 
center grounds.

2.	 STANDARD:
a.	 Pedestrian facilities shall be included in any landscaping plan submitted for review.
b.	 Sidewalks at least five (5) feet in width.
c.	 Sidewalks shall be provided along all public and private rights of way within and adjacent to 

the project.
d.	 Sidewalks, shall be provided from the right-of-way to the principal customer entrance of all 

publicly accessible buildings on the site. .
e.	 Sidewalks and pedestrian connections shall be installed between outparcels and the primary 

uses, and between each outparcel, to enhance internal circulation and create a streetscape 
experience for pedestrians.

f.	 Sidewalks shall be provided along the full length of the building along any facade featuring a 
customer entrance, and along any facade abutting public parking areas.

g.	 All internal pedestrian walkways shall be distinguished from driving surfaces through the 
use of durable, low maintenance surface materials such as pavers, bricks, or scored concrete 
to enhance pedestrian safety and comfort, as well as the attractiveness of the walkways.

h.	 All parking shall be located no more than one hundred eighty (180) feet from a pedestrian 
facility/sidewalk.	

H.	 LIGHTING.	
1.	 GUIDELINE:
Adequate lighting for public safety is supported, yet excessive lighting resulting in unnecessary waste 
of energy as well as causing light pollution should be discouraged.	

2.	 STANDARD:
A lighting plan will be required with submittal of all commercial development plans.

a.	 Detailed Lighting Plan: The lighting plan shall show the location of all site lighting including 
lights mounted on buildings that are intended to illuminate spaces adjacent to the building. 
The lighting plan shall include specifications and details of all fixtures, and a photometric 
plan.

b.	 Height:
i.	 Luminary heights shall not exceed twenty-five (25) feet.
ii.	 If a luminary is within fifty (50) feet of a residentially zoned parcel, the height of the 

luminary shall be no greater than eighteen (18) feet with the fixture located along the 
edge of the parking area and light directed back into the site.

iii.	 Wherever possible, illumination of outdoor seating areas, building entrances, and 
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walkways shall be accomplished by use of ground mounted fixtures not more than four 
(4) feet in height.

c.	 Canopy Lighting
i.	 Lighting installed on canopies or drive-thru facilities are permitted an average foot- 

candle reading of twenty (20) foot candles under any area that is illuminated. Lighting 
shall use diffusers and be shielded.

ii.	 Wall Mounted Lights - Wall mounted lights shall be fully shielded luminaries to prevent 
the light source from being visible from any adjacent residential property or public 
street right-of-way. Nothing in this subsection shall prevent the use of sconces or other 
decorative lighting fixtures with wattage equal to or less than one hundred fifty (150) 
watts.

Section 415 - Commercial Centers.
1.	 Sale/rental/lease of Auto/boat/motorcycle/recreation vehicle/truck/construction & farm 

equipment shall not be located within a commercial center.
2.	 Sale/rental/lease of Auto/boat/motorcycle/recreation vehicle/truck/construction & farm 

equipment can be allowed on the same parcel as a commercial center provided:
a.	 The zoning districts allows both uses
b.	 The zoning district allows multiple commercial structures/uses on the same property.
c.	 They are located in a separate approved commercial structure.
d.	 The site must have adequate area for the vehicles/trailers for display, rent, lease) in addition 

to the required parking for the existing commercial use/s on site. Must have a minimum of 
2,000sf of display area which can be combination of interior and exterior.

e.	 Prior to issuance of a certificate of zoning compliance, a site plan drawn to scale showing 
existing structure/s, parking and landscaping, the proposed sales/display area and 
proposed building/s must be submitted for review and approval.

Section 416 - Water and Air Pollution.
All uses must satisfactorily comply with the requirements of the South Carolina Department of Health 
and Environmental Control regarding the protection of waterways and atmosphere from pollution by 
dust, smoke, chemicals, or other waste materials.

Such uses shall not produce noise, vibration, smoke, gas, fumes, odor, dust, fire hazards, dangerous 
radiation or any other condition that creates a public or private nuisance beyond the premises.

Section 417 - Manufactured Homes.
Manufactured homes or mobile homes on individual lots shall be permitted only where allowed by the 
district; provided the mobile home shall be placed on a permanent foundation, properly anchored and 
underpinned in conformance with the current regulations published by the RVIA and HUD regarding the 
construction of mobile homes.
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Section 418 - In-Common Development.

A.	 APPLICABILITY:
It is the intent of this section to provide an alternative to fee simple development by allowing single-
family, multi-family, duplexes, quadruplexes and townhomes, or a mix thereof on property held in 
common by all owners.
B.	 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS:

1.	 Minimum site size—Shall be equal to combined lot size for each dwelling planned to be 
constructed within the development. The lot size shall, at a minimum, allow for the project to 
meet the maximum density requirements within that zoning district.

2.	 Minimum building setback from any exterior project property lines of Twenty-five (25) feet.
3.	 Minimum building separation required is twenty (20) feet, unless indicated by zoning district.

C.	 OWNERSHIP AND MAINTENANCE OF COMMON AREAS:
Title to all streets, parks, recreation facilities, planted or forested areas, utilities, and other improved 
or unimproved real property lying within the project site shall be held as undivided interests by the 
owners of lots lying within the project site or by an association of the residents thereof, each of whom, 
jointly or severally, shall be charged with the proper care and maintenance of such property.

Section 419 - Mining.
Unless exempt, a certificate of zoning compliance must be obtained by the property owner or operator 
of any mining operation prior to removal of excavated materials to be hauled off-site. The following 
exemptions, performance and design criteria and levels of review and approval are hereby established 
for mining.
A.	 THE FOLLOWING USES OR ACREAGES ARE EXEMPT FROM THIS SECTION:

1.	 If all excavated material is kept on-site, no review or approval is required and said excavation is 
exempt from this section.

2.	 A mining operation subject to a state or federal approval, Mining Operating Permit, Mining 
General Permit, mine-related permit for Mining discharges and stormwater, or air emission 
permitting program is deemed compliant with all county zoning ordinances and is exempt from 
this section.

3.	 The removal and hauling of excavated material for the construction of a commercial 
development or residential subdivision that has received construction plan approval and a 
county stormwater permit is exempt from this section.

4.	 The removal and hauling of excavated material if all excavated materials from a site are used 
solely for the construction of a public project, including projects undertaken by the federal 
government, the state or any political subdivision of the state, including Horry County, 
public agency or special purpose district (a “Public Project”) is exempt from this section. The 
exemption in this subsection is limited to the Public Project or SCDOT contract. To qualify for an 
exemption pursuant to this paragraph, the following information and documentation must be 
provided by the property owner and/or site operator to the Zoning Administrator:
A letter from the South Carolina Department of Transportation (“SCDOT”) or Public Project 
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engineer identifying the contractor, the SCDOT file# or Public Project name, the start date 
and end date of the contract, and copy of the Mine-Related NPDES permit for Discharges and 
Stormwater issued by SCDHEC.

5.	 Mines / ponds up to and including five (5) acres are exempt from the requirements of this sub- 
section. To qualify for an exemption pursuant to this section, the following design criteria is 
established:
a.	 Mines / ponds shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from waters of the U.S. and State, 

unless a Clean Water Act §404 permit is issued by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;
b.	 Ponds shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from a property line unless a written 

agreement with an adjacent property owner is obtained; and
c.	 Permits or approvals may be required from SCDHEC and/or UDSA for farm pond approvals.

B.	 ALL OTHER MINING ACTIVITY SHALL BE ALLOWED IN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS AS 
CONDITIONAL USES SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

Mining activity greater than five (5) acres shall be allowed as conditional uses in all zoning districts 
subject to the following design and performance criteria:

1.	 Mines shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from waters of the U.S. and State, unless Clean 
Water Act §404 permit is issued by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;

2.	 Mines shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from a property line unless a written 
agreement with an adjacent property owner is obtained; and

3.	 Where an unpaved county road is used to access the site, the owner and/or operator shall 
maintain two hundred (200) feet in the direction of traffic to and from the site, using Best 
Management Practices, as defined in S.C. DHEC regulations and maintaining the road in a 
condition such that the road conditions are not less than the pre-existing condition prior to 
commencement of any mining activity.

4.	 A pre-construction meeting with county engineering must be held to assess county road 
conditions for the two hundred feet of site access in the direction of travel and develop a 
maintenance plan for such roads, which maintenance plan shall address:
a.	 grading and watering for county dirt roads;
b.	 sweeping for county paved roads;
c.	 shall show the anticipated routing of all truck traffic to minimize impact to surrounding 

residences; and
d.	 identify areas that require signage, if needed, for safety purposes.

5.	 Mining operations must be screened and buffered as follows: (i) by a six (6) foot high opaque 
screen of natural vegetation within a fifty (50) foot buffer area; or (ii) a six (6) foot high berm, 
or fence with an opaque privacy screen or wall at least six (6) feet in height above grade shall 
be required within a twenty-five (25) foot buffer area. Provided, however, that no screen is 
required along any property boundary where the mining operations are setback two hundred 
and fifty (250) feet, or more from the property line. These screening and buffering provisions 
shall supersede the requirements of the parking, landscape, buffer, stormwater and tree 
preservation standards otherwise delineated in Horry County Code of Ordinances.
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Section 420 - Commonly Owned Amenities Within Subdivisions.
Commonly owned amenities are allowed on parcels platted and designated for said amenities in 
subdivisions. Amenities can include but are not limited to a swimming pool, tennis court, clubhouse 
and open space. Amenities can also include boat ramps and docks as well as outdoor storage of boats 
and recreational equipment, subject to provisions elsewhere in this ordinance. Title to all improved 
and unimproved commonly owned amenities lying within the subdivision shall be held as undivided 
interests by the owners of lots within the subdivision, each of whom jointly and severally shall be 
charged with proper care and maintenance of such property through a lawfully established association 
of lot owners approved by the county and recorded with the final plat documents. One-half (½) of the 
standard parking requirement for the improved subject amenity shall be provided on site.	
A.	 Licensed Recreational Equipment and Boat Storage.

May be parked or stored on open space amenity lots, subject to the following:
1.	 Parking or storage of recreational vehicles or boats shall be limited to vehicles or boats owned 

by the owners or occupants of the development.
2.	 Maintenance of recreational equipment or boats shall not be permitted with the exception of 

cleaning or replacement of tires, batteries, spark plugs or other minor repairs which do not 
involve the exchange of engine parts or paint or body work.

3.	 At no time while parked or stored shall sewer or electrical service connections be attached to 
a recreational vehicle or boat, except that electrical service connections may be attached for a 
maximum of forty-eight (48) hours prior to and in preparation for departure from the property.

4.	 All boats, except canoes and boats less than twelve (12) feet in length, must be on a boat trailer.
5.	 Storage areas must have a dust free parking surface.
6.	 Storage areas must be accessible only from internal to the subdivision.
7.	 Storage areas must be fenced by a minimum six-foot privacy fence.
8.	 Storage areas fenced compound must be separated from adjacent residential uses and external 

roadways by a minimum of thirty (30) feet landscape buffer. Storage areas fenced compound 
must be separated from internal roadways by a minimum of twenty (20) feet landscape buffer. 
Said landscape buffer needs to meet at a minimum the supplemental buffer requirement in 
Article V Landscape, Buffer and Tree Preservation of this Ordinance.

9.	 In order for an Open Space Area to qualify for use as storage it must either be labeled as 
"Recreational Equipment and Boat Storage" on the original recorded plat for that phase of the 
subdivision or the homeowners association must apply for and receive a special exception by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.
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article v.  Landscape, Buffer, and 
Tree Preservation Standards

Section 500 - Intent.
The landscaping and preservation standards of this section are intended to accomplish the following:

1.	 To protect and preserve the character and aesthetics of the natural environment within Horry 
County;

2.	 To enhance property values by ensuring proper transition between land uses;
3.	 To reduce noise, air and visual pollution, heat island effects, and stormwater runoff; and
4.	 Improve appearance of parking areas and reduce glare from vehicle lighting.

Section 501 - Applicability.
A.	 Landscape Design Standards set by §504, below, apply to any non-residential, quadraplex, 

townhome, and in-common residential projects within unincorporated Horry County that are being 
developed or redeveloped. Major residential subdivisions, including single-family and duplexes, 
must comply with perimeter buffer requirements if located along a road found within Table 1: 
Applicable Roads. Major residential developments that are not on Table 1 roads must only comply 
with the Type C streetscape buffer requirements as described in §504 B, Table 4.
1.	 Properties where renovations modify or expand a structure or business wherein the percent 

of value, calculated as the cost of modification divided by the existing structure improvement 
value multiplied by 100, is greater than 50% shall trigger full compliance to the landscaping 
requirements set forth. General maintenance and repairs including interior work, are exempt 
from the standards.

2.	 If an existing business is damaged or destroyed due to an act of nature (flood, hurricane, 
tornado, etc.), or catastrophic event and is reconstructed within twelve (12) months of such 
damage or destruction, the standards contained herein shall not apply. This exemption, however, 
shall not relieve the property owner of having to meet applicable building or zoning regulations 
that are in place during time of reconstruction.

3.	 Additional design requirements may be set by an overlay district found in Article VIII.
4.	 The Zoning Administrator or authorized designee has the authority to allow variation of design 

standards (§ 504) and tree preservation (§ 505) requirements for unique and challenging 
projects.

B.	 Non-residential, multifamily, quadraplex, townhome, and in-common residential projects that are 
located along Table 1: Applicable Roads must meet the Tree Preservation Standards set in § 505 in 
addition to the required landscape plantings set by §504.
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C.	 Live Oak Standards set by §505.C apply to any property within Horry County including single family 
residential.

Table 1: Applicable Roads 
US 17 (bypass & business) Adrian Hwy Gardner Lacy Road Old Reaves Ferry Road 

US 378 Atlantic Avenue Gateway Drive Peachtree Road 

US 501 (bypass & business) Bakers Chapel Road George Bishop Parkway Pee Dee Hwy/Road 

US 701 Bay Road Glenn’s Bay Road Pitch Landing Road 

Carolina Bays Parkway 
(SC31) Beaver Run Boulevard Hardwick Rd (off Hwy 501) Postal Way 

Veterans Highway (SC 22) Big Block Road Hemingway Road River Oaks Boulevard 

SC 9 (bypass & business) Burcale Road Hemingway Chapel Road Robert Edge Parkway 

SC 19 Carolina Forest Boulevard Holmestown Road Ronald McNair Boulevard 

SC 31/Red Bluff Road Cates Bay Hwy Horry Road Salem Road 

SC 50 Chestnut Road Inlet Square Drive Scipio Lane 

SC 57 Cox Ferry Road (West/East) International Drive Sea Mountain Highway 

SC 65 Cultra Road Jordanville Road Singleton Ridge Road 

SC 66 Dick Pond Road Juniper Bay Road Tournament Road 

SC 90 Dirty Branch Road Kings Road TPC Boulevard 

SC 111 Dog Bluff Road Lake Arrowhead Road Village Center Boulevard 

SC 179 Dunn Shortcut Road Little River Neck Road Waccamaw Boulevard 

SC 236 El Bethel Road and Extension Long Bay Road Water Tower Road 

SC 319 Enoch Road McCormick Road West Bear Grass Road 

SC 410 Enterprise Road McDowell Shortcut 

SC 544 (includes connector) Fair Bluff Hwy Middle Ridge Avenue 

SC 701 Forestbrook Road Myrtle Ridge Drive 

SC 707 Four Mile Road Nichols Hwy 

SC 905 Freewoods Road Northgate Boulevard 

SC 917 Garden City Connector 
Oak Street and Oak Street 
Extension (Conway) 

Section 502 - Business Licensing.
If a Horry County business license is required for any ditching, clearing, excavating or grading of land or 
planting, cutting, trimming, pruning, removing, or otherwise modifying trees, applicants must sign an 
affidavit stating receipt and comprehension of these standards.
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Section 503 - Requirements.

A.	 LANDSCAPING PLAN:
To comply with the regulations set by the Landscape Buffer and Tree Preservation Standards, 
preliminary and construction plans shall include a landscape plan demonstrating how existing and 
proposed landscaping and tree preservations comply with the requirements of the following sections 
prior to the issuance of a building permit or construction plan approval, whichever is applicable. Plans 
shall comply with Horry County plan submittal requirements and contain enough detail to illustrate 
that the landscape requirements of this ordinance have been met. At a minimum a landscaping plan will 
include:

1.	 Location of any structures (existing and proposed);
2.	 Any preserved tree or shrub indicating species along with diameter at breast height (DBH) 

of any trees and heights of shrubs. Dripline should be indicated if DBH is greater than twenty 
four (24) inches. A tree protection method detail will need to be supplied for those trees to be 
retained on-site;

3.	 Any planted landscaping and non-vegetated requirements;
4.	 Vehicle use and parking areas;
5.	 Easements, overhead and underground utilities, and ditches; and
6.	 Irrigation.

a.	 Plantings must be mechanically irrigated.
b.	 Required planting areas associated with vehicle use areas containing less than thirty (30) 

spaces are not required to be mechanically irrigated, however all supplemental plantings 
shall be located within one hundred (100) feet of a water hose bib on-site. Any alternative 
water sources will require approval from the Zoning Administrator or designee.

7.	 Perimeter buffers within a major residential development shall be platted within open space/ 
common area.

B.	 MAINTENANCE:
Maintenance of landscaping shall be the responsibility of the property owner. All areas shall be properly 
maintained to ensure proper functioning, capacity and growth. Landscaping shall be continuously 
monitored and maintained for the lifetime of the use to assess the need to remove dead, dying or 
diseased vegetation, along with debris or litter within required areas and ensuring fencing, berms, or 
walls are in good condition.

1.	 Any required landscaping that is removed must be replaced in a like fashion and must meet the 
minimum standards herein.

2.	 Protected and Specimen Trees may be periodically pruned to enhance growth and prevent 
public endangerment. Pruning techniques must meet the most recent American National 
Pruning Standard ANSI A-300 publication.

3.	 Undisturbed, naturally forested areas within a required perimeter buffer shall be maintained 
and retained in accordance to § 504.C.3.a.

C.	 EXEMPTIONS:
The following land use activities are hereby exempt from the requirements of the following sections.
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1.	 Agriculture activities involving the continuous cultivation of field crop, livestock, and evergreen 
and nursery stock for profit.

2.	 Aquaculture activities involving the continuous production of fish, amphibian, or crustaceans for 
profit.

3.	 Forest management activity including but not limited to timber harvesting, forest regeneration, 
thinning, site preparation, forest road construction, prescribed burns, reforestation, pesticide 
application, vector control, wildfire control, animal damage control, and other generally 
accepted forestry methods and practices as defined by the Dictionary of Forestry published by 
the Society of American Foresters.

4.	 Individual single family residential and duplex structures are exempt from all requirements 
except the Live Oak Protections set forth in the Tree Preservation sections. This exemption does 
not apply to major subdivisions for which perimeter buffers or streetscape is required.

5.	 Tee, green, and fairways associated with regulation golf courses and Par 3 golf courses, except 
for presence of Protected and Specimen trees. Clubhouses and maintenance facilities are not 
exempt.

6.	 Roadway, drainage maintenance, and stormwater control activities of Horry County, South 
Carolina Department of Transportation or any other public agency.

7.	 Utility (electric, cable, telephone, etc.) and easements involved in facility construction, 
maintenance, repair or replacement are exempt from the tree preservation sections.

8.	 Airports provided the removal is for the purpose of maintaining safe clearance for aircrafts as 
per federal law.

9.	 Sites classified as home occupations by the Zoning Administrator.
10.	Jurisdiction and non-jurisdictional wetlands as certified by the US Army Corps of Engineers are 

exempt from § 504.	
D.	 PENALTIES:
It shall be illegal to remove or cause the removal of any Protected or Specimen tree or any required 
landscaping.

1.	 Removal of said trees without proper permits or permissions are in violation of this ordinance 
and shall require replacement of such removed trees at four (4) times the rate required for 
mitigation for Preserved or Specimen Trees.

2.	 Failure to comply may result in a misdemeanor punishable by the maximum fine of $500.00 per 
removal. Each tree removed constitutes a separate offense. This fine would be in addition to the 
penalty stated in section D(1) above.

3.	 Deviation from the approved landscape plan or failure to comply with industry standard 
landscape maintenance may also be subject to fines and penalties.

Section 504 - Landscape Design Standards.

A.	 GENERAL:
Any new required plantings shall meet the standards described in this section and referenced within the 
supplemental Landscape Handbook.	
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1.	 LANDSCAPING PRESERVATION:
a.	 Preservation of existing vegetation is the preferred method to meet the buffer requirements.
b.	 Preserved vegetation should be located within the site in a way that is conducive to plant 

survival and safety, i.e. clustered tree patches are allowable for stable root systems as long as 
supplemental landscaping meets the requirements herein.

c.	 Credit shall be awarded for preserving existing trees on a one to one (1:1) basis for required 
trees (canopy and understory) as part of supplemental plantings when the existing trees 
meet the minimum size requirements in landscaped areas and are located within the 
required buffer.
i.	 Preserved Protected Trees receive credit at a two to one (2:1) exchange.
ii.	 Preserved Specimen Trees receive credit at a four to one (4:1) exchange.
iii.	 Reductions to required planted landscaping shall apply should the DBH of preserved 

trees be greater than twenty-four (24) inches and the driplines create unsuitable habitat 
for supplemental plantings.

iv.	 Credit is applied per tree, not DBH.
d.	 Preservation of Protected and Specimen Trees is required. Mitigation is required for any 

removals of protected or specimen trees. Fines may apply for unlawful removals. See § 505 – 
Tree Preservation Standards for requirements.

e.	 In order to reduce the amount of impervious surfaces, the Zoning Administrator can grant a 
five (5) percent reduction in the number of off-street parking spaces required on the site if 
the reduction of pavement will preserve the root zones of existing healthy trees with a DBH 
of eight (8) inches or greater.	

2.	 PLANT MATERIALS:
A supplemental Landscape Handbook of plant species best suited for Horry County along with a list 
of discouraged species is included as a supplement to this ordinance.

a.	 The Handbook should be used for landscape requirements where applicable.
b.	 Prohibited and invasive plants will not count towards any landscape or preservation 

requirements.
c.	 Any dead, dying or diseased planting materials must be removed by the property owner 

prior to development providing minimal disturbance to healthy vegetation.
d.	 Removed existing vegetation must be replaced to meet the minimum requirements herein. 

3.	 MINIMUM PLANT SIZES:
All new vegetation must meet the minimum size requirements at time of planting.

a.	 Canopy tree: minimum ten (10) feet in height with two (2) inches in caliper and must reach 
a mature height of at least thirty (30) feet. Palms meeting this requirement may be utilized 
provided two (2) palms are planted per one (1) required canopy tree.

b.	 Understory tree: minimum five (5) feet in height and must reach a mature height between 
ten (10) and thirty (30) feet.

c.	 Shrub: minimum fifteen (15) inches in height and must reach a mature height of at least 
three (3) feet. Palms meeting this requirement may be used.

d.	 Ornamental grass: minimum twelve (12) inches in height and must reach a mature height of 
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at least three (3) feet.
e.	 Perennials: minimum twelve (12) inches in height and must reach a mature height of at least 

three (3) feet.	
4.	 SITE CONSTRAINTS:

a.	 Stormwater management devices (such as swales and ponds measured from the top of bank 
and drainage easements) may not encroach into the required landscape buffers by more 
than ten (10) percent unless an approved low impact development (LID) design. Stormwater 
management devices may not encroach into the required Type C Residential (Streetscape) 
buffer by more than twenty-five (25) percent.

b.	 Where cross access easements run parallel to property lines, landscaping may be provided 
within the easement pending approvals from appropriate County departments.

c.	 Without consent of utility provider, easement holder, or Horry County, only shrubs, 
ornamental grasses or perennials may be planted in easements for utility services.
i.	 Overhead Utilities (power lines): only trees or shrubs that reach a maximum height of 

twelve (12) feet can be planted within the easement.
ii.	 Underground Utilities (piped utilities): tree species whose roots are known to cause 

damage to utilities such as underground piped stormwater, sewer, or gas lines, shall not 
be planted within the easement for such utility or no closer than twelve (12) feet when 
no easement exists. Approved trees for planting on top of underground utilities can be 
found within the Landscape Handbook.

d.	 Visibility Clearance/Sight Triangle: Required landscaping or optional berms shall not be 
planted or constructed within the sight triangle, unless it conforms to SCDOT standards. 
Plantings cannot be greater than thirty (30) inches in height and trees must be limbed above 
six (6) feet in height with no multi-stemmed trunks. For all intersections and corners there 
shall be 100 feet of visibility for every ten (10) miles per hour of speed limit.

5.	 PLANT DIVERSITY:
In order to maximize success of vegetation and prevent monocultures, new plantings shall comply 
with the following standards in Table 2: Species Diversity Standards. The standards apply to the 
total amount of vegetation on site, not just the vegetation within a required buffer.
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Table 2: Species Diversity Standards 

Number of 
Required Trees 

Number of Different Tree 
Species Required 

Number of Required 
Shrubs/Ornamental 
Grasses/Perennials 

Number of Different 
Shrub/Ornamental Grass/
Perennial Species Required 

1 to 5 1 1 to 10 1 
6 to 15 2 11 to 20 2 

16 to 25 3 21 to 50 4 
26 to 50 5 51 to 80 6 

51 to 100 7 81 or more 8 
101 or more 10 

6.	  GROUND STABILIZATIONS:
Disturbed areas and required landscape planting areas shall be stabilized and maintained with 
groundcover, mulches, or other approved materials.	

7.	 BERMS:
Berms are discouraged as standalone landscaping. However, there are cases where berms are 
appropriate for screening or buffering. The use of a berm does not negate the buffer requirements 
described herein. Berms should comply with the following:

a.	 Side slope of earthen berms not to exceed a two to one (2:1) ratio.
b.	 Berms should be continuous except for drainage breaks every six (6) feet to eight (8) feet.
c.	 Berms shall be stabilized with understory, shrubs, ornamental grasses, or perennials. 

Groundcover or lawn and turf grasses shall be used as supplemental stabilizations. Planting 
shelfs are required for any vegetation. Planting shelfs must be a minimum of four (4) feet 
wide and be suited for maximum survival and success of selected plantings.

d.	 Berms used along a right-of-ways must be designed and constructed to provide adequate 
sight distances at intersections and shall not impede safe operation of vehicles. Berms shall 
not encroach into residential lots.

Figure 2: Berm Diagram

8.	 LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT (LID):
Low Impact Development utilizes integrated management practices in order to treat stormwater 
at the source. The goals of LID are to maximize existing vegetation and create small, landscaped 
features that encourage infiltration, lengthen the time of concentration, and retain flow to create a 
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hydrologic landscape functionally equivalent to the pre-development conditions.
a.	 These features must be constructed to meet the Department of Stormwater Management 

requirements and regulations set forth in the Stormwater Management Design Manual.
b.	 All LID stormwater features must be planted with water tolerant vegetation in order to 

qualify for landscape credits and be located within the required landscaped areas. For 
suggested LID plants, refer to the Low Impact Development in Coastal South Carolina: A 
Planning and Design Guide.

c.	 LID is prohibited within:
i.	 Type A: Opaque Buffers.
ii.	 Type C: Non- Residential Streetscape Buffers along Table 1: Applicable Roads.

d.	 Examples of qualifying LID include:
i.	 Bioretention
ii.	 Vegetated swales
iii.	 Constructed wetlands

e.	 Credits for Required Landscaping by using LIDS
i.	 For every one (1) linear foot of qualifying low impact development, a credit for one and 

a half (1.5) feet of required landscaping buffer can be claimed. LID can replace up to fifty 
(50) percent of the required landscaped area.

ii.	 To qualify for this credit, the LID method must follow all requirements set by the Horry 
County Stormwater Department.

iii.	 If using LID within parking islands, the requirement of every parking space being within 
fifty (50) feet of a tree can be waved.

B.	 BUFFERS DEFINED:
 A buffer is a specified land area used to transition between land uses or zoning.	

1.	 PERMITTED USE WITHIN BUFFERS:
a.	 Bicycle and pedestrian facilities (including sidewalks);
b.	 Appurtenances that require high visibility such as fire hydrants, mail boxes, and utility 

boxes;
c.	 Ingress and egress to the proposed use and utilities may cross the buffer provided it is as 

perpendicular as practical;
d.	 Permitted and temporary signs; and
e.	 Site lighting.	

2.	 PROHIBITED USE:
a.	 Structures or accessory structures, including dumpsters;
b.	 Any storage or outdoor display of products, unless permitted elsewhere in this ordinance; 

and
c.	 Vehicle use areas, including parking or loading areas.

C.	 PERIMETER BUFFER REQUIREMENTS.	
1.	 INTENT:

a.	 Opaque: to provide screening between dissimilar uses. Opacity shall be 85% or more during 
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peak summer season from ground to six (6) feet.
b.	 Spatial: to soften the area between adjacent similar uses.
c.	 Streetscape: to enhance the visual character and transition between property and street, 

access or public right-of-way.
2.	  APPLICABILITY:

a.	 Perimeter buffers are required surrounding the improved area of the subject property.
b.	 Opaque (Type A) buffers are required between non-residential and residential property. 

Spatial (Type B) buffers are required between like use parcels. Streetscape buffers (Type C) 
are required between any parcel and the street frontage, access or right-of-way. See Table 3: 
Perimeter Buffer Type Applicable.

Table 3: Perimeter Buffer Type Applicable 

PROPOSED LAND USE 

ADJACENT LAND USE / ZONING DISTRICT 

RESIDENTIAL 
NONRESIDENTIAL/ MULTIFAMILY/ 

QUADRAPLEX/ TOWNHOME/INCOMMON 
RESIDENTIAL 

STREET/ ACCESS/ 
ROW 

Major Residential Development n/a A C 

Nonresidential/ Multifamily/ 
Quadraplex/ Townhome/In-common 

Residential 
A B C 

3.	 STANDARDS:
Requirements of each buffer type are found in Table 4: Perimeter Buffer Type Requirements

Table 4: Perimeter Buffer Type Requirements

BUFFER TYPE & REQUIRED 
WIDTHS 

MINIMUM PERFORMANCE STANDARD PER 100 FEET 

CANOPY TREES UNDERSTORY 
TREES SHRUBS/PERENNIALS/ORNAMENTAL GRASSES 

Type A : Opaque Requirement for 
Major Residential Development: 

OPTION 1 
A six (6) foot privacy fence adjacent to the nonresidential property within a min. five 

(5) foot wide open space / common area lot. 

OPTION 2 
A minimum twenty-five (25’) wide undisturbed, naturally forested area. 

Supplemental plantings shall be used to fill in existing gaps in the vegetation and 
consist of the following breakdown, at a minimum: 

6 6 

Must meet the spacing requirements in the 
Landscaping Manual for opacity and be at least 

twenty-eight (28) inches in height at time of 
initial site inspection. 
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Table 4: Perimeter Buffer Type Requirements

BUFFER TYPE & REQUIRED 
WIDTHS 

MINIMUM PERFORMANCE STANDARD PER 100 FEET 

CANOPY TREES UNDERSTORY 
TREES SHRUBS/PERENNIALS/ORNAMENTAL GRASSES 

Type A : Opaque Requirement 
Non-Residential, Multi-Family, 
Quadraplex, Townhome, & In-
common Residential: Equal to 
setback requirement of zoning 

district or 25 feet, whichever is less 

OPTION 1 

3 3 
Must meet the spacing requirements in the 

Landscaping Manual for opacity and be at least 
twenty-eight (28) inches in height at planting 

Fifty (50) percent of each planting type must be evergreen 

OPTION 2 
An undisturbed, naturally forested area. Supplemental plantings shall be used to fill 

in existing gaps in the vegetation, meeting the requirements of Option 1. 
OPTION 3 

Double row of offset evergreen trees spaced at a maximum of every ten (10) feet 
with a minimum of eight (8) feet in height. No more than twenty-five (25) percent of 
the plantings can be pine trees and must provide a variety of screening from top to 

bottom. 
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS (OPTION 1, 2, OR 3): A six (6) foot privacy fence, 
wherein privacy is understood as providing 85% or more opacity, is required when 
the setback or buffer is less than fifteen (15) feet. Fence must be located interior to 

the landscaping so that plantings face the residential property. 

Type B: Spatial Requirement: 
5 feet 

2 2 20 

Fifty (50) percent of each planting type must be evergreen 

Type C: Streetscape (Non-
Residential) Requirement: 10 feet 

3 3 
Only required when providing screening from 

vehicle use areas Twenty-five (25) percent of each 
tree type must be evergreen 

Type C : Streetscape (Residential)
Major Residential Development,

Multi-Family, Quadraplex,
Townhome, & In-common

Development: 25 feet
If located on a Table 1 Road:

35 feet

OPTION 1 

6 6 30

OPTION 2
An undisturbed, naturally forested area. Supplemental plantings shall be used to fill 

in existing gaps in the vegetation, meeting the requirements of Option 1.

Note:  A “Privacy Fence” used within a Type A buffer shall be constructed of wood, vinyl, and or masonry.  Fencing shall 
follow associated Overlay District requirement(s) where applicable.

a.	 Undisturbed naturally forested areas shall meet the following criteria:
i.	 These areas typically include native and existing vegetation of varied ages, heights, and 

types (i.e. a mixture of canopy, understory, and ground cover).
ii.	 A 25’ wide buffer shall consist of a minimum of ten (10) existing canopy trees with a 

minimum 6” DBH or twenty (20) existing canopy trees with a minimum 4” DBH per 100 
linear feet. The number of trees shall increase or decrease proportionately based upon 
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the minimum buffer width requirement.
iii.	 Forested jurisdictional and non-jurisdictional wetlands as certified by the US Army 

Corps of Engineers qualify as an undisturbed naturally forested buffer area and a tree 
survey for these areas shall not be necessary.

iv.	 Supplemental plantings shall be required to fill in gaps in vegetation where the entire 
buffer is not classified as an undisturbed naturally forested area.

v.	 Supplemental plantings within this area shall be native species and are not required to 
be irrigated or provide ground cover (i.e. mulch).

vi.	 Maintenance of the understory is permitted within the buffer. Maintenance includes, 
but is not limited to, clearance of dead vegetation, invasive species, and Firewise 
management practices (where applicable).

vii.	 A tree survey shall be submitted with the landscape plan to document the buffer area 
meets the minimum requirements to qualify as an undisturbed, naturally forested 
buffer.

b.	 The Type C Residential Streetscape buffer may be reduced down to a Type C 10’ buffer 
under the following conditions:
i.	 Where the development has frontage along an existing Private R/W;
ii.	 Where there is less than 300 lf. of frontage along an existing R/W (regardless of width 

or ownership of that existing R/W) and there are no more than fifty (50) lots / units 
proposed;

iii.	 When the proposed development / phase is a continuation of an existing development, 
as shown on a Master Plan approved on or prior to January 4, 2022, unless said Master 
Plan identifies specific streetscape buffer requirements that exceed these standards.

iv.	 These exemptions do not supersede any overlay landscape requirements. 

Figure 3: Type A Buffer Option 1
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Figure 4: Type A Buffer Option 3

Figure 5: Type B Buffer

Figure 6: Type C Non-Residential Buffer
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Figure 6: Type C Major Residential Buffer Option 1

D.	 VEHICLE USE AREA REQUIREMENTS.	
1.	 INTENT:

a.	 Street Frontage: to reduce the glare and impacts of headlights on road traffic.
b.	 Parking Islands: to provide shade, reduce heat islands and provide visual character to the 

parking area.	
2.	 EXEMPTIONS:
Street Frontage plantings are only required when the vehicle use area is located adjacent to the 
street.	

3.	 STANDARDS:
a.	 All landscaping areas that abut parking shall be protected by eighteen (18) inches of 

clearance utilizing staked wheel stops, concrete curbing or other approved stable means. 
Appropriate breaks for low impact development are permissible when using curbing.

b.	 Street Frontage: shrubs, perennials or ornamental grasses must meet proper spacing 
guidelines found in the Landscape Handbook in a continuous row. Plantings can be located 
within the setback or Perimeter Buffer.

c.	 Parking islands shall comply with the following:
i.	 Every parking space must be within fifty (50) feet from a planted tree.
ii.	 For every fifteen (15) parking spaces in a row, a parking island is required and must 

include one (1) tree and five (5) shrubs, perennials or ornamental grasses. Twenty- five 
(25) percent of the total plantings must be evergreens. Fifty (50%) of all trees planted 
must be canopy. Parking islands containing canopy trees must be at least 200 square 
feet.

iii.	 For parking areas of ninety (90) spaces or more, there must be an additional ten (10) 
foot wide parking island between modules.
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Figure 7: Parking Lot Layout

E.	  FOUNDATION BUFFER.	
1.	 INTENT:
To enhance architectural features, provide a visual transition from building to site, and define and 
enhance building entrances.

2.	 EXEMPTIONS:
a.	 Building entrances and exits.
b.	 Areas used for pedestrian activities (sidewalks, plazas, etc.). In these instances, the 

landscaping must be installed between the building foundation and the back of the curb 
separating the pedestrian area from the vehicle use area. In no case shall the length of the 
planted area be less than fifty (50) percent of the length of the building façade, minus the 
width of the entrances or exits.

c.	 Portions of buildings which have drive-up services along the side of the building (fast-food 
restaurants, pharmacies, banks, etc.).

d.	 Areas not typically accessible by the general public (loading docks, enclosed storage areas, 
utility enclosures, etc.).

e.	 Properties where the structure is located less than or equal to twenty-five (25) feet from the 
property line and no vehicle use or paving is located within this space.	

3.	 STANDARDS:
a.	 A landscape area of at least five (5) feet in width shall be provided adjacent to buildings 

along the foundation or between the foundation and the back of the curb separating the 
pedestrian area from the vehicle use area where applicable.
i.	 Foundation buffers are required around any structure on site.
ii.	 A mandatory variety of species must be used according to Table 2: Species Diversity 

Standards.
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iii.	 The required plantings must include shrubs, perennials or ornamental grasses and 
meet the spacing requirements set in the Landscape Handbook. Trees may be used 
if applicable at the discretion of the property owner and approved by the Zoning 
Administrator.

b.	 Renovated or redeveloping properties wherein the foundation buffer area is paved may 
utilize planter boxes to meet the requirements of the foundation buffer.
i.	 Planter boxes must be automatically irrigated and be at least two and a half (2.5) feet 

wide.
ii.	 Use of planter boxes does not alleviate proper maintenance requirements and box size 

must allow for proper root spacing.
iii.	 The Zoning Administrator or designee can discuss alternatives and ways to meet the 

foundation buffer requirements for unique situations.

Section 505 - Tree Preservation.

A.	 TREE SURVEY
1.	 Non-residential, multi-family, quadraplex, townhome, & in-common residential projects located 

along Table 1: Applicable Roads must provide a tree survey documenting all trees listed in 
Table 5: Protected and Specimen Trees meeting or exceeding the minimum diameter at breast 
height (DBH). Any property, including single family residential, within Horry County containing 
Specimen Live Oaks must submit a tree survey. Any new major residential developments will 
need to identify Specimen live oak trees within the project boundaries on the preliminary plans 
and plats. If an undisturbed, naturally forested buffer is utilized for a non-residential or major 
residential development, a tree survey shall be submitted to document the buffer vegetation 
meets the minimum requirements.

2.	 Tree surveys submitted must indicate the species and DBH of any Protected or Specimen Trees, 
denoting Specimen Live Oaks separately from other oak species.

3.	 Trees shall not be removed until submittal of tree survey. Approval to remove said trees, with 
exception of Specimen Live Oaks, shall be obtained from the Zoning Administrator, or designee. 
If approval to remove said tree is granted, removed trees shall be mitigated.
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TABLE 5: PROTECTED AND SPECIMEN TREES 

TREE PROTECTED DBH (INCHES) SPECIMEN DBH (INCHES) 

Bald cypress 8 24 

Beech (American) 8 24 

Birch (River) 6 18 

Cedar (Eastern Red) 8 24 

Dogwood (Flowering) 4 12 

Elm (American) 8 24 

Elm (Winged) 8 24 

Hickory (Mockernut) 8 24 

Hickory (Pignut) 8 24 

Hickory (Shagbark) 8 24 

Holly (American) 6 12 

Magnolia (Southern) 8 16 

Maple (Red) 8 24 

Oak (Laurel) 8 24 

Oak (Live) 8 24 

Oak (Post) 8 24 

Oak (Southern Red) 8 24 

Oak (Water) 8 24 

Oak (Willow) 8 24 

Oak (White) 8 24 

Oak (Yellow) 8 24 

Pecan 8 24 

Sycamore 8 24 

Tupelo (Black) 8 24 

Tupelo (Water) 8 24 

B.	 METHODS TO CALCULATE TREE SIZE
1.	 Caliper: the diameter of a tree trunk measured six (6) inches above the root ball.
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2.	 Diameter at Breast Height: the diameter of a tree trunk measured four and a half (4.5) feet 
above the ground.
a.	 Forks located less than one (1) foot from the ground are to be treated as separate trees and 

measured at standard DBH. The square root of each DBH (sum of the square of each) is used 
to derive total DBH.
i.	 Total DBH = √(𝑎2 + 𝑏2 + ⋯ ) , where:
ii.	 “a” and “b” are the DBH of split trunks.

b.	 Forks located between one (1) foot and four and half (4.5) feet from the ground are to be 
treated as separate trees and calculated with the formula above but measured from three 
and a half (3.5) feet from the pith, or at the start of the fork.

c.	 Forks located at or greater than four and half (4.5) feet from the ground are measured just 
below the fork beneath the swelling.

Figure 7: DBH for Forks located at or above 4.5 feet

C.	 LIVE OAK STANDARDS
It is unlawful to injure, participate in, authorize, or cause the removal of any Specimen Live Oak (DBH of 
twenty-four (24) inches or greater). Authorization to do so shall come from:

1.	 A variance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals finding that the tree:
a.	 Presented a safety hazard to pedestrian or vehicular traffic, buildings, structures or utility 

structures;
b.	 Removal presented the only reasonable means to comply with appropriate agency 

requirements including parking, ingress or egress, or other required infrastructure such as 
stormwater;

c.	 Justification according to good urban forestry practices (i.e., to reduce competition among 
trees or to remove an invasive species) or presence of dead, dying, or diseased trees;

d.	 A planned grade cut placing the tree protection zone four (4) feet above final grade or 
introduction of fill twelve (12) inches or greater elevating the parcel above the required 
flood protection elevation; or

e.	 Reasonable use of the property will be significantly impaired.
2.	 For all areas within the Garden City Overlay, the Zoning Administrator shall allow the tree to be 

removed upon a finding that the tree will be located within the footprint of a proposed structure 
and the structure cannot be reasonably adjusted to preserve the tree. This provision does not 
exempt the tree from the mitigation standards in §505 E.
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3.	 The Zoning Administrator may authorize the removal a Specimen Live Oak tree without a 
variance under the following conditions:
a.	 The tree is diseased or dying as certified by a certified arborist and cannot be properly 

treated or pruned to alleviate such condition;
b.	 Such assessment must be provided to the county in writing, and the diseased or dying state 

of the tree may be assessed by the County;
c.	 Should the County confirm the tree is diseased or dying and cannot be treated for such 

condition, a zoning compliance may be issued for removal of the tree;
d.	 Mitigation Standards in §505 E will still apply.

4.	 If a Specimen Live Oak tree is unlawfully removed, building permits and further subdivision of 
the parcel will be prohibited for a period of two (2) years. 

(Ord. No. 44-2023, § 5, 5-16-2023)

D.	 TREE PROTECTION
Preserved trees must be protected from damages during development. Most trees can tolerate only a 
small percentage of root zone disturbance or loss.

a.	 Root Protection Zone: the total area beneath the tree canopy, or dripline.
b.	 If encroachment into the root protection zone is anticipated, preventative methods shall be 

employed to include:
i.	 Flagging of Protected or Specimen Trees prior to land disturbance activity;
ii.	 Mulching the Root Protection Zone during soil compaction;
iii.	 Vertical root pruning techniques to cut rather than tear or damage root systems during 

site clearing; and
iv.	 Installation of Protective Devices.

c.	 Protective Devices shall be installed surrounding the dripline of the preserved tree and must 
be kept free of construction materials, vehicles or debris. Areas surrounding the preserved 
tree must be identified with “tree protection area” signage. Protective Devices shall be one of 
the following:
i.	 Fencing a minimum of four (4) feet in height constructed in a post and rail configuration. 

Two (2) inch by four (4) inch and double one (1) inch by two (2) inch railing is 
recommended.

ii.	 Four (4) foot high polyethylene laminar safety fencing provided it is maintained to 
persist until occupancy.

iii.	 Continuous rope, flagging (heavy mill, minimum four (4) inches in width) or silt 
fencing is allowable only in areas that will not be directly impacted by land disturbance 
activities.

E.	 MITIGATION STANDARDS
1.	 Mitigation: Mitigation for removal of Protected or Specimen Trees is required. Requirements 

may be met by either:
a.	 Replacement Trees

i.	 Total caliper of replacement trees must equal the total DBH of Protected or Specimen 
Trees removed.
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ii.	 All replacement trees must be a species listed in Table 5: Protected and Specimen Trees.
iii.	 Newly planted replacement trees will follow the following formula: 

D/2.5A = RTB, where:
D = total DBH of the largest fifteen (15) removed trees per acre (inches)
2.5 = minimum caliper of each replacement tree (inches) 
RT = minimum number of replacement trees
A.	 If the caliper of replacement trees is greater than two and a half (2.5) inches, the 

total number of replacement trees can be reduced.
B.	 A multiplier of one and a half (1.5) is applied when trees removed are Specimen 

Trees
iv.	 Trees preserved on site that do not meet the size requirements of Table 5: Protected and 

Specimen Trees may count as replacement trees provided each tree has a DBH of four 
(4) inches or greater.

b.	 Fee in lieu
i.	 A fee in lieu of replacement trees collected will be equal to: 

RT*150 = F, where:
RT = minimum number of replacement trees 
150 = fee per replacement tree (dollars)
F = total fee paid to Horry County

ii.	 Fees collected are deposited into a special fund designated for costs associated with the 
installation of landscaping, associated materials and irrigation systems or the purchase 
of additional park or open space lands.

iii.	 “F” shall be increased at 2 times the standard rate (dollars) for Protected and Specimen 
live oaks.

(Ord. No. 44-2023, § 5, 5-16-2023)
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Section 600 - Purpose.
The purpose of this section of the Horry County Zoning Ordinance is to provide fair and comprehensive 
regulations that will:

1.	 Provide a pleasing overall environmental setting and good community appearance which is 
deemed vital to tourism and to the continued economic attractiveness of the county;

2.	 Allow signs appropriate to the planned character of each zoning district;
3.	 Promote highway safety, the welfare and comfort of travelers, the convenience of the public, and 

the enjoyment of public travel;
4.	 Restrict private signs which overload the public's capacity to receive information and increase 

the probability of accidents by distracting attention or obstructing vision;
5.	 Protect property values within the county; and
6.	 Reduce conflict among private signs and between private and public information systems.

Section 601 - Scope of This Article.
The provisions set forth in this article shall apply and govern in all districts, and shall regulate the 
construction, erection, alteration, use, location, size and height of all signs, regardless of their cost of 
construction. The zoning provisions of this article shall not apply to:

1.	 Signs not visible beyond the boundaries of the lot or parcel upon which they are situated or from 
any public thoroughfare, right-of-way, or beach.

2.	 Traffic signs, and all other signs, erected or maintained by a governmental body or agency, 
including danger signs and signs of businesses on governmental property. Signs of a commercial 
nature shall not be exempt.

Section 602 - Defintions.
Except as specifically defined herein, all words used in Article VI have their customary dictionary 
definitions. For the purpose of the sign ordinance, certain words or terms used are herein defined as 
follows:
ABANDONED SIGN: A sign located on a property where no building is located or where the use of the 

property has been removed and where there is no permitted use for a period of ninety (90) days; a sign 
which is damaged, in disrepair, or vandalized and not repaired within ninety (90) days.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: The local official (i.e. Zoning Administrator) or designated agent 
responsible for granting permits and enforcement of the provisions of this article.

ANIMATION: The movement, or optical illusion of movement of any part of the sign or any part of the sign 
structure, design or pictorial segment, including the movement of any illumination or the flashing or 
varying of light intensity.

article vi. sign regulations
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ARCHITECTURAL FEATURE: Any construction attending to, but not an integral part of the sign, such as, by 
way of example not limitation, landscape, building, or structural forms that enhance the site in general; it 
also includes, graphic stripes and other architectural painting techniques applied to a structure that serves 
a functional purpose, or when the stripes or other painting techniques are applied to a building provided 
such treatment does not include lettering, logos or pictures.

AWNING: A cloth, plastic or other nonstructural covering that projects from a wall for the purpose of 
shielding a doorway or window. An awning is either permanently attached to a building or can be raised or 
retracted to a position against the building when not in use.

AWNING SIGN: Any sign painted on, or applied to an awning.
BACKGROUND STRUCTURE: The parts of a sign, exclusive of the copy area, such as beams, buttresses, poles, 

cables, and stringers, which support the sign face.
BALLOON SIGN: A lighter-than-air, gas filled balloon, tethered in a fixed location, which contains an 

advertisement message on its surface or attached to the balloon in any manner.
BANNER: Any cloth, bunting, plastic, paper, or similar non-rigid material attached to any structure, staff, 

pole, rope, wire, or framing which is anchored on two or more edges or at all four corners. Banners are 
temporary in nature and do not include flags.

BEACON LIGHTING: Any source of electric light, whether portable or fixed, the primary purpose of which 
is to cast a concentrated beam of light generally skyward as a means of attracting attention to its location 
rather than to illuminate any particular sign, structure, or other object.

BUILDING FRONTAGE: The maximum linear width of a building measured in a single straight line parallel, 
or essentially parallel, with the abutting street, commercial access easement or parking lot. Where a 
building is arranged to include establishments with exterior public entrances but no wall space facing a 
street, the horizontal dimension of one wall of each such establishment, which faces a mall, or other private 
way may be considered to be building frontage.

BUILDING IDENTIFICATION SIGN: A sign bearing only the name, number(s), letter(s), and/or symbol 
which identifies a particular building.

BUILDING MOUNTED SIGN: This shall include any signage that is attached to the building including, but not 
limited to, awning signs, banners, blade signs canopy signs, wall signage

CANOPY: A structure other than an awning made of fabric, metal, or other material that is supported by 
columns or posts affixed to the ground and may also be connected to a building.

CANOPY SIGN: Any sign that is part of, or attached to a canopy.
CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN: A sign or portion thereof on which the copy or symbols change either 

automatically through electrical or electronic means, or manually through placement of letters or 
symbols on a panel mounted in or on a track system. The two types of changeable-copy signs are manual 
changeable copy signs and electronic changeable copy signs, which include: message center signs, digital 
displays, and Tri-Vision Boards.

CHANNEL LETTER SIGN: A sign consisting of fabricated or formed three-dimensional letters, individually 
applied to a wall or raceway, which may accommodate a light source.

CLEARANCE: The distance above the walkway, or other surface if specified, to the bottom edge of a sign. This 
term can also refer to a horizontal distance between two objects.

COLLOCATED SIGNAGE: Signage where adjacent parcels and/or business can locate signage on the same 
sign.
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COMMERCIAL PARKING LOT LIGHT POLE BANNERS: A banner specifically designed to be installed on 
light poles within commercial parking area.

DIGITAL DISPLAY: The portion of a sign message made up of internally illuminated components capable of 
changing the message. Digital displays may include, but are not limited to, LCD, LED, or plasma displays.

DIMMING: Changing the brightness of a display, or the capability of increasing or decreasing the overall 
display intensity. The brightness level should be highest during the day to compete with daylight, and lower 
at night.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN: Signs designed to provide direction to pedestrian and vehicular traffic into and out of, 
or within a site.

DISSOLVE: A transition between static message displays that is achieved with varying light intensity and 
where the first message gradually appears to dissipate and lose legibility simultaneous to the gradual 
appearance and legibility of the subsequent message.

DOUBLE-FACED SIGN: A sign with two (2) faces which are usually parallel, but may be v-shaped if the angle 
of v is no greater than forty-five (45) degrees.

FADE: A transition between static message displays that is achieved with varying light intensity and where the 
first message gradually loses light intensity to the point of not being legible and the subsequent message 
gradually increases intensity to the point of legibility.

FEATHER FLAG (AKA HARPOON FLAG): A sign that contains a harpoon style pole or staff driven into the 
ground for support.

FLAG: Any sign printed or painted on cloth, plastic, canvas, or other like material with distinctive colors, 
patterns, or symbols attached to a pole or staff and anchored along only one edge or supported or anchored 
at only two corners.

FLASHING SIGN: A sign whose artificial illumination is not kept constant in intensity at all times when in 
use and which exhibits changes in light, color, direction, or animation. This definition does not include 
electronic message centers signs or digital displays that meet the requirements set forth herein.

FREESTANDING SIGN: A sign supported by a sign structure placed in the ground and which is wholly 
independent of any building, fence, vehicle or object (other than the sign structure) for support. This sign 
type includes pole signs, monument and ground mounted signs.

FRONTAGE: The length of the property line of any one (1) premises serving as a public street right-of- way 
line.

GOVERNMENT OR REGULATORY SIGN: A government sign is a sign that is constructed, placed or 
maintained by the federal, state or local government or a sign that is required to be constructed, placed or 
maintained by the federal, state or local government either directly or to enforce property owner's rights.

GROUND SIGN: A sign supported by uprights or braces which is placed on, near or at ground level. All 
supports, upright, bracing or framework utilized or proposed to support the sign, shall be enclosed within 
the sign base area. The enclosed base must possess a minimum width of two-thirds (⅔) the width of the 
sign face, and which is not attached to any building. The definitions of ground sign and pole sign are 
mutually exclusive.

HEIGHT OF SIGN: The vertical distance measured from the ground to the top of the sign face or background 
sign structure measured from the centerline of the adjacent right-of-way (ROW) or if the sign is more than 
50 feet from the (ROW) it will be measured from the adjacent grade.

ILLUMINATED SIGN: A sign with electrical equipment installed for illumination, either internally illuminated 
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through its sign face by a light source contained inside the sign or externally illuminated by a light source 
aimed at its surface.

INCIDENTAL SIGN: A sign that displays general site information, instructions, directives, or restrictions that 
are primarily oriented to pedestrians and motor vehicle operators who have entered a property from a 
public street. These signs shall not contain any commercial advertising.

INCIDENTAL WINDOW SIGN: Signs displayed in the window displaying information such as the business' 
hours of operation, credit institutions accepted, commercial and civic affiliations, and similar information. 
These signs shall be informational only and shall not contain a commercial message.

INFLATABLE SIGN: A sign that is an air-inflated object, which may be of various shapes, made of flexible 
fabric, resting on the ground or structure and equipped with a portable blower motor that provides a 
constant flow of air into the device.

INTERACTIVE SIGN: An electronic or animated sign that reacts to the behavior or electronic signals of motor 
vehicle drivers.

INTERIOR PROJECT DIRECTIONAL SIGN: A sign located no closer than 100 feet from the exterior public 
street entrance of a nonresidential project, at a street intersection or along a private driveway within the 
project. The purpose of this sign is to provide more definitive directional whereabouts of the tenants within 
the nonresidential project.

MANUAL CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN: A sign or portion thereof on which the copy or symbols are changed 
manually through placement or drawing of letters or symbols on a sign face.

MARQUEE: A permanent structure, other than a roof or canopy, attached to, supported by, and projecting 
from a building and providing protection from the elements.

MARQUEE SIGN: Any sign attached to a marquee for the purpose of identifying a use or product. If attached 
to a theater, performing arts center, cinema, or other similar use, it may also advertise films or productions.

MECHANICAL MOVEMENT SIGN: A sign having parts that physically move rather than merely appear 
to move as might be found in a digital display. The physical movement may be activated electronically 
or by another means, but shall not include wind-activated movement such as used for banners or flags. 
Mechanical movement signs do not include digital signs that have changeable, programmable 
displays.

MENU SIGN: A permanent sign for displaying the bill of fare available at a restaurant, or other use serving 
food, or beverages.

MESSAGE SEQUENCING: The spreading of one message across more than one sign structure.
MULTI-TENANT SIGN: A freestanding sign used to advertise businesses that occupy a shopping center or 

complex with multiple tenants.
MURAL: A large picture/image (including but not limited to painted art) which is painted, constructed, or 

affixed directly onto a vertical building wall, which may or may not contain text, logos, and/ or symbols.
NEON SIGN: A sign illuminated by a neon tube, or other visible light-emanating gas tube, that is bent to form 

letters, symbols, or other graphics.
NONCONFORMING SIGN: A sign that was legally erected and maintained at the effective date of this 

Ordinance, or amendment thereto, that does not currently comply with sign regulations of the district in 
which it is located.

OFF-PREMISES SIGN: A sign that identifies or communicates a message related to an activity conducted, 
a service rendered, or commodity sold, which is not the primary activity, service or commodity on the 



Article vi
sign regulations

123

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

premises where the sign is located. An outdoor sign whose message directs attention to a specific business, 
product, service, event or activity, or other commercial or noncommercial activity, or contains a non-
commercial message about something that is not sold, produced, manufactured, furnished, or conducted 
on the premises upon which the sign is located. (Also known as a third-party sign, billboard, or outdoor 
advertising)

ON-PREMISES SIGN: A sign that identifies or communicates a message related to the activity conducted, the 
service rendered, or the commodity sold, on the premises upon which the sign is located. A sign whose 
message and design relate to an individual business, profession, product, service, event, point of view, or 
other commercial or non-commercial activity sold, offered, or conducted on the same property where the 
sign is located.

PENNANT: A triangular or irregular piece of fabric or other material, commonly attached in strings or 
strands, or supported on small poles intended to flap in the wind.

PERMANENT SIGN: A sign attached or affixed to a building, window, or structure, or to the ground in a 
manner that enables the sign to resist environmental loads, such as wind, and that precludes ready removal 
or movement of the sign and whose intended use appears to be indefinite.

PERSONAL EXPRESSION SIGN: An on-premises non-illuminated sign that expresses a noncommercial 
message.

REFLECTIVE SIGN: A sign containing any material or device which has the effect of intensifying reflected 
light.

PROJECTING SIGN: A sign mounted on a building wall or fascia in such a manner that one or more copy 
areas are not parallel to the building wall.

ROOF SIGN: Any sign that extends above the parapet wall or above the peak of the principal roofline on a 
building with a sloping roof.

SANDWICH BOARD SIGN: A type of temporary sign consisting of two faces connected and hinged at the top 
and whose message is targeted to pedestrians (Also known as A-frame sign)

SCOREBOARD: A sign contained within an athletic venue and intended solely to provide information to the 
attendees of an athletic event. The sign may contain commercial messaging.

SECURITY SIGN: An on-premises sign regulating the use of the premises, such as a "no trespassing," "no 
hunting," or "no soliciting" sign. (Also known as warning sign)

SHIELDED: The description of a luminaire from which no direct glare is visible at normal viewing angles, by 
virtue of its being properly aimed, oriented, and located and properly fitted with such devices as shields, 
barn doors, baffles, louvers, skirts, or visors.

SIGN: A Name, identification, description, display or illustration, which is affixed to, painted or represented 
directly or indirectly upon a building, or other outdoor surface which directs attention to or is designed 
or intended to direct attention to the sign face or to an object, product, place, activity, person, institution, 
organization or business. Signs located completely within an enclosed building and not exposed to view 
from a street, must not be considered a sign. Each display surface of a sign or sign face must be considered 
to be a sign.

SIGN FACE: The part of the sign that is or can be used for the sign area. The sign area could be smaller than the 
sign face.

SNIPE SIGN: A sign tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, or otherwise attached to trees, poles, stakes, fences, 
public benches, streetlights, or other objects, or placed on any public property or in the public right-of-way 
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or on any private property without the permission of the property owner. (Also known as bandit sign)
STOREFRONT: The exterior facade of a building housing a commercial use visible from a street, sidewalk, 

or other pedestrian way accessible to the public and containing the primary entrance to the commercial 
establishment.

STREAMERS: A display made of lightweight, flexible materials, consisting of long, narrow, wavy strips hung 
individually or in a series, with or without a logo or advertising message printed or painted on them and 
typically designed to move in the wind.

STREET FRONTAGE: The side or sides of a lot abutting on a public street or right-of-way.
STREET POLE BANNER: A banner suspended above a public sidewalk and attached to a single street pole. 

These signs shall not contain any commercial advertising.
TEMPORARY SIGN: A banner, pennant, poster or advertising display constructed of paper, cloth, canvas, 

plastic sheet, cardboard, wallboard, plywood or other like materials and is intended to be displayed for a 
limited period of time. Any sign designed or intended to be readily relocated. The term includes signs on 
wheels or on portable structures, tent signs, A-frame signs and similar devices and any sign not secured or 
securely affixed to the ground or a permanent structure.

TRI-VISION BOARDS: An outdoor unit with a slatted face that allows three different copy messages to 
revolve at intermittent intervals.

VEHICULAR SIGN: A sign affixed to a vehicle in such a manner that the sign is used primarily as a 
stationary advertisement for the business on which the vehicle sits or is otherwise not incidental 
to the vehicle's primary purpose. The vehicle will be considered a sign if it does not have a valid 
registration or if the vehicle projects beyond the manufacturers profile. Professional wraps or 
vehicles used as a common part of the business will not be considered vehicular signs.

VENDING MACHINE SIGN: A sign displayed on a vending machine indicating the name of the product being 
sold and/or the price of such product.

WALL SIGN: A building-mounted sign which is either attached to, displayed on, or painted on an exterior wall 
in a manner parallel with the wall surface. A sign installed on a false or mansard roof is also considered a 
wall sign. (Also known as: fascia sign, parallel wall sign, or band sign)

WINDOW SIGN: Any sign that is applied, painted, or affixed to a window, or placed inside a window, within 
three (3) feet of the glass, facing the outside of the building, and easily seen from the outside. Customary 
displays of merchandise or objects and material without lettering behind a store window are not 
considered signs.

Section 603 - General Provisions.
It shall be illegal for a sign to be placed in Horry County except as provided in this article.
A.	 TRAFFIC HAZARDS AND SIGN ILLUMINATION:

1.	 No flood lights shall be utilized as a part of a sign illumination system which are not hooded or 
shielded so that the light source is not visible from any public right-of-way or adjacent property 
nor shall any sign otherwise reflect or emit a glaring light so as to impair driver vision.

2.	 No sign illumination system shall contain or utilize any beacon, spot, search or stroboscopic 
light or reflector which is visible from any public right-of-way or adjacent property, nor shall 
such lights be operated outside, under any circumstances, except by authorized public agencies. 
No more than one (1) foot-candle of light shall be detectable at the boundary of any abutting 
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property.
3.	 Illuminated signs or sign lighting devices shall employ only lights emitting a light of constant 

intensity and no sign shall be illuminated by or contain flashing, intermittent or moving light or 
lights unless permitted under the allowance for full animation signs as permitted by this overlay.

4.	 No sign shall be animated unless otherwise provided for in this ordinance.
B.	 DESIGN STANDARDS:

1.	 All signs shall be constructed of durable materials and designed to meet all applicable 
requirements of the adopted Building Code.

2.	 A freestanding sign may contain a sign or signs on one (1) side only or it may be a v-shaped 
structure or one containing signs back-to-back. A free-standing sign shall not have more than 2 
sides.

3.	 No freestanding sign may be located in a required parking space; however, it may cantilever over 
a required parking space if the sign portion over the space is greater than 15 feet above grade of 
the space.

4.	  Except as otherwise provided, all signs shall be constructed to withstand the wind pressure as 
designated in the adopted Building Code.

5.	 Except as otherwise provided, all signs shall be permanently anchored or affixed and 
constructed as required in the adopted Building Code.

6.	 SIGN LOCATION.
a.	 All freestanding signs shall be erected at least ten (10) feet from any side or rear property 

line. The sign shall be located outside all clear site triangles and a minimum of ten (10) feet 
from the edge of the travel way. No sign shall be placed in such a position as to endanger 
pedestrians, bicyclists, or traffic on a street by obscuring the view or by interfering with 
official street signs or signals by virtue of position or color.

b.	 Minimum separation for all onsite freestanding signs shall be at least two hundred (200) 
linear feet.

7.	 SIGNS IN DISREPAIR AND UNSAFE SIGNS:
a.	 All signs, together with all their supports, braces, guys and anchors shall be kept in good 

repair and perpetually maintained in safe condition, free from deterioration, defective or 
missing parts or peeling or faded paint and able to withstand the required wind pressure. 
Any sign not in compliance with this provision is hereby declared to be a nuisance.

b.	 If a sign is deemed unsafe by the Zoning Administrator or the Building Official, notification 
shall be made to the sign owner and/or property owner in writing that the unsafe conditions 
must be corrected within thirty (30) days or action shall be initiated to have the sign 
removed at the property owner's expense.

c.	 In the event that a sign is damaged in excess of fifty (50) percent of its construction value or 
original structural configuration, the sign may only be repaired or replaced in conformity 
with this article. This excludes sign faces that are not an integral part of the structure.

d.	 Except as otherwise provided, no existing sign which fails to meet the standards of this 
article shall be enlarged or replaced.	
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C.	 DIGITAL SIGN STANDARDS:
1.	 BRIGHTNESS:
Digital displays are subject to the following brightness limits:

a.	 1,000 nits at night. If sign is within 200 feet of residential (zone or use) the sign must be 
directed away from the residential zone or it may be reduced to 250 nits brightness at night.

b.	 Each sign must have a light sensing device that will automatically adjust the brightness of 
the display as the natural ambient light conditions change. (Permit application must include 
details from the manufacturer of sign indicating that the sign will automatically dim at 
night)

2.	 ANIMATION AND/OR DURATION:
a.	 No sign on a parcel with less 300 lf of frontage shall be animated.
b.	 No digital shall be animated except for ten (10) percent of total allowable area in the 

Highway Commercial (HC) District and twenty (20) percent on signs in the Amusement 
Commercial (AC) District.

c.	 Each message or copy must remain static or fixed for at least eight (8) seconds. The 
transition between messages and/or copy shall change instantly (e.g., no fade-out or fade-
in). The sign shall contain a default design which shall freeze the sign message in one 
position if a malfunction should occur.

3.	 AREA:
a.	 When used as an on-premises sign, digital signs shall not exceed 50% of the allowable sign 

area,
b.	 When used as an off-premises sign, message center signs may be used for the full permitted 

sign area.	
4.	 MAXIMUM NUMBER:
Where permitted, one (1) digital sign is permitted per street frontage, up to a maximum of two (2) 
digital freestanding signs per property.	

5.	 CONVERSION:
Conversion of an existing or any portion of an existing non-digital sign to a digital shall require the 
issuance of a permit.

Section 604 - Prohibited Signs.
A.	 Roof signs.
B.	 Signs painted or attached to trees, fences, or fence posts, telephone or utility poles or signs attached 

to rocks or other natural features.
C.	 Any commercial identification or advertising signs on benches and refuse containers intended to be 

viewed from a public way.
D.	 Any sign located or designed so as to intentionally or effectively deny an adjoining property owner 

reasonable visual access to an existing sign.
E.	 Vehicular sign.
F.	 Any sign which exhibits statements, words or pictures of an obscene or pornographic nature.
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G.	 Animated signs unless specifically allowed by this ordinance.
H.	 Signs attached to or painted on piers, seawalls or bulkheads for the purpose of advertising as 

opposed to reasonable identification. Signs on buildings located on piers shall not be prohibited, but 
shall conform to the other provisions of this article.

I.	 Abandoned sign.
J.	 Flashing signs.
K.	 Snipe signs.
L.	 Mechanical movement signs, including revolving signs.
M.	 Pennant strings and streamers.
N.	 Inflatable devices or balloon signs, with the exception of balloon used in temporary, noncommercial 

situations.
O.	 Any signs that imitate, resemble, interfere with, or obstruct official traffic lights, signs, or signals or 

may be confused with an official traffic sign, signal, or device or any other official sign or which uses 
the words, "stop," "warning," "danger," "caution" or similar words implying the existence of danger 
or need for stopping or maneuvering.

Section 605 - Signs for Which a Permit is Not Required.
A.	 On-site signs no higher than four (4) feet high in height nor greater than six (6) square feet in size. A 

maximum of one (1) such sign shall be allowed at each point of ingress or egress and located outside 
required site triangles.

B.	 Government, Official traffic signs or regulatory signs.
C.	 Flat mounted building signs smaller than four (4) square feet per building. Such signs may be 

mounted on the building, canopy or awning.
D.	 Personal expression signs of any type, including flags, provided that they do not exceed three (3) sq. 

ft. in area per side. There is no restriction on the number of personal expression signs permitted per 
property.

E.	 WINDOW SIGNS.
1.	 No more than eight (8) total signs or pieces of information.
2.	 Limited to 25% of the total glass area of the window.
3.	 Incidental window signs displaying pertinent business information such as the business' hours 

of operation and credit cards accepted, shall be excluded from area calculations for window 
signs.

F.	 FLAGS.
1.	 Limited to three (3) total flags per location; unless associated with outdoor amusement uses.
2.	 Flags and pennants associated with legally existing or permitted outdoor amusement uses are 

not limited in number provided individual flags or pennants do not exceed fifteen (15) square 
feet in size.

3.	 Flags must be on permanent poles.
4.	 Flags must meet a 10-foot setback from all property line.
5.	 Feather flags count towards the temporary signage and not regulated under this provision.

G.	 COMMERCIAL PARKING LOT POLE BANNERS.
1.	 Must be attached to permanent light standards and set back no less than ten (10) feet from the 
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traveled portion of the road and do not encroach into a right-of-way.
2.	 The number of such flags/banners shall be limited to no more than one (1) per sixty (60) linear 

feet of road frontage.
3.	 Must be spaced a minimum of forty-five (45) feet apart.
4.	 No greater than thirty-two (32) square feet in size.
5.	 Flags/banners shall be properly maintained. They shall not be tattered or torn, nor faded to the 

extent the pattern or colors become indiscernible.
H.	 Vending machine sign.
I.	 Art and murals, provided such signs do not contain any commercial messaging.
J.	 Temporary signs in accordance with these regulations.

Section 606 - Application for Permit.
All applications for sign permits shall be made within the Horry County Planning and Zoning 
Department for review. The following information shall be submitted for a sign permit:

1.	 A completed sign permit application, building permit application and sign permit checklist.
2.	 A master site plan drawn to scale showing the proposed location of the new sign with respect to 

property lines and any buildings, parking areas and other improvements to the property. Also 
included must be the location and size of all existing signs on site. For off-site sign applications, 
all required separations also need to be documented on the plans.

3.	 A rendering of the proposed sign showing the size, shape, design, height, proposed illumination 
(if applicable) and type of sign to be erected.

4.	 Building signs should indicate the height, length and width of the proposed building façade on 
which the sign will be placed.

5.	 Information required by Code Enforcement to determine compliance with applicable building 
codes and wind load requirements.

6.	 Any other information, specifications, photographs, or the like deemed necessary by the 
building inspector or zoning administrator in order to assure compliance with county codes.

Section 607 - Sign Dimensional Computation.

A.	 SIGN AREA.
1.	 The area of a sign is measured by finding the area of the minimum imaginary box of vertical and 

horizontal lines which fully enclose all extremities of the sign including design features, words, 
copy, logos or message, excluding support bases, poles and covers.

2.	 Only one (1) side of a double-faced or V-shaped sign shall be counted in determining area when 
the interior angle formed by the faces is no greater than forty-five (45) degrees.

B.	 SIGN HEIGHT.
1.	 Height shall be measured as the distance from the highest portion of the sign to the mean 

finished grade of the street closest to the sign. In the case of a sign located greater than 100 feet 
from a public street, height shall be measured to the mean grade at the base of the sign.

2.	 Clearance for freestanding and projecting signs shall be measured as the smallest vertical 
distance between finished grade and the lowest point of the sign, including any framework or 
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other structural elements.
C.	 SIGN SPACING.

The spacing between sign structures shall be measured as a straight-line distance along the 
property line between the closest edges of each sign.

Section 608 - Signs Allowed in Specified Zoning Districts.

A.	 SIGNS ALLOWED IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS.
1.	 Developments are allowed two (2) entrance signs per entrance if signs are placed on the face of 

an entrance wall to said development. Such signs shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet per sign 
face and an aggregate area of one hundred (100) square feet per entrance, nor shall they exceed 
a height of ten (10) feet. If a double-faced sign is used without the entrance walls, only one (1) 
such sign is allowed per entrance. Developments that choose to use a boulevard entrance with 
a sign placed within a landscaped median shall only be permitted if such sign is protected by an 
six (6) inch raised curb and approval and/or encroachment permit is granted by engineering 
prior to submittal for a sign permit.

2.	 One (1) freestanding identification sign for lawful commercial uses provided it shall not exceed 
forty (40) square feet in area nor ten (10) feet in height. This does not include parcels that are 
primarily used for residential purposes.
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B.	 SIGNS ALLOWED IN COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS.	
1.	 ON SITE SIGNAGE ALLOWED.

SIGNAGE ALLOWED BY ROAD FRONTAGE 

TYPE OF PROPERTY LENGTH OF CORRIDOR 
FRONTAGE NUMBER 1 TYPE HEIGHT SIGN AREA 2, 5

Freestanding parcel Less than 100 feet 1 Ground 8 feet 

1 sq. ft. for 
each linear ft. 

of frontage

Freestanding parcel 100—199 feet 1 Ground 20 feet 

Freestanding parcel 200—399 feet 1 Freestanding 35 feet 

Freestanding parcel 

More than 400 feet or 
portion thereof up to 799 

feet 
2 

1 - Freestanding 
"primary" 50 feet 

1 - Freestanding 
"secondary" 25 feet 

Over 800 feet 1 
additional 

Freestanding 
"secondary" 25 feet 

Commercial Subdivision 
Development 3 

More than 400 feet or 
portion thereof up to 799 

feet 
2 

1 - Freestanding 
"primary" 50 feet 

1 - Freestanding 
"secondary" 25 feet 

Over 800 feet 1 
additional 

Freestanding 
"secondary" 25 feet 

Out-parcel that is part of 
a commercial subdivision 

development 4 
Less than 400 feet 1 per 

frontage Monument 8 feet 

Footnotes:

1. In no instance shall a site have more than three (3) freestanding signs. 

2. Maximum sign area per site shall be no greater than 750 sf. 

3. Signage for commercial subdivision developments, shall be calculated based on the total roadway frontage, along the road-
ways that the sign will face, that such development has inclusive of all out-parcels. 

4. Signage located on Outparcels of a commercial subdivision development shall not be counted towards the maximum sign 
area for the development. 

5. Collocated Signage Adjacent parcels and/or business can collocate signage on the same sign as long as the allowable height 
is not exceeded and the total square footage of signage for the combined developments is not exceeded. 
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2.	 BUILDING MOUNTED REQUIREMENTS.
a.	 Wall Signs. Shall not exceed fifteen (15) percent of the surface area of the wall storefront.
b.	 Canopy, Awning or Marquee Signs.

i.	 A canopy or awning without lettering or other advertising shall not be regulated as a 
sign.)

ii.	 Canopy or awning signs must be centered within or over architectural elements such as 
windows or doors.

iii.	 No awning or canopy sign shall be wider than the building wall or tenant space it 
identifies.

iv.	 Canopy and/or awning signs must meet the required building setbacks.
v.	 The lowest edge of the canopy or awning sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the 

finished grade.
c.	 Projecting Signs. The lowest edge of a projecting sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above 

the finished grade.	
3.	 INTERIOR PROJECT DIRECTIONAL SIGN.
Signs are authorized in all developments or planned subdivisions of land within any nonresidential 
zoning district subject to the following:

a.	 May not be located within 100 feet of an entrance to a project.
b.	 Maximum sign area not to exceed 32 sf.
c.	 Maximum sign height shall not exceed 8 feet.
d.	 No setback from the right-of-way.
e.	 Can be located within an easement on nonresidential property within the project.
f.	 Can be located within a private right-of-way/easement. Cannot be located within a public 

right-of-way.
g.	 Must not be located in such a manner as to block visibility of adjacent signage or any 

required sight triangles.
h.	 Only 1 sign located at each internal intersection within the project.

Section 609 - Off-Premises Signs.

A.	 ZONING DISTRICT, OFF-PREMISE SIGNS ARE ALLOWED ONLY WITHIN THE FOLLOWING 
ZONING DISTRICT(S):
1.	 Forest/Agriculture (FA) and Commercial Forest Agriculture (CFA).
2.	 Highway Commercial (HC).
3.	 Amusement Commercial (AC).
4.	 Limited Industrial (LI).
5.	 Heavy Industrial (HI).
6.	 Reserved.
7.	 Office/Professional/Institutional (OPI).
8.	 PUD's containing the zoning districts listed above.
9.	 Resort Commercial (RC).
10.	Commercial Recreation (CR).
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11.	Retailing and Commercial Services (RSC).
12.	Transportation Related Services (TRS).

B.	 SPACING.
Spacing between off-premise signs shall be measured linearly on the same side of the road. Off- premise 
signs shall meet the following spaces requirements:

1.	 One thousand two hundred (1,200) feet apart in Highway Commercial (HC), Amusement 
Commercial (AC), Limited Industrial (LI), Heavy Industrial (HI), Office/Professional (OPI), 
PUD's, Resort Commercial (RC), Commercial Recreation (CR), Retailing and Commercial Services 
(RSC), and Transportation Related Services (TRS) containing these zoning districts, unless 
otherwise restricted within this article.

2.	 One thousand eight hundred (1,800) feet apart in Forest/Agriculture (FA) and Commercial 
Forest Agriculture (CFA) zoning districts, unless otherwise restricted within this article.

3.	 No portion of any off-premise sign shall be located within one thousand (1,000) feet from the 
centerlines of the Carolina Bays Parkway, Veterans Hwy 22 Grissom Parkway, Robert Edge 
Parkway, or International Drive. No portion of any off-premise sign shall be located within five 
hundred (500) feet from the nearest point of the beginning or ending of pavement widening at 
the exit from or entrance to Carolina Bays Parkway or Veteran Hwy 22.

4.	 No off-premise sign shall be located nearer than three hundred (300) feet from the property line 
of a church or place of worship, a cemetery, a public or private school, or a public park.

5.	 No off-premise sign shall be located nearer than one hundred (100) feet to a signalized 
intersection of two (2) or more streets. The distance is measured from the closest signal head or 
span wire.

6.	 No off-premise sign shall be located nearer than six hundred (600) feet, measured linearly 
following the road, to an elevated bridge abutment.

7.	 Where state and federal standards are more stringent, those standards shall govern.
8.	 In zoning districts that allow off-premise signs, there must be a legally permitted commercial 

structure within six hundred (600) feet measured in a radius from the center point of the 
proposed sign location or as regulated by current SCDOT or federal governmental requirements.

C.	 SIZE, HEIGHT, AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS.
1.	 The size of an off-premise sign shall not exceed four hundred (400) square feet of sign surface. 

Cutouts may be added but may not increase the size of the sign by more than forty (40) square 
feet.

2.	 Off-premise signs shall not exceed fifty (50) in height, measured from the highest part of the 
sign, including its supporting structure and the crown of the adjacent roadway.

3.	 Stacking or triangulating sign faces shall not be permitted. Off premise signs may only be back to 
back or "V" shaped no more than forty-five (45) degrees.

4.	 The minimum height of any off-premise sign face over two hundred (200) square feet in area 
shall not be less than twenty-five (25) feet measured from the lowest part of any sign face and 
the crown of the adjacent roadway.

5.	 Off-premise signs shall be set back ten (10) feet from all property lines as measured from the 
leading edge of the sign.
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6.	 A permitted off-premise sign may not use any sign face for on premise advertising.

Section 610 - Temporary Signage Restrictions.

A.	 TEMPORARY WALL BANNERS SHALL BE ALLOWED AS FOLLOWS:
1.	 A maximum of two (2) temporary wall banners shall be allowed upon a site that has a single 

tenant or one (1) temporary wall banner per tenant in a commercial center.
2.	 The temporary wall banners are attached to permitted commercial building. Banners attached 

to utility poles or hung between post set into the ground for the purposes of displaying signage 
shall be considered temporary ground signs and have to meet the standards below.

3.	 The temporary wall banner's advertising area when combined with other signage on the site 
does not result in more that fifteen (15) percent of the wall area being covered.

B.	 TEMPORARY GROUND SIGNS SHALL BE ALLOWED SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING:
1.	 Limited to one (1) temporary ground sign.
2.	 Signs shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height or thirty-two (32) square feet in size on parcels 

with a legally existing nonresidential use or on any property which has received construction 
plan approval for development or up to six (6) square feet on existing single family lots of 
record.

3.	 The temporary ground sign cannot be used if it would result in the total amount of signage 
exceeding what is allowable for that district.

4.	 Temporary ground signs of any type shall be outside of the road rights-of-way and setback from 
side and rear property lines by no less than five (5) feet and located outside of required site 
triangles.

5.	 All allowed temporary ground signs shall be removed, relocated or disassembled when it is 
determined by the zoning administrator or designee that a dangerous condition exists.

Section 611 - Enforcement, Penalties and Remedies.
The zoning administrator or designated agent shall have the right to remove signs placed within any 
street or highway right-of-way without notice to the owners.

Section 612 - Nonconforming Signs.
Signs that were legally in existence and lawfully conforming with the Ordinance prior to the effective 
date of the ordinance from which this section was derived and which, after adoption of this section, do 
not conform are considered legal nonconforming subject to the following:
A.	 TERMINATION BY NEGLECT.
Any sign exhibiting conditions of neglect and left in a state of disrepair for a continuous period 
exceeding six (6) months shall be removed. Replacement of said sign is not required, however if replaced 
the new sign shall conform to the requirements established herein.
B.	 MAINTENANCE.
Ordinary maintenance of the exempted sign shall be continued in order to ensure such signs are 
maintained in a structurally sound condition, with a neat appearance and in a generally good state 
of repair. Ordinary maintenance may include replacements of supports with different materials or 
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design than the previous supports provided the replaced supports are not enlarged. Nothing in this 
division shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe condition of any portion of an exempted 
sign declared unsafe by a code enforcement officer or building inspector provided that any such 
improvement does not exceed fifty percent (50%) of its construction value or original structural 
configuration. For purposes of this subsection, the replacement of individual tenant name panels on a 
multi-tenant center sign shall not constitute an alteration or modification.
C.	 ALTERATION.

1.	 No legal nonconforming sign shall be expanded, moved, modified or altered in any manner that 
would increase the degree of its nonconformity.

2.	 A lawfully existing non-conforming on-site sign may be altered with the removal of another 
lawfully existing nonconforming on-site sign located on the property where the alteration is 
occurring.

3.	 A lawfully existing non-conforming off-premises sign may be altered with the removal of 
another lawfully existing nonconforming off-premises sign provided:
a.	 The signs that are to be removed or altered have to be under the same ownership.
b.	 The sign or signs to be removed are of the same or greater square footage as the sign or 

signs to be altered.
4.	 Replacing existing digital or manually changeable copy signage with digital signage shall be 

considered ordinary maintenance as long as the existing sign structure is capable of supporting 
the additional weight, the total signage size is not increased and the digital sign does meets all of 
the requirements of § 603.C. This will be required to be permitted.

5.	 Nonconforming sign discontinuance. Notwithstanding other provisions of this ordinance, 
nonconforming temporary signs, flags, banners and pennants, after the adoption of this 
ordinance shall be removed, altered, or otherwise made to conform with this ordinance within 
six (6) months. Notice shall be given by the Zoning Administrator or designated agent to the 
aforementioned nonconforming sign owners stating wherein they do not conform to said 
ordinance and stating the date that the nonconforming sign must either comply or cease to exist. 
The date that the nonconforming sign must either comply or cease to exist shall be measured 
from the date of adoption of this ordinance and shall be observed regardless of whether notice 
of nonconformity is given by the Zoning Department or received by the affected owner.
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Section 700 - Intent/Purpose.
The purpose of this article is to provide for the orderly and uniform provision of motorized and non-
motorized vehicle parking facilities as applied to various land uses developed in the unincorporated 
sections of Horry County.

Section 701 - General Provisions.

A.	 ACCEPTABLE PARKING SURFACES.
Required off-street parking and drive aisles shall be improved to a dust free surface (asphalt, 
concrete, pavers, stone). Alternative parking surfaces shall require review and approval of the Zoning 
Administrator or his/her designee.
B.	 BAY DOORS AND INDOOR PARKING.
Uses and buildings featuring roll up bay doors for vehicular ingress/egress may count each door as a 
required parking space. Additionally, indoor parking, used to meet the minimum parking standards, shall 
use the same dimensions as established in § 702 provided a parking plan is reviewed and approved by 
the zoning administrator or his/her designee.
C.	 CHANGE OF USE OR EXPANSION.

1.	 Nothing in this article shall require the furnishing of additional parking spaces for existing 
buildings which are not enlarged or changed to a new use.

2.	 When there is a change to a use which has a greater parking requirement than the previous use, 
the minimum off-street parking requirement in accordance with the provisions of this article 
shall be provided according to the requirements for the new use.

3.	 When an existing structure is expanded or enlarged, the minimum off-street parking 
requirements in accordance with the provisions of this article shall only be required to be 
provided for the area or capacity of such expansion or enlargement. However, compliance 
with the minimum off-street parking requirements shall not be required for the expansion or 
enlargement when such expansion or enlargement is to provide an accessibility improvement.

D.	  COMPACT CAR PARKING.
Spaces provided for compact cars may constitute a maximum of ten (10) percent of the required. All 
compact parking spaces shall use signage per § 703.
E.	 FLEET VEHICLE STORAGE.
Required parking shall not be used for fleet vehicle parking and storage unless the required parking is 
located to the rear of the primary building.

article vii. parking regulations
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F.	 MANEUVERING ROOM.
Maneuvering space for off-street parking shall be located on the lot upon which parking is provided. 
Individual driveways to for single-family residential units on an existing public paved road shall include 
sufficient turnaround space (min. 10’x10’) of similar material to eliminate backing onto the roadway. 
Individual driveways to single-family residential units within a major residential subdivision shall be 
exempt. 
(Ord. No. 139-2022, §7, 1-24-2023)
G.	 MAXIMUM PARKING.
A use requiring fifty (50) or more parking spaces shall not exceed 125 percent of the minimum required 
parking unless pervious surfaces as defined herein are incorporated.
H.	 MINIMUM PARKING.
All uses (except single-family residential and mail kiosks) shall have a minimum four (4) parking spaces 
unless otherwise stipulated in § 704.
I.	 NEW AND USED VEHICLE DISPLAY LOTS.
Businesses engaged in buying, selling or trading new and used vehicles (automobiles, motorcycles, 
mopeds, recreational vehicles, camping trailers, golf carts, boats) shall not use vehicle display areas 
for customer or employee parking. Additionally, required parking shall not be used to store vehicles 
overnight for any purpose.
J.	 OFF-SITE PARKING.
Off-site parking for residential uses shall be located in common area directly adjacent to the use.
Maneuvering room shall be located internal to the project and outside of all right-of-ways. Off-site 
parking for commercial uses shall meet the requirements of §701.S. Off-site parking approved prior to 
this ordinance shall be considered legal and conforming with the standards herein. 
(Ord. No. 97-2023, §7, 9-19-2023)
K.	 PASSENGER LOADING/UNLOADING.
Areas designated for passenger loading and unloading shall count towards the minimum parking 
required herein provided an acceptable drive aisle as defined is maintained.
L.	 PARKING DELINEATION.
All required parking spaces shall be delineated. Spaces may be delineated on a paved surface by 
pavement markings while on an acceptable dust free surface wheel stops shall be used. Compact 
parking and handicap accessible spaces in all instances shall require signage per § 703, below.
M.	PERVIOUS SURFACES.
Parking spaces utilizing pervious materials shall be limited to pervious concrete or pavers overlaid on 
top of an approved drainage design. In no instance shall base material, milled asphalt or crushed stone 
be considered pervious.
N.	 PHASED DEVELOPMENTS.
Each phase of a multi-phase development shall meet all applicable parking standards established in this 
article prior to initiation of the next phase.
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O.	 SQUARE FEET.
Measured as gross floor area for purposes of calculating required minimum parking herein.
P.	 USE OF OFF-STREET PARKING.
Required parking spaces shall not be used for the display of merchandise, seasonal or otherwise, or for 
the purpose of advertisement by means of permanent or temporary signage, banners and flags.
Q.	 USE OF STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY.
In no instance shall a right-of-way or access easement be used to meet the minimum off-street parking 
requirement of this ordinance.
R.	 VEHICLE STACKING SPACES.
Off-street stacking shall be provided in accordance with Table 1 below. The following requirements 
shall be met.

1.	 Stacking spaces are measured as eight by twenty (8' x 20') feet.
2.	 Stacking spaces may not impede on or off-site traffic movements or movements into or out of 

off- street parking spaces.
3.	 Stacking spaces must be separated from other internal driveways and aisles.
4.	 Fifty (50) percent of stacking spaces may count as required parking for the use.

TABLE 1: STACKING REQUIREMENTS 

USE TYPE MINIMUM SPACES MEASURED FROM 

Bank teller lane 3 Teller window 
Automated teller machine 3 ATM 

Restaurant drivethru 10 Pickup window 
Car wash stall 5 Entrance 

Car wash stall, selfservice/automatic 
per bay 1 Entrance 

Dry cleaning service 3 Pickup window 

Gasoline pump island (per dispenser) 1 Pump island 

Prescription services 4 Pickup window 
Vehicle quick service 1 Bay door 

Ice machine 2 Dispenser 

S.	 SHARED PARKING.
It is the intent of this subsection to provide opportunities for commercial uses to establish shared 
parking to meet the off-street parking requirements of §704. Shared parking may allow up to 50% of 
the required parking to be located off-site provided the following provisions are met:	

1.	 LOCATION
A.	 Adjacent:
If the shared parking is adjacent to the use it will serve a cross access for two-way traffic will be 
required.
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B.	 Nonadjacent:
If the shared parking is not adjacent to the use, an improved pedestrian access to the 
commercial use it serves must be provided. The off-site parking area shall be located across no 
more than two (2) lanes of through traffic, and no more than 400 feet from the use it will serve, 
measured by pedestrian access distance from property line to property line. If the parking is 
located across the street from the use a crossing through the form of a crosswalk or a signalized 
intersection must be utilized.

Non-adjacent shared parking that is unable to meet the requirement stated above may be 
established if a shuttle service (excluding rideshare) is provided to and from the establishments 
utilizing the shared parking. Non-adjacent shared parking utilizing the shuttle service shall be 
no further than ½ mile from the site being served.

When the shared parking is not adjacent to the use it serves, shared parking signage shall be 
provided at each site location to direct the public to the shared parking spaces. Shared parking 
signage shall meet the requirements of §605. A.

2.	 SITE PLAN
The applicant must provide a commercial site plan which shows all parcels and parking areas 
involved in the shared parking agreement. The site plan shall indicate all uses and the required 
parking for each. Total shared parks shall meet the minimum parking requirements for all uses, and 
all required handicapped parking shall be located on the site which it serves. Any improvements 
within a public right-of-way will require an encroachment permit. For non-adjacent parking the site 
plan should include, when applicable, the following additional items:

a.	 Improved pedestrian access, including the crossing if applicable; and
b.	 Shared parking signage for each site; and
c.	 If a shuttle service is provided it must be noted on the site plan.

3.	 SHARED PARKING AGREEMENT
A shared parking plan shall be enforced through a written agreement among all property owners of 
record. A notarized copy of the agreement between the owners of record shall be recorded prior to 
issuance of zoning compliance.

A shared parking agreement shall only be revoked if all required off-site parking spaces are 
provided on-site or an alternative shared parking agreement is supplied which provides the 
required parking. 
(Ord. No. 97-2023, §7, 9-19-2023)

Section 702 - Parking Design Criteria.

A.	 ANGLED PARKING.
Parking stalls intended for standard size cars shall be a minimum of 9' x 19'. Compact car stalls shall be 
a minimum size of 7' x 15'. Parking stalls for tour buses shall be a minimum size of 10' x 45'. All angled 
parking stalls shall be provided with the minimum aisle width specified below depending on their 
angle of entry. The width is designed to accommodate traffic flow within the parking area and allow 
reasonable room for maneuvering in and out of parking stalls.
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PARKING ANGLE DIMENSIONS*

PARKING ANGLE STALL WIDTH STALL TO CURB AISLE WIDTH LENGTH PER 
CAR 

TWO ROW OF STALLS WITH 
ACCESS AISLE BETWEEN 

"A" "B" "C" "D" "E" "F" 
0° 9' 9' 12' 23' 30' 

20° 9' 15' 11' 26' 3" 41' 
30° 9' 17' 3" 11' 18' 46' 6" 
40° 9' 19' 1" 12' 14' 50' 2" 
45° 9' 19' 8" 13' 12' 7" 52' 6" 
50° 9' 20' 4" 16' 11' 7" 56' 8" 
60° 9' 21' 18' 10' 4" 60' 
70° 9' 21' 19' 9' 6" 61" 
80° 9' 20' 3" ** 22' 9' 1" 62' 3" 
90° 9' 19' ** 22' 9' 59' 

Footnotes: 

* Based on 19' stalls. 

** Two-way traffic circulation. 
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B.	 PARALLEL PARKING.
Parallel parking stalls for standard size cars shall have a minimum size of 9' x 23' and 8' x 19' for 
compact cars. Parallel parking stalls for tour buses shall have a minimum size of 9' x 50'. All parallel 
parking stalls shall have a minimum of twelve (12) feet for maneuvering space in one-way traffic and 
twenty-two (22) feet in two-way traffic.
C.	 HANDICAPPED PARKING.

1.	 Handicapped parking stalls shall be paved and have a minimum size of 13' x 19' or an eight-foot 
stall adjacent to a five-foot walkway. Two (2) handicapped spaces may share a common five-foot 
walkway. Such parking shall be in closest proximity to the building. Accessibility to buildings 
shall be provided from all handicapped parking to allow easy and unobstructed access.

Handicapped Parking

2.	 Van accessible parking stalls shall have a minimum size of 16' x 19' or an eight-foot stall 
adjacent to an eight-foot walkway. One (1) out of every eight (8) handicap parking spaces shall 
be van accessible.

Van Accessible Parking

3.	 Determination of the required number of handicapped spaces shall be made in accordance with 
the following chart:
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TOTAL # OF SPACES IN LOT REQUIRED HANDICAPPED SPACES 
Up to 25 1 
26 to 50 2 
51 to 75 3 

76 to 100 4 
101 to 150 5 
151 to 200 6 
201 to 300 7 
301 to 400 8 
401 to 500 9 

501 to 1,000 2% of total spaces 
Over 1,000 20 plus 1 for each 100 over 1,000 

Section 703 - Signage.

A.	 COMPACT PARKING.
When three (3) or more spaces are located together, two (2) compact automobile signs will be required. 
One (1) sign shall be located at the left corner of the first space, and the right-hand corner of the last 
space. Each sign shall read "Compact Cars Only," with a directional arrow delineating the spaces. Single 
spaces will require one (1) sign at each space.

1.	 Sign dimensions:
a.	 4'0"
b.	 ¼"
c.	 8"
d.	 2" centered

2.	 Color: White (reflective) on brown background.
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B.	 HANDICAPPED PARKING.
Each parking space shall display one (1) handicapped parking sign (International Symbol of Access) 
and the parking surface shall be identified with the handicapped parking symbol and pavement 
striping. Such sign shall be located four (4) feet on center from the wheel stop.

1.	 Sign dimensions:
a.	 4'0"
b.	 ¼"
c.	 8"
d.	 1"
e.	 6"
f.	 3/8"

2.	 Color: White (reflective) on blue background, or without border, blue on white background.

C.	 ONE-WAY DRIVE AISLES.
Access to parking provided via one-way drive aisles shall be posted with "Begin One Way" at the 
entrance to the drive aisle and "End One Way" at the exit to the drive aisle. Signs shall measure 24" x 
30". The top of the sign shall measure 4' from the adjacent finished grade. Color shall be black lettering 
on a white (reflective) background.
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Section 704 - Off-Street Parking Requirements Per Land Use.

USE GROUP SPACES REQUIRED 

Residential:
Single Family:

Single family, Mobile homes, duplexes 2 per unit 

Multifamily: 

Apartments; townhouses; condominiums; timeshares 

1 per unit—Efficiencies and one bedroom 
1.5 per unit—Two bedrooms 
2 per unit—Three bedrooms 
0.5 per each additional bedroom above 3 
1 per 5 units—Additional parking (except timeshares) 

Lodging & Transient Accomodations:

Condotels 

Same as multi-family residential for living units 
1 per 3 employees on largest shift 
1 per 350 square feet of gross floor space for meeting or 
banquet rooms 
50% of spaces otherwise required for accessory uses—
Restaurants, lounges 

Hotels, motels 

1 per room or suite 
1 per every 5 rooms or fraction 
1 per 3 patrons of maximum capacity of each meeting or 
banquet room 
50% of spaces otherwise required for accessory uses—
Restaurants, lounges 

Fraternity/sorority houses; student residence halls, student 
apartments 

1 per unit—Efficiencies 
1.5 per unit—One bedroom 
2.5 per unit two bedrooms 
1 per additional bedroom 
1 per 5 units—Additional parking 

Group dwellings; boarding houses 1 per bedroom or sleeping room 

RV Parks; campgrounds; recreational rental 1.5 per RV site or dwelling unit 
1 per employee 

Commercial:

Commercial Agricultural Use 1 per 250 gross retail area 
1 per employee on largest shift 

Commercial Recreational Uses 1 space per 4 patrons 
1 space per 2 employees on largest shift 

Banks 1 space per employee on largest shift 
1 space per 150 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Beauty parlors; barber shops 1 space per employee 
2 spaces per chair 
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USE GROUP SPACES REQUIRED 

Bingo Hall 1 per 150 square feet 

Funeral home 1 space per 4 chapel seats 
1 space per funeral vehicle 

Grocery or supermarket 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Retail 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

High bulk retail including furniture and appliance 
stores 1 space per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Office uses 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Outdoor theater 1 space per 3 patrons at maximum capacity 

Repair services 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Restaurant 1 space per 100 square feet 

Road Service 4 space per rack or bay 
1 space per employee on largest shift 

Shopping Center - With Less Than 50% of Gross Floor Area Used as Restaurant Use

Up to 300,000 sq. ft. of GFA 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

300,000 up to 500,000 sq. ft. of GFA Add 1 space per 200 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Over 500,000 sq. ft. of GFA 
Add 1 space per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area; 5% of total 
required parking can be in a reserved area to be improved if all 
required parking is necessary. 

Taxi, limousine, transport service 1 space per 300 square feet 
1 space per licensed fleet vehicle stored overnight 

Theaters and auditoriums, event center, sports park, 
concert hall 

1 space per 3 seats—Fixed seating 
1 space per 150 sq. ft. of gross floor area—No fixed seating 

Theaters within a shopping center with an equal or 
greater amount of retail area and shared common 
parking 

1 space per 5 seats 

Vehicle sales and services 1 space per 300 sq. ft. 
1 space per employee 

Lounges, nightclubs 1 space per 100 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 

Indoor/Outdoor Recreational:

Community/recreation center
1 space per employee
1 space per 4 seats or
1 space per 50 sq. ft of useable seating area
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USE GROUP SPACES REQUIRED 

Gym 1 space per 400 sq. ft. of gross floor area

Swimming facility 1 space per 75 sq. ft. of gross water area 
1 space per employee 

Outdoor recreational 1 space per 4 patrons at maximum capacity 

Golf courses 
5 spaces per hole 
1 space per employee on largest shift 
50% of spaces normally required for accessory uses 

Golf, par three 40 spaces per 9 holes 
1 space per employee on largest shift 

Golf driving range, batting cages, firearm range 1 space per tee 
1 space per employee 

Miniature golf 2 spaces per hole 
1 space per employee on largest shift 

Tennis, bocce ball, racquetball, handball courts 4 spaces per court 

Basketball court, soccer, baseball, lacrosse, football field 20 spaces per court/field 

Bowling alley 
1 space per employee on largest shift 
5 spaces per lane 
1 space per 150 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Arcades, billiard parlors 1 space per 200 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Skating rink, ice rink 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

Riding stables 1 space per 3 stalls 
1 space per employee on largest shift 

Marina, marina with landing 3 spaces per 4 slips 
10% of spaces large enough for cars with boat trailers 

Tours (boats, vehicle) 
1 per 3 seats (COI or vehicle capacity) 
1 per crew member 
1 per jet ski/moped 

Industrial/Warehousing:

Heavy industrial 1 space per company vehicle left on-premises 

Extraction uses 1 space per employee on largest shift 

Light industrial 1 space per vehicle stored on site 
1 space per 2 employees on largest shift 

Warehouse 1 space per 4,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
1 space per 2 employees on largest shift 
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USE GROUP SPACES REQUIRED 

Mini-warehouse 1 space per 50 storage cubicles 
4 spaces per manager's residence or office 

Truck terminal 1 space per employee 
1 space per truck parked on site 

Junkyards 1 space per 10,000 sq. ft. of gross land area 
1 space per employee on largest shift 

Tradeshops 1 space per 2,000 sq. ft of gross floor area 
1 space per employee (minimum 3) 

Mixed Industrial Use Multiple Industrial and/or 
Commercial Uses located within a single building or on 
the same parcel of land. When more than 50% of the gross 
floor area is used by restaurant, retail or office the parking 
spaces required shall equal the sum of the requirements of 
the various uses computed separately 

1 space per 1,000 square feet of gross floor area up to 
20,000 square feet, plus 1 space per 2,000 square feet in 
excess of 20,000 square feet 

Schools/Camps:

School, commercial and trade 
1 space per 2 students 
1 space per employee (teachers) at capacity class 
attendance period 

College 

1 space per staff member 
1 space per classroom 
1 space per 2 students during largest class period 
1 space per 100 sq. ft. of main auditorium floor space 

Senior high 

1 space per teacher and staff member 
1 space per classroom 
1 space per 100 sq. ft. of main auditorium floor space 
1 space per 5 nonbused students 

Schools, elementary and junior high 1 space per teacher and staff member 
1 space per 2 classrooms 

Day or nursery school 1 space per teacher and employee 
1 space per 6 children 

Camps, day or youth 1 space per employee 
1 space per camp vehicle left on property 

Medical:

Hospital 1 space per doctor and each 2 employees on largest shift 

Nursing homes 
1 space per 6 patient beds 
1 space per employee on largest shift 
1 space per staff member and visiting doctor 

Medical offices, clinic, rehabilitation, physical therapy, 
dental, optometry 5 per treatment room 

Veterinary office 5 spaces per doctor 
1 space per employee 

Institutional:

Public service 1 space per employee on largest shift 
1 space per vehicle stored on site 
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USE GROUP SPACES REQUIRED 

Libraries or museums 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
1 space per employee 

Church, synagogue, mosque 1 space per 4 seats in main assembly room 
Each 24" of pew space shall count as a seat 

Monasteries, convents 
1 space per 6 residents 
1 space per employee 
1 space per 5 chapel seats (if possible) 

Cemetery 2 spaces per gross acre 
1 space per employee 

Mail kiosks 

17—50 units: 2 spaces 
51—80 units: 3 spaces 
81—100 units: 4 spaces 
101 units and above: 4 spaces plus 1 space per 50 additional 
units 

Unique Land Uses:
The minimum number of parking spaces required for a use not specifically mentioned in this section shall be for the most 
similar use listed herein as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 
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article viii. overlay zones

Section 800 - Establishment of Overlay Zones.
The following are overlay zones, which provide supplemental regulations to the underlying zoning 
districts to achieve particular development objectives:

Corridor Overlay Zones
Highway 501 Overlay Zone 
Highway 544 Overlay Zone 
Highway 707 Overlay Zone 
Burgess Area Overlay Zone 

Little River Overlay Zone 
Socastee Boulevard Overlay Zone 

Restaurant Row Overlay Zone 
Highway 17 Business South Overlay Zone 

South Kings Highway Overlay Zone 

Height Overlay Zones
Little River Height Overlay Zone 
Airport Environs Overlay Zone 

Other Overlay Zones 
Temporary Vending Overlay Zone 

Coastal Carolina University Neighborhood Overlay Zone 
Racepath Community Priority Investment Overlay Zone 

Garden City Overlay Zone 
Veteran’s Highway Overlay Zone 

Section 801 - Corridor Overlay General Provisions.
These provisions apply to all corridor overlays.
A.	 PURPOSE.
Corridor Overlay Zones are established to provide standards relative to accessibility, appearance 
and safety in the development of commercial, industrial, major residential subdivision, multi-family 
residential and office projects. Furthermore, the overlays provide a unified development that promotes 
a sense of place and provides opportunities to develop projects to be compatible with the carrying 
capacity of the corridor.
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B.	 APPLICABILITY.
The standards that follow shall be applicable to any development which is located partially or 
completely within the boundaries established within the boundaries section of the corridor overlay. 
The terms corridor and overlay are used interchangeably throughout these regulations. There may be 
additional standards listed below in the specific corridor overlay.

1.	 Any change of use that requires additional parking shall bring the entire parking lot into 
compliance with the parking lot standards of this overlay, including the landscaping.

2.	 Multi-family development existing at the time of adoption of this overlay shall only adhere to the 
sign standards. No other sections shall apply.

3.	 Single family is exempt, except for the Major residential subdivisions shall incorporate the 
perimeter landscaping, lighting, and signage requirements herein into the overall subdivision 
site design	

C.	 COST OF MODIFICATIONS.
a.	 Cost of modification shall be determined by the total permit value of all building permits 

over a rolling five (5) year time period.
b.	 Permit values where interior and exterior values are broken out, only the exterior portion 

of the permit value shall count towards the cost of the modification. If the values are not 
separated the whole value of the permit shall count towards the cost.
i.	 Expenses incurred for general maintenance and repair of water; sewer and electrical 

where no new expansion will occur does not count towards the cost of modification.
D.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.

1.	 BUILDINGS.
a.	 Roof.
Roof mounted mechanical equipment shall be enclosed or screened to ensure that such features 
are not visible from beyond the property. Enclosures and screening shall be compatible to the 
architectural style of the proposed building;

Roof drains shall allow runoff to the required foundation landscaping specified below unless it 
is determined to be infeasible by the Horry County Stormwater Department.
b.	 Materials.
No portion of a building, excluding the roof, or canopy support column which is visible off 
the property shall be treated with smooth-faced concrete block, tilt-up concrete panels or 
prefabricated steel panels. Materials suitable for treating visible facades include, but are not 
limited to, brick, glass, synthetic clapboard siding (vinyl, metal or wood), split-face decorative 
block, stone, hardiplank siding or cementitious siding, or stucco; brushed, stamped or polished 
aluminum panels.
c.	 Façade.
Blank or uninterrupted building facades visible from the corridor shall be designed in a manner 
that reduces the building mass by breaking the facade into smaller segments. Design techniques 
that include repetitive features or similar architectural elements may be utilized to accomplish 
this.
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2.	 LIGHTING.
These are general requirements; individual overlays may apply more restrictive requirements.

a.	 Luminary heights shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet except in the following cases:
b.	 If a luminary is within fifty (50) feet of a residentially zoned parcel, the height of the 

luminary shall be no greater than eighteen (18) feet. The fixture cannot be located within 
the buffer and light must be directed back into the site.

3.	 PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES.
a.	 At least one (1) internal pedestrian walkway with a minimum width of five (5) feet shall 

be provided from the primary building entrance to the public sidewalk system to provide 
a reasonable direct path for entrance/exit. In the case of corner lots, a connection shall be 
made to the sidewalk of both streets. If no public sidewalk system exists adjacent to the 
property then the pedestrian access shall be constructed up to the right-of-way.

b.	 Pedestrian pathways shall be constructed with asphalt, cement or other comparable 
material. All internal pedestrian walkways shall be distinguished from driving surface 
materials through the use of durable, low maintenance surface materials such as pavers, 
bricks, or scored/stamped concrete or asphalt to enhance pedestrian safety and comfort, as 
well as the attractiveness of the walkways (painted or striped crosswalks do not satisfy this 
requirement). Use of pervious materials is encouraged for pedestrian areas and facilities.

c.	 A speed table or textured surfaces creating a rumble effect shall be required at high volume 
pedestrian crossings (where use generates above 2,000 ADT's).

d.	 Pedestrian zones in front of commercial buildings, retail, commercial center and linear 
multi- entrance office. A pedestrian zone including sidewalks, landscape planters and 
amenities such as benches, fountains or public art shall be provided adjacent to the 
entrances of every retail or linear multi entrance office building in scale with the size of 
building. The width shall be no less than five (5) feet of walkable area. Said pedestrian 
zone can be located internal or external to the foundation landscaping requirement of this 
ordinance.	

4.	 SHIPPING/RECEIVING AREAS, & UTILITY LOCATION
a.	 Shipping docks shall locate such docks in the rear of the structure or within a shared service 

courtyard. Shared courtyards may be accessed from the front of the structure provided the 
entrance to such area is designed to blend into the architectural style of the structure and no 
docks are visible from the main corridor or adjacent parking areas.

b.	 Utility services shall be located underground when possible. If underground utility location 
is not possible, above grade utilities shall be located behind structures in a utility "alley" 
easement approved by the applicable utility authority.	

E.	 ACCESS MANAGEMENT.
To ensure that development within the overlay does not impact the carrying capacity or future 
improvement of the corridor, the following access management strategies shall be employed.

a.	 Parcels located at an intersection of the corridor and another improved public roadway 
shall only obtain access from the adjacent public roadway unless the parcel has adequate 
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corridor frontage and driveway spacing to meet the access management requirements of 
the regulatory agency which maintains the right of way.

b.	 Shared access to serve adjacent parcels abutting the corridor is required for new lots 
where there is less frontage than required to obtain a separate standalone access to the 
corridor.	

1.	 SHARED OR JOINT ACCESS.
Use of shared or joint access between two (2) or more properties is encouraged even for parcels 
that may meet the spacing and frontage requirement. Where a parcel uses such access the parking 
requirements for those adjacent uses may be reduced up to ten (10) percent for each business.	

2.	 CROSS ACCESS.
Cross-access easements shall be required on all parcels fronting the main corridor. A stub for future 
access shall be provided to all adjacent vacant land fronting the main corridor OR all adjacent 
vacant land zoned for commercial or multi-family uses.

a.	 Cross access ways shall allow for two-way traffic between parcels through the use of a single 
drive aisle with a minimum width of twenty-two (22) feet or one-way aisles each with a 
minimum width of eleven (11) feet.

b.	 The cross-access standard may be waived by the planning department if the applicant 
demonstrates it is impractical to provide access due to;
i.	 Topography and natural features.
ii.	 Size and configuration of the site.
iii.	 Vehicular safety factors.
iv.	 Existing development patterns on adjacent developed sites that make cross access 

impossible.
v.	 A cross access easement shall be recorded by the owner/developer prior to the issuance 

of zoning compliance.	
3.	 CHANGE IN USE.
Properties with access connections that do not meet the requirements of the overlay district shall 
be brought into compliance when required by the levels of modification table within this overlay 
or when there is a significant change in use of the property, including land, structures or facilities, 
resulting in an increase in the trip generation of the property exceeding twenty-five (25) percent 
(either peak hour or daily) and exceeding one hundred (100) vehicles per day.	

4.	 DRIVEWAY LOCATION AND DESIGN.
a.	 Driveways with more than one (1) entry and two (2) exit lane(s) shall incorporate above 

grade channelization features to separate the entry and exit sides of the driveway. Where 
above grade channelization impairs truck off tracking, said mechanism shall be setback 
from the right-of-way so as not to impede the necessary turning radius for safe truck 
off tracking.Driveways shall be designed with adequate on-site storage for entering and 
exiting vehicles to reduce unsafe conflicts with through traffic or on-site traffic and to 
avoid congestion at the entrance. On site storage for entering and exiting vehicles shall be 
buffered from the parking area by curbing or other means.



Article viii
overlay zones

152

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

b.	 Parking lot access. Parking lots that directly access the corridor or a frontage roadway shall:
i.	 Be designed to ensure that entering vehicles maintain a travel speed of 15 mph to assist 

in reducing interference with through street traffic movements.
ii.	 Provide an entrance drive "throat" length of no less than 100 feet to reduce conflicts 

between entering and exiting vehicles, parcels may only be exempt from this if a 
waiver is received from the Horry County Engineering Department. Developments that 
generate less than 500 ADTs shall be exempt from this standard.	

5.	 PUBLIC TRANSIT
Public transit accommodations shall be provided for sites containing structures totaling eighty 
thousand (80,000) gross square feet or greater. This can be waived by the zoning administrator if 
adequate sites already exist within the area.

Section 802 - Highway 501 Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (COST OF MODIFICATION 
DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT VALUE, 

TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent 
All new exterior walls must adhere to the facade 

and foundation landscaping requirements. 

Minor 5 percent to 20 percent 
Above plus all window signage must be brought 

into compliance. 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all existing exterior walls must adhere 

as well as all landscape requirements. 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 
including existing signage. 

A.	 boundaries.
The Highway 501 Overlay Zone shall begin at Highway 501 intersection with Hwy 378 and terminate at 
the intersection of Canal Street and Highway 501 in the City of Myrtle Beach. The overlay shall extend 
500 feet to the north and south of the right-of-way line of Highway 501 as shown in Attachment.
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.
Development of specific uses within the Highway 501 corridor shall be consistent with the underlying 
zoning district. In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district, the  
following supplemental development regulations shall apply:	

1.	  SPECIAL DESIGN STANDARDS.
Retail garden center. Any merchandise typically associated with a retail garden center other than 
living plant material such as mulch, lawn equipment, propane items, barbeque grills, paving stones, 
landscaping timbers, bird baths, garden chemicals, etc. that is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of 
the corridor must be screened by either:

a.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
b.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials, which may be for sale, such that 

these plants serve as a semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and equipment. 
(This is not a replacement for the required perimeter landscaping.)

c.	 Chain link fencing is prohibited except within an industrial area and only when screened 
by landscape material to create a six-foot tall opaque screen. If permitted, chain link fences, 
including posts and rails, shall be black, brown or green and vinyl coated.	   

2.	 ACCESS MANAGEMENT.
The following access management strategies shall be employed to ensure that development does 
not impact the carrying capacity or future improvement of Highway 501.

a.	 Shared or joint access. Reductions of access points to the corridor are encouraged due to the 
increases in operational efficiency that result.

b.	 Extension of frontage roads (applies to properties west of Forestbrook Road only). When 
the construction of or transfer of property for the construction of (reverse) frontage roads, 
consistent with the Horry County. SCDOT and GSATS road plan, occurs the following shall 
apply:
i.	 Required parking for adjacent uses may be reduced up to 25%;
ii.	 Landscaping and buffer requirements along the frontage road may be reduced up to 

30%; and
iii.	 Individual parcels accessing the frontage road shall be allowed one access point for 

each 200 feet of frontage. Additional accesses may be permitted if approved by Horry 
County Engineering and they meet required separation and offset from other accesses 
or driveways.

3.	  SIGNAGE.
The following standards shall apply to signage:

a.	 Temporary wall signage.
One (1) Temporary wall banner on a property which has received a zoning compliance for a new 
business within the last 30 days
b.	 Temporary ground sign

i.	 One (1) on-site temporary sign not exceeding eight (8) feet in height or sixteen (16) 
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square feet in size; or
ii.	 One (1) temporary sign, no more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area, located on the 

property on which there is an active building permit or an active stormwater permit.
c.	 Prohibited signs. The following signs shall be prohibited in the corridor:

i.	 Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited
ii.	 Temporary signs except as allowed above.

Section 803 - Highway 544 Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (COST OF MODIFICATION 
DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT VALUE, 

TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent 
All new exterior walls must adhere to the facade 

and foundation landscaping requirements. 

Minor 5 percent to 20 percent 
Above plus all window signage must be brought 

into compliance. 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all existing exterior walls must adhere 

as well as all landscape requirements. 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 
including existing signage. 

A.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Highway 544 Overlay Zone shall be divided into two segments. The first section shall be called the 
East Highway 544 Overlay and shall begin at the intersection of Highway 17 Bypass and Highway 544 
and terminate at the intersection of Highway 17 Business and Highway 544 near Surfside Beach, SC. 
The second section will be called the West Highway 544 Overlay and shall begin at the intersection of 
Highway 17 Bypass and Highway 544 and will run north to the intersection of old Highway 544 and 
Highway 501 Bypass and end at the stoplight as well as run north and terminate at the beginning of the 
Highway 544 bridge over Highway 501 Bypass near Conway, SC.

The Overlay segments shall generally extend 300 feet to either side of the right-of-way lines of Highway 
544 except where Highway 544 has been relocated from its former alignment that followed Dick Pond 
Road till the Forestbrook Rd intersection. In such instance, the boundaries of the Overlay shall include 
the properties that are located between these roadways and shall extend 300 feet to the east and west 
of the right-of-way lines of those roadways. Furthermore, at the northern terminus of the Overlay, the 
boundaries shall include the rights-of-way of the old Highway 544 which splits to the left from Highway 
544 Bypass just south of Highway 501 Bypass and which runs north and ends at the intersection of old 
Highway 544 and Highway 501 Bypass at the stoplight. The northern terminus also includes the section 
of Highway 544 Bypass which splits to the right from the old Highway 544 intersection just south of 
Highway 501 Bypass. See map in attached maps for Hwy 544 East and West.

Where appropriate, specific standards applicable to either the East or West segments of the Overlay will 
be duly noted. When no specific segment has been identified within the standards, such standard shall 
apply to the entire Overlay. (Ord. No. 30-2025, §8, 4-15-2025)
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.
Development of specific uses in the Highway 544 Overlay Zone shall be consistent with the underlying 
zoning district. In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district the following 
supplemental development regulations shall apply.

1.	 STRUCTURE HEIGHTS.
a.	 Structures within the East Highway 544 section located to the south of the Highway 544 

right- of-way shall not exceed 35 feet in height. The structures east of Southwood Drive and 
going all the way to Highway 17 Business shall maintain the general appearance of a typical 
two story residential type construction with a pitched roof; and

b.	 Structures within the East Highway 544 section located to the north of the Highway 544 
right- of-way as well as the entire West Highway 544 section shall not exceed 50 feet, except 
that copulas, spires, or other ornamental features are permitted to increase such building 
heights to 75 feet. However, new proposed structure located within 100 feet of an existing 
residential structure for which a certificate of occupancy has been issued, shall have a 
maximum height of 35 feet of living space. The roof, copulas, spires, or other ornamental 
features are permitted to increase building height to 50 feet.

2.	 LANDSCAPING AND BUFFER REQUIREMENTS.
The perimeter landscaping should follow the standards of Article V except that the non-residential 
streetscape buffer shall be 25 feet or 10% of a parcel's depth, whichever is less.

3.	 PARKING AREAS
Parking space reductions. The number of required parking spaces may be reduced by up to fifteen 
(15) percent of the total required parking for the proposed use, if:

a.	 The perimeter buffer is increased to thirty-five (35) feet; and
b.	 Required landscaping materials are increased at a rate of twenty-five (25) percent of that 

required.
4.	 LIGHTING.
Lighting shall be mounted no higher than 25 feet in height.
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5.	 SIGNAGE.
a.	 On-site signage requirements

Signage Allowed by Road Frontage
TYPE OF 

PROPERTY 
LENGTH OF 
FRONTAGE NUMBER 2 TYPE HEIGHT SIGN AREA 1, 3 

Freestanding parcel Less than 200 feet 1 Ground Sign 8 feet ½ sq. ft. for each linear ft. of frontage 

Freestanding parcel 200—399 feet 1 Freestanding 25 feet ½ sq. ft. for each linear ft. of frontage 

Freestanding parcel 200—399 feet 1 Freestanding 25 feet ½ sq. ft. for each linear ft. of frontage 

Freestanding parcel 

More than 400 
feet or portion 

thereof up to 799 
feet 

1 Freestanding 
"primary" 35 feet 

½ sq. ft. for each linear ft. of frontage up 
to 400 feet plus 1 sq. ft. for each linear ft. 

of frontage over 400 feet. Each additional 
400 feet of 

frontage 
1 Freestanding 

"secondary" 25 feet 

Commercial 
Subdivision 

Development 

< 400 feet 1 Freestanding 
"primary" 35 feet ½ sq. ft. for each linear ft. of frontage up 

to 400 feet plus 1 sq. ft. for each linear ft. 
of frontage over 400 feet. ≥400 feet 1 Freestanding 

"secondary" 25 feet 

Outparcel of 
a commercial 
subdivision 

development 

Less than 400 
feet 4 

1 Ground Sign 8 feet ½ sq. ft. for each linear ft. of frontage 

Footnotes: 

1. A minimum of 50 square feet of sign area will be allowed for all parcels. 

2. Maximum three (3) freestanding signs per parcel or per Commercial. 

3. Maximum sign area for the East Highway 544 section located to the south of the Highway 544 rightofway shall have a maximum of 200 
square feet. Maximum sign area per site shall be no greater than 750 sf. 

4. Outparcels with greater than 400 feet of frontage will be reviewed under the freestanding parcel. 

b.	 Prohibited signs. The following signs shall be prohibited in the corridor: 
Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited.



Article viii
overlay zones 

Hwy.  707

164

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

Section 804 - Highway 707 Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification 

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (Cost of Modification 
Dxivided by Existing Improvement Value, 

Times 100)

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent New vehicle use areas shall comply with parking 
requirements 

Minor 5 percent to 20 percent 
Above plus foundation landscaping and signage 

requirements must be adhered to 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all exterior walls, creation of cross 
access easements and perimeter landscaping 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 

A.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Highway 707 Overlay Zone shall begin at the stoplight at the intersection of Highway 707 and Dick 
Pond Road or the old alignment of Highway 544 and travel south to the Georgetown County line. 

Corridor and overlay are used interchangeably throughout these regulations. When referenced, it shall 
mean the area generally three hundred (300) feet from the edge of the Highway 707 right-of-way lines 
between the established beginning and ending points indicated above, and the Commercial Nodes 
measured one-quarter (¼) mile in diameter from the centerline intersections of Highway 707 and Bay 
Road, Holmestown Road, and Tournament Boulevard. The maps herein of the Highway 707 Overlay 
Zone provide the location of the boundaries of this Overlay.
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.
In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district, the following supplemental 
development regulations shall apply:

1.	 BUILDINGS.
a.	 Roof.
Roof drains shall allow runoff to the required foundation landscaping specified below unless it is 
determined to be infeasible by the Horry County Stormwater Department.
b.	 Façade.

i.	 No length of any facade shall exceed twenty (20) linear feet without including at least 
one (1) of the following: pilasters, columns, offsets, reveals, projecting ribs, canopies/
porticos, colonnades, windows, trellis with vines, or an equivalent element that 
subdivides the wall into human scale proportions.

ii.	 Facade colors shall be subtle, neutral or earth tone colors.
iii.	 Building trim and accent areas may feature brighter colors, including primary colors, but 

in no instance shall trim incorporate neon paint.
iv.	 Garage doors and shipping doors shall not face Highway 707 or any public right-of- way 

within the Commercial Nodes.
c.	 Structure heights.
Structures within the Highway 707 Overlay shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height. The 
roof, copulas, spires, or other ornamental features are permitted to increase building height to 
fifty (50) feet, but the height of the living space can be no higher that thirty-five (35) feet. The 
height of steeples, bell towers, or spires of churches, synagogues, temples, or other places of 
worship may be increased up to seventy-five (75) feet in height.

2.	  WETLAND PROTECTION.
Setbacks shall be measured from the edge of wetlands located on a parcel. Landscape materials 
and buffer requirements shall be reduced along the periphery of undisturbed wetlands by fifty 
(50) percent. In the instance that a wetland is disturbed and/or timber is removed, the landscaping 
requirements herein shall be met. Wetland delineation is required on all plans submitted for 
development review.

3.	  IMPERVIOUS SURFACE AREA.
In no instance shall impervious surfaces constitute more than sixty-five (65) percent of total lot area 
unless parking areas utilize Low Impact Development (LID) standards. Ponds used for drainage 
design shall not be included in the impervious area calculations. Impervious surfaces exceeding the 
threshold shall use pervious materials to meet the regulations herein.

4.	  PERIMETER LANDSCAPING.
The perimeter landscaping should follow the standards of Article V except that the non- residential 
streetscape buffer along the main corridor shall be 25 feet or 10% of a parcel's depth, whichever is 
less.
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5.	  NON-RESIDENTIAL STREETSCAPE BUFFER.
The non-residential streetscape buffer along Hwy 707 shall include the following mixture of plant 
materials per one hundred (100) feet of buffer length:

a.	 Four (4) canopy trees, equally spaced in a continuous row;
b.	 Four (4) understory trees that flower or have foliage that changes color seasonally, equally 

spaced in a continuous row; and
c.	 Twenty-five (25) shrubs; and
d.	 Ten (10) evergreens (may be tree or shrub variety).  	

6.	 RETAIL GARDEN CENTER.
That is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the corridor must be screened by either:

a.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
b.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials, which may be for sale, such that 

these plants serve as a semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and equipment. 
(This is not a replacement for the required perimeter landscaping)

7.	 PARKING.
a.	 No more than fifty (50) percent of total parking may be located in front of the principal 

building.
b.	 When parking is located completely to the side and rear of the principal building , it shall 

be eligible to encroach into the front building setback up to the required streetscape buffer. 
This requirement only applies to the streetscape buffer adjacent to Hwy 707.

c.	 Parking areas shall be designed so that no one (1) parking module contains more than 
seventy-five (75) spaces.

d.	 In order to be exempt from the impervious area percentage calculation above, parking 
islands shall incorporate Low Impact Development (LID) measures listed below.
i.	 Parking islands shall be constructed below the grade of the parking surface so as to 

accept surface water runoff. When curbing is used, sufficient curb cuts shall be included 
to allow proper drainage of the parking area.

ii.	 Parking islands shall be incorporated into the stormwater management and grading 
plan utilizing one (1) of the following treatments:
A.	 Vegetated filter strips;
B.	 Bioretention areas;
C.	 Infiltration bio-swales;
D.	 Vegetated swales;
E.	 Infiltration basins;
F.	 Infiltration trenches;
G.	 Sand filters; and
H.	 Created wetlands.

e.	 Maximum Parking. Parking may be increased above the minimum required utilizing 
pervious paving material including but not limited to brick pavers, grass pavers, porous 
asphalt and porous concrete.
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8.	  LIGHTING.
Parking lot lighting shall have lighting no greater than sixteen (16) feet in height.

9.	 SIGN REGULATIONS.
a.	 Off-premise signage.
No new or additional off-premise signs shall be permitted in the Overlay Zone.
b.	 On-premise signs.

Signage Allowed by Road Frontage

TYPE OF PROPERTY LENGTH OF 
FRONTAGE NUMBER 1, 2 TYPE HEIGHT SIGN AREA 

Freestanding parcel 
Less than 

200ft 
1 

Ground Sign 

8 feet 
1 sq. ft. for every 1 linear 
foot of frontage—not to 

exceed 400 sq. ft. 
Freestanding parcel ≥200ft 1 12 feet 

Commercial Subdivision 
Development3 N/A 1 12 feet 

Footnotes: 
1. Maximum two (2) signs per parcel. 

2. Signs shall have a minimum separation of fifty (50) feet. 

3. Outparcels to a Commercial Subdivision Development will be reviewed as Freestanding Parcels. 

c.	 Temporary signs.
One (1) Temporary wall banner on a property which has received a zoning compliance for a 
new business within the last 30 days
d.	 Prohibited signs.

i.	 Temporary signs shall be prohibited except as allowed above.
ii.	 Changeable manual signs are prohibited in the Overlay.
iii.	 Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited
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Section 805 - Burgess Area Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (COST OF MODIFICATION 
DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT VALUE, 

TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent 
All new exterior walls must adhere to the facade 

and foundation landscaping requirements. 

Minor 5 percent to 20 percent 
Above plus all window signage must be brought 

into compliance. 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all existing exterior walls must adhere 

as well as all landscape requirements. 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 
including existing signage. 

A.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Boundaries referenced below will be referred to as the "Main Corridor" throughout this ordinance.

The Burgess Area Overlay Zone shall begin at the boundary of the Commercial Node at Highway 707 
and Holmestown Road (SC #1240) and travel east until Holmestown Road ends at the intersection of 
Highway 17 Bypass and Holmestown Road. The Overlay does not include those parcels located within 
the Commercial Node at Highway 707 and Holmestown, measured one-quarter (¼) mile from the 
centerline intersection.

The second portion of the Burgess Area Overlay zone shall encompass the entirety of McDowell 
Shortcut Road (S-477). The boundaries shall commence from the initial intersection of McDowell 
Shortcut Road and Highway 707 and proceed south to the terminal intersection of McDowell Shortcut 
Road and Highway 707.

The Overlay shall extend three hundred (300) feet to either side of the right-of-way lines of Holmestown 
Road and McDowell Shortcut Road as shown in the map herein. Corridor and overlay are used 
interchangeably throughout these regulations.
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.
In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district the following supplemental 
development regulations shall apply.	

1.	 BUILDINGS.
a.	 Façade.

i.	 No length of any façade shall exceed twenty (20) linear feet without including at least 
one (1) of the following: pilasters, columns, offsets, reveals, projecting ribs canopies/
porticos, colonnades, windows, trellis with vines, or an equivalent element that 
subdivides the wall into human scale proportions.

ii.	 Facade colors shall be subtle, neutral or earth tone colors.
iii.	 Building trim and accent areas may feature brighter colors, including primary colors, 

but in no instance shall trim incorporate neon paint.
iv.	 Garage doors and shipping doors shall not face the main corridor.

b.	 Structure heights.
Structures within the main corridor shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height as defined 
in the zoning ordinance. The roof, copulas, spires, or other ornamental features are permitted 
to increase building height to fifty (50) feet, but the height of the living space can be no higher 
than thirty-five (35) feet. The height of steeples, bell towers, or spires of churches, synagogues,   
temples, or other places of worship may be increased up to seventy-five (75) feet in height.   

2.	 WETLAND PROTECTION.
Setbacks shall be measured from the edge of wetlands located on a parcel. Landscape materials 
and buffer requirements shall be reduced along the periphery of undisturbed wetlands by fifty 
(50) percent. In the instance that a wetland is disturbed and/or timber is removed, the landscaping 
requirements herein shall be met. Wetland delineation is required on all plans submitted for 
development review.	   	

3.	 IMPERVIOUS SURFACE AREA.
In no instance shall impervious surfaces constitute more than sixty-five (65) percent of total lot area 
unless parking areas utilize Low Impact Development (LID) standards. Ponds used for drainage 
design shall not be included in the impervious area calculations. Impervious surfaces exceeding the 
threshold shall use pervious materials to meet the regulations herein.	   	

4.	 PERIMETER LANDSCAPING
The perimeter landscaping should follow the standards of Article V except that the non-residential 
streetscape buffer along the main corridor shall be 25 feet or 10% of a parcel's depth, whichever is less.

5.	 NON-RESIDENTIAL STREETSCAPE BUFFER.
The non-residential streetscape buffer along the main corridor shall include the following mixture 
of plant materials per one hundred (100) feet of buffer length:

a.	 Four (4) canopy trees, equally spaced in a continuous row;
b.	 Four (4) understory trees that flower or have foliage that changes color seasonally, equally 

spaced in a continuous row; and
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c.	 Twenty-five (25) shrubs; and
d.	 Ten (10) evergreens (may be tree or shrub variety).

6.	  RETAIL GARDEN CENTER.
Any merchandise typically associated with a retail garden center other than living plant material 
such as mulch, lawn equipment, propane items, barbeque grills, paving stones, landscaping timbers, 
bird baths, garden chemicals, etc. that is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the corridor must be 
screened by either:

a.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
b.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials, which may be for sale, such that 

these plants serve as a semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and equipment.
(This is not a replacement for the required perimeter landscaping)

7.	 PARKING.
a.	 No more than fifty (50) percent of total parking may be located in front of a building.
b.	 Parcels wherein parking is located completely to the side and rear of the principal building 

shall be eligible to encroach into the front setback requirement of the underlying zoning 
district up to the required streetscape buffer.

c.	 Parking areas shall be designed so that no one parking module contains more than seventy- 
five (75) spaces.

d.	 In order to be exempt from the impervious area percentage requirements above, parking 
islands shall incorporate low impact development (LID) measures listed below.
i.	 Parking islands shall be constructed below the grade of the parking surface so as to 

accept surface water runoff. When curbing is used, sufficient curb cuts shall be included 
to allow proper drainage of the parking area.

ii.	 Parking islands shall be incorporated into the stormwater management and grading 
plan utilizing one (1) of the following treatments:
A.	 Vegetated filter strips;
B.	 Bioretention areas;
C.	 Infiltration bio-swales;
D.	 Vegetated swales;
E.	 Infiltration basins;
F.	 Infiltration trenches;
G.	 Sand filters; and
H.	 Created wetlands.

e.	 Parking spaces above the minimum required. Parking may be increased above the minimum 
required utilizing pervious paving material including but not limited to brick pavers, grass 
pavers, porous asphalt and porous concrete.

8.	 LIGHTING.
Parking lot lighting shall have lighting no greater than sixteen (16) feet in height;

9.	  SIGN REGULATIONS.
a.	 Off-premise signage.
No new or additional off-premise signs shall be permitted in the overlay zone.
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b.	 On-premise signs.

Signage Allowed by Road Frontage

TYPE OF PROPERTY LENGTH OF 
FRONTAGE NUMBER 1, 2 TYPE HEIGHT SIGN AREA 

Freestanding parcel 
Less than 

200ft 
1 

Ground Sign 

8 feet 
1 sq. ft. for every 1 linear 
foot of frontage—not to 

exceed 400 sq. ft. 
Freestanding parcel ≥200ft 1 12 feet 

Commercial Subdivision 
Development 3 N/A 1 12 feet 

Footnotes: 
1. Maximum two (2) signs per parcel. 

2. Signs shall have a minimum separation of fifty (50) feet. 

3. Outparcels to a Commercial Subdivision Development will be reviewed as Freestanding Parcels. 

c.	 Temporary Signs
One (1) Temporary wall banner on a property which has received a zoning compliance for a new 
business within the last 30 days
d.	 Prohibited signs.
Temporary signs shall be prohibited except as allowed above
e.	 Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited
f.	 Changeable manual signs and portable signs shall be limited only to parcels which contain 

either a produce stands or a church.

 Section 806 - Little River Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of Modification
Percent of Value (COST OF 

MODIFICATION DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT 
VALUE, TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This 
Overlay District That Must be 

Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 24 percent 
New vehicle use areas shall comply 

with parking requirements 

Significant 25 percent or more 
All sections of the overlay must be 

adhered to 

A.	 BOUNDARIES.
The boundaries of the overlay zone are established herein. Corridor and overlay are used 
interchangeably throughout these regulations. When referenced, it shall mean the area generally 250 
feet to the east and west of the Highway 17 right-of-way lines between the established beginning and 
ending points specified in this section of the Zoning Ordinance. The overlay zone shall begin at the 
North and South Carolina State Line and travel south to the overpass of HWY 90 at the Intersection HWY 
9 and HWY 17.
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.
In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district, the following supplemental 
development regulations shall apply:	

1.	  BUILDINGS.
a.	 Roof.

i.	 Roof mounted mechanical equipment visible from the corridor shall be enclosed or 
screened to ensure that such features are not visible. Enclosures and screens shall be 
compatible to the architectural style of the proposed building;

ii.	 Buildings of less than 5,000 square feet of gross floor area shall be designed with gabled 
or pitched roofs, with a minimum pitch of 6 in 12.

b.	 Facades.
i.	 No wall that faces a street or connecting walkway shall have a blank, uninterrupted 

length exceeding one hundred (100) linear feet without including at least two (2) of 
the following: pilasters, columns, canopies/porticos, arcades, colonnades, change in 
texture or masonry pattern, windows, trellis with vines, or an equivalent element that 
subdivides the wall into human scale proportions. Such walls shall also incorporate 
wall plane projections or recesses having a depth of at least two (2) feet in offset and 
extending at least twenty (20) feet in length.

ii.	 Building walls facing the front yard or street side yard shall have window(s) and 
door(s). Such facades shall have display windows a minimum of six (6) feet in height 
along no less than sixty percent (60%) of their horizontal length. Side or rear walls that 
face walkways may include false windows and door openings defined by frames, sills 
and lintels, or similarly proportioned modulations of the wall, only when actual doors 
and windows are not feasible because of the nature of the use of the building.

iii.	 Within planned shopping centers and multi-tenant buildings, distinct architectural entry 
identity for individual tenants' entrances shall be provided for suites exceeding 10,000 
square feet of leasable area.

iv.	 Building design shall include minimum one (1) foot deep cornices, extending along the 
entire front of buildings and the sides of buildings at least ten feet.

v.	 Building design shall include a minimum two (2) foot high contrasting base, extending 
along the entire front of buildings and down the sides of buildings at least ten (10) feet.

2.	 STRUCTURES WITH SPECIAL DESIGN STANDARDS.
a.	 Gas stations and commercial convenience stores shall utilize either gable or hip roof 

structures. The canopies over the gas pumps shall be attached to the main building and 
integrated into the architectural roof design. The canopy portion of the structure shall 
only be subject to a 10' foot setback from any property line. The canopy is not allowed to 
encroach upon any required buffer area. The principal structure/building shall still be 
subject to all setback requirements as set forth within the zoning ordinance. Bays, regardless 
of amount, shall not face the corridor.

b.	 Outdoor freestanding propane stations must be opaquely screened from public view with 
landscaping or a solid fence of vinyl, wood, stone or brick material. Fences exceeding six 
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(6) feet in height shall have plantings on any side facing the main corridor or residentially 
zoned property.

c.	 Non-Residential Uses with Structures Exceeding Twenty-Five Thousand (25,000) Square 
Feet of Building Area or an Improved Surface Area Exceeding Fifty Thousand (50,000) 
Square Feet.
i.	 Such buildings must be separated from lands designated, zoned or used for a residential 

purpose by at least fifty (50) feet, which distance shall be measured by the shortest 
distance between the building occupied by the use and nearest property line of the 
residential use.

ii.	 All shopping centers, complexes of buildings designed as a group, retail uses or uses 
exceeding twenty-five thousand (25,000) gross square feet shall provide a covered 
pedestrian arcade at least eight (8) feet in width extending for the length of the main 
entrance facade.

3.	  LANDSCAPING AND BUFFER REQUIREMENTS.
The following standards shall apply. Additional landscaping, buffering, and tree preservation 
requirements may be required per Article V of the Zoning Ordinance.

a.	 Existing protected and specimen trees as identified in the § 505 of the landscape ordinance, 
shall be retained within the buffer area.

4.	  SHIPPING/RECEIVING AREAS, UTILITY LOCATIONS AND DUMPSTERS.
a.	 Loading and unloading of commercial vehicles or of any other vehicles used for commercial 

purposes is only permitted between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. when property 
assigned a residential zoning classification or used for residential purposes is within one 
hundred (100) feet of the loading area. Within such areas, such activities are prohibited at 
all other times.

b.	 Utility services shall be located underground when possible. If underground utility location 
is not possible, above grade utilities shall be located behind structures in a utility "alley" 
easement approved by the applicable utility authority.

c.	 Dumpsters, which may be seen from adjacent properties or public parking lots, shall be 
screened from view on all four sides.

d.	 Screening shall consist of three solid walls of brick, stucco or split-face block construction, 
at least six feet in height. The wall shall include a continuous cap feature and a closing gate. 
The gate shall be a 100 percent solid metal or wooden gate.

5.	  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES/USES.
a.	 Accessory structures shall be compatible in style, color, and materials with main 

structure(s).
b.	 Structures shall be limited in size to 25% of the primary structure or 1000 sf whichever is 

less.  	
6.	 LIGHTING.
Mounting heights shall not exceed eighteen (18) feet except in areas where the total number of 
parking spaces exceed 100 spaces; in such instances the mounting height shall be no higher than 
twenty-five (25) feet provided that they are limited to the central areas of the parking lot and 
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lower fixtures not exceeding eighteen (18) feet in height are utilized along the primary vehicular/
pedestrian corridors. If a light is within fifty (50) feet of a residentially zoned parcel, the mounting 
height shall be no greater than twelve (12) feet.

7.	 OUTDOORS DISPLAY AND STORAGE.
a.	 Commercial outdoor display areas, sales areas, tents are prohibited, except where a special 

event is held and a permit is issued. This Subsection does not apply to Auto/boat/storage 
building/sales. Chain link fences, including posts and rails, shall be black, brown or green 
and vinyl coated.

b.	 Outdoor Storage. Outdoor storage and display of any goods, materials, merchandise, 
equipment, parts, junk or vehicles (overnight parking) cannot be located forward of the 
principal building and when possible shall be located to the side of the building not facing a 
public street.

8.	  RETAIL GARDEN CENTER.
Any merchandise typically associated with a retail garden center other than living plant material 
such as mulch, lawn equipment, propane items, barbeque grills, paving stones, landscaping timbers, 
bird baths, garden chemicals, etc. that is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the corridor must be 
screened by either:

a.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
b.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials, which may be for sale, such that 

these plants serve as a semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and equipment. 
(This is not a replacement for the required perimeter landscaping)

9.	  PARKING AREAS.
a.	 Required parking spaces may be increased by up to 10% above the parking minimums 

of this ordinance provided all excess spaces shall consist of alternative pervious paving 
material including but not limited to, brick pavers, grass pavers, porous asphalt and porous 
concrete.

b.	 Shared parking agreements may be utilized where circumstances permit the reduction of 
the required parking ratio.

10.	 SiGN REGULATIONS.
a.	 Off-Premise Signage. Off premises advertising signage shall be prohibited except as 

follows:
i.	 Digital billboards may be permitted as a replacement of existing non-digital billboard 

signage and only as a two for one replacement. Two legally existing non-digital 
billboards within the overlay must be removed to allow for the installation new digital 
billboard.

ii.	 Digital billboards must meet a separation of 2,400 feet from other digital billboards.
iii.	 Digital billboards cannot be located within 500 feet of an existing residence. This 

distance shall be measured from the actual billboard location to the nearest property 
boundary of the nearest residentially used property.
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b.	 On-premise Signage:
i.	 Allowed Signage

Signage Allowed by Road Frontage

Type of Property Length of 
Frontage Number Type Height Sign Area

Freestanding Parcel 

<300ft 1 

Ground 

12 feet 32sf 
300499 ft 1 25 feet 48sf 

≥500 2 25 feet 
64sf per individual sign 
or up to a total of 100sf 

between two signs. 
Commercial Subdivision 

Development 1 N/A 1 Ground 25 feet 100 sf 

Footnotes: 

1. Outparcels to a Commercial Subdivision Development will be reviewed as Freestanding Parcels. 

ii.	 Design Standards for on premise signage
A.	 Changeable Copy or Digital Signage. Signs may have up to 50% of the permitted copy 

area as changeable copy (manual or automatic) or digital. Replacing existing LED/
electronic/ or manually changeable signage with digital signage shall be considered 
ordinary maintenance as long as the existing sign structure is capable of supporting 
the additional weight, the total signage size is not increased and the digital sign does 
not exceed more than fifty (50) of the total existing sign.

B.	 The maximum size of the background structure of a sign shall not exceed one 
hundred ten (110) percent of the total square footage of copy area.

iii.	 Building Signs. Building signs shall be limited to the following:

BUILDING SIGNAGE ALLOWED PER TENANT FRONTAGE 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT NUMBER SIGN AREA 

Single Tenant Development 1 
• One (1) sf per one (1) lf of building frontage. 
• Additional One Half (1/2) sf for every lf of building frontage for 
buildings located beyond one hundred (100) feet from the right-of-way. 

Multi-Tenant Development 1 • 2.0 square feet for every linear foot of store frontage. 

iv.	 Design Standards for building signage
A.	 The maximum size of sign letters and logos, including any sign backgrounds, shall be 

twenty-four (24) inches in height for single tenants.
B.	 The maximum height of letters and logos for anchor tenants in a retail center shall 

not exceed twenty (20) percent of the building height.
C.	 The length of the sign may occupy up to fifty (50) percent of the linear feet of the 

storefront the business occupies.
D.	 Maximum size is 150sf.
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c.	 Temporary signage.
i.	 Temporary wall signage.

One (1) Temporary wall banner on a property which has received a zoning compliance 
for a new business within the last 30 days

ii.	 Temporary ground sign
A.	 One (1) on-site temporary sign not exceeding eight (8) feet in height or sixteen (16) 

square feet in size; or
B.	 One (1) temporary sign, no more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area, located 

on the property on which there is an active building permit or an active stormwater 
permit.

d.	 Prohibited Signs.
i.	 Temporary signs shall be prohibited except as allowed above.
ii.	 Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited.

Section 807 - Socastee Boulevard Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (COST OF MODIFICATION 
DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT VALUE, 

TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent 
All new exterior walls must adhere to the facade 

and foundation landscaping requirements. 

Minor 5 percent to 20 percent 
Above plus all window signage must be brought 

into compliance. 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all existing exterior walls must adhere 

as well as all landscape requirements. 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 
including existing signage. 

A.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Socastee Boulevard Overlay Zone shall apply to renovated or newly constructed development 
located 200 feet to either side of the Socastee Boulevard right-of-way lines as shown in Attachment 1. 
The existing Socastee Overlay Zone is located on the northern section of Highway 707 between Highway 
17 Bypass and ends at the stoplight at the intersection of Highway 707 and Dick Pond Road or the old 
alignment of Highway 544 and should not be confused with this Highway 707 Overlay Zone.
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS
Development of specific uses in the Socastee Boulevard Overlay Zone shall be consistent with the 
underlying zoning district. In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district 
the  following supplemental development regulations shall apply:	   	

1.	 BUILDINGS.
a.	 Facades.

i.	 Buildings wider than one hundred (100) feet shall be designed to break up the scale 
of the building. This can be done using differing facade treatments including changes 
in color, material, articulation, windows, doors, etc. Principal facades facing overlay 
corridor may not have blank walls that exceed fifteen (15) feet in length without 
windows, doors or other decorative elements. Other building facades visible from the 
corridor or adjacent general customer areas must be designed so that no blank facade 
exceeds thirty (30) in width. The spacing shall be measured from edge of window, door 
or other decorative element to other element.

ii.	 Where parapets are used, the parapet must wrap around the entire length of the 
front and side of the buildings. Where parapets are not used, all rooftop mechanical 
equipment shall be screened. Parapets shall be limited to twenty (20) percent of the 
total height of the facade, unless the increased height is needed solely to screen the 
rooftop equipment.

iii.	 If the building design includes cornices than they should be a minimum one (1) foot 
deep cornice and extend along the entire front of buildings and the sides of buildings at 
least ten (10) feet.

iv.	 If the building design includes a contrasting base than it should be a minimum two (2) 
foot high contrasting base and extend along the entire front of buildings and down the 
sides of buildings at least ten (10) feet.

b.	 Glazing.
i.	 Reflective or heavily tinted glass shall be limited to twenty-five (25) percent of the linear 

length of any facade.
ii.	 Glazing located on the ground floor of the primary and/or secondary facade of 

commercial structures shall be forty (40) percent or less.
c.	 Heights
Structure heights shall not exceed 36 feet, except copulas, spires, or other ornamental features 
are permitted to increase building heights to 50 feet	   	

2.	 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES/USES.
Structures shall be limited in size to twenty-five (25) percent of the primary structure or one 
thousand (1,000) square feet; whichever is less.

3.	  SPECIAL DESIGN STANDARDS.
a.	 Outdoor Display
Commercial outdoor display areas, sales areas, and tents are prohibited, except in the following 
situations and subject to the following standards:
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i.	 Where a special event is held and a permit is issued.
ii.	 This subsection does not apply to auto/boat/RV/storage building sales.

b.	  Outdoor Freestanding Propane Stations
Outdoor freestanding propane stations and storage facilities shall be opaquely screened from 
public view with landscaping or a fence meeting eighty (80) percent opacity.
c.	 Retail garden center.
Any merchandise typically associated with a retail garden center such as mulch, lawn 
equipment, propane items, barbeque grills, paving stones, landscaping timbers, bird baths, 
garden chemicals, etc., that is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the corridor must be 
screened by either:

i.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
ii.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials such that these plants serve 

as a semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and equipment. (This is not a 
replacement for the required perimeter landscaping)

d.	 Fencing
Chain link fencing is prohibited except within an industrial area and only when screened 
by landscape material to create a six-foot tall opaque screen. If permitted, chain link fences, 
including posts and rails, shall be black, brown or green and vinyl	   	

4.	 LIGHTING.
a.	 Mounting heights shall not exceed eighteen (18) feet, except in areas where the total number 

of parking spaces exceeds one hundred (100); in such instances the mounting heights shall 
be no higher than twenty-five (25) feet provided they are limited to the central areas of the 
parking lot and lower fixtures not exceeding eighteen (18) feet in height are utilized along 
the primary vehicular/pedestrian corridors.

b.	 If a light is within fifty (50) feet of a residentially zoned parcel, the height of the light shall be 
no greater than eighteen (18) feet with the fixture located along the edge of the parking area 
and light directed back into the site.

c.	 Wherever possible, illumination of outdoor seating areas, building entrances, and walkways 
shall be accomplished by use of ground mounted fixtures not more than four (4) feet in 
height.	   	
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5.	 SIGN REGULATIONS.
a.	 On-premise signs.

SIGNAGE ALLOWED BY ROAD FRONTAGE 

Type of Property Length of 
Frontage Number Type Height Sign Area

Freestanding Parcel 

≤100 LF 1 Ground 8 feet 50 sf 
100 to 199 LF 1 

Freestanding 
20 feet 

One (1) sf per one (1) lf of 
frontage up to a maximum 

of 500 sf 

200 to 399 LF 1 30 feet 
≥400 LF 2 40 feet 

Commercial Subdivision 
Development 

N/A 1 Freestanding 40 feet 

Outparcel of a commercial 
subdivision development 1 

<400 feet 1 Ground 8 feet 

Footnotes: 

1. Outparcels with greater than 400 feet of frontage will be reviewed under the freestanding parcel. 

b.	 Temporary
i.	 Temporary wall signage One (1) Temporary wall banner on a property which has 

received a zoning compliance for a new business within the last 30 days
ii.	 Temporary ground sign

A.	 One (1) on-site temporary sign not exceeding eight (8) feet in height or sixteen (16) 
square feet in size; or

B.	 One (1) temporary sign, no more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area, located 
on the property on which there is an active building permit or an active stormwater 
permit.

c.	 Prohibited signs. The following signs shall be prohibited in the corridor:
i.	 Temporary signage except as allowed above
ii.	 Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited
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Section 808 - Restaurant Row Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (COST OF MODIFICATION 
DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT VALUE, 

TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent 
All new exterior walls must adhere to the facade 

and foundation landscaping requirements. 

Minor 5 percent to 20 percent 
Above plus all window signage must be brought 

into compliance. 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all existing exterior walls must adhere 

as well as all landscape requirements. 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 
including existing signage. 

A.	 BOUNDARIES.
1.	 When referenced, it shall mean the area generally extending two hundred and fifty (250) feet 

from the edge of the right-of-way lines of those roads listed herein.
2.	 The overlay zone shall begin along US 17 from Cove Drive and continue north to Ocean Creek 

Drive.
3.	 The overlay zone shall also continue along Kings Road, Chestnut Road, Lake Arrowhead Road, 

and Shore Drive.
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS
Development of specific uses in the restaurant row overlay zone shall be consistent with the underlying 
zoning district. In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district the 
following supplemental development regulations shall apply:

1.	 BUILDINGS.
a.	 Facades.

i.	 Buildings wider than one hundred (100) feet shall be designed break up the scale of the 
building. This can be done using differing facade treatments including changes in color, 
material, articulation, windows, doors, etc. Principal facades facing overlay corridor may 
not have blank walls that exceed fifteen (15) feet in length without windows, doors or 
other decorative elements. Other building facades visible from the corridor or adjacent 
general customer areas must be designed so that no blank facade exceeds thirty (30) in 
width. The spacing shall be measured from edge of window, door or other decorative 
element to other element.

ii.	 Where parapets are used, the parapet must wrap around the entire length of the 
front and side of the buildings. Where parapets are not used, all rooftop mechanical 
equipment shall be screened. Parapets shall be limited to twenty (20) percent of the 
total height of the facade, unless the increased height is needed solely to screen the 
rooftop equipment.

iii.	 If the building design includes cornices than they should be a minimum one (1) foot 
deep cornice and extend along the entire front of buildings and the sides of buildings at 
least ten (10) feet.

iv.	 If the building design includes a contrasting base than it should be a minimum two (2) 
foot high contrasting base and extend along the entire front of buildings and down the 
sides of buildings at least ten (10) feet.

b.	 Glazing.
i.	 Reflective or heavily tinted glass shall be limited to twenty-five (25) percent of the linear 

length of any facade.
ii.	 Glazing located on the ground floor of the primary and/or secondary facade of 

commercial structures shall be forty (40) percent or less.
2.	 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES/USES.
Structures shall be limited in size to twenty-five (25) percent of the primary structure or one 
thousand (1,000) square feet; whichever is less.	   	

3.	 SPECIAL DESIGN STANDARDS.
a.	 Outdoor Display
Commercial outdoor display areas, sales areas, and tents are prohibited, except in the following 
situations and subject to the following standards:

i.	 Where a special event is held and a permit is issued.
ii.	 This subsection does not apply to auto/boat/RV/storage building sales.
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b.	 Outdoor Freestanding Propane Stations
Outdoor freestanding propane stations and storage facilities shall be opaquely screened from 
public view with landscaping or a fence meeting eighty (80) percent opacity.
c.	 Retail garden center.

i.	 Any merchandise typically associated with a retail garden center such as mulch, lawn 
equipment, propane items, barbeque grills, paving stones, landscaping timbers, bird 
baths, garden chemicals, etc. that is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the corridor 
must be screened by either:

ii.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
iii.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials such that these plants serve as a 

semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and equipment.
d.	 Fencing
Chain link fencing is prohibited except within an industrial area and only when screened 
by landscape material to create a six-foot tall opaque screen. If permitted, chain link fences, 
including posts and rails, shall be black, brown or green and vinyl coated. Fences exceeding 
six (6) feet in height shall have plantings on any side facing the main corridor or adjacent 
residentially zoned property, whichever is closer.	   	

4.	 SHIPPING/RECEIVING DOCKS
If no courtyard is present or the dock is located on the side of the structure then landscaping or a 
solid screen made of durable architectural materials used in the buildings primary facade shall be 
provided to ultimately create an opaque screen at least eight (8) feet in height. The screening shall 
be designed to obscure views from on and offsite public areas, except for necessary penetrations.	  

5.	 ACCESS MANAGEMENT.
To ensure that development within the overlay does not impact the carrying capacity or future 
improvement of the corridor, the following access management strategies shall be employed. The 
use of shared access to serve adjacent parcels abutting the corridor is required for new lots	
where there is less than two hundred (200) feet of frontage on the corridor.

6.	 LIGHTING.
a.	 Mounting heights shall not exceed eighteen (18) feet except in areas where the total number 

of parking spaces exceeds one hundred (100); in such instances the light shall be no higher 
than twenty-five (25) feet provided they are limited to the central areas of the parking lot 
and lower fixtures not exceeding eighteen (18) feet in height are utilized along the primary 
vehicular/pedestrian corridors.

b.	 If a light is within fifty (50) feet of a residentially zoned parcel, the height of the light shall be 
no greater than eighteen (18) feet with the fixture located along the edge of the parking area 
and light directed back into the site.

c.	 Wherever possible, illumination of outdoor seating areas, building entrances, and walkways 
shall be accomplished by use of ground mounted fixtures not more than four (4) feet in 
height.
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7.	  SIGN REGULATIONS.
a.	 On-premise freestanding signs.

Signage Allowed by Road Frontage

Type of Property Length of 
Frontage Number Type Height Sign Area

Freestanding Parcel 

≤50 LF 1 Ground 8 feet 50 sf 
51 to 99 LF 1 

Freestanding 

8 feet 

One (1) sf per one (1) lf of 
frontage up to a maximum 

of 500 sf 

100 to 199 LF 1 20 feet 
200-399 LF 1 30 feet 

≥400 LF 2 40 feet 
Commercial Subdivision 

Development 
N/A 1 Freestanding 40 feet 

Outparcel of a commercial 
subdivision development 1 <400 feet 1 Ground 8 feet 

Footnotes: 

1. Outparcels with greater than 400 feet of frontage will be reviewed under the freestanding parcel. 

b.	 Prohibited signs
Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited

Section 809 - Highway 17 South Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (COST OF MODIFICATION 
DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT VALUE, 

TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent 
All new exterior walls must adhere to the facade 

and foundation landscaping requirements. 

Minor 5 percent to 20 percent 
Above plus all window signage must be brought 

into compliance. 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all existing exterior walls must adhere 

as well as all landscape requirements. 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 
including existing signage. 

A.	 boundaries.
Corridor and overlay are used interchangeably throughout these regulations. When referenced, it shall 
mean the area generally two hundred and fifty (250) feet to the east and west of the right-of-way lines 
between the established beginning and ending points specified in this section of the zoning ordinance. 
The overlay zone shall follow along US 17 Business South from the Town of Surfside Beach south to the 
Horry County line.
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS
Development of specific uses in the Hwy 17 Business south overlay zone shall be consistent with the 
underlying zoning district. In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district 
the following supplemental development regulations shall apply:	   	

1.	 BUILDING EXTERIOR.
a.	 Facades.

i.	 Buildings wider than one hundred (100) feet shall be designed break up the scale of the 
building. This can be done using differing facade treatments including changes in color, 
material, articulation, windows, doors, etc. Principal facades facing overlay corridor may 
not have blank walls that exceed fifteen (15) feet in length without windows, doors or 
other decorative elements. Other building facades visible from the corridor or adjacent 
general customer areas must be designed so that no blank facade exceeds thirty (30) in 
width. The spacing shall be measured from edge of window, door or other decorative 
element to other element.

ii.	 Where parapets are used, the parapet must wrap around the entire length of the 
front and side of the buildings. Where parapets are not used, all rooftop mechanical 
equipment shall be screened. Parapets shall be limited to twenty (20) percent of the 
total height of the facade, unless the increased height is needed solely to screen the 
rooftop equipment.

iii.	 If the building design includes cornices than they should be a minimum one (1) foot 
deep cornice and extend along the entire front of buildings and the sides of buildings at 
least ten (10) feet.

iv.	 If the building design includes a contrasting base than it should be a minimum two (2) 
foot high contrasting base and extend along the entire front of buildings and down the 
sides of buildings at least ten (10) feet.

b.	 Glazing.
i.	 Reflective or heavily tinted glass shall be limited to twenty-five (25) percent of the linear 

length of any facade.
ii.	 Glazing located on the ground floor of the primary and/or secondary facade of 

commercial structures shall be forty (40) percent or less.	   	
2.	 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES/USES.
Structures shall be limited in size to twenty-five (25) percent of the primary structure or one 
thousand (1,000) square feet; whichever is less.	   	

3.	 SPECIAL DESIGN STANDARDS.
a.	 Outdoor Display
Commercial outdoor display areas, sales areas, and tents are prohibited, except in the following 
situations and subject to the following standards:

i.	 Where a special event is held and a permit is issued.
ii.	 This subsection does not apply to auto/boat/RV/storage building sales.
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b.	 Outdoor Freestanding Propane Stations
Outdoor freestanding propane stations and storage facilities shall be opaquely screened from 
public view with landscaping or a fence meeting eighty (80) percent opacity.
c.	 Retail garden center.

i.	 Any merchandise typically associated with a retail garden center such as mulch, lawn 
equipment, propane items, barbeque grills, paving stones, landscaping timbers, bird 
baths, garden chemicals, etc., that is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the corridor 
must be screened by either:

ii.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
iii.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials such that these plants serve 

as a semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and equipment. (This is not a 
replacement for the required perimeter landscaping)

d.	 Fencing
Chain link fencing is prohibited except within an industrial area and only when screened 
by landscape material to create a six-foot tall opaque screen. If permitted, chain link fences, 
including posts and rails, shall be black, brown or green and vinyl coated. Fences exceeding 
six (6) feet in height shall have plantings on any side facing the main corridor or adjacent 
residentially zoned property, whichever is closer.	   	

4.	 SHIPPING/RECEIVING DOCKS
Shipping/receiving docks. If no courtyard is present or the dock is located on the side of the 
structure then landscaping or a solid screen made of durable architectural materials used in the 
buildings primary facade shall be provided to ultimately create an opaque screen at least eight (8) 
feet in height. The screening shall be designed to obscure views from on and offsite public areas, 
except for necessary penetrations.	   	

5.	 LIGHTING.
a.	 Mounting heights shall not exceed eighteen (18) feet except in areas where the total number 

of parking spaces exceeds one hundred (100); in such instances the lights shall be no higher 
than twenty-five (25) feet provided they are limited to the central areas of the parking lot 
and lower fixtures not exceeding eighteen (18) feet in height are utilized along the primary 
vehicular/pedestrian corridors.

b.	 If a light is within fifty (50) feet of a residentially zoned parcel, the height of the light shall be 
no greater than eighteen (18) feet with the fixture located along the edge of the parking area 
and light directed back into the site.

c.	 Wherever possible, illumination of outdoor seating areas, building entrances, and walkways 
shall be accomplished by use of ground mounted fixtures not more than four (4) feet in 
height.



Article viii
overlay zones 

Hwy. 17 Bus. s. 

193

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

6.	 SIGN REGULATIONS.
a.	 On-premise freestanding signs.

Signage Allowed by Road Frontage

Type of Property Length of 
Frontage Number 1 Type Height Sign Area

Freestanding Parcel 

≤50 LF 1 Ground 12 feet 50 sf 
51 to 99 LF 1 

Freestanding 
20 feet 

One (1) sf per linear foot of 
frontage up to a maximum 

of 500 sf 

100 to 399 LF 1 30 feet 
≥400 LF 2 40 feet 

Commercial Subdivision 
Development 

N/A 1 Freestanding 40 feet 

Outparcel of a commercial 
subdivision development 2 

<400 feet 1 Ground 12 feet 
One (1) sf per linear foot of 
frontage up to a maximum 

of 200 sf 

Footnotes: 

1. The minimum separation for all signs on a parcel shall be at least two hundred (200) linear feet. 

2. Outparcels with greater than 400 feet of frontage will be reviewed under the freestanding parcel. 

b.	 Temporary and other.
i.	 Flags are allowed as follows:

A.	 Only two (2) flags shall be permitted.
B.	 The flags shall not be flown higher than a 35-foot pole, measured from grade.
C.	 Only one flag per pole up to six (6) feet by ten (10) feet, or two (2) flags per pole up 

to four (4) feet by six (6) feet, may be flown.
D.	 The flag pole shall not be located within ten (10) feet of any adjacent right- of-way.

ii.	 Temporary wall signage.
One (1) Temporary wall banner on a property which has received a zoning compliance 
for a new business within the last 30 days

iii.	 Temporary ground sign
A.	 One (1) on-site temporary sign not exceeding eight (8) feet in height or sixteen (16) 

square feet in size; or
B.	 One (1) temporary sign, no more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area, located 

on the property on which there is an active building permit or an active stormwater 
permit.

c.	 Prohibited signs. The following signs shall be prohibited in the corridor: 
Temporary signs except for what is allowed above
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Section 810 - South Kings Highway Overlay Zone.

Level of Modification

Level of 
Modification

Percent of Value (COST OF MODIFICATION 
DIVIDED BY EXISTING IMPROVEMENT VALUE, 

TIMES 100) 

Applicable Sections of This Overlay 
District That Must be Adhered To. 

Very minor >0 percent to 4 percent 
All new exterior walls must adhere to the facade 

and foundation landscaping requirements. 
Minor 5 percent to 20 percent Above plus signage 

Significant 21 percent to 49 percent 
Above plus all existing exterior walls must adhere 

as well as all landscape requirements. 

Major 50 percent or more All sections of the overlay must be adhered to 
including existing signage. 

A.	 BOUNDARIES.
Corridor and overlay are used interchangeably throughout these regulations. When referenced, it shall 
mean the area generally two hundred and fifty (250) feet to the east and west of the right-of-way lines 
between the established beginning and ending points specified in this section of the Zoning Ordinance.

The Overlay zone shall follow along S. Kings Highway from the City of Myrtle Beach municipal limits 
south to the Town of Surfside municipal limits
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B.	 DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.
Development of specific uses in the S. Kings Hwy Overlay Zone shall be consistent with the underlying 
zoning district. In addition to the requirements of the applicable underlying zoning district the  
following supplemental development regulations shall apply:	   	

1.	 BUILDING.
a.	 Facades.

i.	 Building facades facing the corridor must include a repeating pattern with no less than 
three (3) of the elements listed below. At least one (1) of these elements shall repeat 
horizontally. All elements shall repeat at intervals of no more than thirty (30) feet, either 
horizontally or vertically.
A.	 Color change.
B.	 Texture change.
C.	 Material module change.

ii.	 No length of any front facade facing the corridor shall exceed thirty (30) linear feet 
without including at least one (1) of the following: pilasters, columns, offsets, reveals, 
projecting ribs canopies/porticos, colonnades, windows, trellis with vines, or an 
equivalent element that subdivides the wall into human scale proportions.

iii.	 Shutters, if used, shall be sized so that they would fully cover the window opening if they 
were operable. Operable shutters are preferred, but not required.

iv.	 Where parapets are not used, all rooftop mechanical equipment shall be screened. 
False parapets shall be limited to twenty (20) percent of the total height of the facade. 
The measurement shall be the average height of the parapet wall at each section of the 
facade as a ratio to width.

v.	 Where sloping roofs are used on the front or sides of a building facing the corridor the 
cornices shall be a minimum of one (1) foot deep.

b.	 Entrances.
A minimum one (1) entrance shall front the primary corridor. A commercial or institutional 
building shall feature one (1) or more prominent entries on the primary facade highlighted by at 
least three (3) of the details listed below. Secondary entrances to smaller tenants in multi-tenant 
buildings shall also have at least two (2) of the features listed below.

i.	 Canopies/porticos above the entrance;
ii.	 Roof overhangs above the entrance;
iii.	 Entry recesses/projections;
iv.	 Arcades that are physically integrated with the entrance;
v.	 Raised corniced parapets above the entrance;
vi.	 Architectural details, such as tile work and moldings, that are integrated into the 

building structure and design; or
vii.	 Integral planters or wing walls that incorporate landscaped areas or seating areas. A 

wing wall is a wall secondary in scale projecting from a primary wall and not having a 
roof.
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c.	 Glazing.
Reflective or heavily tinted glass shall not be used on the primary or secondary facade.

2.	 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES/USES.
Accessory structures shall be limited in size to twenty-five (25) percent of the primary structure or 
one thousand (1,000) square feet; whichever is less.

3.	 SPECIAL DESIGN STANDARDS.
a.	 Fencing
Chain link security fence enclosures may only be utilized within industrial areas and only when 
screened by landscape material to create a six-foot tall opaque screen. If permitted, chain link 
fences, including posts and rails, shall be black, brown or green and vinyl coated.
b.	 Outdoor Freestanding Propane Stations
Outdoor freestanding propane stations and storage facilities shall be opaquely screened from 
public view with landscaping or a solid fence of vinyl, wood, stone or brick material. Fences 
exceeding six (6) feet in height shall have landscape plantings on any side facing the main 
corridor or residentially zoned property.
c.	 Retail garden center.
Any merchandise typically associated with a retail garden center other than living plant material 
such as mulch, lawn equipment, propane items, barbeque grills, paving stones, landscaping 
timbers, bird baths, garden chemicals, etc. that is within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the 
corridor must be screened by either:

i.	 A six-foot high privacy fence; or
ii.	 The items are screened by placing living plant materials, which may be for sale, such 

that these plants serve as a semi-opaque screen for the other materials, items and 
equipment. (This is not a replacement for the required perimeter landscaping)

d.	 Outdoor storage.
The following are requirements for outdoor storage in non-residential districts located within 
the Overlay. All uses with outdoor storage of any goods, materials, merchandise, equipment, 
parts, junk or vehicles (overnight parking) shall not be permitted unless in conformance with 
the following regulations:

i.	 All proposed areas used for outdoor storage and the associated method of screening 
shall be indicated on an approved site plan.

ii.	 Fencing shall consist of vinyl, wood, stone, or brick materials. Chain link, plastic or 
concrete materials are prohibited.

iii.	 Outdoor storage shall observe the same setback requirements as that of the principal 
building.

iv.	 Outdoor storage areas cannot be located forward of the principal building and when 
possible shall be located to the side of the building not facing a public street.	

4.	 SHIPPING/RECEIVING AREAS
If no courtyard is present then landscaping or a solid screen made of durable architectural materials 
used in the buildings primary facade shall be provided to ultimately create an opaque screen at least 
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eight (8) feet in height. The screening shall be designed to obscure views from on and offsite public 
areas, except for necessary penetrations.	   	

5.	 DRIVEWAY LOCATION AND DESIGN.
a.	 Driveway medians shall be improved with at least one (1), two and one-half-inch caliper 

canopy tree to reduce parking lot heat and glare for every fifty (50) feet of median length. 
Five (5) shrubs must be provided per tree. Two (2) understory trees may be substituted 
for each required canopy tree in areas constrained by overhead utility line or in limited 
cases at the discretion of the Planning Department to provide visibility to signage and or 
architectural features. The remaining area of the driveway median shall be planted with 
vegetation that complements the structure or a suitable groundcover. All landscaping 
shall be located so as to not impede any required sight triangles. Acceptable plant species, 
maintenance standards, and sizes to meet the above requirements are listed below.

b.	 On site storage for entering and exiting vehicles shall be buffered from the parking area. 
Said buffer shall consist of an above grade landscaping strip no less than three (3) feet in 
width and vegetated with at least one (1) two and one-half-inch caliper canopy trees to 
reduce parking lot heat and glare for every twenty-five (25) feet of median length. Five 
(5) shrubs shall be provided per tree. Two (2) understory trees may be substituted for 
each required canopy tree in areas constrained by overhead utility lines or in limited 
cases at the discretion of the Planning Department to provide visibility to signage and or 
architectural features. The remaining area of the buffer shall be planted with vegetation 
that complements the structure or a suitable groundcover. Acceptable plant species, 
maintenance standards, and sizes to meet the above requirements are listed in Horry 
County Landscaping Booklet.	   	

6.	 PARKING.
To reduce the visual mass and enhance the appearance of parking areas from the corridor, the 
following standards shall be met:

a.	 Parking plan.
The maximum allowed number of parking spaces is one hundred ten (110) percent of the 
required number of off-street parking spaces. All parking spaces provided in excess of one 
hundred ten (110) percent of the required parking spaces shall consist of alternative pervious 
paving materials unless this creates a requirement where the number of pervious spaces is five 
(5) or less. In such cases all parking may be impervious.	   	

7.	 LIGHTING HEIGHT.
a.	 Mounting heights shall not exceed eighteen (18) feet except in areas where the total number 

of parking spaces exceeds one hundred (100); in such instances the lights shall be no higher 
than twenty-five (25) feet provided they are limited to the central areas of the parking lot 
and lower fixtures not exceeding eighteen (18) feet in height are utilized along the primary 
vehicular/pedestrian corridors.

b.	 If a light is within fifty (50) feet of a residentially zoned parcel, the height of the light shall be 
no greater than eighteen (18) feet with the fixture located along the edge of the parking area 
and light directed back into the site.
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c.	 Wherever possible, illumination of outdoor seating areas, building entrances, and walkways 
shall be accomplished by use of ground mounted fixtures not more than four (4) feet in 
height.  	

8.	 SIGN REGULATIONS.
a.	 Off-premise signage.
No new or additional off-premise signs shall be allowed or permitted in the defined area of this 
corridor Overlay Zone unless it meets the following:

i.	 Off-premise signs must be one thousand two hundred (1,200) feet apart except for 
digital billboards which must meet a separation of two thousand four hundred (2,400) 
feet from other digital billboards.

ii.	 Digital billboards cannot be located within five hundred (500) feet of a residential zone 
or used property.

b.	 On-premise signs.
i.	 ALLOWED SIGNAGE

SIGNAGE ALLOWED BY ROAD FRONTAGE 

TYPE OF PROPERTY LENGTH OF 
FRONTAGE NUMBER TYPE HEIGHT SIGN AREA 

Freestanding Parcel 
<150 LF 1 Ground 8 feet 50sf 

150 to 499 LF 1 
Freestanding 25 feet One-half (.5) sf per one (1) 

linear foot of frontage up to 
a maximum of 200 sf 

≥500 LF 2 

Commercial Subdivision 
Development 

<1000 LF 1 
Freestanding  

“primary” 
25 feet 

≥1000 LF 1 
Freestanding 
“secondary” 

25 feet 1 additional sign up to 150sf 

Out-parcel of a commercial 
subdivision development 

N/A 1 Ground 8 feet 
One-half (.5) sf per one (1) 
linear foot of frontage up to 

a maximum of 200 sf 

ii.	 SIGNAGE DESIGN STANDARDS
A.	 Maximum number of tenant sign panels incorporated into the freestanding sign:
B.	 Parcel(s) less three (3) acres may have up to six (6) tenant panels.
C.	 Parcel(s) greater than or equal to three (3) acres may have up to eight (8) tenant 

panels.
D.	 The maximum size of the background structure of a sign shall not exceed one 

hundred ten (110) percent of the total square footage of copy area. Branded 
architectural elements shall not count as background structure.

E.	 The portion of the sign on which tenant names are displayed does not exceed 
eighty-five (85) percent of the total sign area; and

F.	 Branded architectural elements shall not count towards the maximum allowable 
copy area. Branded elements shall not exceed thirty (30) percent of the allowed 
copy area. Area shall be measured as the smallest box capable of containing all 
design elements.
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c.	 Building signs:

BUILDING SIGNAGE ALLOWED PER TENANT FRONTAGE 
TYPE OF Development NUMBER OF SIGNS SIGN AREA COMPUTATION1 

Single Tenant One (1) building signs per 
tenant frontage 

One (1) sf per one (1) lf of building frontage. Additional One Half 
(1/2) sf for every lf of building frontage for buildings located 

beyond one hundred (100) feet from the right-of-way. 

Multi Tenant 
One (1) building signs 

are permitted per tenant 
frontage. 

Two (2) square feet for every lf tenant frontage. 
The length of the sign may occupy up to seventy-five (75) percent 

of the linear feet of the storefront the business occupies. 
Footnotes: 

1. The size of an individual sign shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet. 

d.	 Temporary and other.
i.	 Temporary wall signage.

One (1) Temporary wall banner on a property which has received a zoning compliance 
for a new business within the last 30 days

ii.	 Temporary ground sign
A.	 One (1) on-site temporary sign not exceeding eight (8) feet in height or sixteen (16) 

square feet in size; or
B.	 One (1) temporary sign, no more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area, located 

on the property on which there is an active building permit or an active stormwater 
permit.

e.	 Prohibited signs. The following signs shall be prohibited in the overlay:
i.	 Animated and full motion video signs are prohibited.
ii.	 Temporary signs except for what is allowed above.

Section 811 - Section 821 - Reserved

Section 822 - Little River Height Overlay Zone.

A.	 PURPOSE
The purpose of the Little River Overlay Zone is established to impose height restrictions on all new 
construction in the area to prevent over development and development that is incompatible with the 
area.
B.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Little River Area Overlay Zone shall begin at the intersection of Golf Avenue, Highway 90 and 
Highway 17 and Kingsport Road and terminate at the North Carolina State Line. Furthermore, the 
overlay shall extend 500 feet to the north, northwest of the right-of-way line of Highway 17 and shall 
extend to the Atlantic Ocean on the east and include the North Myrtle Beach Marina.
C.	 APPLICABLE HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS.
The height of all new construction within the Little River Height Overlay shall not exceed sixty (60') feet, 
unless the property is rezoned to a Planned Development District (PDD). A height of up to one hundred 
twenty (120') feet may be approved in a PDD.
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Section 823 - Airport Environs Overlay Zone.

A.	 PURPOSE.
This overlay zone exists to ensure current operations and future expansions of Horry County's publicly-
owned and operated aviation facilities are not hindered by encroachment of structures or objects 
into required aircraft approach paths or airspace. Protection of such spaces is necessary to ensure 
compliance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) guidelines relative to general aviation airports, 
to ensure the safety and efficiency of air navigation, to prevent conflict with land development that may 
result in loss of life and property, to encourage development that is compatible with airports, and to 
preserve and protect the public investment in Horry County's aviation facilities.	
B.	 APPLICABILITY.
The Airport Environs Overlay Zone shall govern all properties in unincorporated Horry County that 
fall within the (1) Runway Protection Zone, (2) Inner Approach Zone, (3) Transitional Zone, (4) Outer 
Approach Zone, (5) Horizontal Zone, (6) Conical Zone, and (6) Future Use Protection Zone, as identified 
by the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission’s Airport Compatible Land Use Evaluation Tool for 
Myrtle Beach International Airport (MYR), Grand Strand Airport (CRE), Conway-Horry County Airport 
(HYW), and Loris-Twin Cities Airport (5J9), and as shown in the Airport Environs Overlay Map.
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C.	 USE AND HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS.
No permanent or temporary use may be made of areas, land or water within any zone established by 
this ordinance in such a manner as to:

1.	 Create electrical interference with navigational signals or radio communications between the 
airport, aircraft, and/or any Air Traffic Control Facility, whether such facility is operated by the 
FAA (or its successor) or operated by a non-FAA entity; or
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2.	 Make it difficult for pilots to distinguish between airport lights and others, resulting in glare in 
the eyes of pilots using the airport, create bird strike hazards, or otherwise in any way creating 
a hazard or endangering the landing, takeoff, or maneuvering of aircraft intending to use the 
airport.

3.	 Conflict with land use recommendations made by the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission 
through the Airport Compatible Land Use Evaluation Tool. Any of the following shall require a 
review by the SC Aeronautics Commission and Horry County Department of Airports, and may 
require a review by the FAA:

Airport Zone Building 
Height

Zoning 
Changes Residential Commercial 

Runway Protection Zone > 10 ft All All All 

Inner Approach and 
Transitional Zone > 30 ft All 2 or more 

acres 

2 or more units, including 
multifamily or single family 

with less than 2 acre lots 
All new occupied structures 

Outer Approach Zone > 120 ft All 5 or more 
acres 

3 or more units, including 
multifamily or single family 
with less than 1.5 acre lots 

All new occupied structures 
5,000 sq ft or greater and 

non-retail fuel storage and 
distribution facilities 

Horizontal and Conical 
Zones > 120 ft Not Applicable Not Applicable 

Regional shopping centers, 
large schools, hospitals, 

indoor and outdoor event 
centers, and industrial uses 

that would produce large 
and/or dense plumes 

Future Use Protection 
Zone ≥ 200 ft Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicable 

4.	 A Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation from the FAA shall be required for any new 
permanent or temporary structure over 200 feet tall within the overlay zone.	

D.	 REVIEW AUTHORITY.
The Horry County Planning and Zoning Department will be the development review authority in the 
unincorporated areas in the vicinity of the airport facilities. The Horry County Planning and Zoning 
Department will act as liaison to the Horry County Department of Airports to solicit comments and 
recommendations regarding proposed development or redevelopment within the airport environs 
overlay. The Horry County Department of Airports will coordinate with the FAA to ensure compliance 
with the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 77.
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Section 824 - Section 830 - Reserved.

Section 831 - Temporary Vending Overlay Zones.

A.	 PURPOSE.
The Temporary Vending Overlay Zones are established to provide limits on the number of temporary 
vending permits that may be issued in conjunction with festivals, fairs, or special events occurring 
within the county. Issuance of temporary vending permits within the zones established below shall 
follow the standards established in this section.
B.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Temporary Vending Overlay Zones (TVOZ) are defined as:

1.	 Southern Strand Temporary Vending Overlay (SSTVO). The SSTVO is defined as the area 
bounded on the north by South Carolina Highway 501, on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, on the 
south by the Horry/Georgetown County line, and the west by the Intracoastal Waterway.

2.	 Northern Strand Temporary Vending Overlay (NSTVO). The NSTVO is defined as the area 
bounded on the north by the North Carolina/South Carolina State line, on the east by 
the Atlantic Ocean, on the south by the South Carolina Highway 501, and the west by the 
Intracoastal Waterway.

3.	 Southern Waccamaw Temporary Vending Overlay (SWTVO). The SWTVO is defined as the 
area bounded on the north by the South Carolina Highway 501, on the east by the Intracoastal 
Waterway, on the south by the Horry/Georgetown County line, and the west by the Waccamaw 
River.

4.	 Northern Waccamaw Temporary Vending Overlay (NWTVO). The NWTVO is defined as the 
area bounded on the north by the North Carolina/South Carolina State line, on the east by the 
Intracoastal Waterway, on the south by the South Carolina Highway 501, and the west by the 
Waccamaw River.

5.	 Western Temporary Vending Overlay (WTVO) is defined as the area of Horry County west of the 
Waccamaw River.

C.	 PERMITTING RESTRICTIONS.
1.	 No more than seventy-five (75) temporary vending permits shall be issued in each of the 

following overlay zones for the spring or fall bike rallies or other fair, festival, or special event: 
SSTVO, NSTVO, SWTVO, and NWTVO. In the SSTVO, no more than twenty-five (25) of the allotted 
seventy- five (75) permits shall be issued for locations south of S.C. Highway 544.

2.	 No more than one hundred (100) temporary vending permits shall be issued in the WTVO for 
the spring or fall bike rallies or other fair, festival, or special event.

3.	 No temporary vending permits shall be issued for areas located within the South Carolina 
Highway 501 Overlay

D.	 TEMPORARY VENDORS FOR FESTIVALS, FAIRS AND SPECIAL EVENTS SUBJECT TO THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:
1.	 Temporary vending shall be allowed as accessory uses to existing businesses provided that;

a.	 The existing location is of sufficient size to accommodate additional traffic and vending 
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booths shall not displace more than thirty (30) percent of the existing business parking lot.
b.	 Vending booths as a conditional use or structure shall be setback twenty (20) feet from the 

right-of-way line of any public or private roadway. They shall have a minimum separation 
of six (6) feet from the principal structure or other uses upon the lot. No more than four (4)
vending booths may be joined together without providing a minimum six-foot separation 
between them and adjacent vending booths.

c.	 No vending booth shall be closer than five (5) feet to any abutting side or rear property line. 
If the property is surrounded by a privacy fence, of at least six (6) feet in height, the side and 
rear setbacks shall not apply.

d.	 Businesses allowing vending shall provide two (2) parking spaces per vendor and the area 
for vending parking shall be designated as "vehicle parking only" and cordoned off from 
pedestrian and all other uses.

2.	 Temporary vending shall be allowed on vacant lots in zoning districts allowing retail sales 
provided;
a.	 The vacant lot is of sufficient size to accommodate additional traffic and vending booths.
b.	 No vending booths shall be located on the lot closer than twenty-five (25) feet to any 

property line abutting a street and no closer than ten (10) feet to any other property line 
and separated from other vending uses by six (6) feet.

c.	 Any vacant lot where the property line abuts a residential use or zoning district shall not be 
allowed to accommodate a vending use.

d.	 Vacant lots allowing vending uses shall provide three (3) parking spaces per vendor and 
provide a designated area on the lot where they are located strictly for vehicle parking only 
to accommodate this requirement. The designated area shall not be closer than ten (10) feet 
to the highway right-of-way.

3.	 Temporary signage must be permitted in compliance with § 610.
a.	 Temporary signage for such locations that allow vending shall be restricted to locating all 

signage to the vending booth, which is permitted.
b.	 No signage other than one (1) temporary road frontage sign advertising the location/name 

of the vending area shall be permitted.
4.	 A site plan drawn to scale shall be required showing vendor location, setbacks, existing parking, 

and designated reserved parking area for vendors and signage location.
5.	 A letter and/or copy of an official lease agreement from the property owner and a copy of the 

property owner's business license must be provided where vending permits are requested.
6.	 Temporary vending booths selling alcoholic beverages shall be separated one hundred (100) 

feet from other temporary vending booths selling alcohol beverages.
7.	 All vending locations shall provide proof (receipts for services) of bathroom facilities and litter 

containment and removal during the permitting process.
8.	 Any vending location that occupies houses or stores a recreation vehicle for vending or 

overnight purposes shall be limited to the lot on which they are permitted otherwise; RV's 
shall not be used or stored on any other location other than in the zoning district that they are 
allowed (Destination Park Zoning District).
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9.	 The property owner/lessee or assigns shall be responsible for any violation of this section or 
any other sections of the Horry County Code of Ordinances. Such violations may result in the 
revocation or denial of a Certificate of Zoning Compliance for this or any future use as a festival, 
fair or special event.

10.	Nonprofit organizations, exempt from obtaining an Horry County Business License, that 
sponsor events at which temporary vending occurs shall be required to obtain one (1) Zoning 
Compliance for such vending locations. A site plan shall be submitted showing the designated 
area (i.e. blocks, streets, or group of parcels) of-such vending locations. If parking is not being 
provided within the designated area, the non-profit organization shall provide proof that off-
street parking has been reserved and designated to accommodate event patrons. Nonprofit 
organizations shall be exempt from certificate of zoning compliance fees.

11.	Permits will be valid for the approved dates of such event. No permits will be issued earlier than 
ninety (90) days prior to the scheduled event and vendors may not setup booths prior to the 
scheduled event.

12.	Temporary vending fees shall be as follows:*

Event Event Length Permit Amount 

Spring and Fall Bike Rallies 7 consecutive days (includes set-up and 
take down) 

$800.00 SSTVO and NSTVO
$500.00 SWTVO and NWTVO

$500.00 WTVO

Memorial Weekend Rally
4 consecutive days (includes set-up and 

take down)

$800.00 SSTVO and NSTVO
$500.00 SWTVO and NWTVO

$500.00 WTVO

All Other Events $100.00 per day

* Vendors located within Loris Fairgrounds are not normally subject to temporary vending fees. However, due to the public safety costs 
incurred during bike rallies, temporary vendors located within Loris Fairgrounds or other similar venues shall be subject to the vending fees 
set forth herein.
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Section 832 - Coastal Carolina University Neighborhood Overlay Zone.

A.	 PURPOSE.
1.	 The overlay zone is established to provide standards relative to neighborhood appearance 

and safety in the residential areas surrounding and adjacent to Coastal Carolina University. 
Furthermore, the overlay is established to provide occupancy limits relative to the residential 
areas surrounding and adjacent to Coastal Carolina University in order to promote a sense of 
place in an orderly neighborhood context. The purpose and intent of the governing authority of 
the county in enacting this section is as follows:
a.	 To protect the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the county through the 

enactment of a set of regulations governing property maintenance in the Coastal Carolina 
University Neighborhood Overlay Zone.

b.	 To preserve the value of property and maintain for the county's residents, workers and 
visitors a safe and aesthetically attractive environment.

2.	 When any existing county ordinance is amended, the more restrictive provisions of such revised 
ordinance shall apply even if these overlay zone standards are less restrictive.

3.	 The following standards provide the minimum requirement that must be met in order to receive 
Planning Department/Commission authorization to develop, redevelop or occupy residential 
property within the overlay zone as established by the zoning ordinance.

4.	 The standards established herein address only neighborhood occupancy, appearance and safety 
concerns. Specific zoning-related standards are established in the zoning ordinance and must 
also be met prior to beginning development or redevelopment activities in the overlay zone.

B.	 APPLICABILITY.
1.	 The boundaries of the overlay zone are established herein. The standards that follow shall 

be applicable to any residential building with an issued certificate of occupancy, and any 
residential building substantially modified and/or newly constructed that is located partially 
or completely as established in the boundaries subsection of this section. Construction or 
renovation that is interior to the structure is exempt from these regulations.

2.	 Any parcel completely contained in the overlay shall comply with these regulations.
C.	 BOUNDARIES.
Corridor and overlay are used interchangeably throughout these regulations. When referenced, it shall 
mean those residential properties within the following subdivisions of record: Quail Creek, Quail Creek 
Village, College Park, College Place and Barberry Drive. A complete list of associated TMS is available by 
request in the Planning and Zoning Department. The map shown below indicates the boundaries of this 
overlay. 
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D.	 DEFINITIONS.
"Owner" is defined as any person, firm, corporation or entity who, alone or jointly or severally with 
others:

1.	 Has legal title to any dwelling or dwelling unit, with or without accompanying actual possession 
thereof; or

2.	 Has charge, care or control of any dwelling or dwelling unit, as owner or agent of the owner, 
prime tenant, or as executor, executrix, administrator, administratrix, trustee or guardian of 
the estate of the owner. Any such person thus representing the actual owner shall be bound to 
comply with the provisions of this article to the same extent as the owner.

E.	 OCCUPANCY OF DWELLING UNITS.
Occupancy. The number of individuals unrelated by blood, marriage, adoption, guardianship or other 
duly authorized custodial relationship residing in a dwelling unit within this overlay shall not exceed 
the number of bedrooms in the dwelling, as determined by county records, but shall not exceed four (4), 
irrespective of the number of bedrooms. The owner, agent and tenants shall be subject to the penalties 
established in Article I of the Horry County Zoning Ordinance for a violation of this occupancy limit.
F.	 PARKING REQUIREMENTS.
A violation of any of the parking requirements herein detailed shall be considered unlawful and the 
owner, agent and tenant shall be subject to the penalties described in Article I of the Horry County 
Zoning Ordinance. Between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. every day:

1.	 No vehicle shall be parked within the right-of-way within the boundaries of the overlay as 
defined herein.

2.	 Vehicles shall be parked in an off-street facility, including private garages, drives and aisles for 
maneuvering and gaining ingress and egress, of a residence within the boundary of the overlay.

3.	 Landscaped, unimproved and naturally vegetated areas shall not be used as parking facilities.
4.	 Areas of drainage and open space, as specified on the recorded subdivision plat, shall not be 

improved or used for parking facilities unless documented as such on the original plat of record.
G.	 EFFECTIVE DATE.

1.	 This overlay shall become effective upon approval from Horry County Council.
2.	 The occupancy restrictions herein contained shall not be applicable for any documented 

unexpired leases existing as of the date of effectiveness. Said leasehold properties shall be 
allowed to continue their contractual period, not to exceed December 31, 2009. Beginning 
January 1, 2010, all properties included in this overlay as defined herein, shall be subject to all 
provisions herein, regardless of contractual obligations.
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Section 833 - Racepath Community Priority Investment Overlay Zone.

A.	 PURPOSE.
1.	 The Racepath Community Priority Investment Overlay Zone is herein established to implement 

strategies identified in the Racepath Neighborhood Plan by providing standards relative to land 
tenure and density in the continued use, creation, and redevelopment of housing within the 
community.

2.	 The zone is established to provide unified standards and requirements for minimum lot size, 
building setbacks, and multiple structures on a single parcel as defined herein.

3.	 The standards herein shall be permitted regardless of the underlying zoning. When any existing 
county ordinance is amended, the standards herein shall remain applicable to properties 
located within the Zone.

B.	 APPLICABILITY.
The standards herein shall be applicable to any existing residential parcel having multiple structures 
that is located within the boundaries of the Priority Investment Zone.
C.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Racepath Community Priority Investment Zone generally is bounded by Robert Grissom Parkway 
to the North, the City of Myrtle Beach Stormwater right-of-way to the West, and those parcels internal 
to the community fronting or accessed from Racepath Street. The map shown below indicates the 
boundaries of this overlay.
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D.	 MULTIPLE STRUCTURES.
Multiple structures shall be allowed on residential parcels within the Zone provided the following 
standards are met;

1.	 All structures shall adhere to the setbacks herein;
2.	 Must maintain a 10 foot separation between homes;
3.	 No more than two (2) residential units on any parcel less than one-half (½) acre in area;
4.	 No more than four (4) residential units on any parcel greater than one-half (½) to one (1) acre 

in area; and
5.	 No more than six (6) structures on any parcel.	

E.	 SETBACKS.
Setbacks in the Zone are as follows, regardless of the underlying zoning:

Setback Distance 

Front 10 feet 

Side 5 feet 

Corner Side 7.5 feet 

Rear 10 feet 

F.	 OCCUPANCY.
Occupancy of parcels with multiple residential structures shall not be limited by blood, marriage, 
adoption, guardianship or other duly authorized custodial relationship.

Section 834 - Garden City Overlay Zone.

A.	 PURPOSE.
The Garden City Overlay is established to impose height, road frontage, minimum lot width at building 
setback line, side setbacks and parking restrictions on new and redeveloping construction in the area to 
prevent over development and development that is incompatible with the character of the area. 
B.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Garden City Overlay shall begin at the southeastern city limit line of Surfside Beach and shall 
terminate at the Horry County/Georgetown County Line, as shown in the map titled Garden City 
Overlay. The Garden City Parking District, included within the Garden City Overlay, shall be bounded on 
the northeast by Oceanside Village (Bermuda Bay and Myrtlewood) subdivisions and shall terminate at 
Atlantic Avenue on the south. It is bounded on the west by residential properties closest to Highway 17 
Business South and on the East generally by the marsh.
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C.	 APPLICABLE HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS.
The height of all new construction within the Garden City Overlay shall not exceed thirty-five feet 
(35’), except those areas designated on the attached map, or unless rezoned as a Planned Development 
District (PDD). A height of up to one hundred eighty feet (180’) may be approved in a PDD.
D.	 APPLICABLE PARKING RESTRICTIONS.
All new and redeveloping residential construction shall submit a parking plan prior to the issuance of 
a building permit. The minimum parking required is one (1) space per bedroom. Parking shall meet 
the setbacks of the applicable zoning district (and be located entirely within the buildable area of the 
property) and meet the dimensional and improvement standards of Article VII.
E.	 APPLICABLE MINIMUM ROAD FRONTAGE AND SIDE SETBACKS
The road frontage and minimum lot width at building setback line for all lots zoned SF6 within the 
Garden City Overlay shall meet a minimum width of forty feet (40’) and the side setbacks for those 
lots shall meet a minimum distance of seven- and one-half feet (7.5’) from the property line. All other 
requirements of Article VIII shall remain the same.
F.	 APPLICABLE DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS FOR BEACH ADJACENT PROPERTIES.
These standards are applicable to all lots in the Garden City Overlay Zone that provides for a building 
height of fifty-five feet (55’) or greater. The single-family use must be permitted in the zoning district to 
gain access to these standards. These standards do not apply to MHP or existing MRD, PUD and PDD zoning 
districts. Existing MRD, PUD and PDD zoning may apply for these standards with an amendment.	

1.	 MINIMUM LOT SIZE
a.	 Single Family – 3,600 Square Feet	

2.	 MINIMUM LOT FRONTAGE AND LOT WIDTH AT BUILDING SETBACK LINE
a.	 Single Family – Thirty Feet (30’)	

3.	 SETBACKS FOR SINGLE FAMILY
These setbacks will be exempt from the Double Frontage and Corner lot provisions outlined in 
§205. B.3 and 4.
a.	 Front yard setback: Twenty (20) feet
b.	 Side yard setback: Five (5) feet
c.	 Corner Side yard setback: 7.5 (Seven and one half) feet
d.	 Rear yard setback: Fifteen (15) feet 

(Ord. No. 41-2023, §8, 5-16-2023)

Section 835 - Veteran's Highway Overlay Zone.

A.	 PURPOSE.
The purpose of the Veteran's Highway Overlay Zone is to preserve the exceptional scenic value of the 
highway and maintain the serene farm field and natural vistas from the highway for all travelers to 
enjoy.	
B.	 BOUNDARIES.
The Veteran's Highway Overlay Zone provides supplemental sign regulations. The overlay zone extends 
one thousand (1,000) feet of the right-of-way line on either side of Veteran's Highway.
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C.	 APPLICABLE SIGN REGULATIONS.	   	
1.	 ON-SITE SIGNAGE

a.	 Maximum height of signs shall be 35ft.
b.	 No more than one (1) sign per parcel shall be directed towards Veterans Hwy.	   	  

2.	 WALL SIGNAGE
a.	 One (1) wall sign no greater than 15 percent of the wall area shall be permitted per wall 

face.
b.	 Only one (1) wall sign shall be visible from Veteran's Highway.	   	  

3.	 PROHIBITED SIGNS
Animated signs and full motion video signs are prohibited
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Section 900 - Conditional Uses.

A.	 purpose
A conditional use is a use that is generally compatible with other uses permitted in a zoning district, but 
is subject to additional conditions, restrictions or limitations on its locations, design, configuration or 
density and intensity of use, to ensure the appropriateness of the use at a particular location.	    
B.	 APPLICABILITY
All conditional uses shall be subject to the limitations and conditions specified herein.

Section 901 - Adult Entertainment Establishments.

A.	 PURPOSE; FINDINGS AND RATIONALE; NONCONFORMING ADULT ENTERTAINMENT 
establishments. 	
1.	 PURPOSE.
It is a purpose of this ordinance to regulate adult entertainment establishments in order to promote 
the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the county, and to establish reasonable 
and uniform regulations to prevent the deleterious secondary effects of adult entertainment 
establishments within the county. The provisions of this ordinance have neither the purpose 
nor effect of imposing a limitation or restriction on the content or reasonable access to any 
communicative materials, including sexually-oriented materials. Similarly, it is neither the intent nor 
effect of this ordinance to restrict or deny access by adults to sexually-oriented materials protected 
by the First Amendment, or to deny access by the distributors and exhibitors of sexually-oriented 
entertainment to their intended market. Neither is it the intent nor effect of this ordinance to 
condone or legitimize the distribution of obscene material.	

2.	 FINDINGS AND RATIONALE.
Based on evidence of the adverse secondary effects of adult uses presented in hearings and in 
reports made available to the county council, and on findings, interpretations, and narrowing 
constructions incorporated in the cases of City of Littleton v. Z.J. Gifts D-4, L.L.C. , 541 U.S. 774 
(2004); City of Los Angeles v. Alameda Books, Inc. , 535 U.S. 425 (2002); City of Erie v. Pap's A.M., 
529 U.S. 277 (2000); City of Renton v. Playtime Theatres, Inc. , 475 U.S. 41 (1986); Young v. American 
Mini Theatres , 427 U.S. 50 (1976); Barnes v. Glen Theatre, Inc. , 501 U.S. 560 (1991); California v. 
LaRue , 409 U.S. 109 (1972); N.Y. State Liquor Authority v. Bellanca , 452 U.S. 714 (1981); Sewell v. 
Georgia , 435 U.S. 982 (1978); FW/PBS, Inc. v. City of Dallas , 493 U.S. 215 (1990); City of Dallas v. 
Stanglin , 490 U.S. 19 (1989); and 

Imaginary Images, Inc. v. Evans , 612 F.3d 736 (4th Cir. 2010); D.G. Restaurant Corp. v. City of Myrtle 
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Beach , 953 F.2d 140 (4th Cir. 1991); Giovani Carandola, Ltd. v. Fox , 470 F.3d 1074 (4th Cir. 2006); 
Independence News, Inc. v. City of Charlotte , 568 F.3d 148 (4th Cir. 2009); Steakhouse, Inc. v. City 
of Raleigh , 166 F.3d 634 (4th Cir. 1999); Hart Bookstores, Inc. v. Edmisten , 612 F.2d 821 (4th Cir. 
1979); Wall Distributors, Inc. v. City of Newport News , 782 F.2d 1165 (4th Cir. 1986); Restaurant 
Row Associates v. Horry County , 516 S.E.2d 442 (1999); Condor, Inc. v. Board of Zoning Appeals , 
493 S.E.2d 342 (1997); Rothschild v. Richland County Bd. of Adjustment , 420 S.E.2d 853 (1992); 
Centaur, Inc. v. Richland County , 392 S.E.2d 165 (1990); and LLEH, Inc. v. Wichita County , 289 
F.3d 358 (5th Cir. 2002); Ocello v. Koster , 354 S.W.3d 187 (Mo. 2011); 84 Video/Newsstand, Inc. v. 
Sartini , 2011 WL 3904097 (6th Cir. Sept. 7, 2011); Plaza Group Properties, LLC v. Spencer County 
Plan Commission , 877 N.E.2d 877 (Ind. Ct. App. 2007); Flanigan's Enters., Inc. v. Fulton County , 596 
F.3d 1265 (11th Cir. 2010); East Brooks Books, Inc. v.	 Shelby County , 588 F.3d 360 (6th Cir. 
2009); Entm't Prods., Inc. v. Shelby County , 588 F.3d 372 (6th Cir. 2009); Sensations, Inc. v. City 
of Grand Rapids , 526 F.3d 291 (6th Cir. 2008); World Wide Video of Washington, Inc. v. City of 
Spokane , 368 F.3d 1186 (9th Cir. 2004); Ben's Bar, Inc. v. Village of Somerset , 316 F.3d 702 (7th Cir. 
2003); Peek-a-Boo Lounge v. Manatee County , 630 F.3d 1346 (11th Cir. 2011); Daytona Grand, Inc. 
v. City of Daytona Beach , 490 F.3d 860 (11th Cir. 2007); Heideman v. South Salt Lake City , 348 F.3d 
1182 (10th Cir. 2003); Williams v. Morgan , 478 F.3d 1316 (11th Cir. 2007); Jacksonville Property 
Rights Ass'n, Inc. v. City of Jacksonville , 635 F.3d 1266 (11th Cir. 2011); H&A Land Corp. v. City of 
Kennedale , 480 F.3d 336 (5th Cir. 2007); Hang On, Inc. v. City of Arlington , 65 F.3d 1248 (5th Cir. 
1995); Fantasy Ranch, Inc. v. City of Arlington , 459 F.3d 546 (5th Cir. 2006); Illinois One News, Inc. 
v. City of Marshall , 477 F.3d 461 (7th Cir. 2007); G.M. Enterprises, Inc. v. Town of St. Joseph , 350 
F.3d 631 (7th Cir. 2003); Richland Bookmart, Inc. v. Knox County , 555 F.3d 512 (6th Cir. 2009); 
Bigg Wolf Discount Video Movie Sales, Inc. v. Montgomery County , 256 F. Supp. 2d 385 (D. Md. 
2003); Richland Bookmart, Inc. v. Nichols , 137 F.3d 435 (6th Cir. 1998); Spokane Arcade, Inc. v. City 
of Spokane , 75 F.3d 663 (9th Cir. 1996); DCR, Inc. v. Pierce County , 964 P.2d 380 (Wash. Ct. App. 
1998); City of New York v. Hommes , 724 N.E.2d 368 (N.Y. 1999); Taylor v. State , No. 01-01-00505-
CR, 2002 WL 1722154 (Tex. App. July 25, 2002); Fantasyland Video, Inc. v. County of San Diego , 
505 F.3d 996 (9th Cir. 2007); Gammoh v. City of La Habra , 395 F.3d 1114 (9th Cir. 2005); Z.J. Gifts 
D-4, L.L.C. v. City of Littleton , Civil Action No. 99-N-1696, Memorandum Decision and Order (D. 
Colo. March 31, 2001); People ex rel. Deters v. The Lion's Den, Inc. , Case No. 04-CH-26, Modified 
Permanent Injunction Order (Ill. Fourth Judicial Circuit, Effingham County, July 13, 2005); Reliable 
Consultants, Inc. v. City of Kennedale , No. 4:05-CV-166-A, Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 
(N.D. Tex. May 26, 2005);

and based upon reports concerning secondary effects occurring in and around adult entertainment 
establishments, including, but not limited to, "Correlates of Current Transactional Sex among 
a Sample of Female Exotic Dancers in Baltimore, MD," Journal of Urban Health (2011); "Does 
the Presence of Sexually-oriented Businesses Relate to Increased Levels of Crime?" Crime 
& Delinquency (2012) (Louisville, KY); Metropolis, Illinois—2011-12; Manatee County, 
Florida—2007; Hillsborough County, Florida—2006; Clarksville, Indiana—2009; El Paso, Texas—
2008; Memphis, Tennessee—2006; New Albany, Indiana—2009; Louisville, Kentucky— 2004; 
Fulton County, GA—2001; Chattanooga, Tennessee—1999-2003; Jackson County, Missouri—2008; 
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Ft. Worth, Texas—2004; Kennedale, Texas—2005; Greensboro, North Carolina—2003; Dallas, 
Texas—1997; Houston, Texas—1997, 1983; Phoenix, Arizona—1995-98, 1979; Tucson, 
Arizona—1990; Spokane, Washington—2001; St. Cloud, Minnesota—1994; Austin, Texas—1986; 
Indianapolis, Indiana—1984; Garden Grove, California—1991; Los Angeles, California—1977; 
Whittier, California—1978; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma—1986; New York, New York Times Square—
1994; the Report of the Attorney General's Working Group On The Regulation Of Sexually-oriented 
Businesses, (June 6, 1989, State of Minnesota); Dallas, Texas— 2007; "Rural Hotspots: The Case of 
Adult Businesses," 19 Criminal Justice Policy Review 153 (2008); "Stripclubs According to Strippers: 
Exposing Workplace Sexual Violence," by Kelly Holsopple, Program Director, Freedom and Justice 
Center for Prostitution Resources, Minneapolis, Minnesota; "Sexually-oriented Businesses: An 
Insider's View," by David Sherman, presented to the Michigan House Committee on Ethics and 
Constitutional Law, Jan. 12, 2000; Sex Store Statistics and Articles; and Law Enforcement and 
Investigator Affidavits (Forest Park, GA; Sandy Springs, GA; and Horry County, SC), 

the county council finds:
a.	 Adult entertainment establishments, as a category of commercial uses, are associated 

with a wide variety of adverse secondary effects including, but not limited to, personal 
and property crimes, prostitution, potential spread of disease, lewdness, public indecency, 
obscenity, illicit drug use and drug trafficking, negative impacts on surrounding properties, 
urban blight, litter, and sexual assault and exploitation. Alcohol consumption impairs 
judgment and lowers inhibitions, thereby increasing the risk of adverse secondary effects.

b.	 Adult entertainment establishments should be separated from sensitive land uses 
to minimize the impact of their secondary effects upon such uses, and should be 
separated from other adult entertainment establishments, to minimize the secondary 
effects associated with such uses and to prevent an unnecessary concentration of adult 
entertainment establishments in one (1) area.

c.	 Each of the foregoing negative secondary effects constitutes a harm which the county 
has a substantial government interest in preventing and/or abating. This substantial 
government interest in preventing secondary effects, which is the county's rationale for this 
ordinance, exists independent of any comparative analysis between sexually-oriented and 
non- sexually-oriented businesses. Additionally, the county's interest in regulating adult 
entertainment establishments extends to preventing future secondary effects of either 
current or future adult entertainment establishments that may locate in the county. The 
county finds that the cases and documentation relied on in this ordinance are reasonably 
believed to be relevant to said secondary effects.

The county hereby adopts and incorporates herein its stated findings and legislative record related 
to the adverse secondary effects of adult entertainment establishments, including the judicial 
opinions and reports related to such secondary effects.	

B.	 DEFINITIONS.
1.	 “Adult bookstore or adult video store” means a commercial establishment which, as one (1) of 

its principal business activities, offers for sale or rental for any form of consideration any one (1) 
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or more of the following: books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or photographs, 
films, motion pictures, video cassettes, compact discs, digital video discs, slides, or other visual 
representations which are characterized by their emphasis upon the display of "specified sexual 
activities" or "specified anatomical areas." A "principal business activity" exists where the 
commercial establishment meets any one (1) or more of the following criteria:
a.	 At least thirty-five (35) percent of the establishment's displayed merchandise consists of 

said items;
b.	 At least thirty-five (35) percent of the retail value (defined as the price charged to 

customers) of the establishment's displayed merchandise consists of said items;
c.	 At least thirty-five (35) percent of the establishment's revenues derive from the sale or 

rental, for any form of consideration, of said items;
d.	 The establishment maintains at least thirty-five (35) percent of its floor space for the 

display, sale, and/or rental of said items (aisles and walkways used to access said items, 
as well as cashier stations where said items are rented or sold, shall be included in "floor 
space" maintained for the display, sale, or rental of said items);

e.	 The establishment maintains at least five hundred square feet (500 sq. ft.) of its floor space 
for the display, sale, and/or rental of said items (aisles and walkways used to access said 
items, as well as cashier stations where said items are rented or sold, shall be included in 
"floor space" maintained for the display, sale, or rental of said items);

f.	 The establishment regularly offers for sale or rental at least two thousand (2,000) of said 
items; or

g.	 The establishment maintains an "adult arcade," which means any place to which the public 
is permitted or invited wherein coin-operated or slug-operated or electronically, electrically, 
or mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, projectors, or other image- 
producing devices are regularly maintained to show images to five (5) or fewer persons 
per machine at any one (1) time, and where the images so displayed are characterized by 
their emphasis upon matter exhibiting "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical 
areas."

2.	 " Adult cabaret " means a nightclub, bar, juice bar, restaurant, bottle club, or similar commercial 
establishment that regularly features live conduct characterized by semi-nudity. No 
establishment shall avoid classification as an adult cabaret by offering or featuring nudity.

3.	 " Adult entertainment establishment " means an "adult bookstore or adult video store," an "adult 
cabaret," an "adult motion picture theater," a "semi-nude model studio," or a "sex paraphernalia 
store."

4.	 " Adult motion picture theater " means a commercial establishment where films, motion 
pictures, videocassettes, slides, or similar photographic reproductions which are characterized 
by their emphasis upon the display of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical 
areas" are regularly shown to more than five (5) persons for any form of consideration.

5.	 " Characterized by " means describing the essential character or quality of an item. As applied 
in this article, no business shall be classified as an adult entertainment establishment by virtue 
of showing, selling, or renting materials rated NC-17 or R by the Motion Picture Association of 
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America.
6.	 " Floor space " means the floor area inside an establishment that is visible or accessible to 

patrons for any reason, excluding restrooms.
7.	 " Nudity " means the showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area, vulva, or anus 

with less than a fully opaque covering, or the showing of the female breast with less than a fully 
opaque covering of any part of the nipple and areola.

8.	 " Regional shopping mall (enclosed) " means a group of retail and other commercial 
establishments that is planned, developed, and managed as a single property, with on-site 
parking provided around the perimeter of the shopping center, and that is generally at least 
forty (40) acres in size and flanked by two (2) or more large "anchor" stores, such as department 
stores. The common walkway or "mall" is enclosed, climate-controlled and lighted, usually with 
an inward orientation of the stores facing the walkway.

9.	 " Regularly " means the consistent and repeated doing of an act on an ongoing basis.
10.	" Semi-nude or semi-nudity " means the showing of the female breast below a horizontal line 

across the top of the areola and extending across the width of the breast at that point, or the 
showing of the male or female buttocks. This definition shall include the lower portion of the 
human female breast, but shall not include any portion of the cleavage of the human female 
breasts exhibited by a bikini, dress, blouse, shirt, leotard, or similar wearing apparel provided 
the areola is not exposed in whole or in part.

11.	" Semi-nude model studio " means a place where persons regularly appear in a state of semi- 
nudity for money or any form of consideration in order to be observed, sketched, drawn, 
painted, sculptured, photographed, or similarly depicted by other persons. This definition 
does not apply to any place where persons appearing in a state of semi-nudity did so in a class 
operated:
a.	 By a college, junior college, or university supported entirely or partly by taxation;
b.	 By a private college or university which maintains and operates educational programs in 

which credits are transferable to a college, junior college, or university supported entirely or 
partly by taxation; or

c.	 In a structure:
i.	 Which has no sign visible from the exterior of the structure and no other advertising that 

indicates a semi-nude person is available for viewing; and
ii.	 Where, in order to participate in a class a student must enroll at least three (3) days in 

advance of the class.
12.	" Sexual device " means any three-dimensional object designed for stimulation of the male 

or female human genitals, anus, buttocks, female breast, or for sadomasochistic use or abuse 
of oneself or others and shall include devices commonly known as dildos, vibrators, penis 
pumps, cock rings, anal beads, butt plugs, nipple clamps, and physical representations of the 
human genital organs. Nothing in this definition shall be construed to include devices primarily 
intended for protection against sexually transmitted diseases or for preventing pregnancy.

13.	" Sex paraphernalia store " means a commercial establishment that regularly features sexual 
devices and regularly advertises or holds itself out, in any medium, as an establishment that 
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caters to adult sexual interests. This definition shall not be construed to include any:
a.	 Pharmacy, drug store, medical clinic, any establishment primarily dedicated to providing 

medical or healthcare products or services; or
b.	 Any establishment located within an enclosed regional shopping mall.

14.	" Specified anatomical areas " means and includes:
a.	 Less than completely and opaquely covered: human genitals, pubic region; buttock; and 

female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola; and
b.	 Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered.

15.	" Specified sexual activity " means any of the following:
a.	 Intercourse, oral copulation, masturbation or sodomy; or
b.	 Excretory functions as a part of or in connection with any of the activities described in (a) 

above.	    
C.	 LOCATION PROVISIONS.
Adult entertainment establishments shall be permitted only in the following zones: Highway 
Commercial, Limited Industrial, and Heavy Industrial, provided that:

1.	 It shall be unlawful to establish, operate, or cause to be operated an adult entertainment 
establishment within one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet of a residential zoning district 
(e.g., SF 40, SF 20, SF 14.5, SF 10, SF 8.5, SF 7, SF 6 and their corresponding MSF classifications; 
and GR, GRn, MRD, RR, RC and MHP). Measurements for this subparagraph (1) shall be made in 
a straight line without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the closest part of the 
structure containing the adult entertainment establishment to the closest point on the boundary 
line of the residential zoning district.

2.	 It shall be unlawful to establish, operate, or cause to be operated an adult entertainment 
establishment within one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet of a residential structure. For 
the purpose of this subparagraph, a residential structure is hereby defined as a single-family 
house or mobile home, a townhouse, a duplex or a multi-family structure and specifically 
excludes structures that are accessory uses to other activities, such as upper-story apartments 
in a commercial zone. Measurements for this subparagraph (2) shall be made in a straight 
line without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the closest part of the structure 
containing the adult entertainment establishment to the closest point on the property line of the 
parcel containing the residential structure.

3.	 It shall be unlawful to establish, operate, or cause to be operated an adult entertainment 
establishment within one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet of any house of worship, day care 
center, public or private elementary or secondary education school, public park, public library, 
cemetery, or any motion picture establishment which regularly shows G or PG rated movies 
to the general public. Measurements for this subparagraph (3) shall be made in a straight 
line without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the closest part of the structure 
containing the adult entertainment establishment to the closest point on the property line of 
the parcel containing the house of worship, day care center, school, park, library, cemetery, or 
motion picture establishment.

4.	 It shall be unlawful to establish, operate, or cause to be operated an adult entertainment 
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establishment within seven hundred fifty (750) feet of any other adult entertainment 
establishment. Measurements for this subparagraph (4) shall be made in a straight line without 
regard to intervening structures or objects, from the closest parts of the structures containing 
the two (2) adult entertainment establishments.

5.	 An adult entertainment establishment lawfully operating in a lawful location is not rendered 
unlawful by the subsequent location of any use or zoning district listed in subparagraphs (1)—
(4) that would otherwise render its location unlawful for an adult entertainment establishment. 
This provision applies only to the particular adult entertainment establishment that was 
operating in a particular lawful location when the subsequent disqualifying use or zoning 
district arrived, and only for so long as that particular adult entertainment establishment 
continues to lawfully operate in that location.

Section 902 - Animal Facilties.

A.	 SMALL ANIMAL PRODUCTION FACILITIES
1.	 The following regulatory information shall be provided for facilities where between ten 

thousand one (10,001) and two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) pounds of normal production 
animal live weight will be located on site at any one (1) time:
a.	 A copy of the SCDHEC permit to construct the proposed facility; and
b.	 A copy of the SCDHEC approved Animal Facility Management Plan (AFMP) for the facility; 

and
c.	 A copy of any waivers approved by SCDHEC related to modifications in the required setbacks 

or other requirements as established in the SCDHEC regulations for such facilities; and
d.	 Other applicable regulatory permits necessary for the operation of such facilities.

2.	 The following regulatory information shall be provided for facilities where between two 
hundred fifty thousand one (250,001) and five hundred thousand (500,000) pounds of normal 
production animal live weight will be located on site at any one (1) time:
a.	 Items a.—d. above; and
b.	 A copy of the Dead Animal (swine or other) Disposal Plan; and
c.	 Plans and specification for all other manure treatment or storage structures, such as holding 

tanks or manure storage sheds not included in the AFMP; and
d.	 A copy of the Emergency Plan for the facility.

B.	 THE RAISING, CARE AND HANDLING OF ANIMALS AND LIVESTOCK.
The raising, care and handling of animals, where allowed by district, must meet the minimum lot size 
requirements listed in § 205.
C.	 ANIMAL BOARDING FACILITIES	

1.	 AG3, HC, NC, CC, RCS, TRS, RE1, RE2, OPI, PR1, & RC ZONING DISTRICTS
No outside boarding of animals.

D.	 Wild Game Processing
1.	 All processing services shall be conducted within a fully enclosed structure.

(Ord. No. 155-2024, §9, 1-21-2025)
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Section 903 - Asphalt, Concrete and Aggregate Processing Facilities.
Facilities engaged in the processing of aggregates used in the production, demolition or recycling of 
asphalt and/or concrete products shall be subject to the following conditions.
A.	 HOURS OF OPERATION
Hours of operation shall be governed by the Horry County Noise Ordinance.
B.	 SEPARATION FROM RESIDENTIAL.

1.	 All proposed batch production facilities shall be located a minimum of five hundred (500) feet 
from any residentially used or zoned lot, whether said lot is located within the unincorporated 
county or a municipal jurisdiction. The distance shall be measured from the parcel line of the 
proposed site to the residential zoning line or residentially used lot line. The separation distance 
shall be reduced to three hundred (300) feet if the facility is separated from the residential by an 
active railroad right-of-way or highway with at least two hundred fifty (250) feet of right-of-way.

2.	 All proposed outdoor aggregate processing (i.e., crushing, sorting and recycling) facilities are 
required to be separated by one thousand (1,000) feet from any residentially used or zoned lot, 
whether said lot is located within the unincorporated county or a municipal jurisdiction. The 
distance shall be measured from the parcel line of the proposed site to the residential zoning 
line or residentially used lot line. The separation distance shall be reduced to five hundred (500) 
feet if the facility is separated from the residential by an active railroad right-of-way or highway 
with at least two hundred fifty (250) feet of right-of-way.

C.	 MINIMUM LOT AREA
2.5 acres.
D.	 MINIMUM SETBACKS
Mixing, batching, crushing and processing equipment shall be a minimum of fifty (50) feet from all 
property lines. Setbacks may be greater if required by the zoning district in which the facility is being 
constructed. Setbacks for all other buildings or uses on the property are required to meet the minimums 
for that zoning district.
E.	 ENCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS
All asphalt and concrete batch plants under this section shall be located in fully enclosed structures. 
Aggregate processing (i.e., crushing, sorting and recycling) facilities are not required to be fully enclosed 
as long as they meet all other requirements of this ordinance.
F.	 VEHICLE AREAS
All internal vehicle use areas shall be maintained in a dust free condition. All aggregate processing 
facilities must submit a dust control plan prior to receiving approval.
G.	 LANDSCAPING/BUFFERING.

1.	 Roadway Screening. The site shall be screened from adjacent roadways to a minimum height of 
ten (10) feet. This can be accomplished from any combination of walls, berms and/or vegetation 
whether planted or existing.If screening is composed solely of vegetation the buffer width from 
the roadway must be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet and no less than eighty (80) percent 
opacity in the winter season. Buffers shall contain landscape materials equal to twice that of 
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the standard supplemental planting requirements of Article V. If the screen contains walls and/
or berms a minimum of ten (10) feet in height or the roadway only services adjacent industrial 
uses then the site only has to meet the landscaping requirements of Article V.

2.	 Side and rear property lines. All side and rear property lines must be screened according to the 
requirements of Article V, unless subject to (c) below.

3.	 Enhanced buffers. Asphalt and concrete batch facilities within one thousand (1,000) feet of a 
residentially used or zoned property shall be screened through enhanced buffers. The enhanced 
buffer shall be around the entire work area with openings provided for approved entrances. 
The site should be designed so that structures and or walls are designed to provide interior site 
screening in front of the openings provided for access. The enhanced buffer shall consist of one 
of the following options:
a.	 Buffer one hundred (100) feet in width with twice the landscaping material as required by 

the supplemental planting in buffer areas. Existing vegetation may be supplemented using 
a combination of evergreen trees and shrubs to reach eighty (80) percent winter season 
opacity within three (3) years; or

b.	 A ten-foot wall, berm or combination in addition to the landscape buffer requirements of 
Article V.

H.	 TRUCK ROUTES.
1.	 All such facilities shall submit to the County for approval a map showing a pre-designated 

route for all transport trucks traveling north, east, south, and west between the facility and the 
nearest arterial/collector street. The intent of this section is to control the route between the 
nearest arterial/collector street and the facility, taking into consideration that the routes may be 
different depending on the travel direction.

2.	 The route maps shall restrict to the greatest extent possible the routing of transport trucks so 
as to minimize routes that traverse residential neighborhoods, that unreasonably and adversely 
impact residential dwelling units, or that damage or degrade public streets from repetitive heavy 
weights or the spillage of materials from transport trucks. No facility operations shall commence 
until the county has approved the truck route map as conforming to the requirements of this 
section. Once the route map is approved by the county, all transport trucks shall travel the 
approved routes as shown on the route map unless a temporary diversion is necessary to avoid 
emergency or hazardous conditions along the approved route. The owner or operator shall 
promptly contact the county in the event of any circumstance necessitating a diversion from the 
route map.

I.	 MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC STREETS.
1.	 Facilities shall employ measures to limit the tracking, carrying, or depositing of aggregates, 

fillers, dirt, dust, mud, sludge, or other materials associated with the facility upon any public 
street or thoroughfare.

2.	 All transport trucks and equipment leaving a facility shall be completely rinsed of asphalt, 
concrete, aggregates, fillers, dirt, dust, mud, sludge, or other facility materials prior to leaving 
the site.

3.	 All facilities shall provide paved aprons from any paved public or private right-of-ways onto the 
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site for a distance of at least one hundred (100) feet.
4.	 If, on paved public roadways, there are visible tracks or deposits of aggregates, fillers, dirt, dust, 

mud, sludge, or an other material associate with the operation of a concrete or asphalt facility 
along the travel path of vehicles exiting the facility site, all such paved public road(s) shall be 
swept by the owner or operator at least once each day of operation or more often as reasonably 
required by the county to remedy and remove the tracking and deposit. All sweeping shall be 
done by a commercial grade mechanical, vacuum or regenerative air sweeper that uses water 
for controlling dust. The owner or operator shall keep a daily written log of sweeping activities. 
The log shall be kept for one month.

5.	 If accessing off an unpaved road the facility operator will be required to maintain said road to 
Horry County standards. This will involve, at a minimum, the provision of a water truck and 
motor grader for all plant locations.	   	

J.	 STORMWATER.
1.	 All sites regardless of size will be required to obtain a Horry County stormwater permit.
2.	 All liquid residues resulting from the cleaning of transport trucks and equipment shall be 

directed to impervious process holding basins approved by the county.
a.	 Basins shall be designed to hydraulically separate from the stormwater detention/water 

quality control facilities.
b.	 All liquids from such basins shall be either recycled through the facility or discharged to the 

sanitary sewer system.
c.	 All residual material from the basins shall be collected and disposed of or recycled, in 

accordance with applicable laws and regulations.
d.	 After issuance of approval by the county, records evidencing proper disposition of residue 

materials must be maintained on site.
e.	 The stormwater detention pond and liquid and the holding basins may be combined into 

a single facility where it can be demonstrated that the facility will meet the discharge and 
water quality requirements.

Section 904 - ATM and Ice Vending Machines.

A.	 ATM AND ICE VENDING MACHINES SHALL BE PERMITTED ON INDIVIDUAL COMMERCIAL 
LOTS WITHOUT A PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE; PROVIDED THAT:
1.	 The ATM and Ice Vending machine is placed on a permanent foundation and located within a 

permanent structure improved to resemble a site-built facility. Such facility shall be landscaped 
in accordance with the standards established within this ordinance. This condition does not 
apply to accessory use ATM and Ice Vending machines.

2.	 No less than two (2) parking spaces are provided per ATM and Ice Vending machine servicing or 
walk-up customers.

3.	 No less than three (3) queuing (stacking) spaces are provided per ATM drive-up service. 
All queuing spaces shall be located on the site of the ATM machine and not in the public 
right-of-way.
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Section 905 - Vehicle and Equipment Sales.

A.	 LI, RCS, TRS, AG2, MA1, PA1, RE3 & RE4 ZONING DISTRICTS
1.	 Vehicles that are not disabled but are awaiting minor repair and servicing are not required to be 

screened.
2.	 Where wrecker service is provided, wrecked or disabled vehicles with current license plates 

shall have no more than 10 vehicles stored on the premises.
B.	 CFA, HC, HI, MA2, MA3, MI ZONING DISTRICTS
Vehicles that are not disabled but are awaiting minor repair and servicing are not required to be 
screened.

Section 906 - Automobile Storage Including Tow Yards.

A.	 conditions which apply to all tow yards
1.	 Each wrecker business which stores towed vehicles shall have a storage lot in close proximity to 

its principal place of business and located within Horry County.
2.	 Adequate storage shall be no less than fifty (50) feet by one hundred (100) feet, either under 

cover or fenced with six-foot high privacy fencing (including chain link with vinyl slats or opaque 
mesh; metal or wood). Fencing shall incorporate three (3) strands of barbed wire at the top.

3.	 Each wrecker business shall have posted at its storage lot and at its principal place of business 
signs clearly indicating the procedure for release of vehicles, including the on-call number 
for release of vehicles, such posted signs shall be clearly visible and legible to any driver 
approaching the storage lot or place of business.

B.	 LI & MA1 ZONING DISTRICTS
Allow auto/boat/motorcycle/recreation vehicle storage of licensed vehicles only.
C.	 HC, HI, MA2 & MA3 ZONING DISTRICTS
Allow auto/boat/motorcycle/recreation vehicle storage of licensed or unlicensed vehicles.

Section 907 - Outdoor Storage and/or Sales.

A.	 OUTDOOR USES FOR THE SALE, RENTAL, AND/OR STORAGE OF NEW, USED, OR 
SALVAGED MATERIALS OR EQUIPMENT
1.	 HC ZONING DISTRICT

a.	 No burning of materials or products is conducted on the premises.
b.	 No processing of materials including, but not limited to, car crushing, car shredding, 

grinding, etc.
2.	 HI, LI, MA1, MA2, MA3, & MI ZONING DISTRICTS
No burning of materials or products is conducted on the premises.

B.	 OUTDOOR STORAGE OF NEW OR USED MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT, OR AUTO/BOAT/
MOTORCYCLE/RECREATIONAL VEHICLES.
1.	 RE4 & AG2 ZONING DISTRICTS

a.	 No salvage materials and/or operations for processing of materials allowed.
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b.	 No stand alone tow yards allowed
C.	 BOAT STORAGE IN THE BO1 ZONING DISTRICT

a.	 No salvage materials and/or operations for processing of materials allowed
b.	 Storage of boats and/ or watercrafts only

D.	 ACCESSORY OUTDOOR STORAGE
1.	 CFA, AG3, RCS, & TRS ZONING DISTRICTS

a.	 Storage is only allowed when accessory to a permitted use within the district.
b.	 Storage shall not be located forward of the principal use.
c.	 No salvage materials and/or operations for processing of materials allowed.

2.	 AG2, HC, RE4, LI, MA1, MA2, MA3, MI & HI ZONING DISTRICTS
a.	 Storage is allowed accessory to a permitted use within the district.
b.	 Accessory storage must adhere to all conditions assigned to these districts in regards to 

outdoor storage in § 907.A or B above.
3.	 FA ZONING DISTRICT

a.	 Storage of automobiles, campers & boats is allowed accessory to a mini warehouse facility.
b.	 Accessory storage of automobiles, campers & boats may not be located forward of the mini 

warehouse facility
c.	 No other accessory outdoor storage uses are permitted

Section 908 - Boarding Houses.

A.	 BOARDING HOUSES WHERE PERMITTED BY DISTRICT, PROVIDED THAT 
1.	 The maximum number of occupants per house shall include any live-in personnel who are 

responsible for management and operation.
2.	 The quarters to be utilized by the boarders and the occupants of the premises shall be in the 

principal residential structure. Separate structures, accessory buildings and garages are not 
permitted to be used as boarding rooms.

3.	 Maximum of two (2) boarding houses per parcel, regardless of the total number of acres.
4.	 Food service facilities shall accommodate only boarders of said establishment and their guests.

Section 909 - Campers and/or Recreational Vehicles Used as Temporary Living 
Accomodations.

A.	 LFA, FA, AND CFA ZONING DISTRICTS ON PROPERTIES ABUTTING THE WACCAMAW 
RIVER AND/OR ON PROPERTIES NORTH AND WEST OF THE WACCAMAW RIVER 
provided that
1.	 There is no existing residential dwelling unit or commercial use/building on the property, 

except when the property will be used for an approved special event, as described in §13-34 
of the general code, and a certificate of zoning compliance has been obtained from the Zoning 
Administrator.

2.	 No more than two (2) campers or recreation vehicles may be located on a property, except when 
the property will be used for an approved special event, as described in §13-34 of the general 
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code, and a certificate of zoning compliance has been obtained from the Zoning Administrator.
3.	 The maximum duration of stay within the campers and recreation vehicles shall be limited to no 

more than fifteen (15) days per calendar month, except when the camper or recreation vehicle is 
used in conjunction with an approved special event, as described in §13-34 of the general code. 
In such instance, the duration of the stay shall be equal to that of the approved special event.

4.	 Campers or recreation vehicles used upon such property shall meet the standards specified in 
subsection D.

B.	 HC, RC, CR, CFA AND TRS ZONING DISTRICTS PROVIDED THAT
1.	 The property upon which the camper or recreation vehicle is located is the site of an approved 

special event, as described in §13-34 of the general code, that has been issued a certificate of 
zoning compliance from the Zoning Administrator.

2.	 The maximum duration of stay within the camper or recreation vehicle shall be equal to that of 
the approved special event.

3.	 The property owner provides a receipt for sanitary service (i.e. port-o-toilet) or proof that 
existing facilities are available on-site that may be used during the approved special event.

4.	 Campers or recreation vehicles used upon the property meet the standards specified in 
subsection D.	

C.	 ON LOTS ≥20,000 SQUARE FEET DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SINGLE FAMILY 
RESIDENCE, PROVIDED THAT
1.	 The parcel has an active building permit for a single family residence.
2.	 The camper or recreation vehicle may not be lived in for longer than one (1) year.
3.	 No more than one (1) camper/ recreation vehicle per parcel.
4.	 Temporary services for the camper must be disconnected before the Certificate of Occupancy 

(CO) may be issued for the single family home or any accessory uses (i.e. pools, storage 
buildings, detached garages, etc.)

5.	 Campers or recreation vehicles used upon the property shall meet the standards specified in	
subsection D.	

D.	 OTHER CONDITIONS
1.	 Campers or recreation vehicles on the property shall have a current license plate and 

registration.
2.	 Campers or recreation vehicles upon the property shall be road-ready for immediate removal.
3.	 Campers or recreation vehicles on the property are serviced by sanitary/waste disposal systems 

approved by the applicable utility provider or SCDHEC for septic/well.
4.	 Any electrical service to campers or recreation vehicles on the property shall have been 

permitted, inspected and approved by the Horry County Building & Code Enforcement 
Department.

5.	 Campers or recreation vehicles on the property shall be located so that all setbacks, dimensional 
standards, and other pertinent zoning requirements are met. 

(Ord. No. 63-2023, §9, 6-20-2023)
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Section 910 - Churches, Synagogues, Temples, and Other Places of Worship.

A.	 all residential zoning districts provided that
1.	 Such use is housed in a permanent structure that is not a dwelling unit meeting all applicable 

building code requirements for an institutional use.
2.	 Such use is located on a lot not less than one and one-half (1½) acres in area.
3.	 Minimum lot width shall be two hundred (200) feet.
4.	 No structure on the lot is closer than thirty (30) feet to any abutting residential property line.
5.	 An on-premises private school, kindergarten, pre-school, nursery, or day care center, cemeteries 

or fellowship hall/family life center shall be considered an accessory use to the principal use of 
the site.

B.	 ALL COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT(S) PROVIDED THAT
1.	 Such use is housed in a permanent structure meeting all applicable building code requirements 

for an institutional use.
2.	 Such uses may be permitted within an existing storefront or tenant space.
3.	 If such use is located in a detached structure, it shall be no closer than thirty (30) feet to any 

abutting residential property line.
4.	 An on-premises private school, kindergarten, pre-school, nursery or day care center, cemeteries 

or fellowship hall/family life center shall be considered an accessory use to the principal use of 
the site.

Section 911 - Daycare Centers.
1.	 Facilities shall be accessory uses in HI, MA1, MA2 and MA3 districts, and conditional uses in all 

other zoning districts, except as stated herein.
2.	 No group care facility shall be located on the same street within five hundred (500) feet of 

another residential center, measured from the nearest property lines of the group care facility.
3.	 May be placed in separate facilities in various zones according to the number of occupants 

served:

OCCUPANTS Permitted In: 

1—5 (Family care) All zoning districts 

6—12 (Group care)* Allowed on lots > 20,000 sf in all residentially zoned districts.** All commercial districts 

13+ (Day care)* All commercial districts** 

Footnotes:

* Commercial building code shall be adhered to. 

** Access to said facility must be provided via all-weather surface.

Section 912 - Firearm Training and Sports Facilities.

A.	 APPLICABILITY
Commercial and public firearm training and sports facilities shall be allowed as a conditional use in HI, 
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FA, CFA, LFA, AG2, and AG3, per the conditions listed herein.	    
B.	 DEFINITIONS
FIREARM TRAINING AND SPORTS FACILITIES—Commercial or public facilities designed and 

specificallydesignated for training, safe shooting practice and competition with firearms, whether 
open to the public, open only to private membership, open to organization training such as law 
enforcement, or any combination thereof.

COMMERCIAL FACILITY—An outdoor range receiving remuneration for the activities associated 
herein. Seasonal "turkey shoots" shall be exempt from the standards herein so long as the Horry 
County Department of Public Safety is notified prior to the event.

PUBLIC FACILITY—An outdoor range owned and managed by the State of South Carolina and/or the 
County of Horry.

RANGE—Any individual or group of firing positions for a specific shooting type.
SHOOTING TYPE—Rifle range, pistol range, archery range, tactical, skeet, trap, 5-stand, sport clay 

courses. Any type closely associated with those listed herein.
FIREARM—Any rifle, pistol, air gun, shotgun, and/or bow available to the general public.
C.	 OPERATING STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS

1.	 Range planning, construction and operation shall be in substantial harmony with the guidelines 
in The NRA Range Source Book: A Guide to Planning and Construction, published by the NRA, 
latest edition, or the guidelines established by various publications produced by the NSSF for 
range planning, design, and management.

2.	 Ranges and all buildings shall meet the setback requirements of the zoning district.
3.	 A building/structure meeting commercial requirements shall be required on site.
4.	 Hours of operation shall be posted in a conspicuous place. Shooting activities shall be permitted 

during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to one (1) hour after sunset. Sunday hours shall be limited to 2:00 
p.m. to one (1) hour after sunset. Hours shall be extended to accommodate law enforcement 
certification for low-light conditions training, or upon a finding during county council review 
that extended hours will have no deleterious effects to surrounding property owners.

5.	 Rules and regulations as stipulated in the application detailed in Chapter 13, Article IX of the 
Horry County Code of Ordinances, shall be conspicuously posted throughout the facility.

6.	 All firearm training and sports facilities shall have a designated range master/officer or masters. 
A designated range master/officer must be present whenever the facility is open for shooting 
activities.

7.	 The sale and/or consumption of alcohol on-site shall be prohibited.
8.	 All firearm training and sports facilities shall comply with the Horry County Noise Ordinance 

(Article 3, § 13-33), unless preempted by the South Carolina Shooting Range Protection Act of 
2000 (S.C. Code § 31-18-30).

D.	 RANGES FOR CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMITS
1.	 On-site classroom instruction for activities associated with concealed weapons permits (CWP) 

shall require a building/structure meeting commercial standards. Facilities offering CWP, where 
only the active live fire shooting portion of the course is instructed on-site, are exempt from this 
requirement.
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2.	 Ranges offering only CWP are exempt from the permitting requirements of Chapter 13, Article 
X of the Horry County Code of Ordinances. Said ranges shall be designed in accordance with 
§912.C.2. Plans and specifications shall be submitted to the planning department for review.

3.	 CWP range operators are required to have a CWP instructor license issued by the State of South 
Carolina.

E.	 SIGN REQUIREMENTS
1.	 Signs shall be mounted along the perimeter of the facility when adjacent lands are publicly 

owned.
2.	 Signs shall be separated by no more than one hundred (100) feet, with the words "Firing Range" 

and "No Trespassing" on each sign.
3.	 Signs shall be a minimum of eighteen (18) inches by twenty-four (24) inches and shall be 

fluorescent red or orange.
4.	 Owners/operators are responsible for all fees associated with production and placement of 

signs. In no instance shall a facility receive a certificate of occupancy until said signs are placed 
where applicable.

Section 913 - Food Vending.

A.	 intent.
The purpose of this ordinance is to provide standards for mobile food vendors while balancing the 
interests of public health, safety, and overall community wellbeing.
B.	 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1.	 Mobile food units (with the exception of ice cream trucks) may be allowed as a conditional use 
in the following zones: HC, NC, CC, TRS, RCS, RE-1, RE-2, RE-3, RE-4, EIO, PA1, OPI, PR-1, PR-2, 
MA-1, MA-2, MA-3, MI, LI, HI, AC, AM1, AM2, and commercial areas of PUD/PDD provided they 
meet the following requirements:
a.	 The mobile food unit meets a 25' front setback. If adjacent to a residential area, then the 

mobile food unit must meet the side and rear setback requirements of its underlying zoning 
district;

b.	 There is a principal structure and/or business on site; the mobile food units are located on 
a parcel with no less than an improved dust-free surface thirty (30) feet driveway throat 
length; Ingress, egress, and internal circulation of vehicular traffic shall not create a hazard 
for traffic on an adjacent street or on the subject parcel; The mobile food unit is not within 
ten (10) feet of an entranceway to any business open to the public;

c.	 Only one mobile food unit may be permitted per parcel at a time (unless otherwise 
permitted in a PUD/PDD). Parcels over 30 acres in size may have up to one mobile food unit 
per 2 acres. In any case, there shall be no more than 15 mobile food trucks per parcel;

d.	 A minimum of two (2) parking spaces must be provided per mobile food unit and 
maintained in addition to the minimum parking required for the principal business;

e.	 No portion of the mobile food unit shall be allowed to occupy or obstruct access to any 
parking stall, or parking aisle required by the Zoning Ordinance;

f.	 The mobile food unit is not located within three hundred (300) feet of the principal 
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public entrance to any food service business not owned by the vendor or property owner, 
which sells merchandise which is approved for sale in this ordinance (unless the adjacent 
food service business owner provides a legal affidavit agreeing to a lesser distance). If a 
restaurant opens within the three-hundred-foot zone after the mobile food vendor has 
continuously operated his business in the location for at least two (2) years, the mobile food 
vendor may remain in that location;

g.	 The mobile food unit is not located within two hundred (200) feet of the principal public 
entrance to any PreK-12 educational facility, unless approval from the school exists in 
writing and is provided upon request;

h.	 A letter and/or copy of an official lease agreement from the property owner to vend on 
the subject parcel and a copy of the property owner's business license must be provided. 
If applicable, the vendor must provide a copy of the approved county hospitality tax 
application and a State sales tax number to the Zoning Administrator before a vending 
permit is issued;

i.	 A list of all requested sites, including the property owners and physical addresses. The 
applicant must submit site plans, to scale, showing all proposed locations of the vending 
operation on the plans. The Zoning Administrator must find that the proposed operation 
complies with all applicable provisions of this Section, and that the proposed operation will 
not adversely affect the traffic accessibility, or health and public safety;

j.	 The mobile food unit must obtain an annual zoning compliance;
2.	 Ice cream trucks may be allowed as a conditional use in all zones, provided they meet the 

following:
a.	 The unit shall only be stationary for a maximum of 30 minutes per stop and move at least 

one block before making another stop;
b.	 It is unlawful for any ice cream truck to stop on private property without the consent of the 

property owner.
3.	 Applicants for all mobile food units, including ice cream trucks, must submit the following to 

receive a Horry County Mobile Food Permit:
a.	 The applicant's permanent street address and mailing address;
b.	 A brief description of the nature of the business and goods to be sold;
c.	 SCDHEC Certification, or a letter from SCDHEC stating that certification is not required;
d.	 Proof of current license plate and vehicle(s) registration;
e.	 Color photographs of the vehicle(s) exterior in sufficient number to provide permitting 

officials to be familiar with all the exterior views of the mobile food unit;
f.	 A maximum of 50 permits (including mobile food units and ice cream trucks) shall be 

allowed at any given time.
C.	 DURATION AND FEES (FOR ALL MOBILE FOOD UNITS, INCLUDING ICE CREAM TRUCKS)

1.	 The fee levied by this ordinance is for the purpose of providing such regulation as may be 
required by the businesses subject thereto and for the purpose of raising revenue through a 
privilege tax. The mobile food permits issued under this ordinance will be valid beginning on 
date of this ordinance's enactment until April 30 of the ensuing year. In the following years, a 
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permit shall be from May 1 until April 30 of the ensuing year;
2.	 The permitting fee for each mobile food unit is $150.00, which includes review of two vending 

locations. For any additional location reviews made in conjunction with an initial application, 
there will be a fee of $100.00 per location.

3.	 The annual permitting fee for each ice cream truck is $150.00.
D.	 PERMITTED MERCHANDISE (FOR ALL MOBILE FOOD UNITS, INCLUDING ICE CREAM 

TRUCKS)
Mobile food vendors shall be limited to edible and hot and cold beverages; containing no alcohol. The 
selling of non-food or non-drink items shall be limited to merchandise displaying the Mobile Food 
Vendor company logo and/or branding. No items may be displayed outside of the vehicle.
E.	 SIGNAGE (FOR ALL MOBILE FOOD UNITS, INCLUDING ICE CREAM TRUCKS)

1.	 No advertising shall be permitted on any mobile food unit except to identify the name of the 
product or the name of the vendor, and the posting of prices;

2.	 Electronic or illuminated signs shall not be utilized by vendors while mobile;
3.	 Temporary off-site signs for the mobile food units shall be prohibited;
4.	 One on-site sandwich style shall be permitted per mobile food unit, maximum two (2) feet by 

three (3) feet in size, located within ten (10) feet of the mobile food unit, and must be located 
outside of all buffers and right-of-ways, unless prohibited by Overlay requirements.

F.	 PROHIBITED CONDUCT (FOR ALL MOBILE FOOD UNITS, INCLUDING ICE CREAM TRUCKS)
No vendor shall:

a.	 Vend on any street or sidewalk where vending is otherwise prohibited;
b.	 Vend between the hours of 3:00 a.m. through 6:00 a.m.;
c.	 Leave any mobile food unit unattended;
d.	 Store, park, or leave any mobile food unit overnight at any vending location;
e.	 Sell food or beverages for immediate consumption unless there is a litter receptacle and 

recycling bins available for the patrons' use;
f.	 Leave any location without first removing and disposing of all trash or refuse remaining 

from sales made by the vendor;
g.	 Allow any items relating to the operation of the vending business to be placed anywhere 

other than within, on, or under, the mobile food unit;
h.	 Set up, maintain or permit the use of any crate, carton, rack, or any other device to increase 

the selling or display capacity of the mobile food unit with the exception of one table 3' x 5' 
in size (subject to site plan approval), and no taller than 4' in height is allowed;

i.	 Sell anything other than permitted merchandise as detailed in this ordinance;
j.	 All mobile food units shall abide by the requirements stated in Section 13-32 "Certain 

Noises Prohibited";
k.	 Allow the mobile food unit or any other item relating to the permitted vending operation to	

lean against or hang from any building, utility pole, or other structure.	
G.	 EXEMPTIONS (FOR ALL MOBILE FOOD UNITS, INCLUDING ICE CREAM TRUCKS)
The provisions of this section shall not apply to special events, festivals, community projects or public 
events which occur on a periodic basis and which are specifically approved by County Council or as 
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an approved Special Event. This section shall not apply to activities conducted pursuant to a franchise 
agreement or other contract with Horry County. Refer to Sections 13-34 "Special Event Permits," Section 
14-14 "Commercial Activity Prohibited at Public Boat Landing and Other Property Open to the General 
Public Owned by Horry County," Section 5-16 "Solicitation and Commercial Activities Prohibited," and 
Section 5-19 "Vehicles Prohibited."	
H.	 VIOLATIONS (FOR ALL MOBILE FOOD UNITS, INCLUDING ICE CREAM TRUCKS)
The vendor, property owner/lessee and assigns shall be responsible for any violation of this section or 
any other sections of the Horry County Code of Ordinances. Such violations may result in the revocation 
or denial of a Certificate of Zoning Compliance and vending permit, and may also result in the revocation 
and denial of a Certificate of Zoning Compliance and for any future vending permits. If the mobile food 
unit receives more than 3 violations, the permit will be revoked for one year.

Section 914 - Fraternity/Sorority Houses.

A.	 WHERE FRATERNITY/SORORITY HOUSES ARE PERMITTED, THEY MUST MEET THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS
1.	 The use is located on the same parcel of land on which the main campus of a technical school, 

college or university is located or on an adjoining parcel owned by the technical school, college 
or university provided the structure is located within one thousand (1,000) feet of the main 
campus and is occupied by college, university, or professional organization recognized by that 
particular college, university or technical school.

2.	 The use adheres to the following lot size, building height, lot coverage, setbacks, and screening: 
The maximum density does not exceed eight (8) bedrooms per acre or portion thereof based on 
the lot area.

Setbacks
ADJACENT TO NON-RESIDENTIAL USES ADJACENT TO RESIDENTIAL USES 

HEIGHT LESS THAN 36' GREATER THAN 36' LESS THAN 36' GREATER THAN 36' 

FRONT 50 feet 50 feet 50 feet 50 feet 

SIDE 10 feet 20 feet 30 feet 40 feet 

REAR 15 feet 30 feet 30 feet 30 feet 

3.	 Where the use abuts a residential zoning district and is not separated by a street right-of-way, 
the following screening provisions shall apply:
a.	 A privacy fence or wall at least six (6) feet in height shall be placed along the property line.
b.	 The privacy fence or wall is in accordance with the setbacks and requirements for privacy 

fences.
c.	 A minimum of twenty (20) feet of existing vegetation or re-vegetated buffer yard shall be 

established between the proposed building and the adjacent residential district property 
line.
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Section 915 - Gas/Propane Fueling Stations, Tanks and Canopies.
Where permitted, gas/ propane fueling stations, tanks and canopies are required to meet a minimum of 
twenty-five (25) feet from any right-of-way/easement line of the street and are allowed to be forward of 
the primary structure. All other building setbacks are not changed.

Section 916 - Heliports/Helipads.
1.	 Heliports and Helipads shall be permitted only at Public- Use Airports, except that a helipad 

may be permitted as an accessory per § 402. To promote uniform helipad standards within 
Horry County, any proposed heliport/helipad should comply with all heliport design guideline 
recommendations in FAA Advisory Circular 150/5390-2C Heliport Design, and as subsequently 
amended. In addition, a proposed heliport/helipad must comply with 14 CFR Part 157 - Notice 
of Construction, Alteration, Activation, and Deactivation of Airports, NFPA 418 Standard for 
Heliports, and the South Carolina Airports Act.

Section 917 - Multiple Homes On One (1) Parcel of Land
Multiple single-family homes or manufactured homes on one (1) parcel of land provided that (Please 
Note: for Accessory Dwelling Units, see § 925):
A.	 LFA ZONING DISTRICT

1.	 The parcel of land must contain at least six (6) acres.
2.	 The total number of homes placed on a parcel of land shall not exceed one (1) for every three 

(3) acres up to a total of five (5) homes regardless of the total number of acres. (Refer to the 
chart for reference)

Total Number of Acres Number of Homes 
6 to <9 2 

9 to <12 3 
12 to <15 4 

15 and above 5 

3.	 Such use cannot be located on a parcel accessed from a shared private driveway.
B.	 FA AND CFA ZONING DISTRICTS

1.	 The parcel must contain at least three (3) acres;
2.	 The total number of principal structures placed on a parcel of land shall not exceed five (5) 

regardless of the total number of acres;
3.	 Such use cannot be located on a parcel accessed from a shared private driveway.

C.	 RE ZONING DISTRICT
1.	 The parcel of land must contain at least five (5) acres.
2.	 The total number of principal structures placed on a parcel of land shall not exceed five (5) units 

regardless of the total number of acres.
3.	 Such use cannot be located on a parcel accessed from a shared private driveway.
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D.	 AG1 ZONING DISTRICT
1.	 The maximum number of dwellings shall be three (3) per twenty (20) acres not to exceed six(6) 

total units. (Refer to chart for reference)

Total Number of Acres Number of Homes 
<40 3 

40 and above 6 

2.	 Residences shall meet a minimum of twenty (20) feet building separation.
3.	 Such use cannot be located on a parcel accessed from a shared private driveway.

Section 918 - Noncommercial Docks.
It is the intent of Horry County to regulate the construction of noncommercial dock facilities in order to 
minimize the adverse impacts of such activities upon sensitive natural resources. Non-commercial docks 
shall be permitted in all residential districts and commercial districts where residential uses are allowed 
subject to the following:
A.	 APPLICABILITY

1.	 It shall be unlawful to build, construct, repair or alter any noncommercial dock or portion 
thereof in the county without conforming to this section.

2.	 Non-commercial boat docks are allowed under the following conditions:
a.	 No noncommercial dock shall be designed or constructed to accommodate more than two 

(2) boats for permanent mooring. No residentially zoned lot shall have more than one (1) 
dock. For the purposed of this section, personal watercraft lifts shall not be considered a 
boat slip.

b.	 Docks owned and used by a resident of the property in question are a permitted accessory 
use to the primary residential use;

c.	 Docks owned and used by the owner of a property that are not residentially developed is 
permitted as a principal use provided that:
i.	 The use is limited to one (1) dock for each lot or group of contiguous lots in the same 

ownership; and
ii.	 Dock is allowed to have a roof not to exceed twenty (20) feet in height.
iii.	 The boat and docks are owned and primarily used by the owner of the property.
iv.	 No dock contemplated by this section shall be enclosed by any means, either permanent 

or temporary.
B.	 GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.	 Docks must be setback from side property lines a minimum of ten (10) feet from any side lot line 
extended and a minimum separation of twenty (20) feet from any other dock.

2.	 No space may be sold, rented, or leases for watercraft storage purposes.
3.	 Docks may be provided with electric or water utilities, provided no residential accessory dock 

shall be served by separately metered utility service.
4.	 Structures permitted herein shall not be used as a dwelling.
5.	 Commercial activities, including, but not limited to, the sale of gasoline, oil, marine supplies, 
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foodstuffs, boat rentals, boat repair, boat sales and storage shall be strictly prohibited.
6.	 If state and/or federal permits are required for the erection of any dock, such permit shall be 

presented in writing prior to the issuance of any building permit for a dock.
C.	 SPECIAL PROVISIONS
Not withstanding the preceding, a residential dock for the joint use by two (2) or more adjacent 
waterfront property owners may be permitted where the physical characteristics of the waterfront 
make it impractical to build individual docks.
D.	 MULTI-USE/COMMUNITY DOCKS
A multi-use/community dock, which is any dock owned in common or used by residents of a 
homeowners association, multi-family development, condominium, cooperative apartment, or any other 
residential horizontal property regime shall be permitted as a principal use provided that:

a.	 The land area adjacent to the docks is either owned in common or accessible by easement to 
all residents of the property.

b.	 Use of dock shall be limited to residents of the development served by the dock.
c.	 The total number of boat slips shall not exceed the total number of units within the 

residential development served by the community dock.
d.	 The dock shall not be used or operated as rental marinas nor shall any person or entity rent 

any community boat dock except to residents of the subdivision/development served by the 
dock.

e.	 The total size of the dock shall not exceed one thousand (1,000) square feet, excluding the 
walkway.

f.	 Dry boat storage is not permitted except within residential garages or within an approved 
amenity storage area.

g.	 Areas for parking shall meet all applicable screening and landscaping requirements.

Section 919 - Non-Commercial Personal Use Buildings.
Where permitted by district, provided that:

1.	 The building does not exceed four thousand five hundred (4,500) square feet in size.
2.	 Parcels less than 3 acres in size shall be limited to one (1) non-commercial personal use 

building. (Ord. 123-2024)

Section 920 - Commercial Parking Lots/Garages.

A.	 RH
1.	 The parking facility is within six hundred (600) feet of the structure for which the spaces are 

required.
2.	 Title to the parking facility must run with and/or be appurtenant to the title of the principal 

resort housing structure.
B.	 FREE-STANDING, COMMERCIAL PARKING LOTS IN RC
This off-site parking shall not be used to satisfy the parking requirements of § 704 unless otherwise 
authorized by the zoning ordinance or the property owner of the parking area grants a deed restriction 
naming Horry County as a party to ensure that the off-site parking is not later eliminated without prior 
approval of Horry County.
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Section 921 - Patio Home Deveopment.
1.	 The patio home development must be under the same ownership as the adjacent lot at the 

time of initial construction, or the owner of adjacent properties must record an agreement or 
deed restriction, in writing, consenting to the development of zero setback. The maintenance 
and drainage easement required below must be provided as part of this agreement and deed 
restriction.

2.	 The dwelling unit shall be placed on one interior side property line with a zero setback, and the 
dwelling unit setback on the other interior side property line shall be a minimum of ten (10) 
feet. Patios, garden features, and other similar elements shall be allowed within the ten (10) foot 
setback area; provided, however, no structure shall be placed within maintenance easements 
required in 3 below. The dwelling unit shall meet the minimum building separation required by 
the district.

3.	 A perpetual five (5) foot maintenance easement shall be provided on the lot adjacent to the 
zero lot line property line. This easement shall be shown on the plat and incorporated into 
each deed transferring title to the property. The easement shall be kept clear of structures or 
any other improvement which would infringe on the use of the easement, with the exception of 
freestanding walls and fences. The roof shall be so designed that water runoff from the dwelling 
placed on the lot line is controlled by gutters or other approved methods.

Section 922 - Private Residential Subdivision Airparks.

A.	 applicability
Private residential subdivision airparks shall be allowed to contain hangars as subordinate uses on fee 
simple or in-common lots, subject to the following conditions.	    
B.	 CONDITIONS

1.	 Separation from residential—All proposed hangars shall be located a minimum of forty (40) feet 
from any residentially used or zoned lot outside of the residential airpark. The distance shall be 
measured from the proposed hangar to the residential zoning line or residentially used lot line.

2.	 Minimum lot area: Five thousand (5,000) square feet, with a minimum lot width of fifty (50) feet.
3.	 Minimum separation of structures shall be twenty (20) feet.
4.	 Setbacks shall be: 

Front: Thirty (30) feet 
Sides: Ten (10) feet 
Rear: Twenty (20) feet
Exterior setback: Forty (40) feet

5.	 No commercial uses shall be associated with hangars.
6.	 Hangars may not be converted for residential use. Should the hangar lot be combined with a 

residential lot, or enlarged for residential development in the future, the minimum residential 
lot size shall be met for the district.
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Section 923 - Produce Stands.
1.	 Temporary stands, shelters or vehicles must obtain a Certificate of Zoning Compliance annually;
2.	 In AG1, RE & SF/MSF 40 produce stands are limited to only produce grown on-site.
3.	 Off-site stands or shelters that remain on the property where the zoning district permits it and 

are not disassembled after the produce/shrimp season, must meet the setbacks of the zoning 
district in which they are located;

4.	 A minimum of four (4) parking spaces must be provided and suitably maintained;
5.	 The size of such stands or shelters shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet;
6.	 Mobile produce sales may not be located within two thousand (2,000) feet of a permanent 

business specifically owned or leased for the purpose of selling seafood or produce;
7.	 Stands, shelter or vehicles and/or operated on properties where the owner of said properties 

are growing seasonal produce are not required to obtain a Certificate of Zoning Compliance 
provided that sections 2, 3, 4, and 5. above are met; and

8.	 Signage for produce stands shall be allowed the following signage:
a.	 Temporary stands, shelters or vehicles shall be allowed no more than one (1) temporary 

ground sign on-site and be no larger than forty (40) square feet.
b.	 All signage must be set back ten (10) feet from the paved portion of the road and out of the 

highway right-of-way.
c.	 Temporary signs shall be permitted off-site provided;

i.	 Only two (2) signs in one (1) road direction from the stand site shall be allowed or one 
(1) sign per road direction;

ii.	 The sign(s) are no larger than twenty-five (25) square feet;
iii.	 The signs(s) are placed no further than two thousand (2,000) linear feet from the stand 

site;
iv.	 The sign(s) are not placed in the highway right-of-way; and
v.	 Not placed on utility poles, trees, fences, other state authorized signs, rocks or natural 

appurtenances.
d.	 All signage associated with existing produce stands shall come into compliance within 

ninety (90) days of the adoption of this Ordinance.

Section 924 - Public or Private Cemeteries.
1.	 Such use is located on a site of at least one (1) acre;
2.	 Such use includes no crematorium or dwelling unit for a caretaker;
3.	 The location of all plots or structures within the cemetery meet the setback requirements for 

the district in which they are located.

Section 925 - Accessory Dwelling Units.
Accessory dwelling units, within an existing principal dwelling or in a separate structure, shall be 
a conditional use in all zoning districts where a principal single-family detached dwelling unit is 
permitted provided:
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A.	 CONDITIONS WHICH APPLY TO ALL
1.	 No more than one (1) accessory dwelling unit per parcel.
2.	 The principal dwelling unit is occupied by the owner of the property.
3.	 The accessory dwelling unit shall be in conformance with the definition of a single family 

dwelling unit or single manufacture home.
B.	 ATTACHED ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS

1.	 The minimum lot area shall be the same as that of the zoning district.
2.	 The accessory dwelling unit may have a separate entrance.
3.	 The construction of the accessory dwelling unit shall not alter the appearance or character of the 

structure, i.e. cannot create a duplex.
4.	 An accessory dwelling unit, within a principal dwelling, does not require an interior entrance 

but, it must share a common wall with the principal dwelling.
C.	 DETACHED ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS

1.	 The minimum lot area shall be equal to two (2) times that normally required for the zoning 
district where the accessory dwelling unit is proposed.

2.	 Minimum separation shall be no less than twenty (20) feet from the principal dwelling.

Section 926 - Therapeutic Massage Establishments.
1.	 All massage therapists shall be licensed by the State of South Carolina; and
2.	 Services offered and advertised shall not include any type of bathing services performed by an 

employee or agent of the establishment; and
3.	 Hours of operation are limited to 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.

Section 927 - Home Occupations.

A.	 IT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS SECTION TO
1.	 Recognize the home as a viable location for certain types of occupations;
2.	 To ensure the compatibility of home occupation with the principal residential uses in order to 

protect the integrity and character of neighborhoods;
3.	 Minimize noise, traffic nuisances, hazardous material usage, and other possible impact to 

residential areas.
4.	 Prohibit certain types of businesses that would be incompatible with residential uses.
5.	 Prohibit certain types of businesses that would ordinarily be a use (permitted or conditional) in 

a commercial or industrial zoning district.
B.	 THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL HOME OCCUPATIONS

1.	 The home occupation is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for 
residential purposes.

2.	 The home occupation does not change the character of the residential dwelling when conducted 
within the dwelling.

3.	 The owner/operator of the home occupation must either own the property and/or building in 
which the home occupation is operated or have notarized permission from the property owner.

4.	 All parking and maneuvering areas required to support the home occupation shall be located on 
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site to the residence.
5.	 No home occupation shall create excessive noise, dust vibrations, smells, smoke, glare, electrical 

interference, fire hazard or nuisance to any greater or more frequent extent than that usually 
experienced in the district on residentially used zoning lots where no home occupation exists.

6.	 One (1) home occupation sign, provided it is nonilluminated and no larger than two (2) 
square feet in area and it is mounted against a wall of the principal structure unless otherwise 
prohibited by deed restrictions.

7.	 Any home occupation lawfully permitted prior to the adoption of this ordinance will be 
considered "legal non-conforming". Any legal non-conforming home occupation that ceases 
to exist for a period of twelve (12) months after the business license expires shall lose its non- 
conforming status.

C.	 THE FOLLOWING ARE PROHIBITED HOME OCCUPATION USES
•	 Ambulance Service
•	 Taxi Service
•	 Limousine Service
•	 Trucking Companies
•	 Retail Sales On-site
•	 Trade Shop Uses
•	 Auto Repair Services
•	 Kennels
•	 Welding Service
•	 Medical, Dental, Chiropractic or Veterinary Offices/Clinics
•	 Health Salons, Gyms, Dance Studios, Aerobic Exercise Studios
•	 Restaurants or Taverns
•	 Firearms (Those occupations that entail the manufacturing, sale, lease or rental of firearms/and 

or ammunition)
•	 Escort Services
•	 Adult Oriented Businesses (examples: private modeling, uncertified massage services)
•	 Drug/Alcohol Counseling Services
•	 Tattoo & Body Piercing
•	 Swimming Pool Companies.

D.	 HOME OCCUPATIONS – ONE ACRE OR LESS
Home occupations on one (1) acre or less shall be permitted as an accessory use to a residential 
dwelling in any zoning district excluding AG1, AG2, FA, LFA and CFA provided that all the following 
conditions are met:

1.	 The home occupation is conducted entirely within a residential dwelling and/or a fully enclosed 
attached or detached structure on the same property.

2.	 No more than thirty-five (35) percent of the floor space of the residential dwelling shall be used 
for the home occupation and no more than one thousand (1,000) square feet of a detached 
structure may be used for a permitted home occupation. The home occupation can be located in 
either the home or detached structure or both.
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3.	 No more than two (2) home occupations per residence will be permitted and no more than two 
(2) non-residents per business may be employed in the home or detached structure.

4.	 No more than two (2) service vehicles per acre will be permitted.
5.	 No outside storage of equipment, supplies, or over-stock shall be permitted with any home 

occupation.
6.	 Bulk deliveries to a home occupation shall be limited to one (1) per day.

E.	 HOME OCCUPATIONS—MORE THAN AN ACRE (INCLUDING MULTI-FAMILY TRACTS)
Home occupations on more than one (1) acre shall be permitted as an accessory use to a residential 
dwelling in any zoning district excluding AG1, AG2, FA, LFA and CFA provided that all the following 
conditions are met:

1.	 The home occupation is conducted entirely within a residential dwelling and/or a fully enclosed 
attached or detached structure on the same property.

2.	 No more than thirty-five (35) percent of the floor space of the residential dwelling shall be used 
for the home occupation and no more than one thousand (1,000) square feet of a detached 
structure may be used for a permitted home occupation. The home occupation can be located in 
either the home or detached structure or both.

3.	 No more than two (2) home occupations per residence will be permitted and no more than two 
(2) non-residents per business may be employed in the home or detached structure.

4.	 No more than two (2) service vehicles per acre will be permitted.
5.	 Outside storage of equipment, supplies, or over-stock must be screened with no less than a six 

(6) feet high and no more than an eight (8) foot high privacy fence or suitable vegetation. No 
storage may exceed the height of the screening.

6.	 Bulk deliveries to a home occupation shall be limited to one (1) per day.
F.	 HOME OCCUPATIONS—LESS THAN ONE AND ONE-HALF ACRE TRACTS
Home occupations on less than one and one-half (1½) acre tracts shall be permitted as an accessory use 
to a residential dwelling in any AG1, AG2, FA, LFA and CFA zoning district.

1.	 The home occupation is conducted entirely within a residential dwelling and/or a fully enclosed 
structure or detached unenclosed structure for storage of products (such as pine straw, plants, 
etc.) and machinery on the same property.

2.	 No more than thirty-five (35) percent of the floor space of the residential dwelling shall be used 
for the home occupation and no more than one thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet of a 
detached structure may be used for a permitted home occupation. The home occupation can be 
located in either the home or a detached structure or both.

3.	 No more than three (3) home occupation per residence will be permitted and no more than two 
(2) non-residents per business may be employed in the home or detached structure. Does not 
apply to off-site employees.

4.	 No more than three (3) service vehicles per residence will be permitted.
5.	 Outside storage of equipment, supplies, or over-stock must be screened with no less than six 

(6) feet high and no more than an eight (8) feet high privacy fence and or planted or existing 
suitable vegetation. No storage may exceed the height of the screening. No storage shall be 
forward of the principle residence.
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6.	 These prohibited uses are allowed provided the applicant meets the exceptions:
a.	 Trucking Companies - Exceptions: Companies with no more than three (3) service vehicles 

parked in the side or rear yard and not forward of the house and screened with no less than 
an eight (8) feet high privacy fence or natural vegetation.

b.	 Auto/Body Repair Services – Exception: All work is done off site and no storage of 
automobiles is allowed on-site.

G.	 HOME OCCUPATIONS—ONE AND ONE-HALF ACRES AND ABOVE
Home occupations on one and one-half (1½) acres and above shall be permitted as an accessory use to a 
residential dwelling in any AG1, AG2, FA, LFA and CFA zoning district.

1.	 The home occupation is conducted entirely within a residential dwelling and/or a structure 
or detached unenclosed structure for storage of products (such as pine straw, plants, etc.) and 
machinery on the same property.

2.	 No more than thirty-five (35) percent of the floor space of the residential dwelling shall be used 
for the home occupation and no more than three thousand five hundred (3,500) square feet of a 
detached structure may be used for a permitted home occupation. The home occupation can be 
located in either the home or a detached structure or both.

3.	 No more than three (3) home occupations per residence will be permitted and no more than 
two (2) non-residents per business may be employed in the home or detached structure. Does 
not apply to off-site employees.

4.	 No more than five (5) service vehicles per residence will be permitted.
5.	 No storage shall be forward of the principle residence.
6.	 These prohibited uses are allowed provided the applicant meets the exceptions:

a.	 Heavy Equipment Operations – Allowed on parcels five (5) acres or more.
b.	 Taxi Service – Allowed on parcels five (5) acres or more.
c.	 Limousine Service – Allowed on parcels five (5) acres or more.
d.	 Trucking Companies - Exceptions: If less than 5 acres, companies with no more than five (5) 

service vehicles parked in the side or rear yard and not forward of the house with no less 
than an eight (8) feet high privacy fence or natural vegetation. Allowed with no privacy fence 
on parcels five (5) acres or more.

e.	 Welding Fabrication Shops – Exception: small welding operations for equipment or vehicle 
repair is allowed.

f.	 Industrial/Commercial Trade Shops - Exception: off-site service related trades and on-site 
artisan or craftsman shops such as cabinet maker, furniture repair or hobby shops that do 
not mass produce or manufacture such product.

g.	 Auto/Body Repair Services - Exception: All work is done off site and no storage of 
automobiles is allowed on-site.

Section 928 - combination of a residence and commercial use.
A.	 Any district which allows a single family residential structure and a commercial businesss, is 

permitted to have both on the same parcel of land provided that
1.	 The parcel meets the combined minimum lot size of each use.
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2.	 There is no more than one (1) single family home and one (1) commercial business.

Section 929 - Game Machines.
Shall be limited to five (5) machines per parcel unless you meet the following spacing requirements:

1.	 One thousand (1,000) feet from a residentially zoned district or residential structure.
2.	 Five hundred (500) feet from a church, cemetery, place of worship, daycare center, public or 

private elementary or secondary education school.
3.	 One thousand (1,000) feet from another game machine establishment.
4.	 Measurements of distance separations shall be in a straight line from the closest points of the 

building(s) [in] which the gaming machines are located.

Section 930 - Outdoor Activities in HC.

A.	 OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES AND GAMES SUCH AS VOLLEYBALL, ATHLETIC TRAINING, CORN 
HOLE, SHUFFLE BOARD, AND LIVE OR RECORDED MUSIC, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING
1.	 The use is accessory to a principal use.
2.	 The use shall not displace any required parking, buffer or landscaping,
3.	  The use must be located at least 500 feet from a residentially used or zoned property.	    

B.	 OUTDOOR BATTING CAGES AND PAINT BALL FACILITIES AS PRINCIPAL OR ACCESSORY 
uses subject to the following
The use must be located at least 500 feet from a residentially used or zoned property.

Section 931 - Single Family Homes in Manufactured Home Parks.
Home must be a modular single family dwelling unit.

Section 932 - Go Carts and Bumper Carts.
Carts must be electrically powered in specified districts.

Section 933 - Commercial Businesses in FA.
Such uses shall be limited to one (1) structure, not to exceed four thousand five hundred (4,500) square 
feet in gross floor space.

Section 934 - Recycling Facilities.
All recycling must be contained entirely within a fully enclosed structure.

Section 935 - Trade Shops.
1.	 Such use shall not produce noise, vibration, smoke, gas, fumes, odor, dust, fire hazards, 

dangerous radiation or any other conditions which constitute a nuisance beyond the premises.
2.	 All uses and work shall be conducted entirely within a fully enclosed structure.
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Section 936 - Restaurants.

A.	 CC ZONING DISTRICT
Excludes Drive-ins.
B.	 RE1 ZONING DISTRICT
Shall not operate between hours of 11pm to 6am.

Section 937 - Beer, Wine, and Spirit Production, Tastings and Retail Sales of 
Related Merchandise.

A.	 AG1, AG2, FA & CFA ZONING DISTRICTS
1.	 The property includes land under cultivation.
2.	 No distribution is allowed

B.	 RE3 & HC ZONING DISTRICTS
No distribution is allowed

Section 938 - Value-Added Agricultural Product Processing.

A.	 AG1, AG2, FA & CFA ZONING DISTRICTS
1.	 The property includes land under cultivation.
2.	 The parcel is no less than five (5) acres in size.

Section 939 - Tattoo Parlor.

A.	 opi zoning district.
Must be located in a licensed health care establishment engaged in the science of preventing, curing and 
alleviating human disease, including medical offices and clinics, but excluding health clubs, gymnasiums 
and associated uses.

Section 940 - Wholesale/Distribution.

A.	 ag2 zoning district
The parcel is no less than five (5) acres in size.

Section 941 - Campgrounds.

A.	 AC ZONING DISTRICT
Such use is allowed provided it meets the Destination Park Requirements of § 208.

Section 942 - Telecommunication Facilities.

A.	 intent.
This section provides standards relative to the construction and location of transmission towers 
necessary to support the needs of the wireless communication industry within Horry County. This 
section is further established to:

1.	 Provide for the appropriate location and development of wireless communication towers to 
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serve the residents and businesses of Horry County;
2.	 Minimize adverse visual effects of communication towers through careful design, siting and 

vegetative screening;
3.	 Avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from tower failure through engineering and 

careful siting of tower structures; and
4.	 Maximize use of any new or existing communication towers by encouraging co-location of 

multiple communication facilities to a single tower or tower site.
B.	 APPLICABILITY.
The standards established herein shall apply to any freestanding telecommunication tower and 
associated equipment not excluded in subsection C, below. All new towers are required to obtain a 
Telecommunications Tower Permit from Horry County Council.
C.	 EXCLUSIONS.

1.	 Concealed monopoles are exempt from the standards established herein provided; however, 
they must meet the applicable design requirements established elsewhere in the zoning 
ordinance and do not exceed one hundred twenty (120) feet in height. Concealed monopoles are 
allowed in all zoning districts.

2.	 Stealth towers are exempt from the standards established herein provided; however, they must 
meet the applicable design requirements established elsewhere in the zoning ordinance. Stealth 
towers are allowed in all zoning districts

3.	 Any tower and antenna under one hundred (100) feet in total height which is owned and 
operated by an amateur radio operator licensed by the federal communications commission;

4.	 Any device designed for over-the-air reception of television broadcast signals, multi-channel 
multi-point distribution service or direct broadcast satellite service;

5.	 Any telecommunications facilities located on property owned, leased or otherwise controlled by 
Horry County provided a license or lease authorizing the telecommunications facility has been 
approved by the governing body.

D.	 TEMPORARY LOCATIONS.
Cells on Wheels (COW) temporary mobile communication sites are only permitted in the case of 
equipment failure, equipment testing, equipment maintenance and/or replacement, or in the case of 
emergency situations. Placement of temporary equipment shall be limited to ninety (90) days unless 
extended in writing by the Zoning Administrator. COWs are allowed during events in which Special 
Event permits have been issued and shall be limited to thirty (30) days.
E.	 PROHIBITED.
Advertising messages or sign shall not be affixed to any tower.
F.	 PERMITTED LOCATIONS.
Freestanding telecommunication towers and associated equipment may receive a conditional use permit 
in the CFA, FA, LFA, AG1, AG2, AG3, OPI, PR1, PR2, RC, CC, NC, HC, LI, HI, PA1, MA1, MA2, RE3, RE4, CR, 
TRS, EIO and RCS zoning districts as a principal or accessory use subject to the standards established 
herein.

Except for the exclusions listed above, no new freestanding telecommunication tower shall be permitted 
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unless the applicant demonstrates that no existing telecommunication facility can accommodate the 
applicant's proposed use; or that use of such existing facilities would prohibit the applicant from 
providing personal wireless services in the geographic search area to be served by the proposed 
antenna support structure.

Requests to locate a new telecommunication tower shall be subject to the following co-location radius:
a.	 No new proposed standard monopole shall be located within one and one-half (1½) miles of 

an existing telecommunication tower without a co-location waiver.
b.	 No new proposed freestanding tower other than a standard monopole shall be located 

within two and one-half (2½) miles of an existing telecommunication tower without a 
co-location waiver.

G.	 APPLICATION REQUIRED.
All new Freestanding Telecommunication Towers are required to submit a Conditional Use application 
and fee, unless exempted by subsection C, above.
H.	 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.
A conditional use application and the supplemental information listed below shall be submitted prior to 
the issuance of a building permit for a telecommunication tower.

1.	 Antenna Owner(s). Identification of the owner(s) of all antennas and equipment to be located 
on the site;

2.	 Engineer's Certification. The applicant shall provide certification from a licensed 
engineer, registered in the State of South Carolina, or other professional knowledgeable in 
telecommunications equipment, as shown by employment history, that the proposed facility will 
contain only equipment meeting the Federal Communication Commission rules and regulations;

3.	 Copy of all pertinent licensing and/or certification required by federal or state licensing 
authorities, which are required for said operators to said tower or facility.

4.	 Location Map. A current County map showing the locations of the applicant's antennas, 
facilities, exiting communication towers, proposed communication tower and any existing 
communication towers within two and one-half (2½) miles of the proposed location (measured 
from the base of the tower);

5.	 A site plan, at a scale no less than one (1) inch = one hundred (100) feet, that illustrates the 
following:
a.	 A boundary survey of the proposed tower location site. (The site of the tower shall meet all 

survey requirements of the Horry County Land Development Regulations {Chapter 18 of the 
County Code} for Final Plats);

b.	 The location of all associated features to support the tower site such as equipment/
switching cabinets, fencing, and parking;

c.	 The location of all support structures. The location of such features shall be entirely on the 
proposed tower site;

d.	 The location of any existing structure within fifty (50) feet of the proposed tower site or 
those that may be within the fall zone of the proposed tower;

e.	 Identification of the setbacks/fall zone for the tower;
f.	 Elevation drawings and/or photographs of proposed tower which illustrate the type and 
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size of the equipment that the tower will support;
g.	 Screening and Landscaping;
h.	 Specifications. One (1) copy of specifications for proposed structures and antennas, 

including description of design characteristics and materials; and
i.	 Visual Impact Analysis. A line of site analysis showing the potential visual and aesthetic 

impacts on adjacent residential districts.
I.	  USE DISCONTINUANCE AND TOWER REMOVAL.
If a telecommunication tower fails to be utilized for its intended and permitted purpose for a period 
of six (6) months (except in the event of damage to the tower) the conditional use permit issued in 
association with such tower may be revoked. The property owner shall remove the tower within ninety 
(90) days of receiving written notice of the conditional use permit revocation. If the property owner fails 
to remove said tower within such period, the county shall contract for the removal of the tower and shall 
bill the property owner, tower owner/operator for such removal.
J.	 ADMINISTRATION.
Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Zoning Compliance to construct a telecommunication tower the 
Zoning Administrator or designee shall review the application to ensure its completeness.
K.	 APPEAL.
Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Zoning Administrator may appeal such decision to the Board 
of Zoning Appeals. Appeals shall be submitted within thirty (30) days of the decision being rendered 
upon the telecommunication tower application.
L.	 SPECIFIC DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.
All telecommunication towers permitted for construction shall adhere to the following:	

1.	 HEIGHT.
Freestanding telecommunication towers, including concealed monopoles and stealth towers, shall 
be exempt from the height restrictions contained elsewhere in the zoning ordinance.

a.	 All new freestanding towers proposed to be located within five hundred (500) feet of a 
major residential subdivision or a residential zoned district (SF 40 thru SF 6) shall be limited 
to one hundred ninety-nine (199) feet or less in height. All other towers except those listed 
below shall be limited to three hundred fifty (350) feet in height.

b.	 The following types of towers shall be exempt from the three hundred fifty-(350) foot height 
cap for however they are subject to all remaining requirements of the Horry County zoning 
ordinance regarding telecommunication towers.
i.	 Antenna support structures, antennas, and/or antenna arrays for AM/FM/TV/HDTV 

broadcasting transmission facilities that are licensed by the Federal Communications 
Commission shall be regulated in accordance with federal and other applicable local 
regulations.

ii.	 Any cable television headend or hub tower and antennae used solely for cable television 
services.	

2.	 ILLUMINATION.
Towers shall be illuminated as required by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and/
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or the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). If allowed under FAA and other governmental 
regulations, alternatives to strobe lighting shall be used at night and lighting shall be shielded to 
ensure that lighting is focused toward the top of the tower;

3.	 COLOR.
Excluding stealth towers and unless otherwise required by the FCC or FAA, towers shall have 
galvanized finish or be painted with a silver or gray finish; All towers over one hundred fifty (150) 
feet in height shall have a thirty-six (36) inch minimum stripe of either reflective tape and/or paint 
centered on the one hundred fifty (150) foot mark of the tower.

4.	 SIGNS.
a.	 Commercial messages shall not be displayed on any non-stealth tower and/or antennae.
b.	 The only signage that is permitted upon a non-concealed antenna support structure, 

equipment cabinet, or fence shall be informational, and for the purpose of identifying 
the antenna support structure (such as ASR registration number), as well as the parties 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the facility, its current address and 
telephone number, security or safety signs, and property manager signs (if applicable).

c.	 Where signs are otherwise permitted, a stealth tower may be concealed inside such signage, 
provided that all applicable standards for both the signage and the concealed tower are met.

d.	 If more than two hundred twenty (220) voltage is necessary for the operation of the facility 
and is present in a ground grid or in the antenna support structure, signs located every 
twenty (20) feet and attached to the fence or wall shall display in large, bold, high contrast 
letters (minimum height of each letter: four (4) inches) the following: 

HIGH VOLTAGE - DANGER.

5.	 SECURITY.
Freestanding communication towers and associated structures including ground anchors for guyed 
towers shall be secured by a fence or wall measuring at least eight (8) feet in height.

6.	 EQUIPMENT COMPOUND.
a.	 Shall not be used for the storage of any excess equipment or hazardous waste (e.g., 

discarded batteries). No outdoor storage yards shall be allowed in a WCF equipment 
compound.

b.	 Shall not be used as habitable space.
c.	 A site plan proposal shall be provided to demonstrate how potential colocation equipment 

cabinets will be accommodated within the compound.
7.	 SETBACKS/FALL ZONE.

a.	 Setbacks shall be equal to one (1) foot for every one (1) foot of tower height or one hundred 
(100) percent of the tower's fall zone, plus a safety factor of ten (10) percent; whichever is 
less. Fall zones shall be certified in the form of a letter from a licensed engineer that includes 
the engineer's original signature and seal.

b.	 The fall zone shall not encroach onto structures on the same property or on to adjacent 
properties, unless the owner of the adjacent property or structure signs a waiver. The 
waiver shall be in a recordable waiver document and shall indemnify and hold the county 
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harmless. In no case shall the fall zone encroach into a public right-of-way.
8.	 SCREENING AND LANDSCAPING.

a.	 The tower facility shall be landscaped and maintained with a buffer of plant materials 
that effectively screens the view of all tower accessory structures, equipment and other 
improvements at ground level. The buffer shall consist of evergreens no less than twenty-
four (24) inches in height at the time of planting and spaced two and one-half (2½) feet on 
center along the fenced enclosure. Such plants shall be capable of reaching a height of no less 
than five (5) feet within two (2) years of planting.

b.	 In locations where the visual impact of the tower would be minimal, or where the 
requirements of this section are otherwise impracticable, the landscaping and screening 
requirements of this section may be reduced or waived by the Zoning Administrator. Existing 
mature vegetation and natural landforms on the site shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent possible, or replaced to present a natural, undisturbed appearance in keeping with 
the intent of this section. Examples of instances whereby the Zoning Administrator could 
waive the landscaping requirements are:
i.	 If the tower facility is in a wooded area the applicant may choose to retain a natural 

vegetated buffer strip of undisturbed trees that is at least twenty-five (25) feet in depth, 
and at least six (6) feet in height, around the perimeter of the tower facility. The area 
should remain undisturbed in appearance, except where minimally necessary to allow 
for an access drive.

ii.	 If the tower facility is located in an area that is under cultivation during the growing 
season, the planting of additional screening vegetation is not required. The intent of this 
subsection is to allow for the maximum use of productive farmland. In this instance it 
will be suitable to screen the fenced enclosure with green/brown fabric wrap.

M.	CO-LOCATION ON EXISTING TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS.
To reduce the need for additional tower sites throughout Horry County, telecommunication providers 
shall design all new towers to accommodate additional telecommunication facilities. All new 
freestanding towers shall be designed to accommodate no fewer than four (4) providers' antennas 
or other telecommunication facilities. This provision does not apply to excluded telecommunication 
facilities, provided for in subsection C.

Initial tower construction shall accommodate (4) four provider's antennas or other telecommunication 
facilities. If necessary, the tower shall be reinforced to accommodate the remaining providers' antennas 
or other telecommunication facilities when demand for such additional facilities is warranted.

1.	 Furthermore, co-location shall be required when a telecommunication provider's proposed 
tower is within the co-location radius requirements of subsection F. This requirement may be 
waived if the applicant has received a Telecommunications Tower Permit.

2.	 Co-location shall be permitted by obtaining a building permit in any zoning district provided the 
proposed addition of telecommunication equipment does not result in any of the following:
a.	 Increase the overall height of the existing tower;
b.	 Reduce landscaping/buffering surrounding the fenced enclosure; or
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c.	 Reduce the structural integrity of the existing tower. Verification of tower integrity shall be 
provided by an engineer registered in the State of South Carolina prior to the issuance of a 
building permit.

3.	 Co-locations that result in changing any of the aforementioned will require the submittal of a 
conditional use application consistent with the standards established herein.

N.	 BUILDING AND/OR STRUCTURE MOUNTED TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES.
Building mounted telecommunication facilities on existing structures may be permitted in the AG1, AG2, 
AG3, CC, GR, GR'n', HC, HI, LI, NC, OPI, RC, RCS, RR, TRS, RE3, RE4, LFA, FA, CFA, PR1, PR2, PA1, MA1, 
MA2, CR, and EIO zoning districts as an accessory use provided that:	

1.	 HEIGHT.
The height of the tower or antenna, including support structures, when mounted on top of 
structures shall not extend more than twenty (20) feet above the principal structure to which it is 
attached. If the principal structure is non-conforming a variance to exceed the allowed height may 
be granted by the board of zoning appeals. Board of zoning appeals procedures are enumerated in 
Article XI of these regulations.
2.	 SETBACKS.

a.	 An attached telecommunications facility and its equipment compound shall be subject to 
the setbacks of the underlying zoning district. When an attached facility is to be located on 
a nonconforming building or structure, then the existing permitted nonconforming setback 
shall prevail.

b.	 Towers or antennas mounted on the side of structures may not extend more than three (3) 
feet from the facade of the building, encroach into the required setbacks, be more than eight 
(8) feet in height, and one (1) foot in depth.	

3.	 VISIBILITY.
a.	 If antennas are installed on a structure other than a tower then the antenna and associated 

electrical and mechanical equipment must be of a color that is identical to, or closely 
compatible with, the color of the supporting structure so as to make the antenna and related 
equipment as visually unobtrusive as possible. Roof mounted antennas shall be made 
visually unobtrusive by screening or painting to match existing air conditioning units, stairs, 
elevator towers or other background.

b.	 Equipment cabinets shall not be visible when standing ten (10) feet from the base of the 
building.

c.	 Towers or antennas shall not alter or change the intent of the structure or building design. 
Where feasible, telecommunications facilities should be placed directly above, below or 
incorporated with vertical design elements of a building to help in camouflaging.

4.	 No commercial advertising shall be allowed on any building-mounted towers or antennas.
5.	 The number and location of towers, antennas or other receiving or transmitting devices located 

on a single structure and does not adversely affect adjacent properties.
6.	 All towers or antennas are designed to meet current building standards and wind load 

requirements.
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Section 1000 - Temporary Uses.

A.	 Purpose
A temporary use is a use that is intended to be for a limited duration of time and that will not 
permanently alter the character or physical facilities of the property where they occur.
B.	 Applicability
All temporary uses shall be subject to the limitations and conditions specified herein.

Section 1001 - Temporary Vending.
Temporary vendors are allowed during approved special events, but are subject to all of the provisions 
for Temporary Vending outlined in § 831 of these regulations.

Section 1002 - Temporary Uses.
All certificates of zoning compliance issued for temporary uses may be renewed provided that it is 
determined that said use is clearly of a temporary nature, will cause no traffic congestion and would not 
create a nuisance to surrounding uses.

1.	 Religious meeting in a tent or other temporary structure in any district, for a period not to 
exceed sixty (60) days.

2.	 Open lot sale of Christmas trees for a period not to exceed forty-five (45) days.
3.	 Real estate sales office/ Model Homes, in any district, for a period of one (1) year, provided 

such is associated only with on-site sales within a new approved subdivision or within an 
approved project, and provided no cooking or sleeping accommodations are maintained in the 
structure. The total number of sales offices/ model homes shall not exceed four (4) per phase of 
development.

4.	 Contractor's office, construction trailers and equipment sheds, in any district, for a period of one 
(1) year, provided that such office be placed on the property to which it is appurtenant. The use 
shall be removed within thirty (30) days of completion of the project or upon sixty (60) days of 
inaction on the project. It cannot be used for housing accommodations.

5.	 Special events authorized pursuant to the Horry County Code of Ordinances are allowed in all 
zoning districts.

Section 1003 - Temporary Asphalt, Concrete and Aggregate Processing Facilities.

A.	 PUBLIC PROJECTS ONLY
Temporary asphalt, concrete batching or aggregate processing (crushing, sorting and recycling) 
facilities, including pug mills may be allowed by permit for public projects in all zoning districts on a 

article x. temporary uses
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temporary basis. Public projects are projects which are being undertaken by the Federal Government, 
the State or any political subdivision of the state, public agency or special purpose district. 
B.	 PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROJECTS
Temporary aggregate processing (crushing, sorting and recycling) may be issued in combination with a 
demolition permit for private projects. Onsite crushing of structures over twenty thousand (20,000) sf 
in size or when the total amount of concrete to be removed is over three thousand cubic yards may be 
allowed. No off-site materials may be brought onto the jobsite for processing.

All standards within this section shall be complied with in order to qualify as temporary. If any of 
these standards cannot be complied with, the facility shall be required to be located only in the zoning 
districts where allowed, and a zoning compliance shall first be obtained and comply with all of the 
provisions outlined in § 903 of these regulations. The standards for a facility are as follows:	

1.	 TEMPORARY PERMITS
a.	 Public permits issued pursuant to this section shall expire upon the completion date of 

the project as set forth in the permit application. The permit shall be limited to a total of 
twenty-four (24) total months. Public projects are projects which are being undertaken by 
the federal Government, the state or any political subdivision of the state, public agency or 
special purpose district.

b.	 Private permits issued for aggregate processing (i.e., crushing, sorting and recycling) in 
combination with demolition permits for structures over twenty thousand (20,000) sf 
in size are limited to thirty (30) consecutive days from the issuance of the demolition 
permit.	

2.	 LOCATION
a.	 Public Permits. The temporary asphalt and/or concrete batching or aggregate processing 

(crushing, sorting and recycling), facility related materials and equipment shall be located 
no closer than one thousand (1,000) feet to any residence other than the residence of the 
owner of the land upon which the limited facility is to be located.

b.	 Private permits for temporary aggregate processing (i.e., crushing, sorting and recycling) 
facility shall be located no closer than three hundred (300) feet to any residence other than 
the residence of the owner of the land upon which the limited facility is to be located.

c.	 The silo, batch plant, and aggregate mixing, storage or processing shall be located no closer 
than three hundred (300) feet from any school, church, library, daycare facility, hospital, or 
hotel. The separation requirement does not apply if the said facility is the project which is 
under construction.

d.	 The facility shall be located within the construction area of the project or adjacent to the 
project as identified in the application.

3.	 All concrete, asphalt and aggregate mix produced by a facility under the public permit shall be 
used solely to complete the project as identified in the application for the temporary use.

4.	 The temporary facility shall comply with all regulations and a permit from the South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control shall be obtained by the applicant prior to 
operating the facility.

5.	 No contaminated soils shall be stockpiled on the site, used for remediation, or used in the 
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operation of the facility.
6.	 No washing or cleaning of trucks or truck beds shall be allowed on site unless a containment 

system approved by Horry County stormwater is installed and used.
7.	 No waste, production materials, discarded equipment or other such items shall be buried on 

site.
8.	 All equipment and materials utilized in the operation of the temporary facility shall be removed 

from the site and the site shall be returned to its original condition, or better, within sixty (60) 
days following completion of the construction project for which the facility was established.

9.	 A site plan shall be submitted with the permit application.
10.	A temporary encroachment permit is required for access onto any county or state right-of-way.
11.	A map of the designated haul roads shall be submitted with the permit application.
12.	Temporary screening. Temporary facility locations shall be screened to a minimum height of 

eight (8) feet. This may be done through any combination of natural or supplied screening. 
Supplied screening can include fence, walls, berms, gabions. If only natural screening is used 
it should be a minimum of fifty (50) feet in width and shall have at least twice the material 
required by supplemental buffering standards in Article V of the zoning ordinance.

Section 1004 - Temporary Family Fun Parks.

A.	 ZONING COMPLIANCE:
1.	 The Zoning Administrator may issue a zoning compliance to operate a family fun park after 

determining that the proposed operation complies with all applicable provisions of this Section.
2.	 Compliance may be revoked if the county determines that there have been more than three (3) 

violations of this ordinance within a thirty (30) day time frame.
B.	 LOCATION:

1.	 A Family Fun Park shall be located on the same parcels, or parcels adjacent to and under the 
same ownership or lease, as a shopping mall. The combination of parcels shall total at least fifty 
(50) acres.

2.	 The shopping mall must have paved parking areas in excess of that required by the Zoning 
Ordinance.

3.	 Operational Time Frame and Hours of Operation.
4.	 Park operations shall be limited to ninety (90) total days within a calendar year.
5.	 Family Fun Parks shall be limited to operating between the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. 

This shall include set up, take down and maintenance.
C.	 OPERATIONAL PLAN.

1.	 The operator shall provide Horry County with a copy of an operational plan, which shall include 
a copy of a site plan showing the location of the Family Fun Park, indicates hours of operation, 
security and First Aid measures being taken, traffic plan and a copy of the lease and or license 
agreement for use of the property.

2.	 The operational plan shall be approved by Horry County Public Safety.
D.	 OTHER RESTRICTIONS.

1.	 No employee, agent or other representative of the family fun park may live, sleep or otherwise 
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reside on the premises.
2.	 All portable bathroom facilities and dumpsters shall be screened from major highways.
3.	 All equipment shall be set up so as to not create any hazards with sight distance in the parking 

lot or on adjacent right-of-ways.
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Section 1100 - Establishment of Zoning Board of Appeals.
A Zoning Board of Appeals is hereby established. Said Board shall consist of nine (9) members, who shall 
be citizens of Horry County and shall be appointed by the County Council for overlapping terms of not 
less than three (3) years nor more than four (4) years. All appointments will expire on June 30th in the 
final year of a member’s service. Initial appointment shall be as follows: Five (5) members for a term of 
four (4) years and four (4) members for a term of three (3) years. Thereafter, all future appointments 
shall be for four (4) year terms. Any vacancy in membership shall be filled for the unexpired term in the 
same manner as the initial appointment. Residency requirements of membership shall be as follows: No 
more than five (5) of the nine (9) members shall reside east of the Waccamaw River. No less than four 
(4) of the nine (9) members shall reside west of the Waccamaw River. The membership of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals at all times shall include not less than one (1) licensed South Carolina attorney and not 
less than two (2) members licensed as architects, professional engineers, certified land-use planners, 
landscape architects, or arborists. 
(Ord. No. 109-2023, §11, 10-17-2023)

Section 1101 - Proceedings of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
The Board shall adopt rules and by-laws in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance and of the 
South Carolina Code, Section 6-29-790. Meetings of the Board shall be held at the call of the chairman 
and at such other time as the Board may determine. All meetings of the Board shall be open to the public.

Section 1102 - Decisions of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
A.	 The concurring vote of a majority of the members present at a meeting of the Zoning Board of 

Appeals shall be necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of the 
Zoning Administrator or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required 
to pass under this ordinance or to affect any variation of this ordinance.

B.	 A two-thirds (2/3) vote of a majority of the members present at a meeting of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals shall be necessary to grant a variance ≥50% on any commercial, multi-family or townhome 
projects.

C.	 The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member upon 
each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its 
examinations and other official actions, all of which shall be immediately filed in the office of the 
Board and shall be public record. On all appeals, applications, and matters brought before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals, the Board shall inform in writing all the parties involved of its decisions and the 
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reasons thereof. 
(Ord. No. 64-2023, §11, 6-20-2023)

Section 1103 - Appeals, Hearings and Notice.
A.	 Appeals to the Board may be filed by any person aggrieved or by any officer, department, board, or 

bureau of the county. Such appeal shall be filed within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of 
the Board, by filling with the Zoning Administrator and with the Zoning Board of Appeals notice of 
said appeal specifying the grounds thereof. The Zoning Administrator shall forthwith transmit to the 
Board all papers constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken.

B.	 An appeal stays all legal proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from unless the Zoning 
Administrator certifies to the Board, after the notice of appeal shall have been filed with him, that by 
reason of facts stated in the certificate a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life and 
property. In such case, proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which 
may be granted by the Board or by a court of record on application, on notices to the officer from 
whom the appeal is taken, and on due cause shown.

C.	 The Board shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal or other matter referred to it, 
and give public notice thereof, as well as due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the same 
within a reasonable time. Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county at least fifteen (15) days in advance of the scheduled 
hearing date. In cases involving variances or special exceptions conspicuous notice shall be posted 
on or adjacent to the property affected, with at least one (1) such notice being visible from each 
public thoroughfare that abuts the property. At the hearing any party may appear in person or by 
agent or by attorney.

Section 1104 - Powers and Duties of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
A.	 To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or 

determination by the Zoning Administrator in the enforcement of this act.
B.	 To hear and decide appeals for variance from the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance when strict 

application of the provisions of the ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship.
C.	 To hear and decide special exceptions.
D.	 To decide on other matters where a decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals may be specifically 

required by the provisions of this ordinance.
E.	 In exercising the above powers, the Zoning Board of Appeals may, in conformity with the provisions 

of this act, reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, or may modify the order, requirements, decision, or 
determination and to that end shall have all the powers of the Zoning Administrator from whom 
the appeal is taken and may issue or direct the issuance of a permit. The Board, in execution of the 
duties for which appointed, may subpoena witnesses and in case of contempt may certify such fact 
to the Circuit Court having jurisdiction.

F.	 All final decisions and orders of the Board shall be in writing and be permanently filed in the office 
of the Board as proper record. All findings of fact and conclusions of law shall be separately stated in 
final decisions or orders of the Board.
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G.	 The Board may not grant a variance the effect of which would be to allow the establishment of a 
use not otherwise permitted in a zoning district, to extend physically a nonconforming use of land, 
reduce the established minimum required area for a parcel within any zoning district, or provide 
relief on external landscape buffers/strips as they relate to width, vegetation and / or materials 
for Major Developments as defined by Article 1, Section 15 of the Horry County Land Development 
Regulations, or change the zoning district boundaries shown on the official zoning map. The fact 
that property may be utilized more profitably, should a variance be granted, shall not be considered 
grounds for a variance. 

(Ord. No. 64-2023, §11, 6-20-2023)
(Ord. No. 86-2024, §11, 9-17-2024)

Section 1105 - Variances.
A.	 A variance may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the board makes and 

explains in writing the following findings:
1.	 There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 

property;
2.	 These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity;
3.	 Because of these conditions, the application of the ordinance to the particular piece of property 

would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; and
4.	 The authorization of a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property or 

to the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting of the 
variance. 

(Ord. No. 64-2023, §11, 6-20-2023)
B.	 In granting a variance, the board may attach to it such conditions regarding the location, character, 

or other features of the proposed building, structure, or use as the board may consider advisable to 
protect established property values in the surrounding areas, or to promote the public health, safety, 
or general welfare. 
1.	 Violation of conditions and safeguards prescribed in conformity with this article, when made a 

part of the terms under which the variance is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this article, 
punishable under penalties established in this article.

2.	 Failure to begin or complete, or begin and complete, an action for which a variance is granted, 
within the time limit specified, when such time limit is made a part of the terms under which the 
variance is granted, shall void the variance.

C.	 VARIANCES WHICH REQUIRE ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS INCLUDE:
Airport Environs Overlay Variances
a.	 Must submit a FAA determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation.
b.	 The person or entity encroaching into the height restrictions contained herein shall procure, 

or cause to be procured, liability insurance in an amount deemed adequate by the Horry 
County Director of Airports, indemnifying Horry County. Horry County shall be named as an 
additional insured of any such insurance policy.
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Section 1106 - Special Exceptions.
A.	 In addition to definitive standards in this article, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the 

following criteria for special exceptions:
1.	 Traffic impact;
2.	 Vehicle and pedestrian safety;
3.	 Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes, or obstruction of air flow on adjoining property;
4.	 Adverse impact of the proposed use on the aesthetic character of the environs, to include the 

possible need for screening from view; and
5.	 Orientation or spacing of improvements or buildings.
6.	 Will be in substantial harmony with the area in which it is to be located.
7.	 Will not be injurious to adjoining property.
8.	 Will contribute to the economic vitality and promote the general welfare of the community.
9.	 Will not discourage or negate the use of surrounding property for use(s) permitted by right.

B.	 In granting a special exception, the board may attach to it such conditions regarding the location, 
character, or other features of the proposed building, structure, or use as the board may consider 
advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding areas, or to promote the public 
health, safety, or general welfare.Violation of conditions and safeguards prescribed in conformity 
with this article, when made a part of the terms under which a special exception is granted, shall be 
deemed a violation of this article, punishable under the penalties established in this article.
1.	 Failure to begin or complete, or begin and complete, an action for which a special exception is 

required, within the time limit specified, when such time limit is made a part of the terms under 
which the special exception is granted, shall void the special exception.	

C.	 SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS WHICH REQUIRE ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS INCLUDE:
4.	 CASINO BOATS.

a.	 Shall not be located closer than two thousand (2,000) feet (measured from property 
line) from an existing residential use, except in unusual circumstances where mitigating 
condition can be imposed to minimize adverse effects to residential uses;

b.	 Traffic patterns shall be reviewed due to potential disruption to residential communities 
and to avoid potential parking congestion.

c.	 Hours of operations should be limited to avoid operation at unusual and unsociable hours.
5.	 LARGE ANIMAL PRODUCTION FACILITIES.

a.	 Shall not be located closer than one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet (measured from the 
most outlying structure of the facility) from an existing residential use or zoning district 
whose principal purpose is for residential dwellings;

b.	 The SCDHEC permit to construct the facility is submitted;
c.	 A copy of the SCDHEC approved Animal Facility Management Plan (AFMP) is submitted;
d.	 The following regulatory permits are submitted:

i.	 SCDHEC waste application contract for all landowners consenting to have waste spread 
on their properties.

ii.	 A copy of any waivers approved by SCDHEC related to modifications in the required 
setbacks or other requirements as established in the SCDHEC regulations for such 
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facilities.
iii.	 Other applicable regulatory permits necessary for the operation of such facilities.

6.	 OFFICES.
No outdoor storage.

7.	 ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL.
a.	 A bar, restaurant or business establishment meeting the definition of a bar must obtain 

a special exception if the establishment is within five hundred (500) feet from any 
residential districts. The five hundred (500) feet shall be measured from property line of the 
establishment to the residential district line.

b.	 If a property or business is transferred to a subsequent party and it is determined after 
receipt of three or more complaints that the character of the business has changed 
substantially, the Zoning Administrator shall be authorized to suspend the previous 
approval and require rehearing by the Board.

8.	 OUTPATIENT TREATMENT FACILITIES FOR ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ADDICTION, 
COUNSELING FACILITIES THAT DISTRIBUTE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION ONSITE & 
PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS
Shall not be located closer than two thousand (2,000) feet (measured from property line) 
from any house of worship, day care center, public or private elementary or secondary 
education school, public park, public library, or residentially zoned property, except in unusual 
circumstances where mitigating conditions can be imposed to minimize adverse effects to 
residential uses;

9.	 TEMPORARY EVENTS & SEASONAL USES
Temporary events and seasonal uses, including but not limited to fairs, circuses, haunted houses 
and trails, community events and the like may be approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals 
as special exceptions. The board, after public hearing, shall consider the factors set forth in § 
1106.A of the Zoning Ordinance, determine the appropriate duration of the event or temporary 
use (not to exceed thirty (30) days), and set hours of operation. The board may also attach such 
conditions as it may deem advisable to protect the surrounding properties and the public health, 
safety and welfare.	

10.	RURAL TOURISM PERMIT.
a.	 Intent.
To support economic growth in rural areas while simultaneously preserving open space 
and farm land. The permit may provide relief from certain commercial standards that are 
inconsistent with the surrounding rural character.
b.	 Permitted activities.

i.	 Rural Tourism activities are permitted provided:
A.	 The parcel is a minimum of 20 acres or 20 total contiguous acres and within a Rural 

area, Rural Corridors, Rural Community, Rural Activity Center, Transitional Growth 
Area, Scenic Conservation, or Preserved Open Space as identified on the active 
future land use map; and
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B.	 The parcel is not zoned Residential; and
C.	 Rural Tourism Activities shall comply with Table 1, Operation Designations. Rural 

Tourism does not include amusement activities specified in the AM1 & AM2 zoning 
districts unless expressly stated in the table below.

ii.	 If plans include use of a building onsite, a courtesy inspection will be made by Horry 
County Code Enforcement to ensure the building complies with accepted safety 
standards.

iii.	 Upon approval, the Rural Tourism Activity may be exempt from Landscaping and 
Buffering requirements and Article VII of the Horry County Zoning Ordinance.

iv.	 No event shall exceed 499 attendees at one time, unless a Special Event permit has been 
approved.

c.	 Application procedures.
i.	 A completed Rural Tourism Special Exception application shall be made to the Planning 

and Zoning Department. Applications shall include the following:
A.	 A master plan identifying all existing and proposed: structures, parking areas, 

ingress and egress, restroom facilities and uses.
B.	 An operation plan that includes planned event days, type of activity and hours of 

operation.

Table 1 
ACTIVITIES DEFINITION 

Agricultural Activities 
These activities can include, but are not limited to: rent-a-row, you-pick operations, 
harvest market 

Education Classes/ Tours 
Classes/ tours focused on rural or agricultural education. (i.e. bird watching, flora and 
fauna identification, farm / rural tours, farm / rural museum, fishing instruction, kayak 
or paddle board instruction) 

Food Service, including, Food 
Trucks 

Onsite consumption of food, to include Farm to Table events 

Rural Activities 
These activities can include, but are not limited to: zip lines, motorized and non-
motorized trail rides (does not include racing activities), horseback riding, rodeos, 
kayaking, fishing and petting zoos. 

Rural Retail Nurseries and the sale of agricultural products, produce and value added products. 

Seasonal Activities 
These activities can include, but are not limited to: corn mazes, haunted houses/ 
forests, egg hunts, and holiday light displays 

Events 
These events can include, but are not limited to: weddings, birthdays, and corporate 
events 

Section 1107 - Appeals From Decisions of Zoning Board of Appeals.
Any person who may have a substantial interest in any decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals may 
appeal from any decision of the Board to the Circuit Court in and for the County of Horry by filing with 
the clerk of court a petition in writing setting forth plainly, fully, and distinctly wherein such decision 
is contrary to law. Such appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) days after the decision of the Board is 
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mailed.

Section 1108 - Conversion of Non-Conforming Uses, Buildings or Structures to 
Conformities.

A.	 PROCEDURE FOR MITIGATING NONCONFORMITY BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT.
Owners of non-conforming uses, buildings, or structures may apply for a special use permit to become 
conforming without changing the use or necessarily modifying the entire physical nature of the 
nonconformity. The special use permit application is reviewed by the zoning administrator who then 
provides a recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a final decision.

The ZBA, at their discretion, may require the following studies and reports from the property owner as 
part of their consideration in deciding whether to approve the request and/or how much of the request 
to grant:

Operation plan. This shall include a site plan of the entire site, and narrative defining the specific 
elements of the use that may create problems; for example: exhaust fans, air conditioning and 
mechanical equipment, junk, exterior storage, lack of buffering or other landscaping, visual 
conditions, intrusion into yards close to neighbors, and the use of the adjoining property, as well as 
the general impact on the community as a whole will be considered.

Reductions in hours of operation, noise, odor, dust and/or exterior storage shall be considered 
beneficial and will favor approval of the special use permit. Increases in landscaping, buffers, or 
improved building quality and materials shall also be considered beneficial.

Note: Where an expansion of a non-conforming use is proposed, to the extent allowed by these 
regulations, elements of the use identified as a nuisance to adjoining properties by the ZBA shall 
be mitigated as a condition of approval. Additional conditions to mitigate the nuisance conditions 
may include one (1) or more of the following: additional buffering, fences or landscaping, relocation 
of doors, waste storage or exterior storage, cleaning up of the site, or mitigation of other problems 
with the use.

The purpose of the additional conditions shall be to give the same level of protection to neighbors 
that would be afforded by a conforming structure. The degree to which mitigation is accomplished 
by additional conditions shall affect the degree of expansion, up to that allowed by these regulations, 
or other approvals granted to the nonconformity.

B.	 CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL OF NONCONFORMITY THROUGH SPECIAL USE PERMIT.
In addition to the standards and criteria for special use permit approval set forth in subsection A above, 
the applicant shall meet the following requirements:

1.	 Demonstrate that the nonconformity, as conducted and managed, has minimal incompatibilities 
that have been integrated into the neighborhood's function. Factors to evaluate these criteria 
include the following:
a.	 The neighborhood residents patronize or are employed at the use (for nonresidential uses).
b.	 Current management practices that eliminate problems such as noise, waste materials, 

competition for on-street parking, or similar conflicts.
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c.	 The nonconformity's history of complaints against it.
d.	 The nonconformity has been maintained in good condition or that the nonconformity 

represents a disincentive for such maintenance.
2.	 The zoning administrator shall review the application and require in writing, from the applicant, 

acceptance of any conditions relative to the expansion of buffer yards, landscaping, or other site 
design. The review may also contain specific limitations on the use, building(s) or structure(s) 
believed necessary to address nuisance concerns that may result upon making the use, 
building(s) or structure(s) a conformity.

3.	 The zoning administrator shall submit a list of all the property's nonconforming conditions.
4.	 The ZBA shall determine that the nonconformity is generally integrated into the neighborhood 

and has minimal adverse impacts. Upon that finding, the ZBA may require conditions, it deems 
necessary, to protect the public health, safety and general welfare.

5.	 Sign mitigation shall not be permitted under any circumstance.
C.	 EFFECT OF SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPROVAL.
Upon granting a special use permit, the ZBA shall require that a notation be placed on the official 
zoning maps stating that the property is a special use. Granting the special use permit makes the 
use, building(s) or structure(s) conforming to the specifics of the special approval, eliminating the 
nonconformity.
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article xii. historic preservation 
commission

Section 1200 - Title.
The title of this Article shall be the Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance.

Section 1201 - Purpose of This Article and Declaration of Policy.
The purpose of this article is to preserve the local heritage of Horry County as an irreplaceable asset 
through the creation of a list of designated individual properties, sites and landmarks and through the 
creation of Historic Districts. The districts will include contributing designated historic properties as 
well as non-designated properties. By regulating these properties, the County seeks to:

1.	 Safeguard its heritage by providing a mechanism that identifies, preserves and enhances the 
important characteristics of its culture, history and architectural history;

2.	 Promote the use and conservation of our resources such as individual properties, historic 
districts, significant and scenic areas, and landmarks for the educational enrichment and civic 
pride of County residents and the State as a whole;

3.	 Encourage a general harmony of style, form, proportion and material for the historic designated 
properties and areas within the County; and,

4.	 Improve property values and strengthen the local economy by fostering preservation, 
restoration and rehabilitation.

It is hereby declared as a matter of public policy that the protection, perpetuation and use of historical 
or significant architectural structures, and historic districts or areas of geographical significance within 
the County are a public necessity and are required in the interest of the prosperity, civic pride and 
general welfare of the people.

The County's historic buildings and districts will continue to be a distinctive aspect of Horry County. 
They will serve as visible reminders of the significant historical and cultural heritage of Horry County 
and the State of South Carolina.

The procedures and guidelines set forth in the following sections will assist in the County's historic 
preservation efforts by identifying buildings, sites, objects and districts that reflect the County's cultural, 
social, economic, political or architectural history. These procedures establish a means of recording local 
historical preservation activities as a matter of public record.

Article XII is enacted pursuant to the South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 6-29-870 through 960.
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Section 1202 - Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this article shall have the meanings respectively 
ascribed to them:
ALTERATIONS, (may also be referred to as remodeling.) A change in the external architectural features of 

any historic structure or in the interior of such structure if the interior feature is specifically included in 
the historic designation; a change in the landscape features of any historic site or place; or work having an 
adverse effect upon designated archaeological resources.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Any material remains of past human life, activities or habitation that 
are of historic or prehistoric significance. Such materials include, but are not limited to pottery, basketry, 
bottles, weapons, weapon projectiles, tools, structures, or portion of structures, pit houses, rock paintings, 
rock carvings, graves, skeletal remains, personal items and clothing, household or business refuse, printed 
matter, manufactured items or any piece of any of the foregoing items.

AREA. Two (2) or more parcels of land, sites, houses, buildings or structures that may include streets and 
alleys.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS. The document issued by the Historic Preservation Commission, 
following a prescribed review procedure, certifying that the proposed actions by an applicant are 
found to be acceptable in terms of design criteria relating to the individual property or the historic 
district.

CERTIFICATE OF NO EFFECT. An official form issued by the County Planning Department stating that 
the proposed work on a historic property will have no detrimental effect on the historic character of the 
property or district, and therefore, may proceed as specified in the certificate without obtaining further 
authorization under these regulations. The issuance of this form authorizes the applicant to proceed with 
applications for any permits required by Horry County's Code Enforcement and Zoning Departments for 
said work.

CONSTRUCTION. The addition to an existing structure or the erection of a new principal or accessory 
structure on a lot or property.

CONTRIBUTING PROPERTY. Any property located within a historic district that is a historically designated 
property.

DEMOLITION. Any act or process that destroys in part or in whole a historic structure or property (real or 
personal).

DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT. Any act or process that destroys in part or in whole a historic structure or 
property (real or personal) because of neglect in maintaining, repairing, recycling, or securing a resource 
or the loss of structural integrity of the resource.

DESIGN GUIDELINES. A standard of appropriate activity that will preserve the historic and architectural 
character of a structure or district and by which the Historic Preservation Commission makes it decisions.

ECONOMIC HARDSHIP. Economic hardship exists when a preponderance of evidence establishes that the 
property in question cannot obtain a reasonable economic return or be put to any economically beneficial 
use.

EXTERIOR ARCHITECTURAL APPEARANCE. The architectural character and general composition of the 
exterior of a structure, including but not limited to the kind, height, size, shape, mass, proportion, details, 
color, and texture of the building materials and the type, design, and character of all windows, doors, light 
fixtures, signs and appurtenant elements.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION. (Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
Definition.) Preservation means the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing 
form, integrity, and materials of a historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to protect and 
stabilize the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and 
features rather than extensive replacement and new construction. New exterior additions are not within 
the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing systems and other code-required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a 
preservation project.

HISTORIC DISTRICT. An area designated by Horry County Council, upon the recommendation of 
the Historic Preservation Commission and pursuant to the provisions of this Article. A District is 
considered an area or group of areas, urban or rural, not necessarily having contiguous boundaries, 
containing one (1) or more resource related by history, architecture, archaeology, engineering 
or culture. All historic districts shall be denoted with a special boundary and the text "HP" on 
the official zoning maps for Horry County and kept as a public record to provide notice of such 
designation and shall be classified as an overlay for zoning and mapping purposes. The historic 
district will not replace the zoning district of record but will coincide with that district.

HISTORIC SITE, LANDMARK, STRUCTURE, RESOURCE OR PROPERTY. One (1) or more parcels of 
land, sites, houses, buildings, structures, features, open space/areas, objects, or areas worthy of 
preservation because it is significant in the history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture 
of the County. Hereinafter, a historic site, landmark, structure, resource or property will be referred 
to as a "historic property" or a "designated property".

HORRY COUNTY HISTORIC PROPERTY REGISTER. The list of designated historic properties in 
Horry County as approved by Horry County Council and maintained by the Horry County Planning 
Department. The list shall include the lots of non-designated properties within any historic district.

MINOR WORK. Any change modifying, restoring, rehabilitating, renovating, surfacing, or resurfacing of 
the features of a historic property which does not materially change the historic characteristics of 
the property.

MOVE/REMOVAL. Any relocation of a structure on its site or to another site.
OPEN SPACE. Undeveloped land, a naturally landscaped area, or a formal or man-made landscaped area 

that provides a connective link or a buffer between other resources.
ORDINARY MAINTENANCE. Keeping a resource unimpaired and through ongoing minor intervention, 

undertaken from time to time, its exterior condition. Ordinary maintenance does not change the 
external appearance of the resources except through the elimination of the usual and expected 
effects of weathering, specifically, painting as an act of ordinary maintenance. Ordinary maintenance 
does not constitute work for the purposes of this chapter.

ORDINARY LANDSCAPING. Keeping a resource unimpaired and in sustained condition through 
ongoing, periodic minor intervention. Ordinary landscaping does not change the appearance of the 
resource, except through the changes to shrubbery, flowerbeds, rock gardens, etc.

OWNER OF RECORD (MAY ALSO BE CALLED THE RECORD OWNER.) The person, corporation or 
other legal entity listed as owner(s) in the records of the Horry County Tax Assessor's office.

PROPERTY. Real property, land.
RECONSTRUCTION. The act of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, features, and 

detailing of a non-surviving historic property for the purpose of replicating its appearance at a 
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specific period of time and in its historic location.
REHABILITATION. The act or process of making possible an efficient compatible use for a historic 

property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features that 
convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

REPAIR. To restore a decayed or damaged resource to good or sound conditions by any process. A 
repair that changes the external appearance of a resource constitutes work for the purposes of this 
article.

RESTORATION. The act of process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character of a 
property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features from 
other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period. The 
limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and other code-
required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a restoration period.

SUBSTANTIAL HARDSHIP. Hardship, caused by unusual and compelling circumstances, based on one 
(1) or more of the following:
1.	 The property cannot reasonably be maintained in the manner dictated by this article;
2.	 There are no other reasonable means of saving the property from deterioration, or collapse; or,
3.	 The property is owned by a non-profit organization and it is not feasible financially or 

physically to achieve the charitable purposes of the organization while maintaining the property 
appropriately.

Section 1203 - Establishment of the Historic Preservation Commission.
The Horry County Historic Preservation Commission, hereinafter referred as the (HPC) or the 
"Commission", is responsible for the implementation of this Article. Membership of the Commission 
shall be upon appointment by the Horry County Council. Members shall assume their duties at the 
first regular meeting after their appointment. Members shall serve without compensation except for 
reimbursement for authorized expenses attendant to the performance of their duties.
A.	 COMPOSITION AND QUALIFICATIONS.
The HPC shall consist of up to ten (10) members and shall be made-up of individuals in architecture, 
history, landscape architecture, construction, education profession, real estate, or interested citizens. 
All members of the HPC shall have a demonstrated interest, competence or knowledge in historic 
preservation.
B.	 ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION.
Organization requirements for the HPC are established in the South Carolina Code of Laws, § 6-29- 
870 and the Horry County Code of Ordinances, § 2-73, Article VI, Division I, Boards, Commissions, 
Committees and Agencies.
C.	 TERMS OF OFFICE.
The terms of office for each Commission member shall be in accordance to Article VI, Division I of the 
Horry County Code of Ordinances.

Section 1204 - Powers and Duties.
The responsibility of the HPC shall be the following:
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1.	 To promote the purposes and objectives of this Article.
2.	 To review and recommend to the Horry County Council the designation of individual historic 

properties, buildings, resources, sites, landmarks and historic districts.
3.	 To review plans and applications for construction, rehabilitation and restoration on historic 

properties, resources or sites, to historic landmarks or buildings, or within historic areas or 
districts, and any demolition pertaining to or affecting duly designated historic properties, 
resources, sites, buildings or districts.

4.	 To coordinate with the comprehensive land use area plans.
5.	 To approve, deny or approve with conditions the demolition or alteration of building exteriors, 

or interiors, if designated as historic. The HPC also shall review proposed new construction in a 
historic district.

6.	 To maintain an inventory of local historic properties, promote education about historic 
preservation and procedures.

7.	 To review and comment on National Register of Historic Places nomination and exercise other 
duties specifically needed by a community.

8.	 To review and approve or disapprove special tax assessments for rehabilitation of historic 
properties per Horry Code of Ordinances § Chapter 9, Article I, 19-7.

9.	 Other duties as assigned by this ordinance.

Section 1205 - Historic Property Inventory.
The HPC shall maintain a local inventory of historic properties more than fifty (50) years old. These 
records shall be held in the Horry County Planning Department and made available to the public. Based 
on the local inventory and criteria, individual properties may be proposed for the Horry County Historic 
Property Register and shall be reviewed by the HPC and a recommendation forwarded to the Horry 
County Council.

Section 1206 - Designation of Historic Properties.

A.	 CRITERIA FOR HISTORIC DESIGNATION.
The HPC shall review the local inventory and make recommendations for historic properties for local 
historic designation to the Horry County Council or the Horry County Planning Commission (for district 
designations) based on the following criteria:

A property may be designated historic if it:
1.	 Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the community or 

heritage of the community, state or nation; or
2.	 Is the site of an event significant in history; or
3.	 Is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture and 

development of the community, state or nation; or
4.	 Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic or historic heritage of the community, 

state or nation; or
5.	 Individually, or as a collection of resources, embodies distinguishing characteristics of a type, 

style, period or specimen in architecture or engineering; or
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6.	 Is the work of a designer whose work has influenced significantly the development of the 
community, state or nation; or

7.	 Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant 
innovation; or

8.	 Is part of or related to a square or other distinctive element of community planning; or
9.	 Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or community; or
10.	Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or
11.	As allowed by the National Park Service standards for culturally significant properties.

B.	 OWNER NOTIFICATION.
Property owners of whose property is proposed for historic designation shall be notified in writing 
thirty (30) days prior to the date of the HPC public hearing. (Public hearings must be advertised at 
least once in a newspaper of general circulation in Horry County fifteen (15) days prior to the date 
scheduled for the public hearing in addition to normal meeting notices.) Owners may appear before the 
Commission and Horry County Council to voice approval or opposition to such designation.
C.	 DESIGNATION AS A HISTORIC PROPERTY.
The Horry County Council shall approve proposed historic properties or district designations with three 
(3) readings. Once approval has been given, the property shall be added to the Horry County Historic 
Property Register as an individual historic property or to the Official Zoning Maps as a historic district.
D.	 DESIGNATION AS A HISTORIC CEMETERY.
When considering and upon the designation of a historic cemetery to the Horry County Historic 
Property Register, the following standards shall apply:

1.	 The addition of a cemetery to the Historic Property Register shall in no way modify state law 
concerning cemeteries.

2.	 For all cemeteries that have no defining border, such as a fence or naturally defined boundary 
the following shall apply:
a.	 Taking into account the nature, character and the typical arrangement of cemeteries in 

Horry County along a generally east/west line, a boundary shall be drawn encompassing 
all gravesites, including depressions or other indicators of probable gravesites, in such a 
way so as to adequately protect and preserve the gravesites therein without unnecessarily 
encumbering any more property than necessary.

b.	 If the property owner chooses to contest the boundary, or to propose an alternative 
boundary, the owner may do so at the public hearings held pursuant to § 1206.B.

c.	 A map of the property depicting the proposed boundary shall be attached to the written 
notification sent to the property owner pursuant to § 1206.B.

d.	 The proposed boundary shall be determined at the time the cemetery is added to the 
Historic Property Register.	

E.	 DESIGNATION AS A HISTORIC DISTRICT.
A minimum of one (1) designated historic property must exist in the area to be considered for a historic 
district before a committee to investigate the merits of a historic district is formed. Before establishing 
a historic district, the HPC shall appoint a committee. The committee will include a minimum of one 
member of the public who lives in the proposed district if at all possible. The rest of the committee shall 
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consist of at least two HPC members. A member of the HPC shall serve as chairman of the committee. 
The committee shall prepare a preliminary report to be presented to the HPC, which shall include the 
following:

1.	 Determine the boundaries for the proposed historic district in writing and on a map.
2.	 Create a photographic inventory of resources within the proposed historic district.
3.	 Conduct research on the proposed historic district and the historic resources located within 

the boundaries and give an analysis of the historic significance and architectural merit of the 
buildings or places and the significance of the district as a whole. In evaluating the significance 
of historic resources, the committee shall be guided by the selection criteria for evaluation 
shown in § 1206.A.

4.	 Determine the number of historic and non-historic resources within the boundary of the 
proposed district.

5.	 Create a map indicating the contributing designated historic properties.
6.	 Make recommendations for the zoning ordinance to regulate the historic district.

The committee may choose to call upon outside agencies for assistance in developing the report and 
may pay outside agencies if funding is available.

A public hearing will be held at which time the ordinance will be presented to the HPC. Property owners 
of both contributing designated historic and non-designated properties within the proposed historic 
district shall be mailed notification thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing. The preliminary report 
and ordinance shall be made available to the public and a comment period shall be open for sixty (60) 
days following the public hearing. At the next regularly scheduled meeting, but not within two weeks 
to the close of the comment period, the HPC will vote to recommend the proposed historic district to 
Planning Commission. Owners may appear before the HPC, the Planning Commission and Horry County 
Council to voice approval or opposition to such designation.

The Commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing which shall be published in 
a newspaper of general circulation in the County at least fifteen (15) days in advance of the scheduled 
hearing date. Conspicuous notice shall be posted on or adjacent to the properties affected, with at least 
one (1) notice being visible from each public thoroughfare that abuts the proposed historic district. At 
the hearing any party may appear in person or by agent or by attorney.
F.	 DESIGNATION AS A HISTORIC TREE
Historic trees are those which have developed exceptional historical, cultural, or aesthetic value because 
of their age, descent, legendary stature, exemplary representation of genius or species, rarity, or 
association with an important event or person.

Age is an important criterion and determination will vary by species. While age cannot be determined 
precisely, an estimated age may be used, and candidate trees should be at least 50 years old. This can 
be determined by supporting documentation, ie pictures and plat maps. Or candidate trees may also be 
nominated using size according to the specimen list and method of measure per County Ordinance 505, 
Table 5 and 505, B.

In addition to the above criteria, a tree must meet a minimum of one of the following to be designated 
historic:
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1.	 Has historic significance by association with an important event or person. Documentation is 
required; or

2.	 Designates a contribution to a significant view or a spatial structure of a setting; or
3.	 Designates an exemplary representation of the characteristics of a genus or species.

Procedure of notification of property owners on whose parcels a nominated tree is located shall be 
followed as defined in Section 1206 B. 
(Ord. No. 128-2022, §17, 11-15-2022)

Section 1207 - Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places.
Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places shall be reviewed and evaluated by the HPC. A 
recommendation from the HPC shall then be forwarded to South Carolina State Board of Review. The 
HPC shall not nominate properties directly to the National Register.

Section 1208 - Process for Granting a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA).

A.	 GENERAL.
A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is required before a zoning compliance form or building permit 
can be issued. A COA is required for the demolition of, or any alteration, modification or addition to, 
as well as, any new construction to an individually designated historic property or to a contributing 
designated historic or non-designated property located in a County historic district, or to any property 
with a special tax assessment. Any zoning compliance form or building permit not issued in conformity 
with this Article shall be considered null and void. Any project in the County underway that does not 
have a Certificate of Appropriateness or a Certificate of No Effect (see § 1209) shall have a stop work 
order issued by the Horry County Code Enforcement Department to prevent further work.
B.	 PROCEDURES.

1.	 Application submission. Applications for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) shall be 
submitted to the Planning Department thirty (30) days prior to the regularly scheduled meeting 
of the HPC in order to be considered. Only complete applications will be accepted and submitted 
to the HPC for review. The owner of record must sign the application form. In the event the 
property owner designates an agent to appear before the Commission, a letter of agency must 
be supplied with the application.

2.	 Commission action and time limits. The Commission shall review the application, using the 
design guidelines appearing in § 1210 to decide whether or not the applicant's plans are 
appropriate. Upon review of the application, the Commission shall have forty-five (45) days in 
which to state it's decision - approval, denial, or approval with conditions - and the reasons for 
the decision. Written notification of the Commission's decision and the reason for the decision 
shall be provided to the property owner or applicant. Individuals aggrieved by the decision of 
the Commission may appeal to the Courts of South Carolina.

C.	 CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.
The Commission shall, require data as is reasonable and necessary to determine the nature of the 
application. An application shall not be considered complete until all the required data has been 
submitted.
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D.	 NOTIFICATION OF AFFECTED PROPERTY OWNERS.
Prior to the issuance of an approval or denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness, the Horry County 
Planning Department shall send out notification to the affected property owners who are adjacent to 
and within a historic district of the applicant's property.
E.	 SUBMISSION OF A NEW APPLICATION.
If the Commission determines that a Certificate of Appropriateness should be denied, a new application 
affecting the same property may be submitted only if substantial change is made in the plans for the 
proposed work.
F.	 FINES AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.
The system of fines applied by Horry County Code Enforcement Department for violation of the building 
codes will apply to violations of this Article.
G.	 SUBSTANTIAL HARDSHIP.
In the event a Certificate of Appropriateness is denied, the property owner may apply for an exemption 
based on the substantial hardship of maintaining the property according to the design guidelines for 
historic properties. Substantial hardship is to be considered by the Historic Preservation Commission 
only if the applicant can meet one (1) or more of the criteria as defined in § 1202.

The owner may be required to submit documents to show that he cannot comply with the design 
guidelines. Information required may include, but not limited to, one or more of the following:

1.	 Costs of the proposed development with and without modification needed to comply with the 
design guidelines as determined by the Commission,

2.	 Structural report and/or a feasibility report,
3.	 Market value of the property in its present condition and after completion of the proposed 

project,
4.	 Cost of the property, date purchased, relationship, if any between seller and buyer, terms of 

financing.
5.	 For the past two (2) years, annual gross income from the property with operating and 

maintenance expenses, depreciation, and annual cash flow before and after debt service during 
that time, or

6.	 Other information considered necessary by the Commission to determine whether or not to 
grant the exemption.

H.	 DEMOLITION.
It is the intent of this Section to establish minimum maintenance standards and criteria for the 
demolition of historic properties in Horry County.

1.	 Property Owner Maintenance Responsibilities. The property owner shall make every effort to 
preserve from deliberate or inadvertent neglect the exterior features of buildings or structures 
designated as contributing or significant (and the interior portions if designated). Routine 
maintenance is necessary to prevent the deterioration and decay of the exterior. Buildings 
or structures shall be preserved against such decline and deterioration and kept free from 
structural defects through prompt corrections of the following:
a.	 Facades which may fall and injure persons or property;
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b.	 Deteriorated or inadequate foundation, defective or deteriorated flooring or flooring 
supports, deteriorated walls or other vertical structural supports;

c.	 Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports, deteriorated walls or other vertical 
structural supports;

d.	 Deteriorated or ineffective waterproofing or exterior walls, roofs, foundations, or floors, 
including broken windows or doors;

e.	 Defective or insufficient weather protection for exterior wall covering, including lack of 
paint or weathering due to lack of paint or other protective cover; or

f.	 Any fault or defect in the building that renders it not properly watertight or structurally 
unsafe.

The owner will have to comply with all applicable building codes, laws and regulations 
governing any work on the property. Any owner who fails to maintain their building or structure 
in compliance with this Section will be subject to enforcement penalties.

2.	 Commission Authorized Demolition. The Commission is authorized to approve the removal 
of dangerous or unsafe buildings and parts thereof if the building or structure is a historic 
landmark or is located in a historic district as defined in § 1202 of this Article. The Commission 
shall not order or cause the building or structure or portion thereof to be removed or taken 
down, unless the Commission determines in consultation with the South Carolina Department 
of Archives and History and the Horry County Code Enforcement Department that:
a.	 There is an extreme and immediate threat to public safety and welfare of the general public 

resulting from unsafe structural conditions; and,
b.	 The building or structure cannot be made safe by the stabilizing, shoring or securing of the 

unit.
In instances where unsafe structural conditions have been identified in these buildings, the 
owner shall immediately make the building safe and secure.

Section 1209 - Process for Granting a Certificate of No Effect (COE).

A.	 GENERAL.
A Certificate of No Effect is required before any minor work to a designated historic property or to a 
contributing property located in a historic district, or to any property with a special tax assessment, 
can occur. Minor work to a non-designated property in a historic district, including interior, mechanical, 
repair, and ordinary maintenance, regardless of whether or not a Zoning Compliance or Building Permit 
is required, is considered exempt and does not need a Certificate of No Effect. Minor work consists of 
any change modifying, restoring, rehabilitating, renovating, surfacing, or resurfacing of the features 
of a property that does not materially change the historic characteristics of the property or district. 
Minor work also incorporates landscaping, open spaces and the maintenance of a historic property or 
contributing properties located within a historic district. Any zoning compliance form or building permit 
not issued in conformity with this Section shall be considered null and void. Any project underway in the 
County that does not have a Certificate of Appropriateness (see §1208) or a Certificate of No Effect shall 
have a stop work order issued by the Horry County Code Enforcement Department to prevent further 
work.
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B.	 REQUIRED PROCEDURE.
An application form must be submitted to the Planning Department in order to obtain a Certificate of No 
Effect (COE) whenever a property owner performs any minor work or repair to a historic property or 
to a contributing property in a historic district. The owner of record must sign the application form. In 
the event the property owner designates an agent to apply for the certificate, a letter of agency must be 
supplied with the application.

The Planning Department staff shall have fifteen (15) days to review the request. Upon review, a 
Certificate of No Effect shall be prepared or referred to the HPC. The COE must state the decision of the 
Planning Department: approval, denial, approval with conditions, or referral to the Commission - and 
the reasons for the decision. Decisions of the Planning Department are appealed to the HPC.
C.	 ACTION ON APPLICATIONS.
The Planning Department staff shall review the application, using the definition of "Minor Work" in 
§1202 to determine whether or not the application may be reviewed by staff or requires review by the 
HPC. Any application that requires Planning Department review shall be reviewed according to the 
design guidelines appearing in §1210. Once approved, a Certificate of No Effect (COE) shall then be 
issued. A copy of the application, the COE and other pertinent data shall be kept on record in the files of 
the Planning Department. Applications requiring Commission review shall be added to the next deadline 
for submittals to the HPC.
D.	 CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.
The Planning Department staff shall require data as is reasonable and necessary to determine the 
nature of the application. Such data can include, but may not necessarily be restricted to, site or 
architectural plans, landscaping plans, materials lists, etc. Historical and documental information may 
also be requested. An application shall not be considered complete until all the required data has been 
submitted.

Section 1210 - Design Guidelines.

A.	 INTENT.
It is the intent of this Section to ensure that properties designated as historic or located within a Historic 
District shall remain in harmony with the architectural and historical character of Horry County, South 
Carolina. In granting a Certificate of Appropriateness or a Certificate of No Effect, the Commission or 
Planning Department shall take into account the following:

1.	 The architectural and historical significance of the structure,
2.	 The exterior form and appearance of any proposed additions or modifications, and
3.	 The effect of such change or additions upon other structures in the vicinity.

B.	 GENERAL DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES.
When considering an application for a Certificate, the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation shall be used as guidelines in making decisions. In addition, the Commission may 
recommend to Horry County Council the adoption of more specific guidelines for specific historic 
properties and districts. These guidelines shall serve as the minimum basis for determining the 
approval, approval with conditions, or denial of an application for all historic properties as well as all 
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contributing properties located within a Historic District.

The Secretary's Standards for Rehabilitation are:
1.	 A historic property will be used as it was historically used or be given a new use that requires 

minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2.	 The historic character of a designated property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relations that characterize a 
property will be avoided.

3.	 Each historic property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes 
that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or 
elements from other buildings, will not be undertaken.

4.	 Changes to a designated property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will 
be retained and preserved.

5.	 Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a historic property will be preserved.

6.	 Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old 
in design, color, texture, and where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be 
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

7.	 Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8.	 Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be 
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9.	 New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features and spatial relationships that characterize the designated property. The 
new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 
features, size, scale, and proportion and massing to protect the integrity of the historic property 
and its environment.

10.	New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.	

C.	 MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND INTERIOR PROJECTS.
Nothing in this document shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair of any 
exterior architectural feature of structures designated as historic when that repair does not involve 
a change in design, material, color or outer appearance of the structure. Interior arrangements or 
alterations shall not be considered unless the interior is specifically described and designated as 
historic.

Section 1211 - Challenge of a Staff or Commission Decision.
Any applicant may challenge a decision of the Planning Department staff to the HPC. Decisions of the 
Commission must be appealed to the Courts of South Carolina pursuant to the South Carolina Code of 
Laws, Section 6-29-900 et sequitur.



Article xii
historic preservation commission

281

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

Section 1212 - Conditional Use Permitting for Weddings/Periodic Events.
1.	 Said facilities shall be exempt from the parking requirements of § 700 of the Zoning Ordinance.
2.	 Said facilities shall be exempt from the landscaping requirements of Article V of the Zoning 

Ordinance.
3.	 The requirements of Chapter 13, Article 3 (Noise Control) of the County Code shall be met.
4.	  Any new structures erected for this purpose:

a.	 Must be approved by the Horry County Historic Preservation Commission under the 
Secretary of the Interior Standards of Historic Preservation;

b.	 Meet all requirements of the underlying zoning including any applicable Overlays;
c.	 May not exceed four thousand five hundred (4,500) square feet in size;
d.	 Shall meet applicable building code and be legally permitted.

5.	 Ingress, egress, and/or parking of vehicle traffic shall not create a hazard for traffic on an 
adjacent street.

6.	 Where the historic integrity of a designated structure will be potentially affected by the 
installation of commercial restroom facilities, ADA compliant, handicapped accessible portable 
restroom facilities may be substituted during all scheduled events.

7.	 All signage for the facility must be approved by the Historic Preservation Commission and no 
off- site signage shall be permitted for such activities.

8.	 The Historic Preservation Commission shall review the facility for appropriateness to host 
said events and may include or limit what events shall be allowed to be held, including, but not 
limited to:
a.	 Weddings, receptions, bridal showers, baby showers;
b.	 Reunions;
c.	 Reenactments;
d.	 House museums;
e.	 Holiday/seasonal events;
f.	 Similar social events that meet the requirements of this ordinance.

9.	 A conditional use permit shall be obtained prior to the commencement of the use.
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article xiii. development impact 
fees

Section 1300 - Title and Authority.
This article shall be referred to as "Development Impact Fees," which is adopted pursuant to and in 
compliance with the authority conferred by the South Carolina Development Impact Fee Act, Code of 
Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended, Title 6, Article 9, Chapter 1.

Section 1301 - Adoption of Technical Report.
The County hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the report titled "Capital Improvement Plan 
and Development Impact Fee Study," prepared by TischlerBise, dated April 3, 2020, which supports the 
necessity, amounts, levels of service, and reasonableness of the Impact Fees imposed by this article.

Section 1302 - Findings.
The County hereby declares and finds that:

1.	 Pursuant to Chapter 29, Title 6, S.C. Code Ann., 1976, as amended, the Horry County 
comprehensive plan, Imagine 2040, was adopted on December 10, 2019; and

2.	 In accordance with the South Carolina Development Impact Fee Act, including § 6-1-960, thereof, 
the County adopts a Capital Improvements Plan, which describes the types and magnitude of 
planned System Improvements needed to address the impacts of New Development on Public 
Facilities to be funded with Impact Fee revenues, which will benefit Fee Payors pursuant to the 
provisions of this article; and

3.	 The County retained TischlerBise to analyze land use assumptions, in accordance with the South 
Carolina Development Impact Fee Act, and to determine the additional demand created by New 
Development for Public Facility System Improvements; and

4.	 Based on such analysis, TischlerBise has prepared a report titled "Capital Improvement Plan 
and Development Impact Fee Study," and dated April 3, 2020, which in all material respects was 
submitted to and reviewed by County staff and officials, the Horry County Planning Commission, 
and the Horry County Council; and

5.	 The Technical Report describes the levels of service the County Council deemed acceptable, as 
applicable to each Public Facility for which Impact Fees are collected pursuant to this article; and

6.	 The Technical Report has been presented to and reviewed by County Council, which has 
determined, in accordance with the requirements of law, that:

Impact Fees are necessary to offset the costs to the County associated with meeting the necessary 
facility demand created by projected new residential and non-residential Development;
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a.	 Impact Fees imposed by this article are calculated in accordance with generally accepted 
principles and professional standards as specifically described in the Technical Report;

b.	 The Impact Fees imposed by this article reasonably relate to the service demands and 
needs of New Development subject to this article, are based on actual improvement costs 
or reasonable estimates of such costs, are supported by sound engineering studies, and do 
not exceed a proportionate share of the costs incurred by the County in providing System 
Improvements to serve New Development;

c.	 The expenditure of Impact Fees, pursuant to the terms of this article, will result in a 
beneficial use to New Development reasonably related to the Impact Fees, and any benefits 
to property owners or developers, other than Fee Payors, within the impact fee service area, 
resulting from the expenditure of Impact Fee revenues pursuant to this article, if any, are 
incidental;

d.	 Following due consideration of the Technical Report, the County's recovery of a portion 
of capital costs through Impact Fees will not significantly affect the costs or availability of 
Affordable Housing within Horry County, see Appendix A (Housing Affordability Analysis) 
attached to the ordinance from which this article derived;

e.	 The demand for and the benefits resulting from System Improvements to be funded with 
Impact Fee revenues are reflected in the Impact Fee Service Areas established by the 
Technical Report and as provided by this article; and

f.	 The County has prepared and will review and, as needed, update the Capital Improvements 
Plan that include Public Facility improvements to ensure New Development paying Impact 
Fees under this article receive a beneficial use from System Improvements constructed 
through the expenditure of Impact Fees, as required by law; and

g.	 This article is necessary in order, among other things, to ensure the adequacy of the 
County's public facilities as new residential and nonresidential Development continues in 
unincorporated Horry County.

Section 1303 - Interpretations of Article and Fee Schedule.
Interpretation of the provisions of this article shall be made by the Administrator consistent with the 
Technical Report, the South Carolina Development Impact Fee Act, the purpose and legislative intent of 
the County Council, and other requirements of law.

Section 1304 - Effect on Other Regulations and Requirements.
1.	 This article may not be construed to alter, amend, or modify any other provision of the County 

Code of Ordinances, which shall be operative and remain in full force and effect notwithstanding 
any contrary provisions, definitions, or intentions that are or may be expressed or implied in this 
article, unless expressly providing for herein.

2.	 The payment of Impact Fees shall not entitle the applicant to a building or development permit 
unless all other applicable land use, zoning, planning, and other applicable requirements, 
standards, and conditions have been met. Such other requirements, standards, and conditions 
are independent of the requirement for payment of Impact Fees required by this article.
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Section 1305 - Definitions.
The following terms, as used in this article, shall have the meanings specified below. To the extent a term 
is not defined, including any land use proposed, which is subject to this article, the Administrator shall 
determine the meaning of the term, pursuant to § 1303, above.
ADMINISTRATOR means the County Administrator of Horry County or the Administrator's designee.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING means housing affordable to families whose incomes do not exceed eighty percent 

(80%) of the median income in Horry County.
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS means improvements including, but not limited to, land, buildings, and 

structures with a useful life of five (5) years or more and equipment and vehicles with an individual 
unit purchase price of not less than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), by new construction 
or other action, which increase the service capacity of a Public Facility.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN OR CIP means the County's schedule of planned Public Facility 
System Improvements upon which impact fees may be used as a funding source under this article, 
including those in the Technical Report, as implemented by and consistent with the County's annual 
budgets and 5-year capital improvements planning program.

COUNTY means Horry County, South Carolina.
COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICE AREA means the Impact Fee Service Area within which the County 

provides public safety Public Facilities to serve New Development within its boundaries, which are on file 
with the County Department of Planning and Zoning.

DEVELOPMENT means construction or installation of a new building or structure, or a change in use of a 
building, structure, or land, which creates additional demand and need for Public Facilities. A building or 
structure shall include, but not be limited to, modular buildings and manufactured housing. Development 
does not include alterations made to existing single-family homes.

EXPENDITURE means legally obligated or otherwise committed to use by appropriation, contract, 
payment, repayment, or purchase order of the County or a partnering agency in the provision of System 
Improvements.

FEE PAYOR means a Person undertaking Development who is required to pay an Impact Fee in accordance 
with the terms of this article.

IMPACT FEE OR DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE means a fee imposed pursuant to this article, in the 
amounts set forth herein.

IMPACT FEE ACCOUNT means an internal account established by the County for the purpose of segregating 
from other County funds Impact Fee revenues collected for a particular Public Facility and, as applicable, 
from within a particular Impact Fee Service Area, as specifically provided in this article.

IMPACT FEE SERVICE AREA means the geographic area or areas described in § 1307 of this article, within 
which Public Facilities provide service to New Development and Impact Fee revenues will be spent.

MURRELLS INLET-GARDEN CITY (MIGC) PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICE AREA means the Impact Fee 
Service Area within which the County provides public safety Public Facilities to serve New Development 
within its boundaries, which are on file with the County Department of Planning and Zoning.

NEW DEVELOPMENT means Development subject to the terms of this article.
NON-COMMENCEMENT means the cancellation of a construction activity making a material change in a 

structure, or the cancellation of any other Development activity making a material change in the use or 
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appearance of land.
OFFSET means a credit, reimbursement, or waiver of Impact Fees, given pursuant to the terms of this article, 

as a result of the dedication, construction, or funding of an Offset-Eligible Improvement.
OFFSET-ELIGIBLE IMPROVEMENT means System Improvements, constructed, dedicated, or funded by 

a party other than the County, which is not a Project-Level Improvement.
PARKS AND RECREATION SERVICE AREA means the Impact Fee Service Area within which the County 

provides parks and recreation Public Facilities to serve New Development within its boundaries, which are 
on file with the County Department of Planning and Zoning.

PERSON means an individual, corporation, governmental agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, 
association, two or more Persons having joint or common interest, or any other legal entity.

PROJECT-LEVEL IMPROVEMENTS means improvements necessary to mitigate impacts attributable solely 
to a particular development; including but not limited to, direct access improvements, turn lanes, median 
openings, frontage roads, private security vehicles, or private parks.

PUBLIC FACILITIES means System Improvements, for which Impact Fees are collected pursuant to this 
article, including for parks and recreation, public safety, and solid waste.

SERVICE UNIT means a standardized measure of consumption, use, generation, or discharge attributable 
to an individual unit of development calculated in accordance with generally accepted engineering 
or planning standards for a particular category of Public Facilities, as provided in this article and the 
Technical Report.

SOLID WASTE WATER SERVICE AREA means the Impact Fee Service Area within which the County 
provides solid waste Public Facilities to serve New Development within its boundaries, which are on file 
with the County Department of Planning and Zoning.

SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS means Capital Improvements to a Public Facility included on the County's 
CIP or provided by a partnering agency, which are designed to provide service to New Development 
in an Impact Fee Service Area. "System Improvements" do not include Project-Level Improvements.

SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT COSTS means costs incurred for construction or reconstruction of System 
Improvements, including design, acquisition, engineering, and other costs attributable to the 
improvements, and also includes the costs of providing additional Public Facilities needed to serve New 
Development. System Improvement costs do not include:

a.	 Construction, acquisition, or expansion of Public Facilities other than Capital Improvements 
identified in the Capital Improvements Plan;

b.	 Repair, operation, or maintenance of existing or new capital improvements;
c.	 Upgrading, updating, expanding, or replacing existing capital improvements to serve 

existing development in order to meet stricter safety, efficiency, environmental, or 
regulatory standards;

d.	 Upgrading, updating, expanding, or replacing existing capital improvements to provide 
better service to existing development;

e.	 Administrative and operating costs of the County, including those associated with 
development or calculation of impact fee amounts; or

f.	 Principal payments and interest or other finance charges on bonds or other indebtedness, 
except financial obligations issued by or on behalf of the County to finance Capital 
Improvements identified in the CIP to serve New Development.
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TECHNICAL REPORT means the report titled "Capital Improvement Plan and Development Impact Fee 
Study," prepared by TischlerBise, dated April 3, 2020.

TEMPORARY USES means uses that are required in the construction phase of Development or are uniquely 
seasonal in nature, including, but not limited to: contractor's project offices, project sales offices, seasonal 
sales of trees or farm produce, carnivals, and tent meetings.

Section 1306 - Applicability of This Article.

1.	 TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT AFFECTED.
a.	 Except as expressly provided otherwise herein, the provisions of this article shall apply to 

New Development in the unincorporated areas of Horry County.
b.	 No Impact Fees shall be assessed with respect to a property for which a valid building permit 

or certificate of occupancy has been issued or construction has lawfully commenced before 
the Effective Date of this article.

c.	 Impact Fees shall be paid by New Development, as provided in this article, unless the 
proposed Development specifically is not subject to or is exempt from the terms of this 
article, or has received an Offset pursuant to this article.

d.	 Impact fees imposed by this article in an area annexed by a municipality remain subject to 
the requirements of this article unless the municipality assumes any liability which is to be 
paid with the impact fee revenue. 

2.	 TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT NOT AFFECTED.
The following types of Development shall not be subject to the terms of this article:

a.	 Rebuilding the same amount of floor space of a structure that was destroyed by fire or other 
catastrophe;

b.	 Construction, reconstruction, remodeling, or repairing a structure or other activity that does 
not result in an increase in the number of Service Units;

c.	 Replacing a residential unit, including a manufactured home, with another residential unit 
on the same lot, if the number of Service Units does not increase;

d.	 Placing a construction trailer or office on a lot during the period of construction on the lot;
e.	 Constructing an addition on a residential structure which does not increase the number of 

Service Units;
f.	 Adding uses that are typically accessory to residential uses, such as a tennis court or a 

clubhouse, unless it is demonstrated by the Administrator that the accessory use creates a 
measurable impact on Public Facility capacity in addition to the associated residential uses;

g.	 All or part of a particular development project if:
i.	 The project is determined to create Affordable Housing; and
ii.	 The exempt development's proportionate share of System Improvements is funded 

through a revenue source other than Impact Fees.
h.	 Construction of elementary, middle, or secondary schools;
i.	 Construction of a new volunteer fire department;
j.	 Temporary Uses;
k.	 Alternations to an existing single-family home; or
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l.	 A project that mitigated or mitigates its impact on Public Facilities, which would otherwise 
be subject to this article, through a development agreement or other commitment by the 
developer.

Section 1307 - Impact Fee Service Areas Established.
There are hereby established the following Impact Fee Service Areas within which the County provides 
Public Facility services and within which Impact Fees are assessed.	

1.	 PUBLIC SAFETY.
There are two Impact Fee Service Areas for public safety.

a.	 The Murrells Inlet-Garden City (MIGC) Public Safety Service Area includes unincorporated 
lands within the MIGC Fire District, which is illustrated in subparagraph (c) below.

b.	 The County Public Safety Service Area includes unincorporated lands outside of the MIGC 
Fire District

c.	 The map below illustrates the general boundaries of the MIGC Fire District. Official maps of 
the boundaries of the MIGC Public Safety Service Area and the County Public Safety Service 
are on file with the Horry County Department of Planning and Zoning.

2.	 PARKS AND RECREATION.
There is a single Impact Fee Service Area for parks and recreation, designated as the Parks and 
Recreation Service Area, which includes all lands within the unincorporated areas of Horry County. 

3.	 SOLID WASTE.
There is a single Impact Fee Service Area for solid waste designated as the Solid Waste Service Area, 
which includes all lands within the unincorporated areas of Horry County.

Section 1308 - Impact Fee Amounts, How Calculated; Collection; Failure to Pay; 
Effect of Payment.

1.	 IMPACT FEE AMOUNTS.
Impact Fees shall be assessed and collected from New Development, pursuant to the provisions of 
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this article, in accordance with the fee schedule below, unless the developer has received an Offset, 
credit, exemption, or otherwise has provided its proportionate share of Public Facilities, as allowed 
by this article.

Development 
Type Demand Unit Parks & 

Recreation 

Public Safety 

Solid Waste 
For New 

Development 
within 

MIGCFD 1

For New 
Development 

outside of 
MIGCFD 

Residential (per Demand Unit) 
Single Family DU $479 $114 $484 $273 
Multifamily DU $400 $94 $403 $228 

Nonresidential (per Demand Unit) 
Retail 1,000 Sq. Ft. n/a $370 $1,797 n/a 
Office 1,000 Sq. Ft. n/a $144 $702 n/a 

Industrial 1,000 Sq. Ft. n/a $59 $285 n/a 
Institutional 1,000 Sq. Ft. n/a $289 $1,407 n/a 

Lodging Room $135 $124 $603 n/a 
Footnotes:

1. Murrells Inlet-Garden City Fire District 

2.	 HOW CALCULATED.
Impact Fees were calculated based on New Development's proportionate share impact on Public 
Facilities and the cost for the County and its partnering agencies to address that impact, based on 
the levels of service and methodologies described in the Technical Report, which is on file with the 
County and incorporated by this reference.

3.	 WHEN COLLECTED.
Impact Fees will be assessed against New Development at the time of issuance of a building permit 
or development permit if no building permit is required, except as otherwise specifically provided 
by this article. Unless an applicant has received an Offset, credit, or exemption or has provided an 
approved individual assessment, pursuant to this article, Impact Fees shall be paid in the amounts 
set forth in applicable fee schedules in § 1308 of this article. In the event that a proposed use is 
not listed in the fee schedule, the Administrator shall apply the Impact Fee applicable to the most 
comparable land use listed in the fee schedule. In making the determination, the Administrator may 
rely on professionally-recognized documentation indicating the impacts of the proposed use on 
Public Facilities including, but not limited to, the Technical Report, the ITE Trip Generation manual, 
or the APA's Land-Based Classification Standards.

4.	 FAILURE TO PAY.
No building permit, or development permit if no building permit is required, shall be issued unless 
Impact Fees owed pursuant to the provisions of this article are paid in full. If a Fee Payor fails to 
pay Impact Fees as required herein, the County may assess penalties and liens against a property 
or property owner, based on the percentage, penalties, and timeframes applicable for failure to pay 
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property taxes.

5.	 EFFECT OF PAYMENT.
Payment of Impact Fees according to the provisions of this article constitutes full and complete 
payment of the developer's proportionate share of System Improvement costs, as required by law.

Section 1309 - Individual Assessment of Impact Fee.

1.	 GENERALLY.
a.	 An individual assessment may be submitted by a Fee Payor to determine whether a 

proportionate share demand on Public Facilities created by the proposed development will 
be less than the fees set forth in § 1308.

b.	 The County may have an individual assessment completed when a proposed New 
Development includes a land use not listed in § 1308 or for which an assessment is required 
pursuant to the fee schedules in that section.

c.	 The individual assessment shall be calculated according to the cost assumptions and 
methodology used for the particular Public Facility in the Technical Report and the costs of 
the individual assessment shall be borne by the applicant.

d.	 The individual assessment may be based only upon impact or use characteristics that are 
shown to exist throughout the expected life of the structure or use and may not be based 
upon temporary or transitory use characteristics.

2.	 PROCEDURE FOR APPLICANT-INITIATED INDIVIDUAL ASSESSMENTS.
a.	 Prior to submitting an individual assessment analysis to the County, the applicant must 

schedule and attend a preapplication meeting with the Administrator in order to establish 
the studies parameters and requirements, consistent with this section and the specific 
characteristics of the proposed Development.

b.	 The individual assessment analysis shall be prepared by qualified professionals in the fields 
of planning and engineering, impact analysis and economics, as necessary to comply with 
the requirements of this section.

c.	 Within fifteen (15) working days of receipt of an individual assessment analysis, the 
Administrator shall determine if the individual assessment analysis is complete. If the 
Administrator determines the application is not complete, the Administrator shall send 
a written statement specifying the deficiencies to the Person submitting the application. 
Until the deficiencies are corrected, the Administrator shall take no further action on the 
application.

d.	 When the Administrator determines the individual assessment analysis is complete, the 
Administrator shall review it within thirty (30) working days. The Administrator shall 
approve the proposed fee if he or she determines that the data, factors, and methodology 
used to determine the proposed Impact Fee are professionally acceptable and fairly assess 
the proportionate share costs for the Development's System Improvements to County Public 
Facilities, based on the methodologies used in the Technical Report, input by the County 
Engineer, and applicable County data. If the Administrator determines that the data, factors, 
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or methodology do not support a fee different than those set forth in § 1308 of this article, 
the proposed fee shall be denied, and the developer shall pay the Impact Fees according to 
the schedules established in § 1308.

Section 1310 - Offsets Against Impact Fees.

1.	 GENERALLY.
A Fee Payor or developer may enter into an Offset agreement with the County, including, 
if applicable, an agreement entered into pursuant to the South Carolina Local Government 
Development Agreement Act, providing for payments instead of Impact Fees for Public Facilities. 
An Impact Fee may not be imposed on a Fee Payor or developer who has contributed a project's 
proportionate share of System Improvements.	

2.	 AMOUNT AND LIMITATION.
a.	 Impact Fee Offset amounts shall be based on the actual cost of the Offset-Eligible 

Improvement, but in no case shall exceed the amount of the Impact Fees due pursuant to this 
article.

b.	 If the County wishes to reimburse a developer for provision of facilities in excess of 
the amount of the Impact Fees due, County Council must do so pursuant to a separate 
agreement, including, a development agreement as provided under Chapter 15, Article VI 
of the Horry County Code of Ordinances, as applicable. Such agreements shall provide for 
reimbursements in excess of the amount of the Impact Fees due, pursuant to this article, 
from a source other than revenues from collected Impact Fees.

c.	 In no case shall a developer be required to pay more than its proportionate share of System 
Improvement costs, including the payment of money or contribution or dedication of land, 
or to oversize System-Improvements for use of others outside of the project without fair 
compensation or reimbursement from Impact Fees or other sources. 

3.	 REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR IMPACT FEE OFFSETS. Requests for offsets must 
be accompanied by a proposed offset agreement as provided herein.
a.	 Offset-Eligible Improvements. No Offset shall be granted except for Offset-Eligible 

Improvements.
b.	 By Public Facility Category. In order to be eligible for Impact Fee Offsets, the System 

Improvements proposed for dedication, construction, or funding must be an Offset-Eligible 
Improvement of the same Public Facility category for which Impact Fees are required.

c.	 Procedure.
i.	 Upon receipt of a request for Offsets and a proposed Offset agreement, the 

Administrator, County attorney, and other appropriate staff will review the request 
and proposed agreement, as well as such other relevant information and evidence, and 
the Administrator will forward to the County Council a report as to whether an Offset 
is proper based on the provisions of this article and the South Carolina Development 
Impact Fee Act.

ii.	 Based on the report of the Administrator, the provisions of this article, the CIP, the 
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comprehensive plan, adopted County budget, and the Technical Report, the County 
Council will make a final decision to accept, reject, or accept with conditions the 
proposed dedication, construction, or funding of an Offset-Eligible Improvement and 
Offset agreement in exchange for an Offset against Impact Fees owed.

d.	 Calculation of the value of the Offset. The actual costs of Offsets shall be calculated as 
follows:
i.	 Facilities and equipment associated with the Offset-Eligible. Improvement. Actual 

cost of construction or equipment, as evidenced by receipts, bids, and other sufficient 
documentation certified by a qualified and licensed engineer in the State of South 
Carolina.

ii.	 Dedication of land associated with the Offset-Eligible Improvement. The fair market 
value of the land as determined by a certified property appraiser hired and paid for by 
the applicant. If the County rejects the applicant's appraisal, the County may hire and 
pay for a second appraiser to appraise the property. If either party rejects the second 
appraisal, a third appraisal may be performed by an appraiser chosen by the first 
and second appraisers, the costs of which are to be shared equally by the County and 
the developer. The third appraisal is binding on both parties. All appraisals must be 
consistent with generally-accepted appraisal techniques for the area.

e.	 Offset agreement requirements. No System Improvements may be accepted by the County 
in exchange for an Impact Fee Offset except pursuant to an executed Offset agreement 
between the County and the provider of the Offset-Eligible Improvement, which agreement 
shall include the following:
i.	 A schedule for the initiation and completion of the construction of the proposed Public 

Facility;
ii.	 A schedule for the County's issuance of the Offsets;
iii.	 The amount of the Impact Fees, by type, proposed to be Offset by the County;
iv.	 The mechanism for addressing interproject transfers, if any;
v.	 The method of accounting for reimbursements and Offsets;
vi.	 A provision that all construction will be in accordance with County specifications and all 

regulations set forth in the County Code; and
vii.	 Such other terms and conditions as are deemed necessary by the County for compliance 

with the provisions of this article and the South Carolina Development Impact Fee Act.

Section 1311 - Use of Funds Collected, Impact Fee Accounts.
1.	 Impact Fees collected pursuant to this article shall be used solely for the purpose of System 

Improvement Costs to create additional Public Facility capacity reasonably related to the 
proportionate share demands and needs of New Development, which will result in a beneficial 
use to New Development.

2.	 Impact Fees may be spent for System Improvement Costs on the Capital Improvements Plan.
3.	 Impact Fees may be spent for only the category of Public Facility for which they were collected 

within the Impact Fee Service Area from which they were collected.
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4.	 Impact Fees collected shall be expended for the construction of Public Facilities within three (3) 
years of the date they are scheduled on the CIP for expenditure, and not more than seven (7) 
years from the date of collection. Impact Fees shall be considered expended in the order received 
by the County on a first-in, first-out basis.

5.	 In order to ensure that Impact Fee revenues are earmarked and spent solely for the expansion 
of Public Facilities necessary to offset the impacts of New Development, the following provisions 
apply:
a.	 The County shall establish and maintain a separate bank account for the purpose of 

segregating Impact Fee revenues collected pursuant to this article from all other County 
funds.

b.	 In addition, the County shall establish and maintain internal Impact Fee Accounts for each 
Public Facility for which Impact Fees are collected, separated by Impact Fee Service Area, 
to ensure Impact Fee Revenues are spent solely for the category of Public Facility for which 
they were collected, within the Impact Fee Service Area from which they were collected.

c.	 The external Impact Fee bank account shall be interest-bearing and all interest income 
shall be deposited therein and be subject to all restrictions placed on the use of Impact Fees 
pursuant to the provisions of this article and the South Carolina Development Impact Fee 
Act.

d.	 Impact Fee revenues for each Public Facility shall remain segregated from Impact Fee 
Accounts for other Public Facilities and from other County funds.

e.	 Other than interest that accrues on the account, no other funds shall be included in the 
Impact Fee Account and all revenues shall be spent only on System Improvement Costs 
Public Facilities.

f.	 Amounts withdrawn from an Impact Fee Account must be used solely in accordance with 
the provisions of this article. Impact fees shall not be used for any expenditure that would be 
classified as a maintenance, operations, or repair expense or to address existing deficiencies 
in capacity.

Section 1312 - Refunds.
1.	 Impact Fees shall be returned to the owner of record of property on which Impact Fees have 

been paid, as follows:
a.	 In the event Impact Fees are not expended within three (3) years from the date they are 

scheduled on the CIP for expenditure or within seven (7) years from the date of collection, as 
provided in § 1311 of this article; or

b.	 In the event a building permit, development permit, or permit for the installation of 
a manufactured home is denied, an approved Development is canceled due to Non- 
Commencement of construction, or the building or development permit expires or is 
revoked prior to completion or occupancy.

2.	 When the right to a refund exists, the County shall send the refund to the owner of record within 
ninety (90) days after it is determined by the County that a refund is due.

3.	 Refunds shall include the pro-rata portion of interest earned while on deposit in the County's 
Impact Fee Account.
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Section 1313 - Annual Review.
1.	 The Administrator will prepare and present to the County Council an annual report that 

describes the amount of Impact Fees collected, appropriated, and spent during the preceding 
fiscal year for each Impact Fee Service Area in which Impact Fees are collected.

2.	 On at least an annual basis, the Administrator will review the Technical Report CIP and advise 
the Planning Commission whether changes are recommended. If changes are recommended, 
the Administrator will forward same to the Planning Commission for a recommendation by 
resolution to County Council. Changes to the Technical Report CIP shall be by ordinance and 
in the same manner as the approval of the original CIP, as required by the South Carolina 
Development Impact Fee Act and in conformance with this article.

3.	 The Planning Commission will review and update the Technical Report, including the associated 
Capital Improvements Plan, and this article in the same manner and on the same review cycle as 
is required for comprehensive plans, if not more frequently, by resolution to the County Council.

Section 1314 - Appeals.

1.	 RIGHT TO APPEAL
Any Person has a right to appeal a final decision made pursuant to this article, in accordance with 
this section.	

2.	 PROCEDURE.
a.	 A developer or Fee Payor may file an administrative appeal regarding any final decision of 

the Administrator or other County official or agency made pursuant to this article.
b.	 Such appeal must be filed with the County Administrator within fifteen (15) days of the 

final decision sought to be appealed, and be accompanied by a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) 
processing fee. If the appellant has not paid Impact Fees owed, no building or development 
permit will be issued, unless the appellant posts a bond or submits an irrevocable letter of 
credit for the full amount of the Impact Fees calculated by the County to be due.

c.	 The appeal shall include a full explanation of the reasons for the appeal, specifying the 
grounds therefore, and containing any documentation that the appellant desires to be 
considered, including the name and address of the appellant and their capacity to act as a 
representative or agent if they are not the owner of the property.

d.	 Within forty-five (45) days after receipt of a request for appeal, unless continued by 
agreement of the appellant and County Administrator, a hearing officer shall review the 
appellant's request, supporting documentation, and any relevant input from County staff 
and/or the County Attorney, and may hold a hearing on the appeal at a time and place of 
which the appellant has been given notice. Within thirty (30) days thereafter, the hearing 
officer shall issue a written decision on the appeal, which shall be served on all parties or 
their representatives.	

3.	 PAYMENT UNDER PROTEST.
A Fee Payor may pay an Impact Fee under protest. Payment under protest does not preclude the 
developer from filing an administrative appeal nor is the Fee Payor stopped from receiving a refund 
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of an amount considered to have been collected illegally. In lieu of paying under protest, a Fee Payor 
may post a bond or submit an irrevocable letter of credit for the amount of Impact Fees due, pending 
the outcome of an appeal.	

4.	 MEDIATION.
Upon voluntary agreement by the Fee Payor and the County, the County shall provide for mediation 
by a qualified independent party to address a disagreement related to the administration or validity 
of this article, including Impact Fees calculated by the County. Neither a request for, nor participation 
in, mediation shall preclude a Fee Payor from pursuing other remedies provided by this article or 
otherwise available by law.

Section 1315 - Termination of Fee.
1.	 Impact Fees imposed pursuant to this article shall be terminated within ten (10) years after 

the Effective Date, or when sufficient fees have been collected to fund all System Improvements 
eligible for Impact Fee funding identified in the CIP, whichever occurs first, unless the County 
Council adopts a revised Technical Report or CIP for a subsequent time period.
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article xiv. glossary

Section 1400 - Interpretation of Certain Terms or Words.
Except as specifically defined herein, all words used in this ordinance have their customary dictionary 
definitions. For the purpose of this ordinance, certain words or terms used herein are defined as 
follows: Words used in the present tense include the future tense. Words used in the singular include 
the plural, and words used [in] the plural include the singular. The word "shall" is mandatory. The word 
"lot" includes the words plot or parcel. The word "building" includes the word structure. The word 
"person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust company, or corporation as well 
as an individual. The words "used" or "occupied" as applied to any land or building shall be construed to 
include the words intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied. The words "map" or "zoning 
map" shall mean the Official Zoning Map of Horry County, South Carolina.

Section 1401 - A.

ACCESS. The right to cross public and private property, for purposes of ingress and egress. 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS. A secondary dwelling unit located on a parcel of owner-occupied land 

accessory to or within an existing principal single-family dwelling unit. 
ACCESSORY USE. A use of land or of a building, or portion thereof, which is customarily incidental and 

subordinate to the principal use of the land or building. Accessory uses must be located on the same 
lot with the principal use.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER. The local official (i.e., zoning administrator) responsible for granting 
permits as required by this ordinance.

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT. See Article IX, § 901 of the Zoning Ordinance for definitions. 
AGGREGATE PROCESSING. A business which crushes, stores and/or transfers nonmetallic minerals 

such as stone, sand, gravel, recycled concrete and asphalt. Does not include mining operations.
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT PROCESSING FOR CROPS OR ANIMALS NOT GROWN ON-SITE. An off-

site facility where crops, livestock or livestock products are brought to be processed into goods that 
are used for intermediate or final consumption including goods for nonfood use.

AIRPORT. An area of land or water which is used or intended for use for the landing and takeoff of 
aircraft, and any appurtenant areas which are used, or intended for use, for airport building or other 
airport facilities or rights-of-way, together with all airport buildings and facilities located thereon. 
This includes any airport, heliport, helistop, vertiport, glider port, seaplane base, ultralight flight 
park, manned balloon launching facility, or other aircraft landing or takeoff area.
PUBLIC USE AIRPORT. As defined by Section 503(17) of the Airport and Airway Improvement Act 
of 1982 means:

1.	 Any public airport;
2.	 Any privately owned reliever airport; and
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3.	 Any privately owned airport which is determined by the Secretary of the FAA to enplane 
annually two thousand five hundred (2,500) or more passengers and receive scheduled 
passenger service of aircraft.	  

PRIVATE USE AIRPORT. All other airports not defined as public use airport.
AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS. 

AGRICULTURAL BUILDING, FARM ANIMALS. Any stable, shelter, manure pile, pits or bins 
associated with the raising, care and handling of animals and/or livestock.
AGRICULTURAL BUILDING, NO ANIMALS. Buildings or structures used for the sole purpose of 
providing shelter for agricultural implements, farm products or other horticultural products.
AGRICULTURAL BUILDING, HORSES ONLY. Any stable, shelter, manure pile, pits or bins associated 
with the raising, care and handling of horses

ANIMAL FACILITY. Land, building or structure, which is used for the raising, care and handling of 
animals.
AVERAGE ANIMAL LIVE WEIGHT. As defined by SC DHEC R.61-43 § 50 (K) 
COMMERCIAL ANIMAL FACILITY. An animal facility that produces animals for commercial sale, 
boarding of equine and/or farm animals, rents animals or provides a service utilizing the animals for 
a fee. Does not include small or large animal production facilities, as defined below.
COMMERCIAL HORSE FACILITY. An animal facility that produces animals for commercial sale, 
boarding of equine, rents animals or provides a service utilizing the animals for a fee. Does not 
include small or large animal production facilities, as defined below.
LARGE ANIMAL PRODUCTION FACILITY. An animal facility where five hundred thousand one 
(500,001) or more pounds of normal production animal live weight are located on-site at any one 
time, or as defined by SC DHEC R.61-43 § 50 (NN)
SMALL ANIMAL PRODUCTION FACILITY. An animal facility where between ten thousand one 
(10,001) to five hundred thousand (500,000) pounds of normal production animal live weight are 
located on-site at any one time, or as defined by SC DHEC R.61-43 § 50 (HHH)
WILD GAME PROCESSING. An animal facility that processes wild game on a small scale for 
consumption.

ANIMAL SERVICES. Animal service uses can be defined as any of the following uses.
ANIMAL BOARDING. An establishment where domesticated dogs and cats owned by another 
person are temporarily boarded overnight for a fee, includes Dog Daycares.
ANIMAL GROOMING/ PET GROOMING. Brush, bathe and style hair or fur of domestic pets, usually 
dogs. Additional services may include nail trimming, ear cleaning, and maintenance of general 
appearance. Typically occurs in kennels, veterinary clinics, animal shelters and pet supply stores. 
Can take place at a salon or as a house call. May operate with/without the sale of supplies.
ANIMAL HOSPITAL/ VETERINARY OFFICES.	

ANIMAL HOSPITAL. Any establishment offering veterinary services. Animal hospitals can treat 
all types of animals and can include outdoor and overnight boarding of animals.	

VET CLINIC. A building used primarily for the treatment, by a veterinarian, of small domestic 
animals such as dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, or fowl. No outdoor boarding of animals is 
permitted.
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DOG TRAINING. Non-residential facility offering classes or one-on-one coaching for 
compensation.

APARTMENT. A part of a building consisting of a room or rooms intended, designed, or used as a 
dwelling by an individual or a single family.

AQUA FARM. A managed body of fresh or salt water used for cultivating or rearing aquatic plants or 
animals. 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY. Housing for the frail who require limited supportive services for 
their daily living activities. Such facility typically requires residents to be mobile and capable of 
performing most routine tasks. 

AUDITORIUMS/ THEATRES. A building or structure designed or intended for use for the gathering of 
people as an audience to hear music, lectures, plays, and other presentations.	
THEATER, MOVIE. A structure that contains audience seating, one or more screens and 
auditoriums, and a lobby and refreshment stand.

AUTOMOBILE STORAGE. The storage of vehicles including, but not limited to: cars, recreational 
vehicles, motorcycles, and boats that are inoperable condition or awaiting major repairs. This does 
not include the storage of wrecked, junked or salvaged vehicles.	
LICENSED AUTOMOBILE STORAGE. The storage of vehicles is limited to vehicles which have been 
titled and registered by a governing authority.

AUTOMOBILE WRECKING, JUNK, AND SALVAGE YARDS. Any land or structure used for a salvaging 
operation, including but not limited to the storage and sale of wastepaper, rags, scrap metal, 
discarded materials, consumer goods, equipment, and the collection, dismantlement, storage, 
and salvage of ten (10) or more unlicensed or inoperative vehicles or a place where junk, waste, 
discarded, or salvaged materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, 
or handled. This definition includes automobile wrecking yards, house wrecking, and structural 
steel materials and equipment, but does not include the purchase or storage [of] used furniture and 
furniture and household equipment, used cars in operable condition, used or salvaged materials as 
part of manufacturing operations.

Section 1402 - B.

BAIT AND TACKLE SHOP. A retail store where items such as fishing tackle, gear and rods are sold. 
BANKS/SAVINGS AND LOANS. Any building wherein the primary occupation is concerned with such 

federal or state-regulated businesses as banking, savings and loans, loan companies, and investment 
companies.

BARBER/ BEAUTY SHOP/ SALON/ STYLIST/ HAIR DRESSERS. Any establishment where 
cosmetology services are provided including hair care, nail care, and skin care on a regular basis for 
compensation.

BATCH PLANT, ASPHALT/CONCRETE. A facility or temporary facility engaged in the mixing, batching, 
crushing and processing of aggregates used in the production, demolition or recycling of asphalt 
and/or concrete products.

BATTING CAGE. A commercial establishment for batting practice that is enclosed by fencing or netting. 
BEER, WINE AND SPIRIT PRODUCTION. A facility used to process raw materials to finished product, 

and to age, bottle, and store said products
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BED AND BREAKFAST. Bed and breakfast means a residential-type lodging facility having no more 
than ten guestrooms where transient guests are fed and lodged for pay. This does not apply to other 
types of transient accommodations, such as hotels, motels, motor inns, resorts, rooming houses, 
boarding houses, hunting lodges, or campgrounds. SC Code § 45-4-20

BOARDING OR ROOMING HOUSES. An establishment with lodging provided with or without meals 
for compensation for six (6) or more, but not exceeding sixteen (16), persons. Total number of 
bedrooms shall not exceed eight (8), with no more than two (2) occupants per room. The occupants 
must not have separate cooking facilities provided for any boarder. No separate exterior doorways 
for individual boarding rooms shall be permitted. "Boarding or rooming house" shall not include 
similar uses such as bed and breakfast, hotels or motels, healthcare facilities, group homes, halfway 
houses, hospitals, rehabilitation facilities or rescue missions.

BOAT CONSTRUCTION. The design and construction of boats and their systems. 
BOAT SALES/RENTAL. Premises on which new or used boats and/or watercrafts in operating 

condition are displayed in the open for sale or rental. 
BOAT SERVICE. Establishments primarily engaged in the provision of boat repair services, or the 

installment of additional parts or accessories to a boat. Such establishments can engage in the 
repair of other watercrafts, but may not engage in the repair of any other types of vehicles.

BOAT STORAGE. The storage of boats and/ or watercrafts that are operable condition. This does not 
include the storage of wrecked, junked or salvaged boats.

BUILDING. Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for the shelter, 
housing, or enclosure of persons, animals, or chattel.	
PRINCIPAL BUILDING. A building in which is conducted the main or principal use of the lot on 
which said building is located. The connection of two (2) buildings by means of an open porch, 
breezeway carport, or other such open structure, with or without a roof, shall not make them one 
(1) building. (See § 405.)
ACCESSORY BUILDING. A building customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal building 
and located on the same lot with such building.

BUILDING HEIGHT. The vertical distance measured from the mean elevation of the finished grade at 
the front of a building or structure to the mid-point between the eaves and the highest point of the 
roof. Except that within special flood hazard areas height shall be measured from the base flood 
elevation, plus up to 3 feet of elevation to accommodate provisions for flood hazard reduction as 
specified in Chapter 9 of the Horry County Code of Ordinances.

BUILDING SETBACK LINE. A line delineating the minimum allowable distance between the property 
line or shared private driveway easement and a building on a lot. No building or other structure 
shall be placed in such area, except as otherwise provided in these regulations.

BUS DEPOT. A place where buses are housed and maintained and from which they are dispatched for 
service.

Section 1403 - C.

CAMPGROUND. A parcel of land upon which three (3) or more camping sites are located, established, 
or maintained for temporary occupancy by primitive use, travel trailer, recreational vehicle, park 
model or permanent structure. Uses where recreational vehicles are offered for sale or lease, or are 



Article xiv
glossary

299

Horry CountY
Zoning Ordinance

stored, are not included.
CARPORT. A structure used for the storage of vehicles and having no enclosure other than its roof and 

such necessary support as will present the minimum obstruction of light, air, and view.
CAR WASH. A structure for washing and cleaning of passenger vehicles, recreational vehicles, or other 

light duty equipment.
CASINO BOAT. Includes all cruise vessels offering cruises of less than twenty-four (24) hours in 

duration with gambling or gaming, docking at facilities within Horry County to load and unload 
passengers.

CEMETERIES/MAUSOLEUM. Land or structures dedicated for the internment of human or animal 
remains. 

C&D TRANSFER STATION. A site where construction materials and debris are collected and sorted in 
preparation for processing or landfill.

CIVIC, FRATERNAL, AND SOCIAL ASSOCIATIONS. Buildings and facilities owned or operated by an 
association or persons for a social or recreational purpose, but not operated primarily for profit or 
to render a service which is customarily carried on as a business.

COMMERCIAL CENTER. A group of three (3) or more commercial establishments within the same 
structure, which may include retail, trade shops, personal storage units, restaurants, etc., planned, 
developed, and/or managed as a unit with off-street parking provided on the property. All uses must 
be either permitted or conditional within the zoning district.

COMMERCIAL MARINA. Provide boat slips on a rental basis in addition to some or all of the following 
accessory activities: sale of fuel, tackle, convenience store for the sale of merchandise associated 
with boating activities, repair, sale and/or trade boats, motors, and trailers but not as a principal 
activity (no retail showroom sales), restaurants, offices associated with the marina operation, site 
seeing and dinner cruise boats.

COMMERCIAL PARKING LOT/GARAGE. An off-street facility including parking spaces along with 
adequate provisions for drives and aisles for maneuvering and gaining ingress and egress. The 
requirements for off-street parking are contained in the Parking Standards of Horry County.

COMMERCIAL PIER. A platform that is supported by piles or pillars and that extends over the Atlantic 
Ocean and is operated for commercial purposes. Such use may have additional commercial uses 
located on it, including, but not limited to: retail, restaurants and arcades.

COMMUNITY/PERSONAL SERVICES. Establishments providing non-medical services to individuals 
including accessory retail sales of products related to the services provided. This use includes, but 
is not limited to, the following: Building cleaning/ maintenance service, carpet/ upholstery cleaning 
service, commercial art/ photography service, dressmaker/seamstress/tailor.

CONDITIONAL USE. A use permitted in a particular zoning district only upon demonstration that such 
use in a specific location will comply with all of the conditions and standards for location and/or 
operation of such use as specified in the zoning ordinance.

CONDOMINIUM. A building, or group of buildings, in which units are owned individually, and the 
structure, common areas, and facilities are owned by all the owners on a proportional, undivided 
basis. A full legal interpretation can be found in the 1976 South Carolina Code, section 27-31-10 et 
seq.

CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY (CCRC). Cluster of a variety of housing options to 
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meet the spectrum of needs and interests ranging from residential dwellings (single family through 
multi-family) through assisted living, often including on- premises skilled nursing facilities. CCRC’s 
primary feature is the provision of “lifetime” supportive services from independence through end of 
life or some portion thereof. A master plan is required to consider these combination of uses a CCRC.

COUNSELING FACILITIES THAT DISTRIBUTE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION ON SITE.	  
MENTAL HEALTH FACILITY/ PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL. A facility, institution, unit, or ward 
for diagnosing, treating, caring for, or counseling people requiring mental health services in 
confinement.

CORNER LOT. A lot adjacent to the intersection of two (2) or more streets or a lot abutting a curved 
street shall be considered a corner lot if straight lines drawn from the foremost point of the side 
lot lines to the foremost point of the lot (or an extension of the lot where it has been rounded by a 
street or road radius) intersect at an angle of less than one hundred thirty-five degrees (135º). In 
the case of a corner lot with curved street frontage, the corner is that point on the street lot line 
nearest to the point of intersection of the tangents described above. A tangent is a straight line 
extended from the outer edges of a curve which intersect to form a corner.

CROP PRODUCTION.	  
COMMERCIAL CROP PRODUCTION. Commercial agricultural field and orchard uses including 
production of: field crops, flowers and seeds, fruits, grains, melons, ornamental crops, tree nuts, 
trees and sod, vegetables. Also includes associated crop preparation services and harvesting 
activities, such as mechanical soil preparation, irrigation system construction, spraying, crop 
processing, and sales in the field not involving a permanent structure.	  
NON-COMMERCIAL CROP PRODUCTION. The production of: crops, flowers and seeds, fruits, 
grains, melons, ornamental crops, tree nuts, trees and sod, and vegetables for personal enjoyment. 
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This use is allowed in all zoning districts.

Section 1404 - D.

DAY/CHILD CARE FACILITY. A child care facility [or day-care center] shall mean and include any 
agency, institution, center, home, child nursery school, play school, or other place, however styled 
and whether operated under public auspices, or as a private business, in which one (1) or more 
children not related to child care family or staff of facility are received for temporary custodial 
care apart from the parents, part of the day or all day or part of the night, and upon any number of 
successive days.
The term shall not include any kindergarten or school which has as its primary function educational 
instruction and which operates under the supervision of a State Board of Education or a County 
Board of Education, has a qualified teacher, and/or operates less than four (4) hours per day.

DENSITY.
DENSITY, GROSS. The number of dwelling units divided by the total project area.	
DENSITY, NET. The total number of dwelling units divided by the buildable acreage. Buildable 
acreage being that portion of a tract or parcel of land which can be developed, not including existing 
platted rights-of-ways and utility easements, natural water bodies (streams/lakes), and wetlands 
under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers unless such wetlands are to be filled upon 
issuance of a “fill” permit. Wetland buffers may be included in the developable acreage, but may not 
be encroached upon unless specified by a permit and approved development plan.

DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. Single use retail establishments which exceed one 
hundred thousand (100,000) square feet and/or all commercial and office developments in which 
the gross floor area of combined buildings within a unified master plan exceeds five hundred 
thousand (500,000) square feet.

DISTRICT. Any section or sections of Horry County, South Carolina, for which the regulations governing 
the use of land and the use and density, bulk, height, and coverage of buildings and other structures 
are uniform.

DWELLING UNIT. A room or suite of two (2) or more rooms that is designed for and not occupied by 
more than one (1) family doing its own cooking therein and having only one (1) kitchen facility, 
located within a building.

DWELLING,  SINGLE-FAMILY: A building designed, constructed, and used for one (1) dwelling unit.
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DWELLING, PATIO HOME: A single-family dwelling on an individual lot with open yard setbacks 
usually on three (3) sides. These are a type of zero lot line dwellings.

DWELLING, DUPLEX: A building used for two (2) dwelling units that are connected by a common wall.

DWELLING, SEMI-DETACHED: A dwelling attached to one (1) other dwelling by a common vertical 
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wall, and each dwelling located on an individual lot.

DWELLING, TOWNHOUSE: A single-family dwelling in a row of at least three (3) and no more than 
eight (8) such units in which each unit has its own front and rear access to the outside, no unit is 
located over another unit, each unit is separated from any other unit by one (1) or more common 
fire-resistant walls, and each unit is serviced by separate utilities. These units may be subdivided on 
fee simple lots. Where units are subdivided, an easement shall be provided to allow utilities to cross 
parcel lines to provide service to attached units.
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DWELLING, QUADRUPLEX: A multiplex containing four (4) attached dwellings in one (1) structure. 
Each unit has two (2) open space exposures and shares one (1) or two (2) walls with adjoining 
unit(s).

DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY: A building used for more than two (2) vertically stacked dwelling units, 
with each dwelling unit having a common wall with any other dwelling unit.

Section 1405 - E.

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES. A public or private institution that provides educational instruction to 
students.
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY. A school offering instruction at the 
elementary, junior, and/or senior high school levels in the branches of learning and study required 
to be taught in the school.
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, POST-SECONDARY. An institution other than a trade school that 
provides full-time or part-time education beyond high school.
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, SPECIALTY. A school established to provide for the teaching of 
industrial, clerical, managerial, vocational or artistic skills. This definition applies to schools that are 
owned and operated privately for profit and that do not offer a complete educational curriculum. 
This use includes dance, gymnastics and karate establishments

Section 1406 - F.

FAMILY. An individual, or two (2) or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption, living 
together as a single household unit, or a group of not more than five (5) persons not related by 
blood, marriage, or adoption, living together as a single household unit

FAMILY FUN PARK. An event open to the public which includes rides, play areas and concessions. Said 
parks shall be limited to twelve (12) rides. The majority of rides shall be sized to accommodate 
children.

FIREARM TRAINING AND SPORTS FACILITIES. Commercial or public facilities designed and 
specifically designated for training, safe shooting practice and competition with firearms, whether 
open to the public, open only to private membership, open to organization training such as law 
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enforcement, or any combination thereof
FITNESS CENTERS AND HEALTH SPAS. A heath, recreational, and social facility geared towards 

exercise, sports, and other physical wellness activities.
FLOOR AREA RATIO. The gross floor area of all buildings on a lot divided by the lot area. Fraternity/

sorority house. Any building used as a dwelling occupied by and maintained exclusively or primarily 
for college, university, or professional school students who are affiliated with a social, honorary, or 
professional organization recognized currently or in the past by a college, university, or professional 
school; and used for congregational purpose by that organization.

FOOD VENDING.
MOBILE FOOD VENDOR: Means any person selling food from a mobile unit. 
MOBILE FOOD UNIT: Means a self-contained, vehicle-mounted food service unit that returns daily 
to its base of operations as approved by DHEC and is used for either the preparation or the sale of 
food products, or both. This does not include mopeds.
FOOD TRAILER: Means an enclosed attached or detached trailer that is equipped with facilities for 
preparing, cooking, and selling various types of food products.
FOOD TRUCK: Means an enclosed motor vehicle equipped with facilities for preparing, cooking, and 
selling various types of food products.
ICE CREAM TRUCK: Means motor vehicle containing a freezer and from which a vendor sells 
frozen prepackaged food products such as ice cream, frozen yogurt, frozen custard, flavored frozen 
water, etc. Sale of coffee and other non-alcoholic beverages are allowed so long as they meet DHEC 
exemption requirements.
MOBILE FOOD PUSHCART: Means any portable vending device, pushcart or other wheeled vehicle 
or device which may be moved without the assistance of a motor and which is not required to be 
licensed and registered by the department of motor vehicles, used for the displaying, storing or 
transporting of articles offered for sale by a vendor, and which does not exceed four feet in width, six 
feet in  length, and five feet in height, excluding canopy or cover.	  
PREPACKAGED FOOD TRUCK: Means an enclosed motor vehicle equipped to sell various types of 
prepackaged food products. 
SNOW CONE/ICE TRUCK: Means motor vehicle containing a freezer and from which a vendor sells 
prepared frozen food products such as flavored ice, etc.

FUNERAL HOME, CREMATORY & MORTUARY. A structure designed specifically for the purpose of 
conducting the ritual ceremonies held in connection with the burial of the dead.	
CREMATORY/CREMATORIUM. A facility containing a furnace which is designed and licensed 
for cremation of human or animal remains. Commonly an accessory use at a funeral chapel or 
mortuary.	 
MORTUARY. A place where dead bodies are prepared or kept for identification prior to arrangement 
for burial.

Section 1407 - G.

GAME MACHINES. Machines of the payout type, or an in-line pin game, or a video game with free-play 
features operated by a slot wherein is deposited any coin or thing of value (except machines of the 
non-payout pin table type with levers or "flippers" operated by the player by which the course of the 
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ball can be altered or changed).
GOLF, AMUSEMENT.	  

DRIVING RANGE. An area on which golf players drive golf balls from a central driving tee, such area 
to include the driving tee and other incidental activities pertaining to this activity.	  
MINIATURE GOLF. A novelty version of golf played with a putter and a golf ball on a miniature 
course, typically with artificial playing surfaces, and including obstacles such as bridges and tunnels.

GOLF COURSE. A tract of land for playing golf and which may include accessory and subordinate uses 
such as clubhouses, snack bars, golf merchandise, sales and maintenance buildings. Par three and 
executive courses are included.

GAS STATION. A lot, building or structure used for the retail sale of motorized vehicle fuels. A 
convenience store and automatic merchandising machines may be part of the retail operation.

GO-CARTS & BUMPER CARS. A small car made to be driven around. 
GROCERY STORE. A retail store where most of the floor area is devoted to the sale of food products 

for home preparation and consumption, which typically also offer other home care and personal 
care products and which are substantially larger and carry a broader range of merchandise than 
convenience stores.

GROUP HOUSING. A group of two (2) or more one-family, two-family, or multiple dwellings occupying a 
lot in one (1) ownership and having common yards, parking, or other facilities.	
PERMANENT OVERNIGHT RESIDENT GROUP CARE HOMES. A facility or dwelling unit housing 
persons unrelated by blood or marriage and operating as a group family household. A Group Care 
Home may include half-way houses; recovery homes; and homes for orphans, foster children, the 
elderly, battered children and women. It could also include a specialized treatment facility providing 
less than primary health care.	  
GROUP FAMILY HOUSEHOLD. A group of individuals not related by blood, marriage, adoption 
or guardianship living together in a dwelling unit as a single housekeeping unit under a common 
housekeeping management plan based on an intentionally structured relationship providing 
organization and stability.

Section 1408 - H.

HARDWARE STORE. A retail store where items such as plumbing, heating, electrical and lawn/garden 
supplies, sporting goods, paints, feed and grain, tools and household appliances are sold. Such use 
could include: Feed and Grain Stores, home improvement stores, with outdoor display and storage. 
This use does not include a Bulk Landscape Material Supplier.

HEALTH CARE FACILITY. Any facility, place, or building maintained and operated to provide medical 
care.	
EMERGENCY MEDICAL CENTERS, FREESTANDING.  A facility that is structurally separate and 
distinct from a hospital and provides emergency care.  
HOSPITAL. A health care institution providing emergency, in-patient and/or out-patient treatment 
with specialized medical and nursing staff and medical equipment.

HELIPORT/HELIPAD. Is an area of land, water, or structure, either at ground level or elevated on a 
structure, that is used for the landing and take-off of one (1) or more helicopters, which may or may 
not contain all or part of such auxiliary facilities as parking, waiting rooms, administrative offices, 
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hangars, fueling, passenger loading, cargo loading, and maintenance areas.
HIGH BULK RETAIL. Those retail establishments selling primarily one-stop items usually high bulk 

and very often more expensive items than those found in general retail establishments, including 
stores selling major household appliances, floor coverings and furniture. This use includes, but is not 
limited to, the following: Appliance store, carpet or flooring store, equipment store, home furniture, 
furnishing and equipment stores, lumber/ building material supply store, and pool sales.

HOME OCCUPATIONS. A home occupation is a business conducted entirely within a residential 
dwelling and/or fully enclosed attached or detached structure that is an accessory use/structure to 
the residential dwelling. The business use must be owned and operated by the resident owner and/
or occupant.

HORTICULTURE FARM. The use of land for the growing or production for income of fruits, vegetables, 
flowers, nursery stock, including ornamental plants and trees, and cultured sod.

HOTEL/MOTEL/CONVENTION CENTER WITH LODGING. An establishment providing, for a fee, 
sleeping accommodations and customary lodging services. Related ancillary uses may include but 
shall not be limited to conference and meeting rooms, restaurants, bars, and recreational facilities.

Section 1409 - I.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE RATIO. This ratio is calculated by dividing the area of impervious surface by 
the gross site area. 

IN-COMMON DEVELOPMENT. A development where any mix of single-family houses, multifamily, 
duplexes, quadruplexes and townhomes are located on commonly owned property and ownership 
of the land is held collectively by all owners of the dwelling units and governed by a property regime.

INDOOR AMUSEMENT. The provision of entertainment or games of skill to the general public for a fee 
where the activity takes place inside of a building, including, but not limited to: Billiard Hall, Bowling 
alley, Game Room, Aquarium (Indoor), Indoor shooting range, Indoor paintball range, Museum & 
Gallery, Skating rink, Video game arcade.

Section 1410 - J.

JUNKYARDS. See automotive wrecking, junk, and salvage yards.

Section 1411 - K.

RESERVED

Section 1412 - L.

LANDFILL. A lot or part thereof used primarily for the disposal by abandonment, dumping, burial, 
burning, or other means and for whatever purpose, of garbage, sewage, trash, refuse, junk, discarded 
machinery, vehicles or parts thereof, or nontoxic waste material of any kind.

LANDSCAPE BUSINESSES	  
BULK LANDSCAPE MATERIAL SUPPLIER. An establishment which engages in the sales of 
bulk landscape materials. Including, but not limited to: mulch, stone, gravel, straw, etc. Such 
establishments usually have outside displays and/ or outdoor storage.
LAWN/GARDEN NURSERIES. A retail establishment which engages in the handling of any article, 
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substance or commodity related to the planting, maintenance or harvesting of garden plants, 
shrubs, trees, packaged fertilizers, soils, chemicals, or other nursery goods and related products in 
small quantities to the consumer.

LAUNDRY FACILITY, RETAIL. A facility to wash, dry, or dry clean clothing in machines that are self-
operated by customers on the premises.
DRY CLEANERS STORE. A facility to launder or dry clean articles dropped off on the premises 
directly by the customer or where articles are dropped off, sorted, and picked up but where 
laundering or cleaning is done elsewhere.
LINEN SUPPLY AND INDUSTRIAL LAUNDERER. A facility or establishment that supplies and/
or launders linen of commercial businesses including but not limited to restaurants, hotels, and 
hospitals.

LIVESTOCK/AGRICULTURAL AUCTION FACILITY. A place of business where the public may consign 
livestock or agriculture for sale by auction. 

LOADING SPACE. A space within the main building or on the same lot therewith, providing for the 
standing, loading, or unloading of a vehicle. 

LOT. A parcel of land which fronts on a street and which is occupied or intended to be occupied by a 
building or use with customary accessories and open space.
LOT AREA: The total surface area of land included within the lot lines. 
LOT COVERAGE, BUILDING: The horizontal area measured within the perimeter of the exterior 
walls of the floor most protruding toward the property lines of all principal and accessory buildings 
on a lot. This does not include covered patios or decks.
LOT DEPTH: The average distance from the street line of the lot to its rear line, measured in the 
direction of the side lines of the lot.
LOT LINES: The boundary dividing a given lot from the street, a shared private driveway easement, 
an alley or adjacent lots.
LOT WIDTH: The width of a lot at the Front building setback line measured at right angles to its 
depth. 
LOT OF RECORD: A lot, the boundaries of which are filed as a legal record.
LOT FRONTAGE: The distance for which the boundary lines of the lot and the street right-of-way or 
shared private driveway easement are coincident.

LP GAS DEALER. The retail sale of liquefied petroleum gas tanks less than 1000 gallons.

Section 1413 - M.

MANUFACTURED HOME OR MOBILE HOME. A structure, transportable in one (1) or more sections, 
which, in the travel mode, is eight (8) body feet or more in width, or forty (40) body feet or more 
in length, or when erected on site, is three hundred twenty (320) or more square feet, and which is 
built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent 
foundation when connected to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air 
conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein; except that such term shall include any 
structure which meets all the requirements of this paragraph except the size requirements and 
with respect to which the manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the secretary 
(of HUD) and complies with the standards established under Title 31 of the Code of Laws of South 
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Carolina, 1976, as amended.
MANUFACTURED HOME PARK. Any plot of ground upon which five (5) or more manufactured 

home dwelling units are located or intended to be located (does not include sites for unoccupied 
manufactured homes which are on display for sales.)

MANUFACTURING, HEAVY. The mechanical or chemical transformation of materials or substances into 
new products, including the assembling of component parts, the manufacturing of products, and 
the blending of materials. Unlike other manufacturing this use involves extensive manufacturing, 
processing, or assembly operations which may produce injurious or obnoxious noise, vibration, 
smoke, gas, fumes, odor, dust, fire hazard, or other objectionable conditions. This use includes, 
but is not limited to, the following: Rubber and rubber product manufacturer, textile mill/ textile 
manufacturer, general grinding operations, Chemical and allied product manufacturer. This use does 
not include asphalt and concrete batch plant. 

(Ord. No. 128-2022, §17, 11-15-2022) 
(Ord. No. 28-2025, §14, 4-15-2025)
MANUFACTURING, LIGHT. The production of small goods that will be sold to the people who use them 

rather than to another manufacturer. This use includes but is not limited to the following: Apparel & 
other finished product manufacturer, fabricated metal products (except machinery & transportation 
equipment), food/ beverage manufacturing and processing.

MANUFACTURING, MEDIUM. The mechanical or chemical transformation of materials or substances 
into new products, including the assembling of component parts, the manufacturing of products, 
and the blending of materials. This use includes, but is not limited to, the following: industrial & 
commercial machinery manufacturer, paper & allied product manufacturer, stone, clay & glass 
manufacturer (does not include extraction operations), transportation & transportation equipment 
manufacturer.

MANUFACTURING OF PRECISION INSTRUMENTS. The use of machine tools produce precision metal 
parts or electronic components. Although they may produce large quantities of one part, precision 
machinists often produce small batches or one – of – a – kind items.

MEDICAL OFFICES / CLINICS. An office or clinic for the private practice of health care professionals 
licensed by the State of South Carolina. The majority of patient encounters in the office or clinic 
involve examination, diagnosis, or treatment. This definition excludes any facilities that have been 
more specifically defined in this Ordinance. This use includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
blood bank, donor center and plasmapheresis center, dialysis center, medical & dental office/clinic/
lab (except Outpatient treatment clinic for alcoholism and drug addiction), outpatient treatment 
surgery facility.

MINING. An area of land upon which operations to extract valuable mineral deposits or other materials 
typically, but not limited to, clay or sand—have been conducted, are being conducted, or are planned 
to be conducted.

MINI-WAREHOUSE. A building or group of buildings consisting of at least four (4) individual, self-
contained units leased to individuals, organizations or businesses for self-service storage of personal 
property. These units are not designed to be occupied for individual business needs. Outside storage 
is an accessory use, unless otherwise restricted by this ordinance.

MIXED INDUSTRIAL USE. Multiple industrial, retail, commercial and service uses and/ or buildings on 
a single parcel of land. All uses must be either permitted or conditional within the district.
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MODULAR UNIT. A building including the necessary electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating, and 
other service systems, manufactured off-site and transported to the point of use for installation or 
erection, with or without other specified components, as a finished building and not designed for 
ready removal to another site. This term is not to be limited to residential dwellings. All modular 
building units must meet all provisions of Title 23, S.C. Code of 1976, as amended, and be certified 
by the South Carolina Building Codes Council.

MOTION PICTURE AND ALLIED PRODUCTIONS. Production facility, multimedia: Land, buildings, or 
structures used as a media production facility. Typically structures involved with the production 
of motion pictures, radio and television shows or movies, recording or broadcasting facilities, and 
other motion picture production and distribution services offices.

MOTOR FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION AND WAREHOUSING. Facilities characterized by extensive 
warehousing, frequent heavy trucking activity, outdoor storage of material, or nuisances such as 
dust, noise, and odors, but not involving manufacturing or production.

MULTIPLE DWELLING UNITS ON ONE PARCEL. A parcel of land which allows more than one dwelling 
unit on the property if all applicable conditions are met. This use does not include an accessory 
dwelling unit.

Section 1414 - N.

NET AREA. Gross parcel area minus public dedications—streets, etc.
NON-COMMERCIAL PERSONAL USE BUILDING. An owner-occupied structure permitted on a vacant 

parcel of land for personal use purposes only. This use may include kitchen facilities.
NONCONFORMING USE. Any structure or land lawfully occupied by a use that does not conform, upon 

and after the effective date of this ordinance to the regulations of the district in which it is located.
NON-PROFIT AND/OR RELIGIOUS SPIRITUAL CENTERS AND/OR RETREATS. Premises and facilities 

used occasionally or periodically for the accommodation of members of groups or associations for 
outdoor recreational activities.

Section 1415 - O.

OFFICES. Administrative, executive, professional, research or similar organizations, and laboratories 
having only limited contact with public, provided that no merchandise or merchandising services 
are sold on the premises, except such that are incidental or accessory. This use includes, but is 
not limited to, the following: administrative, business, general purpose, professional, research/ 
development businesses, centers and facilities. This does not include medical offices/clinics.

OUTDOOR AMUSEMENT. The provision of entertainment or games of skill to the general public 
for a fee where the activity takes place outside of a building, this use includes, but is not limited 
to: Amphitheater & Drive-in theater, Aquarium (Outdoor), Theater/auditorium with animals 
entertainment & outside grazing, waterpark, water-related show & commercial pool.

OUTDOOR DISPLAY. An outdoor arrangement of objects, items, products, or other materials, typically 
not in a fixed position and capable of rearrangement, designed and used for the purpose of 
advertising or identifying a business, product, or service.

OUTDOOR SALES. Land used for the purpose of selling and/or rental of new, or used materials or 
equipment. 
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OUTDOOR STORAGE. Land used for the storage of new, or used materials or equipment that does not 
require a structure on-site.

OUTPATIENT TREATMENT CLINIC FOR ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ADDICTION. An establishment 
primarily engaged in outpatient care of a specialized nature, to wit, the treatment of alcoholism and 
drug addiction, with permanent facilities and with medical staff to provide diagnosis, treatment, or 
both for patients who are ambulatory and do not require inpatient care.

Section 1416 - P.

PAINTBALL FACILITY. An indoor or outdoor facility where people engage in the recreational activity of 
shooting paintball guns. 

PARKS. A noncommercial, not-for profit facility designed to serve the recreation needs of the residents 
of the community. Such facilities include subdivision recreation facilities (neighborhood parks), 
and community parks. Such facilities shall be limited to, school and religious institution ballfields, 
football fields, and soccer fields, if they meet the above definition. Commercial amusement and 
sports facilities shall not be considered parks. Parks are allowed in all zoning districts.

PERVIOUS SURFACE. Any material which permits full or partial absorption of storm water into 
previously unimproved land. 

PETROLEUM & PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION). The wholesale and 
distribution of petroleum and petroleum products.

PRODUCE STANDS. A stand, shelter or vehicle used for the retail sale of seasonal agricultural produce 
and products (i.e. honey), local shellfish, and ice.

PUBLIC USES. Public parks, schools, administrative, cultural and service buildings or uses 
PUBLIC UTILITIES. Includes every corporation and person delivering natural gas distributed or 

transported by pipe, and every corporation and person furnishing or supplying in any manner 
heat (other than by means of electricity), water, sewerage collection, sewerage disposal, and street 
railway service, or any of them, to the public, or any portion thereof, for compensation; provided, 
however, that a corporation or person furnishing, supplying, marketing, and/or selling natural gas 
at the retail level for use as a fuel in self- propelled vehicles is not a public utility by virtue of the 
furnishing, supplying, marketing, and/or selling of natural gas and a corporation or person whose 
only purpose is the furnishing, supplying, marketing, and/or selling of treated effluent for irrigation 
purposes is not a public utility by virtue of the furnishing, supplying, marketing, and/or selling of 
treated effluent if the effluent is not permitted for consumption by a reg ulatory agency. SC Code § 
58-5-10	  
ELECTRICAL UTILITY. Includes municipalities to the extent of their business, property, rates, 
transactions, and operations without the corporate limits of the municipality, persons and 
corporations, their lessees, assignees, trustees, receivers, or other successors in interest owning or 
operating in this State equipment or facilities for generating, transmitting, delivering, or furnishing 
electricity for street, railway, or other public uses or for the production of light, heat, or power to 
or for the public for compensation; but it shall not include an electric cooperative or a consolidated 
political subdivision and shall not include a person, corporation, or municipality furnishing 
electricity only to himself or itself, their residents, employees, or tenants when such current is not 
resold or used by others. SC Code§ 58-27-10	  
EQUIPMENT COMPOUND. The fenced area designated for principal equipment and all associated 
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structures necessary for the safe operation of a utility.	  
FENCE. An eighty (80) percent or greater opaque fence or wall measuring at least six (6) feet in 
height.	
PUBLIC OR ANY PORTION THEREOF. Means the public generally, or any limited portion of the 
public, including a person, private corporation, municipality, or any political subdivision of the 
State for which the service is performed or to which the commodity is delivered and whenever such 
corporation or person performs a service or delivers a commodity to the public, or any portion 
thereof, for which compensation is required such corporation or person is hereby declared to be a 
public utility subject to the jurisdiction and regulation of the Public Service Commission, the Office 
of Regulatory Staff, and SC Code § 58-5 Articles 1, 3, and 5 to the extent of its activities within the 
State. SC Code § 58-5-10	  
TELEPHONE UTILITY. Includes persons and corporations, their lessees, assignees, trustees, 
receivers or other successors in interest owning or operating in this State equipment or facilities 
for the transmission of intelligence by telephone for hire, including all things incident thereto and 
related to the operation of telephones. SC Code § 58-9-10

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD). An area of a minimum contiguous size, as specified by this 
ordinance, to be planned and developed as a single entity containing one (1) or more residential 
clusters or planned unit residential developments, and one (1) or more public, quasi-public, 
commercial or industrial areas.

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PDD). A development project comprised of housing of 
different types and densities and of compatible commercial uses, or shopping centers, office parks, 
and mixed-use developments. A planned development district is established by rezoning prior to 
development and is characterized by a unified site design for a mixed use development.

Section 1417 - Q.

RESERVED

Section 1418 - R.

RACING MOTOR SPORTS. A facility consisting of a paved roadway used primarily for the sport of 
automobile racing. A racetrack may include seating, concession areas, suites, and parking facilities.

RADIO/TV BROADCASTING. Broadcasting studio: An establishment containing one or more studies 
for over-the-air cable or satellite delivery of radio or television programs, or studios for the audio or 
video recording or filming of musical performances, radio or television programs or motion pictures

RAILROAD DEPOT. A terminal where trains load or unload passengers or goods. 
RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT. Shall mean one of the following:	

CAMPING TRAILER. A vehicular, portable unit mounted on wheels and constructed with collapsible 
partial side walls which fold for towing by another vehicle, and unfolded at the site to provide 
temporary living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use.	  
TRUCK CAMPER. A truck equipped with a portable unit, designed to be loaded onto, or affixed 
to, the bed or chassis of the truck and constructed to provide temporary living quarters for 
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recreational, camping or travel use.
MOTOR HOME. A vehicular unit which is:

a.	 Built on a single chassis;
b.	 Four hundred (400) square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection;
c.	 Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck; and
d.	 Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for 

recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.
OFF-ROAD VEHICLE. A motorized vehicle designed and intended solely for recreational activities 
and not as a means of transportation on public streets.
PARK MODEL. A unique trailer-type RV that is designed to provide temporary accommodation for 
recreation, camping or seasonal use
TRAVEL TRAILER, INCLUDING FIFTH-WHEEL TRAVEL TRAILER. A vehicular, portable unit 
mounted on wheels, of such a size or weight as not to require special highway movement permits 
when drawn by a motorized vehicle. It is primarily designed and constructed to provide temporary 
living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use. It has a body width of no more than eight and 
one-half (8½) feet and an overall body length of no more than forty (40) feet when factory-equipped 
for the road.

RECYCLING FACILITIES. A building or an area where the primary activity is the separation of materials 
prior to shipment for remanufacture into new materials. This shall not include junkyards or 
wrecking yards.

REPAIR SERVICES. Establishments primarily engaged in the provision of repair services to individuals 
and households, rather than businesses, but excluding automotive and equipment repair use types. 
Such use includes, but is not limited to: bicycle repair and sales shops, repair shops for household, 
personal and professional goods, computer repair and sales shops, appliance, radio, television 
repair shops, shoe repair shops, light mechanical repair stores – watch, camera, bicycle, TV, gun, 
repair shops for business machines, clocks/watches, computers, furniture refinishing/ upholstering, 
household equipment, jewelry, radio/televisions, refrigeration/air conditioning systems, and shoes.

RESTAURANT. A commercial enterprise whose primary function is the preparation and serving of 
foods. Outdoor cafes and delicatessens are to be considered as restaurants. A restaurant can also 
be considered a bar when alcoholic beverages are served to be consumed on-premises and such 
establishment has an alcoholic beverage license to sell beer, wine or liquor.
BAR. A building, room or place that serves alcoholic beverages for consumption on-premises. Such 
establishment must possess a South Carolina Alcoholic Beverage License to sell beer, wine or liquor.

RETAIL. The selling of goods, wares, or merchandise directly to the ultimate consumer. All retail sales 
must be conducted within an approved permanent building. This uses includes, but is not limited to, 
the following: ABC and liquor stores, antique store, apparel/clothing/accessory store, auto parts/
accessory store (no salvage), art supply store, bakery (baked and sold on-site), blue print/ copy 
store, book, magazine, newspaper store, camera/photographic supply store, department store, 
drug and proprietary store, farmer’s market, florist, general retail business, variety store, gift shop, 
locksmith/ gunsmith store, misc. food store (not to include grocery stores), medical equipment 
leasing, music/ video store, optical store, pet shop/ supply store (No outside boarding), seafood 
shop or market, sewing and piece goods store, sporting goods store, used merchandise store, 
convenience store (without gas) and direct selling business.
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RIGHT-OF-WAY. Land reserved, used, or to be used for a highway, street, alley, walkway, drainage 
facility, or other public purpose. Except for existing county roads located on prescriptive easements, 
rights-of-way as defined herein are characterized by fee-simple ownership. For roads maintained by 
the county without fee simple ownership, the right-of-way shall be measured from the point of the 
ditch farthest from the centerline of the road.

ROAD OR ROADWAY. The actual road surface including necessary road shoulders and drainage 
facilities, including ditches and curbs, which is utilized to transport motor vehicles.

RURAL TOURISM. Tourism activities in rural areas that simultaneously preserve open space and farm 
land.

Section 1419 - S.

SCHOOLS, PRIVATE. A school supported by a private organization or private individuals rather than by 
the government. Including private elementary, secondary and post-secondary schools, and specialty 
schools. See Educational Facilities for definitions.

SCHOOLS, PUBLIC. A school supported by public funds. Including elementary, secondary, and post-
secondary schools, and specialty schools. See Educational Facilities for definitions.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH & TESTING FACILITY. A place, laboratory, institution, medical care facility, 
government facility, or public or private educational institution in which a scientific test, 
experiment, or investigation is conducted, or attempted.

SCRAP METAL PROCESSOR. Any person maintaining an establishment having facilities for processing 
iron, steel, or non-ferrous scrap and whose principal product is scrap iron and steel or non-ferrous 
scrap for sale for re- melting.

SELF-STORAGE FACILITY. A building or group of buildings consisting of at least four (4) individual, 
self-contained units leased to individuals, organizations or businesses for self-service storage 
of personal property. These units are not designed to be occupied for individual business needs. 
Outside storage is an accessory use, unless otherwise restricted by this ordinance.

SPORTS FACILITY. A facility which is typically used to host sporting events and tournaments for a 
profit. These facilities may include structures with tiers of seats rising around a field or court, 
intended to be used primarily for the viewing of athletic events, concession stands and other 
auxiliary structures.

STREET. Any public or private way set aside for vehicular travel. The word "street" shall include the 
words “alley”, "road", "roadway", "highway", “commercial access easements” and "thoroughfare.” 
Street types are defined per the Horry County Land Development Regulations.

STRUCTURE. A combination of materials to form a construction for use, occupancy, or ornamentation 
whether installed on, above, or below the surface of land or water.

Section 1420 - T.

TATTOO PARLOR. Any room or space where indelibly marking or coloring the skin by subcutaneous 
introduction of nontoxic dyes or pigments is performed for compensation.

TAXI, LIMOUSINE AND GROUND TRANSPORTATION VEHICLES. Carrying or transporting passengers 
for a fee in motor vehicles driven or operated by an employee. 

TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER. Shall mean any structure that is designed and constructed primarily 
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for the purpose of supporting one (1) or more antennas, including self-supporting lattice towers, guy 
towers or monopole towers. The term includes radio and television transmission towers, personal 
communications service towers (PCS), specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced specialized mobile 
radio (ESMR), microwave towers, common- carrier towers, cellular telephone towers, alternative 
tower structures, and the like. This definition does not include any structure erected solely for a 
residential, non-commercial individual use, such as television antennas, satellite dishes or amateur 
radio antennas.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES. Antennae and towers, either individually or together. 
ANTENNA. A device, dish, or array used for the sending and/or receiving of electromagnetic waves 
for telephonic, radio, television or personal wireless services. 
BREAK POINT. The location of a communication tower where a failure of the communication 
tower would result in the tower falling entirely within the boundaries of the property on which it is 
located. 
CO-LOCATION. The practice of installing and operating multiple wireless carriers, service providers, 
and/or radio common carrier licensees on the same antenna support structure or attached wireless 
communication facility using different and separate antenna, feed lines and radio frequency 
generating equipment.
FREESTANDING TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS. Structures including lattice, monopoles and 
guyed and all other towers that are not attached as part of a building or structure.
GUYED TOWER. A communication tower that is supported, in whole or in part, by guy wires and 
ground anchors.
HEIGHT OF A COMMUNICATION TOWER. The distance from the base of the communication tower, 
at grade level, to the top of the communication tower.
LATTICE TOWER. A wireless communication support structure which consists of metal crossed 
strips or bars to support antennas and related equipment.
CONCEALED MONOPOLE. A communication tower consisting of a single pole, constructed without 
guy wires and ground anchors. All antennas must be internally concealed within the tower and all 
associated support facilities and equipment shelters or cabinet must be concealed from public view 
or made compatible with the architecture of the surrounding structures or placed underground.
STANDARD MONOPOLE. A communication tower consisting of a single pole, constructed without 
guy wires and ground anchors. Antennas and associated support facilities are not concealed from 
public view.
SELF-SUPPORT TOWER. A communication tower that is not constructed with guy wires and ground 
anchors. 
STEALTH TOWER. A communication tower designed and installed in such a manner that the 
antennas, supporting apparatus and associated structures are aesthetically and architecturally 
similar to the structure on which it is attached or to the immediate environment in which it is 
located. Examples include, but are not limited to, antennas in church steeples, flagpoles, light poles, 
water towers and bell towers.

TEMPORARY USE OR SPECIAL EVENTS. As defined by § 13-34 of the general code. 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE. Any building, room, place, or establishment other than a regularly licensed 

and established hospital where nonmedical or nonsurgical manipulative exercises or devices 
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are practiced upon the human body manually or otherwise by any person other than a licensed 
physician, surgeon, dentist, occupational or physical therapist, chiropractor, or osteopath with or 
without the use of therapeutic, electrical, or mechanical devices.

TINY HOME. Tiny homes are single family dwelling units that have a maximum size of seven hundred 
fifty (750) sf. They must be on a permanent foundation and are not attached to a chassis. They 
cannot be manufactured homes as defined by HUD or a recreational vehicle (park model) as defined 
by National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and American National Standards Institute (ANSI).

TOTAL FLOOR AREA. The area of all floors of a building included finished attic, finished basement, and 
covered porches. In nonresidential structures, unfinished attic space used for storage will not be 
included in total floor area calculations. Whenever such space is converted to business or office use, 
it shall be included in the structure's total floor area.

TRADESHOP. Shops of all kinds, including cabinet, carpentry, electrical, plumbing, heating and air 
conditioning, welding, sheet metal and machine shops, trophy and extermination shops, furniture 
refinishing and reupholstering, building cleaning and maintenance service, carpet/ upholstery 
cleaning service; contractors office. Does not include retail sales or warehouse /distribution 
facilities.

TRANSPORTATION/TRUCK TERMINAL FACILITY. A facility for the receipt, transfer, short-term 
storage, and dispatching of goods transported by truck.

Section 1421 - U.

USE. The purpose or activity for which a piece of land or its buildings is designed, arranged, or 
intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained.	
PRINCIPAL USE: The primary purpose for which a lot is occupied and/or used.	  
ACCESSORY USE: A use customarily incidental, appropriate, and subordinate to the principal use of 
land and located on the same lot therewith.

Section 1422 - V.

VALUE-ADDED PRODUCT PROCESSING. Value-added agricultural product means the enhancement or 
improvement of the overall value of an agricultural commodity to a higher value. The enhancement 
or improvement includes, but is not limited to, marketing, agricultural processing, transforming 
packaging, and educational presentation activities and tours that relate to agriculture or agricultural 
products.

VARIANCE. A modification of the strict terms of this ordinance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
VEHICLE & EQUIPMENT REPAIRS. Repair of construction equipment, agricultural implements and 

similar heavy equipment, including automobiles, where major engine and transmission repairs are 
conducted. Typical uses include automobile and truck repair garages, transmission shops, radiator 
shops and other similar uses.

VEHICLE, EQUIPMENT AND MANUFACTURED HOME SALES/RENTAL. Premises on which new or 
used passenger automobiles, trailers, manufactured homes, or equipment in operating condition are 
displayed in the open for sale or rental.
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Section 1423 - W.

WATER TRANSPORTATION, EXCEPT CASINO BOATS. A boat, ferry, barge, or similar structure carrying 
or transporting passengers for a fee. 

WAREHOUSE. A commercial use engaged in storage of manufactured products, supplies, overstock 
and/or equipment. This use does not include manufacturing or wholesale and distribution. 

WETLANDS. As defined by the Army Corps of Engineers.
WILDLIFE REFUGE. An area maintained in a natural state for the preservation of both animal and plant 

life.
WHOLESALE & DISTRIBUTION. An establishment where goods are received and/ or stored to be 

redistributed to retailers, to wholesalers, or directly to consumers. Such a use may include the retail 
sale of products by television, telemarketing, catalog, internet and mail order.

WILD GAME PROCESSING. An animal facility that processes wild game on a small scale for 
consumption. (Ord. No. 155-2024, §14, 1-21-2025)

Section 1424 - X.

RESERVED.

Section 1425 - Y.

YARD. An open space on the same lot with the principal building, open, unoccupied, and unobstructed 
by buildings.	
FRONT YARD. The area extending across the entire width of the lot between the front line and the 
nearest part of the principal building.	  
SIDE YARD. The area extending along the side lot line from the front yard to the rear lot line and 
lying between the side lot line and the required setback line.	  
REAR YARD. The yard extending across the rear of the lot between the rear property line and the 
nearest part of the principal structure (excluding side yards).

Section 1426 - Z.

ZERO LOT LINE. The location of a building on a lot in such manner that one or more of the building's 
sides rest directly on a lot line.

ZOO. Any establishment at which an exhibit of animals is featured for the purpose of amusement and 
entertainment, and at which the public pays an admission fee.
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TEXT AMENDMENTS SINCE ORIGINAL ADOPTION IN OCTOBER 18, 2022

ORD.NO. 128-2022 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE XVII, SECTION 1706 OF THE HORRY 
COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO CRITERIA FOR THE DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC 
TREES – ADOPTED NOVEMBER 15, 2022

ORD. NO. 139-2022 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX B, ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE HORRY 
COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO PARKING & MANEUVERING ROOM – ADOPTED 
JANUARY 24, 2023

ORD. NO. 41-2023 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE VIII, SECTION 834 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE GARDEN 
CITY OVERLAY ZONE TO AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL LOT SIZES AND BUILDING HEIGHTS IN 
CERTAIN LOCATIONS – ADOPTED MAY 16, 2023

ORD. NO. 44-2023 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX B OF THE HORRY COUNTY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO TREE PRESERVATION STANDARDS – ADOPTED MAY 16, 2023 

ORD. NO. 63-2023 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE IX, SECTION 909 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AS IT PERTAINS TO CAMPERS AND/ OR 
RECREATION VEHICLES USES AS TEMPORARY LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS – ADOPTED JUNE 20, 
2023

ORD. NO. 62-2023 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE IV, SECTION 400 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA PERTAINING TO MANUFACTURED HOMES – 
ADOPTED AUGUST 15, 2023

ORD. NO. 95-2023 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II, SECTION 205 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AS IT PERTAINS TO COMMERCIAL CENTERS IN 
AG3 ZONING DISTRICT – ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 19, 2023

ORD. NO. 96-2023 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, 
SOUTH CAROLINA AS IT PERTAINS TO RESIDENTIAL USES IN THE CONVENIENCE AND AUTO-
RELATED SERVICES (RE3) DISTRICT – ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 19, 2023

ORD. NO. 97-2023 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE VII OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS PARKING REGULATIONS TO 
AUTHORIZE SHARED PARKING – ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 19, 2023

ORD. NO. 109-2023 – AN ORDINANCE TO RECONSTITUTE AND REORGANIZE THE PRESENT HORRY 
COUNTY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AND THEREAFTER TO REQUIRE A CERTAIN PROFESSIONAL 
COMPOSITION OF MEMBERS – ADOPTED OCTOBER 17, 2023

ORD. NO. 123-2023 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AS IT PERTAINS TO STORAGE AND SALES & RENTAL USES IN 
THE LIMITED INDUSTRIAL (LI) AND LIMITED MANUFACTURING & INDUSTRIAL (MA1) DISTRICTS 
– ADOPTED DECEMBER 12, 2023

ORD. NO. 24-2024 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II, SECTION 205 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AS IT PERTAINS TO GENERAL SETBACK 
PROVISIONS – ADOPTED MARCH 19, 2024

ORD. NO. 47-2024 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II, SECTION 207 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AS IT PERTAINS TO MULTI-RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS – ADOPTED JUNE 21, 2024
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ORD. NO. 86-2024 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE XI, SECTION 1104 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS – ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

ORD. NO. 155-2024 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX B, ZONING ORDINANCE ARTICLE II 
SECTIONS 204.4, ARTICLE IX SECTION 902.D, & ARTICLE XIV SECTION 1401-A OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA PERTAINING TO PERMITTED USES WITHIN 
THE FA, CFA, AG 1 & AG 2 ZONING DISTRICTS & WILD GAME PROCESSING - ADOPTED JANUARY 21, 
2025

ORD. NO. 28-2025 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE XIV, SECTION 1423 OF THE ZONING 
ORDNIANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA PERTAINING TO HEAVY MANUFACTURING – 
ADOPTED APRIL 15, 2025

ORD. NO. 30-2025 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE VIII, SECTION 803 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA PERTAINING TO THE HIGHWAY 544 OVERLAY 
ZONE – ADOPTED APRIL 15, 2025.
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